
CENTIMETERS 



a Sa Ifcoru* 'l&pssvs> 

A SELECTIVE MICROFILM EDITION 
PARTV 

(1911-1919) 

Thomas E. Jeffrey 
Senior Editor 

Brian C. Shipley 
Theresa M. Collins 
Linda E. Endcrsby 

Editors 

David A. Ranzan 
Indexing Editor 

Janette Pardo 
Richard Mizcllc 
Peter Mikulas 

Indexers 

Paul B. Israel 
Director and General Editor 

Sponsors 
Rutgers, The State University of New Jersey 

National Park Service, Edison National Historic Site 
New Jersey Historical Commission 

Smithsonian Institution 

A UPA Collection from 

f(jf LexisNexis- 

7500 Old Georgetown Road • Bcthesda, iVID 20014-6126 



Thomas A. Edison Papers 
at 

Rutgers, The State University of New Jersey 
endorsed by 

National Historical Publications and Records Commission 
18 June 1981 

Copyright © 2007 by Rutgers, The State University 

index or of the microfilm may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval1 system,,o 
form by any means—graphic, electronic, mechanical, or chemical, including photocopying, 
recording o* taping, of information storage and retrieval systems-without written permission of 
Rutgers, The State University of New Jersey, New Brunswick, New Jersey. 

The original documents in this edition are from the archives at the Edison National 
Historic Site at West Orange, New Jersey. 

ISBN 978-0-88692-887-2 



THOMAS A. EDISON PAPERS STAFF (2007) 

Director and General Editor 
Paul Israel 

Senior Editor 
Thomas Jeffrey 

Associate Editors 
Louis Carlat 

Theresa Collins 

Assistant Editor 
David Hoehfelder 

Indexing Editor 
David Ranzan 

Consulting Editor 
Linda Endersby 

Visiting Editor 
Amy Flanders 

Editorial Assistants 
Alexandra Rimer 

Kelly Enright 
Eric Barry 

Outreach and Development 
(Edison Across the Curriculum) 

Theresa Collins 

Business Manager 
Rachel Wcisscnburgcr 



BOARD OF SPONSORS (2007) 

Rutgers, The State University of New Jersey National Park Service 
Richard L. McCormick Maryanne Gerbauckas 
Ziva Galili Michelle Ortwein 
Ann Fabian 
Paul Clemens Smithsonian Institution 

Harold Wallace 
New Jersey Historical Commission 

Marc Mappen 

EDITORIAL ADVISORY BOARD (2007) 

Robert Friedel, University of Maryland 
Louis Galambos, Johns Hopkins University 

Susan Hockey, Oxford University 
Thomas P. Hughes, University of Pennsylvania 

Ronald Kline, Cornell University 
Robert Rosenberg, John Wiley & Sons 

Marc Rothenberg, Joseph Henry Papers, Smithsonian Institution 
Philip Scranton, Rutgers University/Hagley Museum 

Merritt Roe Smith, Massachusetts Institute of Technology 



FINANCIAL CONTRIBUTORS 

We thankfully acknowledge the vision and support of Rutgers University and the 
Thomas A. Edison Papers Board of Sponsors. 

This edition was made possible by grant funds provided from the New Jersey Historical 
Commission, National Historical Publications and Records Commission, and The National 
Endowment for the Humanities. Major underwriting has been provided by the Barkley Fund, 
through the National Trust for the Humanities, and by The Charles Edison Foundation. 

We arc grateful for the generous support of the IEEE Foundation, the Hyde & Watson 
Foundation, the Martinson Family Foundation, and the GE Foundation. We acknowledge gifts 
from many other individuals, as well as an anonymous donor; the Association of Edison 
Illuminating Companies; and the Edison Electric Institute. For the assistance of all these 
organizations and individuals, as well as for the indispensable aid of archivists, librarians, 
scholars, and collectors, the editors are most grateful. 







A Note on the Sources 
The pages which have been 
filmed are the best copies 
available. Every technical 
effort possible has been 
made to ensure legibility. 
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Reel duplication of the whole or of 
any part of this film is prohibited. 
In lieu of transcripts, however, 
enlarged photocopies of selected 
items contained on these reels 
may be made in order to facilitate 

research. 



EDISON GENERAL FILE SERIES 

1919 



Edison General File Series 

1919 

E-19-01 Advertising [not selected] 

E-19-02 Advice 

E-19-03 Articles 

E-19-04 Autograph and Photograph Requests 

E-19-05 Automobile 

E-19-06 Aviation 

E-19-07 Banking 

E-19-08 Battery, Storage 

E-19-09 Birthday Greetings 

E-19-10 Book and Journal Orders 

E-19-11 Business Propositions [not selected] 

E-19-12 Cement 

E-19-13 Cement House 

E-19-14 Charities and Loans 

E-19-15 Chemicals 

E-19-16 Christmas and New Year Greetings [not selected] 

E-19-17 Cigarettes 

E-19-18 Clubs and Societies 

E-19-19 Condensite Company of America 

E-19-20 Deafness 

E-19-21 Ediphone 

E-19-22 Edison, T. A. 

E-19-23 Edison Pioneers 

E-19-24 Edison Portland Cement Company 

E-19-25 Edison Pulverized Limestone Company [not selected] 

E-19-26 Edison Star [not selected] 

E-19-27 Education 

E-19-28 Electric Light 

E-19-29 Employment 

E-19-30 Equipment and Supplies 



E-19-31 Exhibitions [not selected] 
E-19-32 Family 
E-19-33 Fan Mail [not selected] 
E-19-34 Financial 

E-19-36 ForeignSguage Documents (Untranslated)[not selected] 

E-19-37 Fort Myers 
E-19-38 Glenmont 
E-19-39 Health and Diet 
E-19-40 Honors and Awards [not selected] 

E_19-41 Insurance 
E-19-42 Invitations 
E-19-43 Lectures 
E-19-44 Legal - General 
E-19-45 Legal - Litigation 
E-19-46 Miner's Safety Lamp [not selected] 
E-19-47 Mining - General 
E-19-48 Mining - Metals and Other Minerals 
E-19-49 Mining - Ore Milling 
E-19-50 Motion Pictures 

E-19-51 Name Use 
E-19-52 Naval Experiments 
E-19-53 New Jersey Patent Company 
E-19-54 Patents 
E-19-55 Personal 

!:]!:!? - iEk™**. «o*s mo. 
E-19-58 Politics 
E-19-59 Proudfoot’s Commercial Agency 
E-19-60 Radio 

E-19-61 Real Estate 
E-19-62 Religion and Spiritualism [not selected] 
E-19-63 Roosevelt, Franklin D. 

E-19-65 Secretary (W. H. Meadowcroft) [not selected] 



E-19-66 Stock and Bond Offerings [not selected] 
E-19-67 Stock Ticker 
E-19-68 Television [not selected] 

E-19-69 Thomas A. Edison, Inc. 
E-19-70 Thomas A. Edison, Ltd 

E-19-71 
E-19-72 
E-19-73 

Visitors 
West Orange Laboratory - General 
West Orange Laboratory - Financial Statements 



Edison General File Series 
1919. Advertising [not selected] (E-19-01) 

This folder contains unsolicited requests for Edison's participation in 
advertising schemes. The letters for 1919 received either no answer or a 
negative reply. 



Edison General File Series 

1919. Advice (E-19-02) 

This folder contains correspondence from inventors and others asking 

for Edison's advice on technical matters or his assistance in improving or 
promoting inventions. Also included are general inquiries relating to the 
invention and patenting processes, along with letters requesting financial 
support for an invention or payments from Edison in exchange for providing 
him with ideas. The documents for 1919 cover a wide range of topics, 
including telephony, photography, electricity and magnetism, mining, 
transportation, health, and perpetual motion. Included are letters to and from 
Edwin A. Elsbach of the California Society for the Prevention of Blindness and 
Mrs Winifred Hathaway of the National Committee for the Prevention of 
Blindness regarding Edison’s renewed efforts to develop an ink for the blind 
and his doubts about the feasibility of using selenium cells as an alternative 

to braille. Also included are exchanges with J. J. Broderick on water power; 
with Walter Halfin on a plan to extract energy from the water-hydrogen cycle; 
with W. H. Kephart on manufacturing an ultraviolet ray machine; with U.S. 

Navy Lt. R. A. MacDonell on using gunpowder as fuel; and with Leavitt 

Mersereau of the E. W. Bliss Co. on timing torpedoes by sound. 

Approximately 10 percent of the documents, including all letters bearing 

substantive marginalia by Edison, have been selected. Most of the unselected 
correspondence received a form-letter reply stating that Edison was too busy 

or that he did not become involved with others' inventions. A few items 
received informational replies from one of Edison’s secretaries. Some of the 

letters bear routine Edison marginalia indicating that he did not remember the 

writer or that he had no special knowledge of the topic. 
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February 80,1919. 

Mr. Edwin A. Elsbach, 
3187 Washington Street, 

San FranCisco,.Pal.' 

Dear Sir:- 

Your letter of February 6th to Hr. 
Edison was received after he left for Florida 
and was forwarded to him.. 

Thia morning I have received a note 
from him asking me to say to you that he has 
recently renewed his investigations relative to 
an uoid-ink to be used in facilitating printing 
for the blind. • " 

He also wishes me to say that if an 
ink is used consisting of concentrated Arsenic 
Acid in liquid form and used with a regular pen, 
the writing swells up as high, or higher, than 
the print used for the blind. Howevor, the 
arsenic acid attacks the skin and Ur. Edison is 
searching for anothe1" substitute that would not 
have this disadvantage. 

Yours very truly. 

Assistant to Ur. Edison. 

A/6606. 





\ The Home Coal Saver Co. ^ 
SCRANTON, PA. 

February 28, 1919. 

/£u> Vo, [l*wt UO % 

fu> 

i rfyoirwould consider—a-propoeal 

Hr. Thomas A. Eddiaon, 

Fort Meyer, Florida. 

My dear Hr. Eddiaon: 

I would like to aak you IT you,w 

to add to your liat of producta a Vi^le^ Ray Medical J'jJ.eetrio 

Coil so -that they could be aold to the general ] 

the house of Eddiaon ahould bring out a Viol^C_Ray apparatus 

that could be used for the benefit of suffering humility, X 

believe that it would be as popular a selling article as the 

vacuum cleaner or the phonograph. I would kindlj\usk you to 

give this proposal your consideration and you v/ill greatly 

oblige. 

Very truly youra, 

1 

y))yy. yi^/Uu 



Mr. Y/. K. Eephart. 
o/o 'L’he Homo Coal Saver Co. , 
Soranton, Pa. 

Dear Sir:- 

Mr. liaison ha3 forwarded to us your letter 

of February £8th and wishes ua to say that he has no 

reserve capacity to manufacture anything but our own 

products at this time. At any event, he would not 

consider the manufacture of medic;1 apparatus. 

■ fours very truly. 

iidison Laboratory. 



\ For the Conservation of Kfafon / 

Wattonal Committee for tlje pretention of TBlintmeM 

130 EAST TWENTY-SECOND STREET 

WILLIAM FELLOWES MORGAN. President 

Kirch l£th, 1919. 

Ur. 
Edison 
Orang 

wmaa A. Edison. Y , jl j 1 
i Laboratories, l d-o > ,, 
' 1I™’ Jfirsoy. I . ,viU f* cl» *#■***>* ' llov; Jersey 

Dear Ur. TCdiaon:- 

An article aj 

little time ago has 

Conunittoo. It deals 

tavght to read by tli, 

"R 

J 
Jr UJ EM* lo CM *- ’ ' ,«f 
Uf l Jr a ** —p{^-' 

“rlV><2££TY 
pjss ibilityfof the bein^^Tf 

1, fumiliar wits <ufft$£ iZ< 1»» « »° ““« to ■*«<. W 

thing of the practicality of the suggestions na^T‘ V/e are 

enclosing a copy of the article, end sh aid mch^prcciato 

ha-ving your opinion of the matter. C, 

Wo "jcnov; how very busy 

for tro3pai sing upon your tine is 

Very trul 

the great neod of blind. 

m?AK 



[ATTACHMENT/ENCLOSURE] 

Journul de Geneve clu Vendredl 8 Dcu. 1910. 

comfort o: 

TillS BLIMP AMD 31LKMIUU. 

nnoe Las not waited mull the war should bring blitf- 
■o or throe hundred thoueand men, before offering tne 

reading to those afflicted with blindness. 

,1116, ielf Every one knows the method which Louis 
a blind man, published in 1337 under the title: *»tho4 ^ 
head Inc by ’leans of Points’’. Of this method no was not In fact 
the OrisInutor, but to him should be given the credit lor putting 

Into effect the Idea presented by Capt. Cnarlea jarbier l» 
1Q20 at the Academy of Sciences, Paris. 

of 

Before rolr->:i . 
ilno Valentine Haiiy 
mractere In u sohoo 
ideavored to build a 

>d letters. 

one made use of r 
, ... 1876 introduce,, t 
,r the blind. During 
:hine for the develop:.! 

:ed letters; it 
raised alphabet 

Lone period he 
: of this type 

'loro than a century before, Ir, 1667, Jacob Bernoulli of 
Geneva, succeeded in teaching reading anti writing to a blind 
oerson by means of chablons und those who ere familiar ylti^tue 
sciences will recall that Jerome Cardan, plagiarised without 
ohwiie_vet of use in bringing tills to popular a*ueniLon, 
wrote of these chablons In his work ”De Subtllltute" Kureraburg 
1550 where he extolled a system which accustoms who bill- t 
impress marks on paper by the aid of bronze slabs out In the 
form of letters. 

At the bottom of all these methods of reading, one comes 
back — no matter what century — to the Idea that the blind 
should read by the sense of touch; their '^s ’ ®nr‘f of 
sunenatively by. practice, grace and grope over tne surface of 
the paper on wrick tire raised characters appear. 

ense of iiearii 
In this day, because of sileuium, one cm 

new method by which the blind, may read by tuo s 
ordinary writing, manuscript (penned) or printern. 

Toaetlrcr with other oliemlcal elements, sllenium 
the property of conducting electricity, but -- alone 
kindred -- It shows variations of its power to act as a Co - 
duotor, dependant upon the light to which It is exposed. U 
la thei a material sensitive to light - as Ls photographic 
paper, or uealn, the retina of the eye. 1’assing from daita esa 
to lleht, in one one-thouBandth of a second, sllenium conducts 
an electric current 15 times more quickly. 

It is upon this basis that the technique (of the. new 
method) is supported. It is built up of little ceils of s^^un 
these act as bob.binson which is wound a thread, or Better still, 
disks, which hide a spiral of sllenium. These last colls are 
like the disks of a phonograph, the grooves of which are -bo 
to speak "sllenlum-ized". In size they are much smaller, being 

about the size of a dime and disks even smaller yet would be 



[ATTACHMENT/ENCLOSURE] 

2. 
prepared dovai to iho also of.u small pea. 

let us set up, then, an electric current, voltaic or 
storage hotter;; (?) with a cell of sileniuia und o telephone 
receiver, and then close the eyes and place the receiver to our 
ear. In the sound variation we shall distinguish the different 
light conditions; the apparatus will give a different s und 
when the cell l;. turned towards a window — and different again 
when pointed towards the room. Bettor still, if we balance the 
cell before the window, we eon follow the outline of the buio by 
the variations in the sound, in the room itself, light objects will 
be reeoenUed by the shades of sound which the ear distinguishes. 
Each shade of light will 'nave its corresponding sound; the blind 
will drill themselves in noting and classifying the auditory 
sensations which the antenna of sllenliim transmit. Lucre we 
have briefly and reduced to essentiul principles, the device 
brought forward by Dr. Fournier d'Albe, of Birmingham, who has 
built the necessary apparatus and calls it the optophone or 
’’hearer of light." 

But, passine: to the reader. For this test, it is necessax; 
to croup several cells of sllenium—say, five—fastened close 
together like five coins pluce,; together on a table. Bach cell n 
connected with the battery and with the telephone receiver. 

How, if to this array of cells we present a white surface, 
the cells will conduct the electric current with equal ability, 
and the ear will note a harmony of the five tones resounding in 

) the group of cells 

pluced before 

Afrain, let us place the letter A 1 
this time, the two or three cells which are- fronting tne 
black surface will differ In the transmission of the current, 
there will be heard in the receiver a dissonance which, * v"”“ 
characterises the letter A. Another letter, B or C, pit 
the instrument, will give out yet unotner sound, and so on, aim 
so on, rleht thru the alphabet to the letter 2, so thut we nave, 
as well as a visible alphabet—one made up of sounds, eacn of uhe 
86 different and distinct in itself. In place of spelling, we 
have the conjoining of tones^and the visual reading of text 
would devolve into“the hearing of tone variations, .rhe reader 
then turn into words the sensations which hearing, in place ol 
sight, passes on to the brain. 

Che principle once discovered— the remainder is merely up 
to the builder. One can picture the setting of these cells in a 
mountinr as is done with u magnifying glass, then putting under 
the hund of the blind a ruler indented ao that each letter corres¬ 
ponds exactly with the reading device,- then one can become as 
letter perfect us practice may develop—aometntng ^.liLoli toflaj, is 
being accomplished in several work rooms of interested investlea- 
torsT 

It is admitted this artificial method of vision is as yet 
in its early stages—by it one may have the amount of sight pro¬ 
bably possessed by animals of the lower classes—somewhere be- 
tweerjArthropodis and molluses. One must accordingly develop the 

sense and its function without being able to consecrate > this 
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task as many centuries as has nature. 

. Medical science, the patience of the Inventors and per- 
fectors, will slowly polls'll the first rough draft, they will 
Improve Its details, refining little by little, the accuracy tu 
sensitivity of the device until the day when the feeble flame 
fanned by their efforts shall lighten all the lonely chambers 
of those who are walled In by darkness. 

Alph. Bernoud 



March 20,1919. 

Mrs . Winifred Hathaway, Secretary, 
national Committee for the Prevention of blindness, 

130 East 224 Street, 
llew fork, K. Y. 

Dear Ur3. Hn.thawa':,’: 

Your letter of March- 12th was 
received in due course, and I sent it down to Mr. 
iSdison who is spending n few v.'oeks in Florida. 

Tt has just come back to me with a, pencil 
notation'thereon from Mr. Edison sayIn? that he does 
not think much'of the proposition of teaching the 
blind to road by the use of silenium. Ho says it. 
is possible tc do what is claimed, but ho thinks it 
will ,be impracticable. ' 

He further says that when ho returns he 
•••ill try to so over to Hew York to see you and get 
some -informati otf of what is deairablo and as to what 
you now have. 

I think you might drop me a lino in about 
a month and I will see if arrangements can oe made 
for him to take a trip ovor to I!ew York ori this matter. 

- Yours very truly. 

Assistant to Mr. Edison. 

A/6784. 



13S E. 44th St., Hen York. 
April 21, 1919. 

Mr. Thomas A. Edison, 
Llewellyn Park, 

.Vest Orange, I\t. J. 

Dear Sir: 

I an sending enclosed copies of letters from 

professor C. G. Abbot, Director of the Astrophysical Observa¬ 

tory, Smithsonian Institution, and from the Editor of tho 

Scientific American; these letters are in answer to a paper 

sent to them by me in which I have outlined a method of 

producing power by means of a hydro-electric electrolysis 

system. I am also enclosing a copy of the paper outlining 

this system. 

I thought possibly it might interest you to look 

over these papers and should you care to express an opinion 

as to your views in regard to the system I would appreciate it. 

Professor Abbot has considered this problem prin¬ 

cipally from a thermo-dynamj.c point of view, making an assump¬ 

tion for the. operation of the system which is apparently correc 

for the assumption he has made, but which according to my judg¬ 

ment does not concede as valid the principle which I have showr 

theoretically as being correct. His analysis of the cycle, 

- however, is very Interesting. 

The Editor of the Scientific American while'coreeding 

the theory to be correct is not very optimistic in his views 

as to its practical operation. This point, of course, may be 

investigated further. 
Yours very truly. 
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METHOD CP PRODUCING- PO-73K BY MEANS OP A 

HYDRO-ELEC TRIG ELECTROLYSIS 

SYSTEM 

In this discussion I have outlined this idea on the 
assumption that it comes under the heading of PERPETUAL MOTION 
CP THE SEOjND ORDER and vrtiicli, theoretically shows that usaful 
energy can he produced by this means. 

Perpetual motion of.the second order, is a name given to that 
motion which could be produced by utilising the energy stored 
in nature by certain elements in different ways. It is different 
from perpetual motion as it is generally understood inasmuch 
as it does not create energy in Itself but utilizes energy 
created in some other manner. 

It is understood by those who are familiar 'with the laws of 
conservation of energy that perpetual motion of the first order 
is contrary to these la-.vs and is a term used to designate 
something which could not exist. while these lavra are known to 
be true. In all cases where perpetual motion lias been thought 
to have existed there has been some logical scientific proof 
that the laws of .the conservation of energy held true and that 
creation of energy by this means wa3 impossible. 

It is evident that perpetual motion of the second order 
does not conflict with these laws and there is no law established 
by science to prove that useful energy cannot be produced by 
this means. • 

The calculations for the theoretical demonstration of the 
following principle are based "on theoretical values and do not 
represent "the actual conditions which would be encountered in 
its practical application. 

■ I have taken for instance 100# as the power of efficiency 
of the electrolysis of water while the-practical value of this 
power efficiency under some co-wiitions is much lower. The 
efficiency of combustion of hydrogen and oxygen is. taken as 
100#. The practical value of this efficiency is also much 
lower. The efficiency of the transmission gearing and 
generator are also taken as 100#. The actual efficiencies 
while being a big factor in the practical operation of the 
system will not be considered In the theoretical demonstration. 

In the theoretical demonstration we first assume that 
there are 7 lbs. of hydrogen gas at an altitude of 1572 ft. 
above the surface of the earth. Seven pounds of hydrogen 
gas is approximately the amount by weight of this gas in 
63 lbs. of water or one cubic foot, the other 56 lbs. of - 
course, being oxygen. 
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Supposing now that the power efficiency of the combus¬ 
tion of H. and 0. is 100$ and that the H. and 0. enter into 
chemical combination to form 65 lbs 4 of water at this alti¬ 
tude . 

The potential energy of one cubic foot of water weigh¬ 
ing 63 lbs. at an altitude of 1572 ft. is 63 x 1572 or 
99,000 foot lbs. The value of the kinetic energy due to 
63 lbs. falling through 1572 ft. is 99,000 divided 33.00 
equals 3 H».P.V The electrical equivalent of 3 H. P. is 
2259 watts'and 2259 watts is just sufficient electrical 
energy to electrolize one cubic foot of water. Now, as 
assumed above, this cubic foot of water has fallen through 
a distance of 1572 ft. and lias produced just sufficient 
electrical energy when reaching the earth to soparate 
it, by electrolysis, into its constituent elements of 
7 lbs. of H. and 56 lbs. of oxygen and since H. is four¬ 
teen times lighter than air, if enclosed in suitable 
vessels and by reason of its bouyancy is transferred up¬ 
ward through 1572 ft. to its original position. 

The operation of transferring this 7 lbs. of H. up¬ 
wards through 1572 ft. in the atmosphere consumes no 
energy but in itself generates a certain amount which 
could be added to the system. 

These four operations constitute one cycle of opera¬ 
tion of the system and may be summarized as follows: 

First Operation. 
Seven lbs. of hydrogen gas combines with 56 lbs. 

of oxygen gas to form 63 lbs. of water at an 
altitude of 1572 ft. This 63 lbs. of water 
has a potential energy of 99,000 ft. lbs. 

Second Operation, 
The 63 lbs. of water falls through a distance 

of 1572 ft. generating energy equal to 3 H.P. 
or its electrical equivalent 2259 watts. 

Third Operation. 
The 2259 watts electrolizes the 63 lbs. of 
water forming 7 lbs. of H. and 56 lbs. of 0. 

Fourth Opera tion. 
The 7 lbs. of H. elevates itself by reason of 
its buoyancy to its original position at an 
altitude of 1572 ft. generating energy in 
its rise which can be returned to the sys¬ 
tem. 

It is evident that the successful operation of the 
system in order to produce surplus power lies in the fact 
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that the oxygen needed to combine with the hydrogen at 
the top of the cylinder, in order to produce the neces¬ 
sary weight of water, must be taken from the atmosphere 
at the unper level, for as a matter of fact if it v»ore 
necessary to take power from the system to raise this 
weight of oxygen no advantage would be gained, as the 
power developed in the fall of the given weight of oxy¬ 
gen as water in operation "2" would have to be expended 
ir again raising an eciual weight to the upper level. 
Therefore^ the^56 lbs*, of oxygen evolved in the Third 
Operation is not elevated with the H. for the 56 lbs. 
of 0. necessary to combine with the 7 lbs. of H. to 
form the 63 lbs. of water is taken from the atmosphere 
at the given altitude. 

It is evident this cycle of operation is capable of 
continuous motion and that the motion is produced by the 
energy which was stored in 56 lbs. of oxygen at an al¬ 
titude of 1572 ft. by changing the chemical state of the 
oxygen and thereby changing the potential energy oi the 
oxygen into kinetic energy produced by the fall of th- 
water of which the osyxen is the power producing factor. 

It is clear then that no energy is created in the 
operation but that energy which has already been created 
has been utilised. 

ye will therefore assume that in Operation One we have 
7 lbs. of II. at an altitude of 3144 ft. or just twice 
1572 ft. Then in Operation Two we will have 6 II. P» deve_- 
oped while it will only take 3 H. P. to electrolise the 
cubic foot of water, OPera tion Tiiree leaving a surplus of 
3 H. P. available for useful purposes, and any additional 
height at which the 7 lbs. of oxygen combines with the 
with the oxygen of the atmosphere will give a proportional 
surplus of useful energy available for use. 

The altitude of 1572 ft. was taken in order to give a 
comprehensive idea of the principle involved in the operatic 
of the system and does not represent the actual height from 
which a weight of water must fall in order to produce the 
energy necessary to make it sucessfully operative. 

To get a more accurate idea of this altitude we can make 
the following assumptions: 

Let A equal the energy generated by the combustion 
of the hydrogen and oxygen at the upper 
level. 

Let B equal the energy necessary to electrollze the 
water at the lower level, taking ^ne 
power efficiency as 100jJ, 



[ATTACHMENT/ENCLOSURE] 

The n- 

■ B-A - (B-pB) 4 (A-p'A) 4 a = D 

if p and p1 represent the actual pov.'er efficiency for the 
electrolysis of tho water and the combination of the oxygen 
and hydrogen and a is a constant representing the other 
losses, then B vrould represent the actual power lost by 
the system. 

‘.'.li = the energy generated by the fall of tho water 
from the upper to the lower level. 

and 

Ch = the energy generated by the rise of the" hydro- 
• gen gas in the atmosphere from the loner to 

the upper level. 

Tlien- 

V/h 4 Ch - D 

h would therefore represent the altitude through which one 
cubic foot of water must fall in order to produce just suffi¬ 
cient energy to eloctrollae an equal volume of water at the 
lower level. Now let h be increased by h' , D remaining 
constant, then V/h' + Ch’1’ would represent tlie surplus energy 
developed by the system in escess of that necessary to over¬ 
come the constant losses. It is very evident that the value 
of D depends upon the chemical and mechanical efficiencies 
of tEe different operations and however low these efficiencies 
may be "a value of- h can also be found which will make 

V/h 4- Ch = B 

a true eouation and consequently proves theoretically that 
the system could be made continuously acting as a source 
of power. 
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SMITHSONIOK INSTITUTION 

Washington, D. 0, 

October 11, 1918. 

Dear Sir: 

Your.very interesting communication of October 1 
has been referred to me. I am of the opinion that the device 
derives its power from the sun. This may be explained in 
the following manner: 

Suppose the whole apparatus to be enclosed in a chamber. 
Upon burning the hydrogen three operations may be considered. 

1st. The production of heat energy by combustion. 
2nd. The loss of mechanical energy by condensation of 

the oxygen and hydrogen. 
3rd. The production of mechanical energy by expansion of 

the remaining air within the chamber to fill the 
volume evacuated. In this process the air of the 
chamber will bo cooled to furnish the required 
energy for the expansion. 

Consider now the remaining processes: 
4th. Imagine (what of course is impossible practically) 

that all the energy (1) should be available to de¬ 
compose the water. This would exactly compensate (1). 

5th. Let'the hydrogen and oxygen be expanded to atmospheric 
pressure. This balances (2) 

6th. In order to restore all things as they were the air 
'of the chamber must also be compressed to allow the 
expan sion (5). What this amounts to In energy is 
to lift tip to the upper level all the oxygen and 
hydrogen which fell down as water. Hence everything 
balances. Mo power remains. 

If* however, the operation is conceived to occur out of 
doors"it seems to me that it might work. For the sun's energy 
continually available tends to restore the temperature lost 
in (3) so that if the efficiency of the transformations is 
high enough, it is possible the device would be continuously 
acting as a source of power. This is for the engineer to say. 

By authority of -the Secretary: 

Yours truly. 

(signed) C. G. Abbot 

Director 
Mr. falter Halfin, Astrophysical Observatory. 

138 E. 44th st. 
Hew York. 
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SCIENTIFIC AMERICAN 

PUBLISHING COMPANY 

Mann & Co. 

233 Broadway, Nov; York 

January 16, 1919. 

Mr. .'/alter Half In, 
133 E. 44th. St., ■ 
New York City. 

ir as theoretic 

valid one. He would hesitate 

The Editor of the SCIENTIFIC AMERICAN has your favor 

of the 3rd inst. and has examined the system which you propose. 

He can see no reason why this system, 

grounds are concerned, is not c 

to express an opinion upon the possibility of reducing it to 

practice, however. It seems to him that the mechanism for 

confining the various steps within the limits of control 

might very well impose restrictions so severe as to interfere 

with successful operation. 

Very truly yours, 

SCIENTIFIC AMERICAN PUB. GO. 



April 28,1919. 

Hr. Walter"Halfin, 
138 E. 44th Street, 

Hew York, N.Y. 

Dear Sir:- 

Your letter of April 21st has Dean received. . 
.If I understand the problem correctly, you decompose 
water at the bottom with a 100/6 appa.ratus, send the 
hydrogen up the tube, and at the top mix it with air 
and recombine it ip a 100/5 engine. So for nothing is 
gained, but you pronose to use the energy gained by the 
position of this water.-falling from the height named to 
obtain power. ' 

The theory seems all right. It is extremely 
en.genious, but at the same time monumentally impracticable. 
I think you have made a mistake in your figures. You 
mention watts instead of kilowatts or 1000 time3 less power 
than you state.. 

Yours very truly. 

A/7035. 
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Hr. Edwin A. lilsbaoh, 
3127 Washington Street, 

San Francisco, Cal. 

Dear '.'r. Elsbach: 

Your letter of May 1st was 
received and 3hown to i.lr. Edison. Ho says that 
he ia experimenting and that if he gets somethin,, 
worth while he will let yen know. For your in¬ 
formation, let me say that he ia exceedingly busy 
at this time on many important investigations, so 
I think you will have to he patient. 

Yours very truly, 

Assistant to Hr. Edison. 



Owing to the faot that^ru and I have "been working along y, 
similar lines of original research, I ask as a special favor, and\it 

has been suggested by Dr. Thomas H. Norton, of the Department of 

Commeroe, U. S. A., that we have a few minutes consultation regard¬ 

ing the new motor fuel oil which I discovered, together with the 

production of Helium gas as a by-product for dirigibles. 

Our Department of the Interior has taken a very lively in¬ 

terest in the development of the Western deposits of oil shale fromw 

which these produots are obtained^ and I have also discovered and 

mad^aluminum bronze, also Kupfer bronze for auto and ariel oaetings. 

This metal is only half the weight of steel and nearly twicers strong 

and three points harder than low carbon steel. 

Truly the drying need for a high grade motor fuel is now coming 

from the farmer and other tractor users. 

It will probably be the missing link our friend Henry Ford has 

been seeking. I hope you can see your way clear to give me your_ra- 

dorsement of this most worthy undertaking, or better still, you may 

kindly suggest:something to me, which will be of great value to us 

both and thereby place another Star in your orown. 



I do not wish any money from you; I have something to 

Thanking you and Mr. Ueadowooff for your many courtesi 

tended to me in the past, X am. 

give, 

es ex- 
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UNITED STATES SHIP KROONLAND 
Kewport Hews, Virginia. 

July 5th, 1919. 

\€ w ovL J ■■ &rtL* j>0U*4 i*C «. f***- 

AA U> Ut 6C 1 

uvau xw^uitug msoii up«a me i car ^ne pass weet, end x bid Tnere- 
f ore submitting same in the attached summary for#yom> ccw- 

~®s‘~ 
I an rf UteuSenazLt (pay Carps) TJSHH?,/kid Supply Qffic I an tf liflratlns^fpay Carps) TTSHH^W Supply Officer 

of the transport 1CB0CBIAHD running out of Hew'York, and a very 
Intimate friend of it. Warren S. Harris, ttf the HSS HAOCIiI. You 
may possibly remember my faifaer,who was General Passenger Agent 
of the aid Florida Central & Peninsular HB., with headquarters 
at Jacksonville, Florida, my heme. j 

At sea we have muoh time to think over/various 
problems, and my early inclination a having always had a trend 
toward creative construction (although X never finished my 

Slneering studies at oollege) I have been greatly Interested 
matters of this nature. I have endeavored to give you 
Idea as briefly and -as logically as I see it, realising 

full well that your great powers will enable" you at a glanoe 
to recogmlse any merit or Impossibilitiesi I believe the 
propositi® entirely feasible for future development, and had 
I the opportunity I would start some experiments. 

I shall be very gratelpl to have an expression from 
you concerning my Id®a, and trust that something worth while 
maybe found In it. / 

I remain, sir, ^ 

/ Re^beotfully, 

Hr. OJhomas A. Biism, 
Biisai laboratories,,---' 
Orange, Hew Jarsayi" 

IfiZ-wte. VO. irtctw 

<9‘ 

fae-evt-t <AcA-»e4i<Vij 

/?. a >llc 

Cp»*** L-t-4 t f+ur«r 
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File No. 

UNITED STATES SHIP KROONLAND 

Newport News, Virginia. 
July 6th, 1919'. 

GUKPOWDIR ffUJji EOR MOTIVE POOH — H. A. MAgDQNECiIi, lit. (PO) 'DSNBB. 

-* Use of explosives (gunpowder) for direct motive power. 

APBl'ICAI get e3je0trioal offlntaot in 
explosion, ohaabers, and gas pressure released direct to motors 
or aiglue's througi proper reduction process. or released into 
pressure chambers where a standard required pressure may be 
maintained, and thenoe to motors and engines. 

—“ acormous power energy derived from minute fuel supply; 
oil and coal spaces reduced to Insignificant oompartments, as 
applied to ships, yaohts, motor boats, tugs, eto.; unlimited 
powerin snallest possible spaoes as applied to aeroplanes, hand 
power tools, drills, eto. 

---Vake &*'t'enk cf about lo© gallon capacity capable of 
withstanding about 180# pressure, fit same with necessary 
gauges far registering pressure. ^quip one end withJ™-££®-ble 
barrel through which can be discharged 32,, 38 or 4S o^Llbre 
hljnt cartridges, the barrel to be fitted with the proper 
valve or valves for restraining gases during successive fixing 
of charges for determining pressure obtained. An 
release of gases to be provided for testing further combustibility 
of gases evolved, aid the eventual practical application cf 
pressure as Bteam or air substitute. 

2o be determ 6apr0pflrtl(0|a of fuel to power evolved. 
(2) Ability to maintain a required pressure. 
\z) Nature cf canbined gases; further ocmbustibla 

properties, and development of inareas energy, 
effect upon metal connections, cylindere and 
pi stems of motors. . . ~ • 
Best method of oharglng dh^mbera ana oontrol of 
pressure. 

(4) 
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UNITED STATES SHIP KROONLAND 
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July 14,19 

Mrs. Mario Finch, 
o/o Mrs. Ucgennio, 

70 Underoliff f've., 
Kdgowcter, !!• <5-* 

Your letter of July 1.1th hua boon 
recoivod. Mr. Kdigon think.' that you Will bo 
oulte relieved to loom that i„'iE act poaaloio 
for an;,’ person to convoy to your bed., an^ ^ also 
trioal* sense tienr. v;ht lover against your w..l. 
There is no invention mown by "bioh such a 
thins could bu done. in ordor to get elec¬ 
trical treotmont to any purser. some physical 
contact runt bo nn-.do ootv.ecn the an pure. ,.ufl ana 
the person, and no oleutricrl treatmont otn be 
Si von through the air. 

Mr. fiiison is quite sure that your 
own physician will -dviso you a i so_ to this e^ec 
and perhaos- if you show this letter to ,our 
nhyoioian he will advise you accordingly. 

Yours very truly, 

Kdiaon laboratory. 

A/7521. 
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August 9,1910. 

Mr. K. £. Kriohovetz, 
1001 Segal Street, 

Camden, H.J. 

Your letter of August 4th has been received, 
as well as your letter of August 8th with sketch. The 
last, two mentioned are being returnee to you with this 
letter by registered mail. 

ldr. Edison is away for sevoral weeks, but oven 
if he were here he would be so fully occupied day and 
night with his extensive affairs.and experimental .'ork 
that it would be absolutely impossible for him to 3P3J® 
a moment to devote to the consideration of the inventions 
of other persons, no matter-how important such inventions 
may seem to be. 

It is simply a waste of time on your part to 
think that Mr. Edison will give a moment's time to your 
ideas. He never looks at any invention or iioa • 
people, and we have his positive instructions not to bring 
them to his attention. 

Therefore, you will have to excuse Mr. Edison 
from giving any attention to the natter you have written 
about,' or proposed in the future. 

Yoursvery truly, 

Edison laboratory. 

Enclosures: 
Sketch and letter 
specifications. 



The West Chemical & Paint Co. 

Edison Laboratoriei 
Orange, N. J. 

Saptember 
Sixth 

JTjouJJS* a- 

Lota <*- 

The writer has for a long time tried to findi^_ 
suitable medium for a quick drying waterproof putty. 
The requirement is quick air drying, non-shrinking 
in drying and waterproof. 

The material we are trying to substitute is a dope 
made by mixing very fine wood dust with LePages 
Glue. This works very well except that it is not 
waterproof. 

Have tried various Japans, varnishes, shellac, 
cellulose products, casein, vegetable and blood 
Glues.and any number of other substances but still 
we are far from solving the problem. 

We are not seeking to uncover any trade secrets 
but thought possibly somewhere in your process of 
developing a satisfactory record material there 
might be a product we could make use of to suit 
our requirements either as a suggestion from you 
or perhaps you might be the source of supply. 

We would much appreciate any suggestion yai might 
offer which we are very willing to pay for. 

THE WEST CHEMICAL & PAINT CO. 

rjw/m 
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September 16, 1919. 

Mr. Erie White, 
Room 3s 335 B'way, 
He*.v York City. 

Bear Sirs- 

Your letter to Mr. Edison, of September 

12 has been reoelved and brought to his attention. He wishes 

me to say that yon can cone over at any time and he will talk 

with yon about the matter mentioned in your letter. 

I would suggest that you telephone me 

before oomlng over, so as to make sure that he will be here. 

Our telephone number le 6B00 - Orange, ask for Hr.Meadoworoft. 

Yours very truly. 

Asst, to Mr. Edison. 

25. 
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September 30, 1919. 

Sir. Henry Fischer, 
137’Tronont Street, 
Honroe, Hiohlgan. 

Dear Slr:- 

Xn my opinion a bulldjlng may bo 

protected from lightning by a properly installed Bystem 

of continuous conductors of ample oapaolty, well in¬ 

sulated from the building, provided suoh conductors, 

(Lightning rods), are properly connected to metallic 

plates of ample slae burled In earth which Is kept per¬ 

manently moist. I oannot undertake to prescribe or recom¬ 

mend any particular method or Bystem. 

Tours very truly, 
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October 30, 1919 

Ur. Andrew Lee, ( 
P. 0. Box #35, 
East Juniata, Pa. 

Bear Sir: 

Xour letter of October 12 has been received 

and submitted to Mr. Edison for his consideration. He wishes uo to say 

in reply that the phenomenon you mention Is well known. It was discovered 

by Armstrong in England many years ago, and has been commented upon by 

many scientific men. 

Yours very truly,- 

Edison Laboratory. 

Ediphoned:24 





December 1« 1919. 

Hr. J. H- Sturm, 
2126 BK" 21et 8t., 
rast Oakland, Cal. 

Mr. 231800 wishes me to acknowledge the 

receipt of your letter to him. onder date of'Hovemter 20, 

„hlch he read with much Intereet. TTe eaye that la a floe 

notice which you have tacked up In your chop, and congratu¬ 

lates you in getting rid of Inquiring hueyhodlee. 
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i. 
Oak Lane, phila., Pa. 
Beccmber 1st, 1919 

Thomas A. Edison Laboratory, 
Orange, N. J. 

Bear Sir:- Attention of Mr. Wm. Meadoworoft, 
Assistant to Mr. Edison. 

For over a year. Mr. Meadoworoft, I have devoted my 
spare time to developing a telephone device. I believe I have 
now reached the solution, and have designed a machine, which in 
operation, is as follows 

Party "A" calls a number (party "BP) Central informs 
party"A"that"B"does not answer; "A" answers central saying "I will 
leave a message? Central then connects him in the usual way; "A 11 
speaks his message in the usual way, just as though "BM were on the 
line. When "A" is finished, he hangs up the receiver, and that is 
all. Central disconnects in the usual way. When "B" arrives at 
his telephone, a signal is displayed, showing him that a message 
has been received during his absence; he pushes a button, and the 
message is delivered to him, not in any code or signals, but in 
plain English. 

All this is accomplished without any alteration of, or 
addition to the present telephone system. The device which I have 
designed is connected to the subscriber's telephone by short extent- 
ion wires, and uses the voltage and current of the present Bystem. 

There are one or two electrical and sound wave technical¬ 
ities, however, that X would like to have expert advice upon. 
Would it be possible to consult Mr. Edison, either directly, or 
through you Mr. Meadoworoft? If so, will you kindly make an 
appointment and I will come to East Orange for this purpose. 

X am a machinist of moderate means and will greatly 
appreciate any favor or advice from you. 



Deoomber 2,1919, 

Mr. Sulph A. Lambert, 
6718 M 6th Street, Oak Lune, 

Philadelphia, Pa. 

Dear Sir:- 

Your letter of Deoomber 1st has been 
roaeivea. I regret to disappoint you, but must 
neoossurily 'do so by informing you that Mr. Edison 
i3 not interested in e'njr way in inventions thut 
do not relate to our productj or business. 

Inventions of ull hinds are offered to 
him, running u- into thousands a year, but he 
oaolines to look into any of them os his time is 
fully and entirely t-ken up with hia own business 
and experimental work. 

fours vory truly, 

Assistant Ed is on, 



December 11, 1919, 
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Lux. ^3* 

Gentl emen: - 
•e^.iv VI <vi.c» i"-* 

cte<.cT-l;i.Ce t-<-i, , ^-it-wvK tH-ctA/ir. 
Our method of timing torpedoed here on qur A 

testing range is not very accurate, especially if the ,bU^-^-~ <■.«/*•»« 
water is at all rough, '.Ye get the time of the tor- J 
pedo in passing the different stations, 4,000, 7,000 tv cti.c 
etc,, hy seeing the bubbles of the wake when they first _ 
reach the surface, but as a torpedo may be as far away-^ 1) 
as 2 00 yardB from the observer, it is sometimes a very 1 , , r 
difficult matter to catch them. fMv.u-tii'l -v^v> 

How we have been thinking if i 'tore'£e any1"a<'vv £ W 
way that it would be feasible to time torpedoes by S-i» 
sound, by the use of a small diaphragm under water and . . ( . 
with a listener leading to the ear. Would the volumn oftM 
sound of the coming torpedo rise in intensity to a peak, . 
and just as the torpedo was opposite, start to die away? T\ / . 
In other words, would it be possible to detect the peakli>irk [lift t^*,*r* 
of sound when torpedo was directly opposite?Vjr'**■ f(<4 

If you could'give us any suggestions, either W*/ft**1** 
as to some instrument already on the market which would . , .n 
meet our needs, or as to any way v® could make some our-,[v<!•*-' ' 
selves, we would appreciate your courtesy and trouble p 

‘ ‘ ‘ >|^ A t 

Yours very truly, xtr 

very much indeed. 

LM/AM Superintendent 



■December 

B. "7. Bliss CO., 

Sag Barber, TTow vork. 

Gentlemen: Attention - rr. verserenu 

11 and in reply would say that with our boat laying 

the course, and with a three stage auaion. , we woul'’ 

have a powerful peak ns torpedoes passed along. 

I think you could got it very ai 

and tn my opinion, plain wator phonos would be all 

require. 

The Government has lots of them 

tfason, who was an oxperlmentor at Bow i.ondon, is fai 

with the whole sub.leot. You oan obtain his address 

Officials of the Submarine Base at Dew.London. 

Yours very 



Thomas A.Edison. 

West Orange. 

Dear Sir_ 

Schnabrl’s S>axnpl)nnp ©rrljDHtra 

MUSIC FOR DANCES AND ALL OCCASIONS 

„LLE.,NO,ANA X2/27.I9I9 

I would like to call your attension to an invention I have 

of a non-ricocheting shell. 

This shell is something that can he used to take the place of a torpedo 

at many times less the cost it is to he used for Naval battles only and 

to get the submorine* 

It will continue its course under water as well as in the air. 

You know it takes something to hit below the water line to sink a Vessel 

this is what this Shell is for.It consists of fifteen,15. diffrent parts 

can be made any size from 6.inch up to the largest and is very eimple. 

During the War I sent the drawings of my shell to the Goverment and they 

turned it down because I held back the secret that governs the shell.If 

you are interested in any thing of this kind please let me hear from you 

as I understand that it takes a Man with money to put things like this 

over and that is something I havent got. 

I have several other Inventions that I will write you about if you are 

interested. 

Wm.J.Schnabel 

510 East Illinois St. Evansville Ind. 
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Edison General File Series 
1919. Articles (E-19-03) 

This folder contains correspondence requesting Edison to write articles, 

letters from journalists and publishers seeking to interview him or solicit 
statements and photographs for publication, and other documents relating to 
articles by or about Edison and his inventions. In addition to the 
correspondence, there are multiple drafts of the articles and interviews, some 

written by Edison himself. Among the items for 1919 are documents relating 
to two published articles by journalist and frequent Edison interviewer Edward 

Marshall, one on international affairs, the effects of the recent war, the 
American economy, labor, and Prohibition; the other on the debate over 
regulation of electric street trolley fares and the larger issues of democracy 
and labor. Also included is a questionnaire submitted to Edison by pioneering 
science fiction publisher Hugo Gernsback, editor of the Electrical 
Experimenter, along with related correspondence about Gernsback's visit to 

the West Orange laboratory and a final draft of the published article. 

In addition, there are letters to and from Allan R. Benson of 
Reconstruction, D. W. Carr of Commercial West, G. C. Hopkins of Forecast, 

Verne H Porter of Cosmopolitan, and G. P. Talbott of the Augusta Herald on 
topics such as Henry Ford's libel trial, the metric system, Edison's diet, 

spiritualism, and the upcoming presidential election (Edison favored Herbert 
Hoover). A letter by Edison to the New York Sun pertains to a debate with 
Frank J. Sprague over the development of the electric trolley system a 

controversy spurred by the publication of the Marshall interview. There is also 
correspondence with Waldemar Kaempffert and Lloyd E. Darling of Popular 

Science Monthly regarding the discovery of the Edison effect and the proper 

attribution of credit for the development of John Ambrose Fleming's vacuum- 

tube thermionic valve. A communication from McCall's editor Bessie Beatty, 

written shortly after the announcement of the ratification of the Eighteenth 
(Prohibition) Amendment, solicits Edison's views on ways to convert saloons 

into useful institutions. 

Approximately 50 percent of the documents have been selected. The 

unselected material includes routine requests for biographical information or 

photographs, requests for contributions to commercial projects, and a list of 

questions for a Cosmopolitan interview to which Edison never responded. 

Most of these items received routine replies stating that Edison was unable 



to address the matter in question or that he was declining all requests. A few 
of the letters bear handwritten notations by Edison instructing his secretaries 
to respond with the usual excuses. Also unselected are duplicate and minor 
variant copies of the interviews represented in the selected documents along 
additional routine correspondence with some of the publishers, which was 

handled by Edison's personal assistant William H. Meadowcroft. 

Related documents on can also be found in numerous other folders in 

the 1919 Edison General File. 
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Edward Marshall Syndicate, 

Mr. Meadowcroft, 

Edison Laboratories, 

Orange, New Jersey. 

Dear Mr. Meadowcroft: 

X have been 'trying to get out to see you but have been held here by 

the irony of fate. Now X am going to ask you a favor. 

Mrs. Marshall has been in the hospital during the greater portion 

of the time since I saw you last and even now can1t get out very much. 

The Edison Phonograph was our principal joy during the dull in¬ 

active days and nights in London and if there is any way in which I can 

borrow for two or three weeks a small machine on which she might play 

the records which Mr. Edison was gorgeously good enough to send over 

to me, it would be a comfort to her. Pi 

I have been trying to rent one at the Edisoir25oo^» but find it 

impossible to do so. All I want is a little chap. Not one of the big 

. fellows. If you could help me out, X shall be very grateful. I believe 

it would do Mrs. Marshall more good than almost anything else. The Edison 

machine meant so much to us during the long weary war months. 

Why don’t you come over to see us? We are at the Hotel Wentworth, on 

the north side of West 46th Street between fifth and sixth Avenues. Of course, 

I need not assure you that, if you can arrange it so that we can rent or 

borrow a small machine, it will be very carefully looked after and returned 

before we sail. 
' Very sincerely 



April 14,1919. 

Mr. Edward Marshall, 
Hotel 'Wentworth,- 

•" West 46th'Street,' 
Hew York, II.Y. 

Dear Mr. Marshall: 

I have received your letter of 
April 12th, and fortunately Mr. Edison came in this 
morning: from Florida and I was able to get his consent 
to loan you a phonograph for tv;o or threo weeks. I 
have taken the matter up with the proper Department 
of our Company and they are going to send instructions 
to our people in Hew York to deliver an instrument up 
at the Hotol. So, T hope that by the time you re¬ 
ceive thi3, you will all be happy. 

I took the liberty of telephoning the Hotel 
and Mrs. Marshall oaid 'that ,ycu have some records there. 

I am sorry to learn of‘Mrs. Marshall’s ill 
health, and trust that she may soon be entirely recovered. 

I expect to be in Hew'York within the next 
tiyo or threo days, as I have an errand that Mr. Edison 
wants me to perform, and I shall hope that I may have 
time to drop’in and see you. 

With kind regards, I remain. 

Very sincerely yours, 
and Yours for the Victory Liberty Loan, 

Assistant to Mr. Edison. 

A/6906. 



Friday" 

Dear Mr Headowcroft: 

I was under a misapprehension with regard to the prohibition 

of further queries regarding to labor. The additional queries 

which X wrote were in line with what I think the public would 

value from Mr'Edison. But the questions which I now am sending 

along are as interesting, I think. I am leading off, cf course, 

triih the labor queries as you suggested them. I have been held 

all day yesterday and all night last night by the presence in 

A 
Hew. York for two days only cf Ralph Blums nfeld, of The London 

Daily Express (owner and editor) next most important journalist 

to Horbholiffe in Great Britain, who had this noon gone to Chi¬ 

cago but who i3 most anxious to meet Mr Edison on his return. 

Also a very important matter Ins arisen wife regard to the possi¬ 

ble exploitation of the Edison phonograph and other Edison pro¬ 

ducts in Russia, China and Japan. One of my best friends is 

about to start on a wonderful business-building trip for various 

American interests of the.highest character (not as a salesman: 

he is a man of great distinction) and I am sure would be glad 

to talk wilh sons of your representatives if you cared to have. 

. ,, „ „„ mvnro’+.imitv. I thin , whi dh should not h£ 



2 Meadowcroft 

missed." I am astonished by the imp rtance of the connections 

be air®, &y bas Ads although. I helped him make them both in 

Great'Britain and America. 

Am rushed to death today, this heirs for me cable day for 

t be European Sunday press. 

Always yours 

liar shall 

p. S. X cannot tell you how very much toward solving my^very 

difficult psychological problem has been done by the phonograph. 

Last night, for instance, for two hours we had a very quiet, 

happy time, without a thought of worry. I know of nothing else 

which has beai so effective in removing the patient's mind- 

from her worries. The phonograph is the best dootor X have foui 

fouih• "Concerts and music played to audiences of course being 

impossible in the oiicunstanoes. If things pull through all 

right it will be due largely to thephonograph. It pulled us 

through the air-raids in London and seems likely to pull us 

through this emergency in Hew York. 
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X asked Ur. Kdieon if, in his opinion, the World 
is likely to slip book as Boon as may be out of the immense 
energization which the war has brought to it. 

"I am not sure that the war has energized America 
to anv great extent", he answored. "Our onergdW- hasoboen 
on the ascending soale, but it has oortainly energized Europe, 
whore, outside of mad Oermuny, energetic actions were on a 
deoonding saole. They have now loamed to do things rapidly, 
gained wider vision and will produce more and larger ideas 
than ever before". 

"If it wore not for the millions who have been killed 
and the moro numerous millions who muut mourn, I should say 
that this great awakening is worth tho wholo 003t cf the war 
in Kuropo.' Humanity haB advanced 250 years in 4. Surely 
this was true in Franoe, in England, in Italy, in Belgium and 
In tho 3alkans. It was true to some extent in Japan, but 
v;e do not know much about it there". 

"While the people have been energized, thoy have boon 
taught by oannon and machine gun that the Golden Rule, aftor 
all. is not u bad proposition for incorporation into thoir 
constitutions". 

"The brotherhood of man has advanced a decade". 

Could anything teach tho humanities, so called, 
so effectively as the groat society cf the Red Cross? 

"To me this Society appears to be the highest 
achievement, not of tho brain, but of the bouI of man". 

This war has revealed to all the inmost character 
of tho people of all nations. 

Ho longer will it be possible for a Hution to 
sail under falBe colors, to claim to be superior in effioienoy 
when the actual facts are that the real efficiency was only 
15 percent, tho balance of 85 percent being composed of 
oommorolal and diplomatic dishonesty. 

The war has also brought about a combination of 
the bettor nations, nations which contain n larger number 
of fine people per capita than some other nations. 

While sufficient majority of men have not yet 
reached that stage of oivilization wboro tho Golden -Rule is 
much in vogue, I think the League of nations will bo a great 
aid in keeping militarism and its consequent expense within 
bounds. In any event, it Beams bettor than a combination, 
of 3 or 4 large nations, by treaties made in the old way. 
for the reaeon that thoso treaties never had a soul. They 
were based on self interest, while, in the League of Rations 
we have the soul, because we include several weak and belpleBe 
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nations, like Guatemala, Serbia, ete. This is an aot which 
proVeB that the league really has a aoul. 

All informed Americana feel a certain satisfaction 
with the record of our oountry in this regard. We have 
practiced that which we have preaohed in international affairs, 
at least. We praotioed what we preached in Cuba, wo aro 
putting what we preached into praotico as rapidly as possible 
in the Philippines, we, the Amorioan nation, have praotioed 
what we, the Amorioan nation, preaohed with relation to the 
great world war. 

But the world will not go right continuously till the 
man upon the street in evory nutlon achieves a sense of 
personal responsibility with regard to the affairs of Government. 
Hot only must the higher offioiala, entrusted with the manage¬ 
ment of things in whatever way may be the custom of oaoh 
country, be honest, high-minded and progressive, but they must 
watoh continually and show real forethought. Thero must be 
as muoh of the spirit of forecasting in Government as in 
intelligently oonduotod business. A great corporation which 
was as blind to the intentions, even to the porformunohos of 
its important business rivals as Great Britain und all the 
roet of the European Allies ware to the plainly ovidonoed 
intentions and plain performances of the German Government 
and plain in the way of preparations for war, would go into 
financial bankruptcy at express-train speed. 

Aftor all, imagination may bo regarded as a prime 
necessity in Government as it i3 in literature, oil-production 
invontion - everything. That one thing which we designate 
as imagination, is really one of the rarest qualities of the 
brain. It ia not near 8s common as people generally suppose 
in fact, it is not as highly devalopod in the higher leaders 
of nations, as in the great industrialists and non of buainoss 
in America. It was plain to many of the lattor and some of 
£»2,??pUlQF lo?dor8. wlJh imaginations'll iwhat would be the 
result on America should Germany oruBh Franco and gain the 
channel ports. Had aotion been takon, or ovon plans for 
action boen made upon the opening of the war. we know that 
it would have shortened the war and Bavad countless lives. 

0.rnrn From now on the world will, at least, demand bettor 
uovomment Bnd especially Government more mentally acute 
Democracy ia spreading and the greatest danger lying in 
democracy is its tendenoy toward the establishment of a huge 
and in efficient bureauoraoy. That is what we all must 

ButUSf«nt?-p1I01!’ “uat tr^ t0 de-buroauoratize democracy. 
autAnrl™ LK° n°^’ d8=oora°y will still be better than 7 

?y,«- £0W that ml«ht b® modified, for, though 
alef^on^hii^rT^L1^ P°°Pl8 ^ee If they do not * 
sleep on their rights. But there are possibilities of 

i° democracy whioh novor hevo boon realised. The 

know th^-hnv18^8 thBt aa„lon* aa P0°Pla remain free and 
know they have the power of ohango, they don't mind ln3ffioienoies. 
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Efficiency would astonish them. That is an attitude of mind 
out of which we must educate ourselves. 

Bureaucracy ruled the Russias for centuries through 

the Osar as a formula. 

Prance is one of the finest nations and a Republic 
yet she is burdened ^eadening ^reauc^cy. ^ ^isjo 

?tatesUIf increLlSg a&ingly. Congress should take drastic 

steps to out it to the bone. 

What wa need to advance America and inorease the 

X cannot see that Governments are improving their 

meddling of a stupid bureaucracy will advance with great strides. 
J?e have8made morePadvanoes in production by automatic machinery 

than in the previous 20 years. Imaginative men in all parts 
of the worldare working with ceaseless energy ia 
now called luxuries within the reach of the man with the hoe. 
If this is not interfered with, the present standard of wages 
can be kept up, in fact, they can be advanoed. Automatic 
maohineryPmeans high wages. Mo machinery aB in China, means 
low wages. Automatic machinery does not throw men out of work 
as it appears at first sight. 

Man has a stomaoh whioh holds about 1400 oubio centi¬ 
meters of food in bulk. All he possibly can do is to fill it 
3 or 4 times each day. Therefore, the demand for food iB always 
limited to this oapaoity, but for everything else than food the 
demand is unlimited. Uan will buy everything he has money to 
buy with. S 

Automatic machinery oheapens things so that many can 
buy. If the machinery now is made still more intricate and 
produces with greater speedl there is an enormous increase in 
buyers and so on. '' M „ 

Pord mad# and sold before the war 6Q0,0Q»oars^and 
sold them for $350 each and employed 25,000 men. rIf more auto¬ 
matic machinery were to be introduced, in Ford’s shop, and all 
the shops from whioh Pord buys his material, he could probably 
sell the oar for $176. This prioe would bring it within the 
means of several times greater number of people and Pord and all 
the shops would have to employ more men. 

I asked Mr. Edison about prohibition. 
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*"I believe in prohibition of everything Bold that 
effoota mens nervoo or makes them artificially abnormal, like 
aloohol Opium, eto. But, not to oarry it to the extent of 
forbidding the sale of subatanoo which produce no abnormal 
effects as to health or the behavior of one person towards 
another. As I stated before,the human stomach holds about 
1400 cubic centimeters in bulk. This being the case the 
amount of aloohol which can bo taken in beer, for instance, 
is limited if the alcoholic content is limited to such an 
amount that by no possibility could it produce the slightest 
abnormal effect on a person when taken in excess, or injure 
his health." Why should we forbid its sale? A great many 
of our people use beer at their social meets. It has become 
a custom. Why disturb it? Why bo poets? Why not be practical? 

Another thing about the prohibition law; the tariff 
laws and many other laws. Congress passes the law, then in 
many oases, such as a radiocl change in the tariff, the moment 
the bill passes the whole business of the United States is 
thrown into confusion and it takes the highly involved inter¬ 
locked Industrial system some time to adapt itself to the 
change. Larger masses move slowly. Why do they not Bprend 
the change over a period, say of 3 to 5 year3. so people would 
know what to expect and could adapt themselves easily to the 
cbengod conditions without much loss or oonfusion. 

I asked Mr. Edison to express himself in regard to 
the suggestion generally current in American that a working 
arrangement in international affairs between England and America 
would be a useful thing. 

I don't think we need an understanding between 
England and America, he answered, although I don't see any harm. 
Both England and America keep thoir word. A worded treaty 
would weaken it. Pierpont Morgan's word was always better than 
his bond, as the wording of tho latter might be questioned by 
lawyers. 

England need not worry about what America would do in 
some future contingency. If wo wont across the sea to fight 
for humanity without possibility of gain onoo, thon, under like 
conditions, we would do the same without treaties or League of 
Nations. There ia no doubt about this because the moral 
principles are controlling men's aotions moro and more as the 
world grows older. 

Mr. Edison what have you to say about the statements 
in Europe that tho American's whole life is the chase of the 
almighty dollar. I think this war has put a kink in that 
statement, and many Europeans now see things In a different light. 

I wont through Europe in an automobile before the Kar. 
I found more enthusiasm for the pursuit of money than I ever saw 
in the United States. This was true of Germany and somewhat in 
Prance. Even the Englishman is a pretty fair chaser, but not 
objeotionable. 
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The acquirement of wealth in Amoriounia at present the 
only way for men to prove their ability. It ia e measure of cuccosi 
but the majority of AmerioanB oare nothin* for nonoy aftor they 
have proved their ability by ita acquirement. They give it 
away in every direction In countless millions. In Europe 
they have other means of distinguishing themselves - ; Sooial 
prominence, titleB, barons, Vons, etc. nothing is loft for 
the poor American but acquiring money, consequently America will 
never be a dead nation. 

I ashed Kr. Edison to say something about the general 
relationship between capital and labor. 

The thought that there iff really the slightest justifi¬ 
cation for antagonism is the foolish reason at the bottom of all 
troubles, he roolicd. As a matter of fact tko interests of 
capital and labor are identical and in America this, more and 
moro generally, is being acknowledged. 

Mean men sometimes control capital, and they got their 
names into tho papers and their methods into the minds of 
workingmen in general. But thoy are no more representative of 
American employers than the I. tf. 'll. is representative of Ameri¬ 
can workers. Often thoy have brought about justifiable antag¬ 
onism on tho part of the workingman. 

But, on tho other hand, laboring men are not Invariably 
angels. Often thoy are foolish and somctimoc they are worse. 
They somotineo have 'boon prone to uso a club as argument when 
reason would have been much more effective. 

Somo unions would havo won fur more if they had chosen 
men of even temper instoud of rough nocks as their reproseot&tivos, 
just as some employers' organisations would have accomplished 
moro if they had picked out raou of Justice and of vision as their 
spokesmen and their program-makers instead of the short-sighted 
and ill-informed men whom they havo ohosen. 

Both sidos are likely to forget that more flies oan be 
caught with syrup than with vinegar. 

Labor sometimes pussies mo. It demanded eight hours 
work aa a day in raony faotorios in this vicinity, including my 
own. It was given 8 hours with time and a half for overtime. 
Tho result was that all worked 10 hours to got the ovortime. 
How on account of slack work in some of these factories all are 
working 8 hours and the men are growling because they can't work 
10 hours. I shall ask Unole Samuel Gompors when ho gets well 
to figure this out for mo. 
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I asked Mr. Edison if he approved the International Eabor 
Programme as outlined by Samuel Gompers for submission to the 
Peace Conference and he said he did, at the same time expressing 
high regard for the great American labor leader and deep regret 
beoause of his serious accident. 

He added that he saw no reason to believe that the adoption 
of the programme would cause embarrassment to manufacturing and 
that he would fully endorse labor’s stand in connection v/ith the 
Bine Points. 

He spoke, then, optimistically of the effect of service 
in the war upon the American worker's psychology. Many men 
went to the front from the Edison Industries and every one who 
has been able to return and wished to, has found his old plaoe 
ready for him, while, at the same time, the Edison organization 
has given a general preference to returned men which ha3 resulted 
in the employment of many discharged soldiers who never before 
were employed by it. 

In this connection it may interest the reader to know 
that within a week or two I shall have the privilege of laying 
before the readers of this newspaper exclusively the statement 
of Mr. Charles Edison, son of the world-famous wizard, with 
regard one of the m03t interesting labor experiments ever planned 
in the United States. 

Charles Edison has devoted a great portion of his thought 
to the vast problem of ideal relationships between American 
capital and labor. Ho is an able and direct thinker and his 
conclusions must be aoooptod as momentous, especially, perhaps, 
because of Mr. Edison’s close friendship with Henry Ford, whose 
very different experiment he has watahad with the m03t sympathetio 
and intonse interest. 

In view of tho impending carefully considered statement 
of Charles Edison, I questioned his distinguished fathor no 
further along these lines, but went back to the realm of inter¬ 
national relationships. 

The international consideration of labor problems is to 
be encouragei, he went on. We oannot have too many international 
committees. The world becomes smaller every time an international 
oommittea is organized and begins to work intelligently and it 
will be easier to run a small world well than it has been in the 

An now Mr. Edison branched into a hint of wonderful things 
ere long ooming in electrical development. This international¬ 
ization of thought would be Impossible, said he, without the 
continually increasing improvement in international oommunioation. 
But that continues and rapidly will become more effective. 
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I am almost certain that trans-ooeanio telephonio oommunioa- 
tion is to he a praotioal thing, an accomplishment sure to become 
presently a matter of everyday habit, like long distance calls 
between Hew York and Chioago. Presently, on payment of $40 
or $50 a minute for the transmission of the actual spfcen word, 
whioh will be a charge low in oomparision with the present cable 
tolls, for the transmission of signals spelling words we shall 
be able to talk quite as freely between London and New York as 
we now talk between Chioago and Hew York. Such things will 
help far more than treaties to bring about international under¬ 
standings and prevent warB. 

The internationalquestions, claims and haggling over 
treaties by one Country or the other to get more than it is 
morally entitled to, remindsme of Bob Ingersoll's definition 
of a one-Bided oontraot, whioh was, that a rooster •8n*k'0.<lui'J?£e 
tried to make a oontraot that they would not step on each other's 
toes. v ( UJvVVCv 
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Edison 

By 

I asked Mr. Edison if in his opinion the world is likely to slip 

back as soon as may be out of' the immense energization which the war has 

brought to it. 

"I'm riot sure that the war energized America", he answered. "Our 

energy had bee'h on the ascending scda. But it energized Europe, where 

energy was on the descending scale, at least outside of Germany where it 

was so madly misdirected. But Europe certainly was energized and won't 

slip back at once or, perhaps, at all. Europe has learned to do things 

more rapidly than it used to do them. It has gained a wider vision and is 

producing bigger ideas than ever it did before. 

"if it were not for the millions who have been killed and the more 

-numerous millions who in consequence mu3t mourn, I should say that this 

great energization was worth the whole cost a the war to Europe. If we 

could^have had the energization of the war without its suffering it would 

have been the greatest thing*in human history.' - 

"Through it humanity advanced 250 years in four. Surely this was true 

in France, in England, in Italy, in'Belgium and in the Balkans; it was 

true also in Japan, tout we don’t know much about it here; and it was true 

in Germany, where, I imagine, most of the war's good results were lost for 

this generation, but will be apparent in the next. Perhaps the war helped. 
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2 - Edison 

Germany more than anybody else, for it must be that it taught her that 

every theory on which she'had been basing everything v;as wrong -- dead 

wrong. ^ 

"She will have to start a whole new train of thought; but if she 

had kept on with the old br.e she would have destroyed herself completely, 

root and branch, for all time to come. The war revealed the character <£ 

the German people as they existed at the time of its outbreak and it must 

be that their complete defeat is teaching them to change their educational 

system and other influences which formed it as it was so that- it may be 

very different in days to come. 

) . ' 

"The war has brought about a combination of the' better nations> the 

real human beings, to prevent war in the future and to build a world in 

which Armies and Navies -will absorb less men, material and thought than 

in the past. 

fiThis combination was inevitable. No quarrels over dotailg could 

stop it. I believe it may go further than many of us think at this time. 

Economic pressure will necessitate it jmst as economic-pressure will compel 

elimination of much of the -old military expense. Even without the League 

of Nations we would have had a combination of some kind -- probably 

several combinations• 
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jjfyery likely linking in the League is the tetter course for it ought 

to make one family of all of us tb an extent nbt hitherto considered possible 

or desirable, and no League which does not include all will be effective. A 

League of Nations would be possible of which the members would be Guatemala, 

-San Salvador and Serbia. Such a combination would constitute a League but 

not a useful, workable League. 

"The generally-lnclusive Loague which is proposed will work as long, 

and only just as long, as the dominant nations-, in complete aeeord, wish it 

to work and this wish on their part will be strong exactly as their acquaintance, 

their actual understanding one of the other is complete, and as long as, 

speaking generally, they and the League they-form, practice the unselfishness 

which always has been preached as the necessary foundation for a League of 

Nations. 

"All informed Americans feel a certain satisfaction with the record of our 

country in this regard. We have practiced that which we have preached in 

international affairs at least. We practiced what we preached in Cuba, we are 

putting what we preached into practice as rapidly as pa sibId, in the Fhillipines, 

we, the American Nation, have practiced what we, the American nation, preached 

with relation to the great world war. 

"But the world will not go right continuously till the man uponthe street 

',in every nation achieves a sense of personal responsibility with regard to th* 



[ATTACHMENT/ENCLOSURE] 

4 - Edison 

affairs of Government. Not only must the higher officials, entrusted with the 

management of things in whatever way may he the custom of each country, he 

honest, high-minded and progressive, hut they must watch continually and show 

real forethought. There must he as much eff the spirit of prophecy in Govern- . 

'meat as' in intelligently conducted business. A great corporation which was 

as blind to the intentions, even to the performances of its important business 

rivals as Great Britain and ail the rest of the European Allies were to the 

plainly evidenced intentions and plain performances of the German Government, 

in the way of preparations for war, would go into financial bankruptcy at 

express-train spped. 

"After all, imagination may he regarded as a prime necessity in Govern¬ 

ment as it is in literature, oil-product!on, invention — everything. 

"But really an indictment for the lack of it will hold no more firmly 

against Great Britain and Francef^hose poverty of ’imagination allowed Germany 

to strike unexpectedly, fiercely and effectively, than it will fegainst America. 

"If'any measureahly accurate imagination had pervaded the American nation 

with effective force we would have seen that our entrance into the war; was 

inevitable from the very start and by entering it earlier we would have short¬ 

ened it, saving the world Incalculable loss. 

"It was clear from the time of .the sinking of the Lusitania, to any accu¬ 

rately imaginative mind, that we must, participate, that, looking at the matter 
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through.parely selfish eyes, we could not afford to let Germany defeat Prance 

and England and control them and all that which they controlled. 

"Prom now on the world will demand tetter Government and especially 

Government more mentally acute. Democracy is spreading'and the greatest danger 

lying in democracy is its tendency toward the establishment of inefficient 

burocracy. That is what we all must struggle to avoid. We must try to de- 

burocratize democracy. 

"But even if we do not democracy will be better than autocracy, no matter 

how that might be modified, for, though inefficient, it will leave the 

people free. But there are possibilities of efficiency in democracy which 

never have been realized. The reason for this is that as long as people 

remain free they don't mind inefficiencies. Efficiency would astonish them. ■ 

That is an attitude of mind out of which we must educate ourselves. If once 

we get into the mental and political habit of demanding from democracy the 

efficiency of which it is quite' capable we shall be all right. 

"Until that habit is established I don't think we safely can expect much 

more .than we are getting from one Governments. We must learn how to govern 

by majority without too much burocracy. If we could cout seven-tenths of 

that which now exists out of the demmcratio governments which now exist we 

thereby would gain tnfiifce infinitely. Only an autocracy can be more danger 

ous than a burocracy. Prance is a fine nation, but is burdened by a deadening 
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burooracy. T^ere is too irmich burooracy in Italy. There is too muoh hurooraoy 

in the United States.- 

"So, inasuch as governments, I am afraid, are not improving moh, it 

seems to he that humanity must pin its faith to industry, which is advancing 

very rapidly Industry isn *t being deadened by burooracy. Industry is 

progressing, largely through the development of automatic machinery , faster 

than ever it did before - twice as fast as ever. In six years we have made 

an advance as great as that/the previous quarter-century and we show no/ 

signs of slackening speed. We are making new discoveries at a constantly 

increasing rate. 

"My impression is that principally through this great advance and in 

a minor way through various other influences we shall be able to keep up 

wages at their present standard, finding that not merely good in war but 

good in peace,-at the same time decreasing the cost of manufactured art¬ 

icles so that'every dollar of the increased wage will mean more tb the man 

who earns it than/’dollar of the smaller wage meant in the old days. For 

th-ere will be no lack of demand for the cheapened and improved article 

produced iby the new and better methods. The human animal is. so constituted 

that he wants everything that he can get. The more he is offered and the lower 

the price the more he will buy and the more he buys that can be useful and 

learns effectively to use the better will the world be. 



[ATTACHMENT/ENCLOSURE] 

- Edison 

"To go back to the matter of .the human animal's mind. His only limited 

demand is for food." 

This thought of Mr. Edison's, at first' is rather startling, but re¬ 

flection shows its accuracy. The only thing which man demands in absolutely 

limited quantities is the one thing absolutely requisite to the perpetuation 

of his life. He can wear unlimited value, he can live in houses of unlimited 

value with surrounding rounds of unlimited extent and value, he can own 

yachts, motor-cars, travel, spend money on his loved ones; but his con¬ 

sumption of and therefore his demand for that requisite are 

strictly limited. 

I asked Mr. Edison about prohibition. 
■& 

"X favor it", he said. "Most thinking men, I believe, favor it. I 

don't believe that two per cent, beer would be harmful, but I think 2.75 

per cent beer is too close to the danger iimrk. Perhaps-it might be difficult 

to prove that such an alcoholic content will cause drunkeness, but it is too 

near that possibility. While we are at it we should do the job with 

definite commonsense, keeping really away from danger. I believe beer whicft 

is an absolutely non-intoxicating beverage may have advantages — may be a 

useful ^ocial thing. ' 

"But the thing that puzzles me is: why sho.uld it be necessary for this 



[ATTACHMENT/ENCLOSURE] 

8 - Edison 

nation to change Its habits with such suddenness? Haven’t we the strength 

of character to do It gradually? It would cause far less dislocation. This 

necessity for cataclysmic action is a puzzling thing. Why not put prohibition 

pver In, say, fifteen years? No one would be ruined, no^one would be 

justifiably rebellious. . 

"But it is our national tendency to do things upon impulse. Go back 

to our Civil War. If we had abolished slavery gradually it might have been far 

better for everyone concerned; certainly it could have been accomplished vvith- 

out warfare and without enmities, without the ruin of the tens of thousands 

who were ruined and without establishing the enmities which are only now 

diminishing to the point of disappearance after the lapse of half-a-cenhry. 

We ought to learn to do things gradually. Tariff changes should come gradu¬ 

ally. Every change in governmental methods affecting the habits of the 

people should be gradual." 

I asked Mr. Edison to express himself with regard to the suggestion 

generally current in America that a working arrangement in international 

affairs between England and America would be a useful thing. 

"I don’t think we need any new treaties between Great Britain and America", 

’ he answered, "although I don’t see how any treaty we both would sign could do 

harm. But the word of both the British and Americans is better than their 
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treaties. That is a peculiarity of Anglo-Saxons. Pierpont Morgan's bond might 

be disputed by some lawyer. His word never could be. 

"Great Britain doesn't need to worry and isn't worrying about fair 

treatment from America. If we went across the sea this time to fight for 

human good without the slightest possibility of gain in prospect we would 

do it again when need arose. She knows that. In other words the moral 

obligation of America is better than her treaty bond and England knows it, 

just as we in the United States are sure that^the moral obligation of Great 

Britain is better than any treatypbond which might be signed. I hope and I 

believe the English are beginning really to know us as we are to know them. 

"I believe Europeans are generally beginning to appreciate the sheer 

absurdity of talking of Americans as dqllar-chasers. I went through jSurope 

not so very long before the war. I found there more enthusiasm in pursuit 

of money than I ever saw in the United States. This certainly was true in 

Germany and probably in France. I rather think the average Englishman also, 

likes money. 

"What makes the tendency to start out after money seem predominant in 

the United States is the fact that jl&iere a man can get public recognition 

easiest through getting money. It is the only avenue to prominence open here 

to men of mediocre mind, although by saying that I do not mean to say that all 
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men of money have mediocre minds, in Europe there are several other paths 

which the un-great can follow tfc achieve the semblance of true grandeur. 

For instance they have dukedoms and other foolishnesses which are not open 

to Americans. 

"We have no Dukedoms, so it is hard for us to' indicate personal superior¬ 

ity unless it is extremely real. The average man, if he would seem upon 

parade to be above the average, must be a millionaire, it is that fact which 

has thrust a certain type of American mind into made pursuit of dollars which 

it does not actually need. It is not' a pursuit of dollars for the mere love 

of dollars; Americans actually love money less than Germans love it, leBS 

than Frenchmen or Italians love it. In this I think they average up about, 

with other Anglo-Saxons. - 

I asked Mr'. Edison to say something about the general relationships between 

oapital and labor. 

"The thought that 'there is really the slightest justification for antag-' - 

onism is the foolish reason at the bottom of all troubles," he replied. "As 

a matter of fact the interests of capital and labor are identical and in 

America this, more and more generally ihacs is being, acknowledged. 

"Mean men sometimes, control capital, and they get their names.into the' 

papers and their methods into the minds of workingmen in general. But they are 
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no more representative of American employers thanthe I*W#W. is prepresentative 

of American workers, often they have brought about justifiable antagonism on 

the part of workingmen. 

“But,on the other hadn, laboringmen are not invariably angels. Often . 

they are foolish and sometimes they are worse. They sometimes have been 

prone to use a club as argument when reason would have been much more effective. 

"Some unions would have won far more if they l.ad chosen men of even 

temper instead of rough necks as their representatives, just as some employers' 

organizations would have accomplished more if they had picked out men of 

justice and ofvision as their spokesmen and their programpmakers instead cf 

the short-sighted and ill-informed men whom they have chosen. 

"Both sides are likely to forget that more flies can be caught with 

syrup than with vinegar. 

"Labor sometimes puzzles me. In my establishment- it demanded eight 

hours and I gave it to them. Now it wishes to go back to ten." 

I asked Mr. Edison if he approved the International Labor Programme as 

outlined by Samuel Gompers for submission to the Peace Conference add he said 

he did, at the same time expressing high regard for the great American labor 

leader and deep.regret because of his serious accident. 

He added that he saw no reason to believe that the adoption of the programme 
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would cause embarrassment'to manufacturing and that he would fully endorse 

labor's stand in connection v/ith the Nine Points* 

He spoke, then, optimistically of the effect of service in the war upon 

the American worker's psychology. Many men went to the front from the Edison 

industries and every one who has been able to return and wished to has found 

his old place ready for him, while, at the same^time, the Edison organization 

has given a general preference to returned men which hhs resulted in the em¬ 

ployment of many discharged soldiers who never before were employed by it. 

In this connection it may interest the reader to know that within a 

week or two I shall have the privelege of laying before the readers of this 

newspaper exclusively the statement of Mr. Charles Edison, sone of the world- 

famous wizard, with regard to one of the most.interesting labor experiments 

ever planned in the united States. 

Charles Edison had devoted a great portion of his thought to the vast 

problem of ideal relationships between American capital and labor. He is an 

able and direct thinker and his conclusions must be’ accepted as momentous, 

especially, perhaps, because of Mr. Edison's close friendship with Henry Ford, 

whose very different experiment he has watched with the most sympathetic and 

intense interest. 
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In view of the. impending carefully considered statement of Charles 

Edison I questioned his distinguished father no further along these lines, 

but went back to the realm of international relationships. . 

"The international consideration of labor problems is to be encouraged", 

he went on. "We cannot have too many international committees. The world 

bedomes smaller every time an international committee is organised and begins 

to work intelligently and it will be easier to _run a small wcrld well than 

it has been in the past to run a big world we11-“ 

And'now Mr.' EdisbS branched into a hint of wonderful things ere long 

' coming in his own line of electrical development. 

im „ 
-This internationalization of thought would be/possible", said he, With¬ 

out the continually increasing improvement in international communication. 

But. that continues and rapidly will become more effective. 

!ix ^ absolutely oertain that trahs.-oceanic telephonic communication is 

a practical thing -- an accomplishment sure to become, presently, a matter of 

everyday haboit, like long distance calls b.etween New York arid 'ChicagoPres¬ 

ently on payment of *4* or.$60 a minute (which will be’a charge-for the trans- 

-mission of the actual spoken word low in comparison with the present cable- 

tolls for the transmission of signals spelling words) we shall- be able to 

talk quite as freely between London and New York as we now talk between Chicago 
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and New York. Such things willxhelp far more than treaties to bring about 

international understanding and prevent war. 

"The international situation before and even during the peace Conference 

has reminded me of that situation which existed between the rooster and ,the 

horse which led the rooster to explain emphatically to his equine friend 

that if they wished the friendship to maintain they must be careful not to 

step upon each other's toes. Perhaps we'll get something a little better 

in the future.1 
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IT THIRTY-NINTH STREET. NEW YORK 

~~ VJ\j May 17, 1919. 

William H. Meadoworoft, Esq., 
c/o Thomas A. Edison Company, 
Orange, Hew Jersey. 

Dear Mr. Ileadowcroft:- 

j We are about to publish in the 

^.Popular Science Monthly an article on vacuum 

bulbs and the part that they have played in 

the development of radio communication- As 

you know, the original Fleming valve was 

really a practical application to the problem 

of radio communication of the Edison effect. 

This fact is lost sight of in most popular 

discussions of the subject. We would like to 

emphasize this. In order to do so we would 

like to publish a picture of Mr. Edison demon¬ 

strating the principle — preferably a pic¬ 

ture with the old apparatus. If this is not 

available I wonder if Mr. Edison would not do 

me the favor of posing for a photographer 

whom I will send to the laboratory. I 

historial interest. 



With many thanks, believe 

wk/os 

Faithfully yours. 

Editor. 



May 21,1919 

Mr. '.Valdemer Kaowpffert, 
225 west 39th Street, 

Hew York, H.Y. 

Dear Mr. Kaempffert: 

I am in receipt of your letter 
of May 17th, which X have ehown to Mr. Edison. He 
wiahee me to tell you that we will have our Photographs 
make the pjoture, and X will try and attend to it wUlii 
the next few days. 

Mr. Edison 3ays he noticed that Flemings 
book gave him no credit for the initial discovery. 

With kind regards, I remain, 

■ Sincerely yours. 

Assistant to Mr. Edison. 

A. 7195. 



May 22,1519. 

Mr* 'A'aldomar iCaempffert, 
225 West 29th Street, 

Hew York, II.Y. 

My dear Mr. Kaempffert: 

Supplementing my lettor of 
yesterday, lot mo surest to you to turn to the fir3t 
volume of The Transactions of the American Institute 
of Electrical Enginoers. You will find nine pa^es 
of printed matter relating to the formation of tho 
Society at the beginning of this volume, and immedintoly 
after that is a paper read by Professor Edwin J. Houston 
before the American institute of Electrical Engineers 
at Philadelphia, October, 1884. This paper Was all 
about the "Edison Effect", and'is illustrated. I think 
thi3 paper would be of considerable holp to you. 

I shall hope to sond you-the photograph of 
Mr. Edison tomorrow, and will send it by Special Deliver 

Youra very truly. 

Assistant to i_r. Edison. 

A/7218. 
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225 WEST THIRTY-NINTH STREET. NEW YORK 

May 26, 1919. 

Mr. William H. Meadowcroft, 
Assistant to Mr. Edison, 
Laboratory of Thomas A. Edison, 
Orange, New Jersey. 

Dear Mr. Meadowcroft:- 

We have your letters of May 21 and 

22, supplementing our telephone conversations of 

a day or two ago. Also I have secured photoprint 

oopies of the paper by ProfeBsor Houston in the 

A.I.E.E. Proceedings to which you refer. The 

photographs of Mr. Edison about which Mr. Alten- 

barten, your assistant, telephoned Friday, arrived 

in due course. 

The photographs are indeed excep¬ 

tional, and please extend to Mr. Edison our appre¬ 

ciation of his exceeding courtesy in posing for us. 

To have these pictures will be a noteworthy addi¬ 

tion to the article. We shall try to do the sub¬ 

ject justice. Your own co-operation has been of 

great help, and we thank you very much indeed. 

May I ask whether the valves Mr. Edison 

has in his hand and on the table are the original ones 

in the '80's and whether they are the same ones in¬ 

dicated by drawing in Professor Houston’s article? 

They look very nearly the same but I cannot be sure. 

Also has anything ever been 
written 
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down on how Mr. Edison came to think of the un¬ 

usual idea of putting a plate near the filament 

of one of his lamps? Was he after the effect 

purposely, or was it an unexpected result? Or 

how did it all come about. 

In short, we would he interested 

in some of the circumstances of the discovery, 

if any journal published anything at the time, 

or Mr. Edison remembers .and can tell something 

about it. Professor Houston's paper discusses 

very fully indeed the discovery as known at that 

time, and as such is of much value. But as to 

how the discovery happened to be made we are still 

short of information. 

Any help you can give us will be 

greatly appreciated. 

Very sincerely yours, 

<?, 
LD/OS Associate Editor. 



May 28,1919. 

Mr. V.'aldemar Kaempffert, 
Popular Science Monthly,* 
225 West 39th Street, 
Navy York, M.Y. 

Dear Mr. kaempffert: 

The pith of the recent ouitg in 
Kaw York over the audion, etc., is this: 

1. The Fleming Valve is fully shown in Houston's 
article, and Fleming is not, (although he claims it in 
his patent broadly) the inventor of the Valve in any way. 
His merit and invention is the application of the Valve 
to wireless telegraphy. 

2. neither De Forest, nor- Fleming had anything to 
do with the discovery of the Valve, but Fleming applied 
it first to wireless, and De. Forest added the grid and 
obtained amplification. This grid addition is one of 
the finest inventions, or, rather, discoveries, known. 

3. The only points having a moral relation iri the 
controversy are that Fleming, in both hi 3 patent and his • 
book, .has foiled to give proper credit for the Valve itself, 
and, the labored effort on the part'of Do Forest to doprivo 
Fleming of hi3 rights in the application of the Valve to. 
wireless by stating that the audion does not use it. 

4. Fleming's action is just the same as Hera. 
The discoverer.of the original phenomenon is given no 

5. The Volvo above referred to, or as it wa3 called 
at the time, "Edison Effect" was discovered by me while 
I was investigating the deposition of carbon on the inside 
of incandescent lamp bulbs. X was also investigating 
the reason why a sharp shadow of the filament was seen 
and also the nature of the bluish tinge which was exhibited' 
on the interior of some of the lampB. I found that I 
oould make practical use of the Valve to rooord changes 
of pressure in connection with my first electric lighting - 
central station iri Pearl Street, Hew York, and I took out 



a patent Ho. 307,031, issued October 21, 1084. 
think you will find some references to this in 
electrical.publications at 4hat time. 

the 

6. The idea of putting a plate in the lamp 
in various positions rolativo to the filament was 
one of the steps which ooourod to me during ® „ 
Investigation. One of the lamps shown in the Photo¬ 
graphs sent to you lost Friday was made somewhere 
about the time of the discovery, but the others ware 

. made in later years.' 
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Mr. '.Valdemar Kaempffert, . 
Popular-Science Monthly, 
225 West 39th Street, 
Hew York, H.Y. 

My dear Mr. Kaempffert: 

. I am sending you herewith a 
letter from Mr. Edison himself which will throw con¬ 
siderable light on the subject of the so-called 
"Fleming Valve". You will' see when you read the lettor 
why that name 3hould never have been given to it. 
If you .have any difficulty in finding Mr. Edison's 
patent, referred to in his letter, I shall be glad 
to show you a oopy hero in the Library. 

You would undoubtedly be ruther puzzled 
on reading paragraph Ho. 4 in Mr. Edison's letter 
unless you have an explanation to illustrate it. So, 
in order to throw a side light on that paragraph I am 
writing you this letter. 

• At the Paris Electrical Exhibition in 1881. 
Mr. Edison exhibited an apparatus for showing a new 
phenomenon he had discovered, which he called "Ethorio 
Force". The apparatus consisted of a small spool of 
wire connected with a key and soyeral cells of battery. 
By working the key rapidly, one could detect sparks 
between tv<o load pencils in a dark box provided with 
an eye piece. The two graphite rods of the lead pencils 
were connected to a loop of wire about two feat in 
diameter. This wire was adjustable, und by rubbing 
the ends'of the penoil3 together and then withdrawing 
them away very slightly there was a vory loosabunoh of 
graphite flakes. Through these flakes the sparks were 
seen . Sparks were detected ovor 100 feet away, without 
uny connection exoopt the air. 

There were several publications in regard to 
this subject in 1875, notably in the Scientific American 
of Deoember 25,1875, and in tho Hew York Tribune of 
December 9,1875. Other articles on tho same subject 
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appeared in tha Scientific Amorican of January 1,1876 
and February 19,1876. If you will also turn to the 
Appendix in "Edison: His life and Inventions" by Dyer 
and Martin, {Harpers, Hew York) you will find quite a 
full account of "Etherie Force" under tho section entitled 
"Wireless Telegranhy", beginning at pago 819, second 
Volume. I would suggest that you road thi3. Tf you 
cannot get ready access to the above-named numb'ers of 
the Scientific American, you can see them hero in Mr. 
Edison's Library. 

Sylvanus Thompson, in the .Philosophical Magazine, 
came out with an article and stated that the phenomenon 
was purely olectrlc, and when Harz's original paper was 
road at the Society of Electrical Engineers. 30me time 
between 1883 and 1889, Sir William Thomson (Lora Xolvin), 
stated that he had observed in Edison's Exhibit of 1081. 
the same phenomenon. This will be found in the pub¬ 
lished transaction:of the Society. 

You will also find in the.Journal of the 
Institution of Electrical Engineers (London), Volume 18, 
1889, at page 519, some remarks to the same, effect by 
Sir William Thomson, made during tha discussion of a 
paper by Dr. Oliver Lodge on lightning, lightning con¬ 
ductors, etc.. 

Of oourBe, Mr. Edison makes no claims as to 
Harz, as tho latter simply took up the study of the 
subject after the 1881 exhibit and made his wonderful 
measurements and investigations leading to such a greet 
advancement in .science, but Ur. Edison thinks Herz should 
have given him a little credit for the phenomenon ho had 
previously exhibited to thousands of people, especially, 
as Herz used the same kind of apparatus for detection 
that Mr. Edison U3ed, although Mr. Edison's apparatus 
was far more weak than that of Herz. 

Yours very truly. 

Assistant to.Mr. Edison. 

HAA 
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June 3, 1919. 

Thomas A. Edison, Esq., 
Orange, 
Hew Jersey. 

Dear Mr. Edison:- 

Let me thank you for your kind 

letter of May 28, and for the complete way 

in which you have summarized the inception 

of the so-called Fleming valve. This rather 

confirms my own view; for I have been fol¬ 

lowing the infringement suits in which the 

Fleming and DeForest interests have been in¬ 

volved pretty closely. 

As 1 wrote to Mr. Meadowcroft, 

I would like to publish part of this letter 

of yours beneath the portrait for which you 

posed. I realize that you did not write 

the letter for publication, but I am wonder¬ 

ing if I have not your permission to publish 

paragraph five and part of paragraph six. 

Faithfully yours, 

Vi) VO^A^^eA. 

vrc/cs 



Popular Science Monthly 

Mr. V/m. H.Meadoworoft, 
Assistant to Mr. Edison, 
The Edison laboratories, 
Orange, H.J. 

Dear Mr. Keadowcroft: 

Heedless to say, we have been much 
interested in Mr. Edison's letter of May 28, and yours of 
the 29th. They arrived yesterday (Monday) morning since 
the postal servioe did not get them here by 6 F.M. Thursday 
and we were closed Friday and Saturday, due to Decoration. 
X have been saving a place in the article for the points your 
letters might bring up however, and shall make haste to oover , 
the subject, appreciating its interest. 

Mr. Kaempffert is answering the letters und 
er separate oover, asking at the same time permission to repro¬ 
duce a part of Mr. Edison's. But the technical detail of the 
artiole falls on me since I am assigned to the subject ana 
have an engineer's training anyway. It is in connection with 
this technical detail that the question X talked over with you 
on the telephone this morning comes up. Mr. Edison's letter 
and yours clear up so many'points I wonder: if you will not 
want to clear this one up also, and then we can present the 
exceedingly interesting subject of vacuum valves with a com¬ 
pleteness and aocuracy seldom..', attained before. 

I find in existing literature on valves 
an occasional tendency to credit one Elster and Geitel 
as approximately oodisooverers with Mr. Edison of the valve 
though independently. I am wondering if this may not be 
another case rather similar to Herz and his experimenting 
with an idea originally discovered by Edison. Elster and 
Geitel wrote so muoh that perhaps they are getting more 
credit than even they themselves olaimed, I do not know. 
Time is so short I oan hardly look up the original German 
and doubtless Er. Edison oan settle the question offhand 
anvway. For myself, I do not see how Elster and Geitel could 
have‘experimented very muoh with hot filaments that amounted 
to anything until Mr. Edi3on's method of making good lamps 
was known, and doubtless by that time his "Edison effect 
was known also. 

I am enclosing you a page out of an 
article on electron discharge by Dr. Xangmuir, which 3hows 
how Elster and Geitel are frequently mentioned. I do not 
mean to'bring Dr. Langmuir into the question, but merely enclose 
his paper as a short out to making clear what I 



(2) 

‘ -hs-ve said. "'ther handle "'later and Geitel in about the same 
way, and j am wondering if some of their possible camouflaging 
may not have started co-credit coming their way in early years 
and it has been coming ther way ever'since. "erhaps Ulster 
a.;d Geitel left Mr. Edison out in about the way that Fleming 
and i:erz did in their respective cases. 

’"ill you not help me out about this? X will save a 
place in the p-'ge proofs themselves to handle the noint if . 
necessary. 1 irne is getting short indeed—hence my haste. 

J have looked up the "Stheric Force" material you 
suggested this morning, Being unable to get more than a mention 
and such on the subject in this article, it seems that here 
is good material, possibly, for another article later. This 
I will take up again with you, if I may. 

Very sincerely yours, 

‘ssoeiate Editor 



[ATTACHMENT/ENCLOSURE] 

THE PURE ELECTRON DISCHARGE AND ITS APPLICATIONS 
IN RADIO TELEGRAPHY AND TELEPHONY* 

By Dr. Irving Langmuir 

It has been known for nearly two hundred 
■cars that air in the neighborhood of incan¬ 

descent metals is a conductor of electricity. 
Sister and Gcitcl studied this phenomenon in 
great detail and published the results of their 
investigations in a series of papers ui Umder- 
rnann’s Annalcn during the years 1SS2-1SMI. 

In most of their experiments they placed a 
metal plate close to a metallic filament within 
a glass bulb, and studied the charge acquired 
by the plate under various conditions of 
filament temperature and gas pressure. I hey 
found in most gases that the filament tended 
to give off positive electricity when it was at 
a red heat, but at very high temperatures it 
nave off negative electricity more easily 
than positive. When the vessel was exhausted 
as completely as was possible in those days, 
the tendency to give off positive electricity 
was much decreased and did not persist, 
whereas the tendency to emit negative 
electricity was apparently stronger than c\ cr 

^ A similar discharge of negative clectncit} 
from the carbon filament of an incandescent 
lamp to an auxiliary electrode placed within 
the bulb was observed and studied by Edison "as^thc Edison pressure (p) 

of this effect. In order to account for the 
conduction of heat and electricity by metals, 
Rieckc and Drude has assumed that metals 
contain electrons which are free to move 
under the influence of an electric force and 
which arc in constant vibratory motion 
similar to that of the molecules of a gas. 
Richardson assumed that these free electrons 
arc ordinarily held within the metal by an 
electric force at the surface, just as the 
molecules of a liquid are prevented from 
escaping by a surface force related to the 
surface tension. If the velocity of an electron 
is sufficiently high, it may be able to overcome 
the surface force and escape. Since the 
average velocity of the vibratory motion 
increases with the temperature, the number ol 
electrons which reach the necessary critical 
velocity to escape, will increase very rapidly 
with the temperature. These considerations 
are strictly analogous to those of the evapora¬ 
tion of a liquid, so that the number of electrons 
escaping should increase with the temperature 
according to the same laws as those governing 
the increase of the vapor pressure of a liquid 
as the temperature is raised. 

It had already been shown that the vapor 

118, (18110) and Phil. Mag. W, a-s 
investigated and described this effect in detail. 

1 J. Thomson [Phil. Mag. /,St 547 (1800)1 p 
"showed that in the case of a carbon filament 1 
in hydrogen at very low pressures, the where A is a con 
negative electricity is given off by the evaporation of 
filament in the form of free electrons having js the base of 
a mass about 1/1800 of the mass of a hydrogen arithms. Richar 
atom, and constituting in reality atoms ot that the current 
electricity. Owen lPhil. Mag. 5, 230 (100*1)1 should increase i 
showed that a heated Nernst filament also similar form, na 
gives off electrons and Wchnelt [Ann. Phys. 
1A, 42b (190*1)1 proved that the electric current 
from a lime covered platinum cathode 
(Wchnelt cathode) is carried in the same 
manner. . Here t is the cui 

Richardson [Phil. Trans. 210, 510 (1003)1 the temperature 
applied the electron theory of metallic con- should behalf t 
duction to the electron emission from heated Qf the electrons 
metals, and was thus able to develop a theory Ri.wdson s 

where A is a constant, X is the latent heat of 
evaporation of the liquid (or solid), and # 
is the base of the natural system of log¬ 
arithms. Richardson was thus led to conclude 
that the current from an incandescent metal 
should increase according to an equation ol a 
similar form, namely 

Here i is the current per square centimeter at 
the temperature 7\ and b te ^C°f 1e\Siporatioii 

of the electrons. 
Richardson suggested that the currents 

obtained by the emission of electrons or ions 
from incandescent bodies should be caucu 





Mr. Lloyd E. Darling, 
Associate Editor, 

Popular Science Monthly, 
225 West 39th Street, 

Hew York, II. Y. 

Dear Mr. Darling: 

I received your letter of June 
3d, and Mr. Edison and I have also received letters 
from Mr. Kaempffert under the same date. 

I note what you state in regard to an 
oooasionaly tendenoy to oredit Elster and Geitel 
as approximately oo-discovorora with Mr. Edison of 
the Valve, although working independently. In this 
connection I have read the paper by Dr. Langmuir, 
and have also looked up the originals papers of Elster 
and Geitel in Wiedermann'9 Annalen, and find that up 
to the end of the year 1883, the investigations of 
these gentlemen oovored only their observations on 
electrical discharges and changes of polarity in 
connection with open flames. Of course, you 
realize that this is an altogether different thing 
from Mr. Edison's discovery of tho "Edison Effect", 
or, tho Valve. 

My search did not extend to any later dato 
thah tho end of the year 1883, because Mr. Edison 
inndo his discovery in tho Pall of that year, and on 
Ilovomber 15,1883, his application for Unitod States 
patent was filed in the Patent Office. Whatever 
Investigations of tho Valve Elster and Geitel made 
subsequent to 1883 would not tend to make them 00- 
discoverors with Mr. Edison as his discovery was made 
public during that year. In view of the facts, tho 
reading of tho fir3t: part of Dr. Langmuir's article 
loaves an impression on my mind of camouflage. 

Mr. Kaempffert asked Mr. Edison's permission 
to reproduce a part of Mr. Edison's lettor, but Mr. 
Edison prefers that this should not be done, and I 
am writing to Mr. Kaempffert to that effect today. 



Trusting that the informatio 
ceding pasre may bo of assistance to y 

the pre- 
X remain, 

Youra very truly. 

Assistant to Ur. iSdison. 



[ATTACHMENT/ENCLOSURE] 



VYaldemur ifaempffert, Esq., 
Popular Scienoo Monthly, 

22b i'fost 3‘Jth Street, 
Hew York, U.Y. 

Dear Mr* Zaorapffert: 

Your letters to i.!r. Edison 
and myaolf under data of June 34 have been roooJvel. 
I showod to i!r. Edison the lettor eddrosscd to him 
and he wishes me to say that he would profor that 
you would not publish any pari of his letter. It 
would inevitably result in his being plunged into 
the controversy, which i3 something that he vary 
much desires to avoid. 

I havo written to Mr. Darling today reply¬ 
ing to another question which he asked. 

With kindest regards, I remain. 

Sincerely yours. 

Assistant to Mr. Edison. 

A/ 



Popular Science Monthly 
Founded 1*172 

225 WEST THIRTY-NINTH STREET. NEW YORK 

w^+ -t "“dz 

I have your letter of June fourth^^ ^..(L>**■(&'■ 

) Elster 

Ur. William H. Huadoworoft, 
Assistant to Hr. Edison, 
Thomas A. Edison Laboratory, 
Orange, Hew Jersey. 

hear Ur. Headowcroft:- 

and am glad to have your findings t 

and Geitel. 

Relative to Ur. Edison's letter, 

we would have liked to use it as we said, 

since it is of so much interest, but we will 

respect Hr. Edison's wishes in the matter. 

The etheric force material X should 

like to use in the Radio Department of the Sep¬ 

tember number if I may. It is too big a sub¬ 

ject to get into the present article more than 

in synopsis form, and besides I should like 

to publish photographic copies of Mr. Edison's 

notes and sketches of that time relative to his 

findings on the etheric force. As I get it, he 

had then what is now in current use as a test 

buzzer in radio. Our thousands of radio readers 

and others will be interested I know in this 

first radio radiator, and, besides, the fact 

that Hr. Edison's work precedes that of Herz will 

be more than of dominant value also. 



Would it be possible for me to oome 

over to your library and photograph those notes 

you spoke of some time soon? Our photographer, 

Mr. Curtis, is the same one who took the 70th 

birthday anniversary picture of Ur. Edison, and 

others, I believe before. You can be assured 

of goou work. We stand ready to come almost any 

time this next week if you can set a date. 

Sincerely yours. 

Associate Editor. XiD/CS 



Juno 13,1919 

Ur. Lloyd E. Darling, 
PoDular Soionoo Monthly, 

225 Boat 39th Street, 
II ew York, II. Y. 

Dear Mr. Darling: 

Plea30 oxouao the delay in reply¬ 
ing to your latter of June 6th. 

As to the "Etherio Force" notorial, I 
have ooverea in my previous letters everything 
except a transcription of Hr. Edison's notes of 
his experiments In 1875. 

Your Offer to send a photographer over 
here to make a photograph of those notes is all 
right, hut T can save you the trouble. I am 
having photostats mado of the 29 pages of ”r.Edison's 
Laboratory note bock containing the rocord of his 
experiments. These photostats aro promised for 
tomorrow, and 'T shall take pleasure in sanding them 
over to you as soon U3. thoy aro ready. 

You will undoubtedly find those notes 
exceedingly interesting. Just how you are -wing 
to handle them f don't know, but uni sure that you 
will be seized with u desire to reproduce them all. 
Cf oourse, T realize that' is out of the question 
unlo33 it v/os done in the form of a oupplomant. 

fours very truly. 

Assistant to Mr. Edison. 

A/7373-i 



Popular Science Monthly 

June 18, 1919. 

Er. ’.Via. !i. tleadowcrof t, 
Edison Laboratories, 
Orange, if. J. 

Dear Er. Y/m. H. ileadowcr of t: 

I am herewith enclosing a copy of the 

article on vacuum valves about which we have exchanged several 

letters recently. I am sending it up 'that you may pass upon it 

as I promised. 

Pictures that go with this article are:- 

Edieon with his valve of the '80's 
DeForest and his audions 
Fleming 
Picture of Drs. Langmuir and Dushman 
Group of Y/estern Besearch Engineers 

About a half page of different vacuum valve pictures 

A half page of wiring diagrams and such showing 
the evolution of the present day three electrode 
valve and thoroaftor explaining its workings. 

t!a,v I havo this back with any co ments you 

care to make not later than Friday morning, June 20V She article is 

being set up as I writo, and corrections if any will havo to be made 

on the page proof so the necessity for haste is evident. 

Very truly ours, 



June 19,1919. 

Mr. Lloyd E. Darling, 
Popular Science Monthly, 
285 float 39th Stroet, 
flow York, II. Y. 

■ My dear Mr. Darling: 

T have receive t your letter 
of June 10th, with oc-py of your article on Vacuum 
Valves. Mr. Edison has read it end says it is 
all right. I rend it first, made two or three 
slight nencil changes, including a sentence cn 
the bottom of pa e 5. A3 ycur article is historical 
in its nature T thought this additional sentence 
would add some value to it, arid trust you wi 11 agree 
with mo. 

X think you hove written a very fine 
and readable article, and congratulate you. Hay 
I ask you to have two copies of the issue containing 
it, one for Mr. Edison and one for myself, sent here. 

I am returning the article to you herewith. 

Yours very truly, 

Assistant to Mr. Edison. 

Enclosure. 

A/7420. 



Popular Science Monthly 
Founded 1872 

225 WEST THIRTY-NINTH STREET. NEW YORK 

June Si.-, 1919 . 

William H. lleadowcroft, Usq,, 
assistant to i.lr. Edison, 
Thomas A. Edison Laboratory, 
Orange, I.'ew Jersey. 

Lear Ur. lleadowcroft 

Hy being submerged the last few days 

with the forms for the August issue has prevented 

me from answering at once your kind letters of 

June IS and 19. But since we already sort of 

understand each other on the material involved, 

perhaps it will not matter so much. 

I am glad you and Ur. Edison liked 

the vacuum valve article, and shall keep your 

points in rainu as necessary corrections to be 

made on the page proofs when at hand. I shall 

be glad to forward you copies of the magazine when 

the article appears. This will be the August num¬ 

ber, out August first. 

Those photostat prints of Hr. Edison's 

notebook arrived in due course, and look very in¬ 

teresting. I am glad to have this material and " 

am sure it will be absorbing reading. 

Sincerely yours, 



Popular Science Monthly 

July 1, 

William H. Meadowcroft, Esq., 
Thomas A. lid is on Laboratory, 
Orange, Hew Jersey. 

Lear Mr. Meadowcroft:- 

1 have been studying over that etherio 

force material with a view to shaping it up for the 

September issue. We have decided to use pretty much 

all of it, at the same time, taking up how Edison works 

in general — all of this with a view to inspiring the 

amateurs, many of whom are working with this same sort 

of apparatus. The fact that Edison has preceded them 

in this same field and accomplished noteworthy results, 

will interest them exceedingly. 

In consequence of this sort of treatment 

on the subject, I feel the need of some photographs to 

go along with the line drawings which we already have. 

Can you not, therefore, send me over pictures of Edison 

in his Laboratory, as he was along about the time of the 

etheric force experiments? If these photographs apply 

particularly to the etheric force activities, of course, 

that would be all the better; but if they do not, they 

would still be satisfactory, just so long as they show 

general operations that were taking place in the laboratory 

at that time. Any photographs you may have of Edison 

in his boyhood days, would also be very welcome. 



You seem to have very good judgment in 

the matter of photographs, and X know you readily un¬ 

derstand what I want from this brief outline preceding. 

Also send over any other kind of photograph that you 

think may be interesting. We want the subject to have 

as much human interest as possible. 

Can we have these photographs within a 

day or two? The art department would like to work them 

up right away. 

I am enclosing you herewith an advance 

copy of the vacuum valve article which we have previous¬ 

ly considered. I thought you might like to see how the 

article looks whaifinally set up in type. 

Could you also send me over a couple of 

prints from the same negative that made the photograph 

of Llr. Edison we have reproduced? Other magazines fre¬ 

quently ask us for articles on radio-telegraphic and 

radio-telephonic subjects, and if I may, I should like to 

have these photographs in stock so that I may suitably 

illustrate such articles from time to time. 

Your friendly co-operation in connection 

with these articles has been greatly appreciated. I trust 



the vacuum valve article is satisfactory as it finally 

appears in print. 

Yours very truly. 

led/cs Associate Editor. 



(XiPU^> 

“7ft. 

.* 

cjJ*S fti^- 
atafrfetew w»»<* 

Thomas A. Edison, Esq-, ,,,, V.TJ- -u<^<5'«^ l'"r 
Llewellyn Parle, H.J. ^ uo d^LL 

wy-vjC* 

I am an ’old; Sun man ana* i writd thistletter with ref¬ 

erence to an £ Suru\ : 
icrc.«a 

in this article to rarer to alstatement attributed to mu 3 in £ 
jf ui «*tt (•■ 

article written Ly Edward tlgrshall ana-nubiished soup. jama^ 

in the Hew York TinBS^fnt^^t^&^fe for do tog so I should 

write to you ascertain wtethe^lferyall^waB 

representing that yob. Kad^gde toi^stot^nt-^.^ ^u^Wl 

The sta^teyen^r^erred to was to tj^e effect that^y^i 

had been puzzled o _j perxonnanoe of a certain so-called oefn- 
U&. £wO-» O- v / 

! juror or magician who was able to give the name__oJ_any person 

who came before him and^to^state *?he place^here he was hern, 

though he had never met suoh person before and h^d no previous 

knowledge about him. <__ 



MKMOItAXlWM 

. Ir,r fyrr/.-,./<)/ 

f.A.E. 2. 

If a man of your renown, himself universally acknowledged 

to be a wizard of the first-class, made snch a statement, or 

anything to the some effect, it will ho an interesting fact to 

mention in the article which I am writing. 

May I request you to have the kindness to inform me whe¬ 

ther you have any recollection oonoeming the statement at¬ 

tributed to you by Mr. Mar shall, and what knowledge or recol¬ 

lection you have on the subject. 

Incidentally I may mention a fact, relating to your¬ 

self, that may interest jrou: Years ago, before the name of 

Edison became so famous throughout the world, Amos J.Cumings, 

who was then managing editor of the Sun, and afterwards and 

for many years was a Member of Congress, came into the Sun 

office one day and said that he had just oome from ooutt.where 



he hadlistened to the testimony of the moat remarkable witness 

that he had ever seen. It was in the trial of an action be¬ 

tween the Western Uition and the Atlantic & Pacific Telegraph 

Companies, and the name of the witness was Edison. 

■'■The way this witness testified", said Cumings, "was 

most remarkable. The lawyers could neither hurry him nor flurry 

him. He heard their questions, considered them deliberately,and 

answered them whan he was ready to do so in so clear, precise 

and complete a manner that it wsb impossible for the lawyers to 

find any flaw in the answers err to shakB the testimony in any 

particular. This nan Edison has evidently a remarkable mentality 

and will undoubtedly be heard from in the future." 



MEMORANDUM 

.Mrr />)/ 

I.A.E. 4. 

That was the first time I had ever heard your name 

mentioned. Cumings had many occasions after that to congrat¬ 

ulate himself upon his prophetic vision. 

I trust that you will pardon me for tr outing you, busy 

os I know you to he, with the inquiry which I moke in this let¬ 

ter. 

Yours very truly, 

far%L/Bte£-*LuU-—■ 



July 2,1919. 

Walter Ul Rosebault.Esq., 
302 Broadway, 

Hew York, il.Y. 

Dear Sir:-' 

I am in receipt of your letter of 
July 1st. Evidently you refor to a mind 
reader of the name of Bert Reese. Edward 
Marshall published an article- in tho Hew York 
Times several years ago in regard to this man, 
and included' therein some statements which I 
had made about Reese. All cf.these statements, 
made by me are true. Within a few days after 
the publication of the Marshall article, other 
items appeared in the newspapers about Reese. 

He is still in flew York. The last 
address that I had of him was 230 West 99th 
Street. You can write any short sentence on 
a piece of paper, fold it up and go tq„him hold¬ 
ing the slip in your hand. If you ask him what 
is written on tho slip of papor he will tell you 
at onoo. ..I have tried it. 

I knew Amos1Cumings quite well In after 
years, and we visited Bohemia together many times 
when he was in How York. He was a remarkable 
man in many ways. • 

Yours very truly. 

A/7477. 



ter. Lloyd E. Darling, 
Popular'Soience Monthly, 

225 West 39th Street, 
New‘York, K.T. 

Deur ter. Darling: 

\ .1 hove ‘received your letter 
of July l3t,. and.also advance copy of the vacuum 
valvo articlo, which looks vei'y well after being 
sot up in type and illustrated. ter. Edison read 
it this morning and thought it was very good. 

Dow in regard to photographs to go 
.with tho line drawings which you already have 
concerning etherio force, I an sorry to say that 
you will not be able to got them. The reason 
is very simple, being that there were none taken. 
Only a very few photographs wore made at the 
Laboratory in those earl;/ days. Youfcill find 
most of them in "Edison: His Life and Inventions". 

Y/e huve only one photograph of Edison 
iri his boyhood days,-and you will find that in 
tho same book. If you wish to use any of these 
photogruphs in your article, you would havo to 
apply'to Harper & Brothers, who would gladly givo' 
yon permission to use them with proper orodit. 

I will have two or three prints made 
for you from the same negative fropi which'was made 
the photograph of ter. E ison.reproduced in your- 
article. These will oome along within the next 
few days. ' 

Yours very truly. 

Assistant to Ur."Edison. 

A/7485. ‘ - 



Flanders Building Subscription $1.50 yearly 
Philadelphia 

The Forecast 
America’s Leading Food Magazine 

6 East 39th Street 

New York 

July 2nd, 1919. 

Confidential Secretary, 
Thomas A. Edison, 
East Orange, iiew Jersey. 

Dear Sir: 

£D-'£7 vC^ L- 

_ <u4 \4xo*~,Cj 

Do you think it would be possible to get Hr. Edison 
to make a statement on "Food as a means of Prolonging_the Years 
of Achievement," or to look over, with a view to signing, a pre¬ 
pared statement of a few hundred words on the subject? Y'e are 
collecting a symposium of opinions of prominent people on the 
role of food in their lives, their theories in regard to it, etc. 
John Burroughs will give us a statement, and we expect many more. 
The reason we do not quote more names is that Hr. Edison is one 
of the very first that we want to get. 

V/ill you kindly let us hear from you in regard to 
this? \7e are sending, under separate cover, a copy each of the 
January 1919 and the June issues of the magazine. 

GCH 
FVB 

Very truly yours, 

°yc 
THE FORECAST MAGAZINE. 

~~r\ 

*1 

“One publication in the home is worth a thousand on the highway.” 

V
? 

'**y
xr'7

 /V
S 

sy
n
-Y

 



July 8, 1919. 

"r. n. 0. Hopkins, 
The Forecast Magazine, 
6 East 39 th Stront, 
How York City. 

Dear Slr:- 

I have received your letter of July 

2. I know that l!r. Ed 1 son does not wish to say much for 

uubllcatlon at the present time. Me Is very busy Indeed 

on some Investigations that require a great deal of con¬ 

centration and ho does not like to he disturbed any more 

than can possibly be helped; especially he does not like 

to be asked for anything for publication just now. 

You can ask Mr. John Burroughs about 

Mr. Edison. Mr. Burroughs knows what ho eats, which would 

about starve a cat with a good appetite. 

Yours vory truly. 

Assistant to Mr. Edison. 

25. 



MEMORANDUM 
r. R08BBAUC/I 

^ L 
_y^Jnly lQth,193a^i94 

Dear Mr.Edison: 

I thank you for your letter of the 2nd instant, 
written in reply to my letter of the first. But if I am not 
trespassing too much upon your time and good nature, I would 
like to ask you one further question, namely: whether you are 
sure — absolutely positive — that the folded paper to whioh 
you refer did not. at any tine, get into.the hands of Hr.Beese - 
whether he did not, at any time, touch that paper. 

Or, better still, if you oould spare a few momentB 
for personal inquiry regarding this matter, I would be glad to 
oall to see you in Orange. I live in East Orange myself and oould 
easily call upon you if you could spare me a few minuteB for thiB 
purpose. A personal interview would probably enable me to get at 
the root of the point that I am trying to get at better than I 
oould do it by letter.and it need take up very little of your time. 

‘ If I can have this interview w.jilh you I Bhall be glad 
to oall at any time whioh you may name bb most convenient to your¬ 
self. 

/Zee AXeeie^ 

yours very truly. 

'"If) 



119 West Fortieth Street. New York 

July 14, 1919. 

Hear Mr. Edison: 

Will it be possible for you to 
give a representative of this magazine 
a few hours of your time to discuss your 
views of the world's new order of things 
and also to get from you some biographical 
data? You usually have a most amazingly 
keen insight into the whys and wherefores 
of changing conditions, and we are certain 
that the magazine public would be highly 
interested in anything you might care to 
say on this subject. 

If it is possible for us to make 
this arrangement we would like to send 
some very well known writer to interview 
you and at the same time arrange to get 
material for intimate sketches of your 
life, for future publication. I think 
you will appreciate that the publication 
of this material in the Cosmopolitan will 
give it as great, if not greater circu¬ 
lation than in any other magazine in ex¬ 
istence. 

We feel that there is probably more 
interest in you than in any other man in the 
country,- and that your words carry an im¬ 
mense amount of weight with the average 
citizen. We think that an interview such 
as is suggested here might go a long way 
towards harmonizing the present difficulties 
between capital and labor. 

Thomas Edisc 
West Orange, 
Hew Jersey. 



July 17,1919 

r. Verne H. Porter, 
o/o Cosmopolitan, 

119 West 40th Street, 
How fork, II• 

four letter of July 14th has been 
receive!* I cannot ?ive your representative 

i f 2.5i s 
Haws first of oeptenioer ami then write me again and 
I will try and make an appointment. 

As to furnishing ,V°nr representative 
with nrftor>l of a Biographic nature! think 
v-ou had better eliminate that irom jO-u -J”.'. . 

,1’wo authorised biographies are already published^ 
by Harper and irothora, namely, 

data. 

A/7544, 
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The EXPERIMENTER PUBLISHING CO., he. 

^Electrical 
Experimenter 

July 17, 1919. 

Mr. W. H. Meadoworaft, 
o/o Thomas A. Edison Co., 

ORANGE,. N.J. 

Dear Mr. Meadoworafts- 

You will remember that just before this country went 
into war you made arrangements to have the writer be 
given an interview with Mr. Edison regarding a Speoial 
Feature artiole in the ELECTRICAL EXPERIMENTER. 

As the war intervened, the project was abandoned. 

The writer would eay the following this time. 

From a copy of the EU3CTRICAL EXPERIMENTER, which is 
enolosed herewith, you will note that we have made very 
rapid progress during the past few years. The EXPERI¬ 
MENTER to day is the biggest thing going in Electrioity, 
having a circulation of at least six times as large as 
all of the other eleotrioal magazines in the world, com¬ 
bined. We are now printing dose to 150000 copies per 
month, and believe that an article from Mr. Edison to the 
readers of the ELECTRICAL EXPERIMENTER would be a very fine 
thing at the present time. 

We had made, before the war, as you will no doubt remem¬ 
ber, a speoial oil painting of Mr. Edison, and to are 
ready to use this for a cover design to go with the artiole 
Would you be good enough to advise the writer what could 
be accomplished along this line at the present time ? 

You have probably noted that we have run quite a good many 
articles featuring MR. TESLA in the past few issues. 

May not the writer hear from you at an early date ? 

ENCL. 

H. GERNSBACK / 
EDITOR 
AC 

Youre very truly, 
THE EXPERIMENTER PUBLISHING COMPANY 



Reconstruction 
A Herald of the New Time 

118 EAST TWENTY-EIGHTH STREET 
NEW YORK 

Cfczt"? W 

' i 

Mr. K« ’leader,vcroft, 

Assistant to Ur. Edison, 

Orange, E. J. 

Jr 

July 17, ISIS. 

t 

K 

Dear Mr. Meadcwcroft: , , . , , . Vv, 
7/ill you be kind enougn to astc *.ii • 

Edison if he would care to say anything to me, for 
publication in this magosina. that would tend to put 
tlenrv Ford in a better light< . 

■' My own thought is that Ford is a 
man of -ood heart and good instincts who ought oitner to 
have informed'himself on public affairs.or Kept 'out of 
them. But he.did neither and the admissions he has made 
in court in Mt. Clemens place aim in a most ridiculous 
position. For instance: X published an interview with mm 
a few months ago, but I should not want to publish one 
now. His’ standing before the public has been too muen 
impaired. I thinK Er. idison, if he oaic.. to could do 
much to put Ford in a better light. I have always li^ed 
Ford personally, and I suggest t ms only because If eel 
that it is a little rough to leave a man who has done as 
much good in other fields as he has, in suen a position. 
m b If i.;r. Edison approves and will set 
a time when it will be most convennieht to him, I will 

come over. Yours Truly, 



July 18,1919. 

Ur. H. (larnabaoi;, Editor, 
The Electrical Experimenter, 

233 Fill ton Street, 
Haw York; K.Y. 

Dear Ur. Gernsbaok: 

I have receiver your latter of July 
17th. I remember our previous correspondence in 
regurd to your desire for an interview with Ur. 
Edison. _ * 

. While he has not given many interviews 
up to this time, it is Just possible that he might 
oonsant; but we shall have to'arrive at a littlor 
olearer understanding on the mutter be Tore T can 
present it to him. 

In "the first o£rt of your letter you 
speak about an interview and in a later part of 
your letter you refer to an artiole from Ur. Faison, 
let me say to you that ho never writes any articles, 
so it would be.usoIobs to expect an artiole from 
his pen. 

In a few" days he is going away on a damp¬ 
ing trip with Henry Ford, John Burroughs and Ur. 
Firoatone, but probably around tho first part of 
September I might possibly be able to arrange for 
an interview. He is so very busy Just .now speed- 

. ing up some experiments before his departure that 
an interview at. the present time oould not be arranged 
for. 

.In order to present the matter olearly to 
Ur. Edison, will you please let me know what subject 
or subjects you would desire to inolude in such an 
artiole, bearing in mind always that Ur. EdiBon never 
likes to take the att'Ptude of prophesying the future. 

Yours very truly. 

Assistant- to ur.Edison. 



Ur. Allan L. Benson, Editor, 
"Seconstruction", 

118 Ea3t 28th Stroot, 
Hew 'fori, H. Y. 

Dear Ur. Bonaon: 

I have received your letter of July 17th, and 

showed it to Ur. Edison. 

He.wants me to say to you thut he does not want 

to gat mixed up in the Ford matter at all, and wou|d not care 

to say one word for publication. 

Yours very truly. 

Assistant to Ur. Edison. 



Flanders Building 
Philadelphia 

Subscription $1.50 yearly 

The Forecast 
America’s Leading Food Magazine 

6 East 39th Street 

New York 
July 22nd, 1919. 

Mr. William.H. Meadowcroft, 
Laboratory of Thomas A. Edison, 
Orange, New Jersey. c 'w/Wr 

Mr. Burroughs hfs been | 
to help us to prepare a very brieJ 
which he thinks there is a chance of Mr. 
Edison's being willing to authorize. 

I trust you will not think me unduly 
persistent in asking you if you would use any 
opportunity that may occur to bring it to Mr. ^ 
Edison's attention? Its reading could not take ~ ^ 
more than three or four minutes. We want this * ' j 
very much -- and the only thing to do when you M 
want s m’"v> fe fn fnT> ’t! . — C- t a thing very much is to try for it 

Very truly yours 

d. . 

The Forecast Magazine 

en you J, 

GOH/BL 

"One publication in the home is worth a thousand on the highway.” 
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[ATTACHMENT/ENCLOSURE] 

What does Thomas Alva Edison, genius of electricity whose 

world-title is "wizard", eat to keep him super-active, inventive, at 

'the very height of his powers, at seventy-two? 

"Nothing:" declares one friend. 

As much as would "about starve a cat with a good appetite," 

says his assistant Mr. Meadowcroft. 

"Just what is good for him," asserts his friend John Burroughs. 

"He must have started with a phenomenal store of vital energy, and 

has never run down." 

^-""He himself said to one of the Forecast's food experts: 

X I'^Tlwaysj^Thusy, too intellectually active, to gourmandize, 

and at the present time I am only obeying common sense as well as the 

dictates of the best dietetic experts in eating less as years increase- 

In fact, since most of the ills of middle life and later life 

are admittedly due to a system "cluttered" with the by-products of 

over-eating, and it is known that light meals are more appropriate 

for brain workers at^e, it seems probable that my abstemious 

habits are at the root of my ability to do a good day's work, now, 

instead of nursing my liver. 

Sir Henry Thompson says: ."A greater expenditure of nerve-power 

is demanded for the digestion of heavy meals than for those of the 

lighter repasts which are suitable to the sedentary - in the latter 

case, this precious power is reserved for more useful and delightful 

pursuits than mere digestion." 



[ATTACHMENT/ENCLOSURE] 

2 - 

p 
That is exactly how I feJLl about it — to me, there have always 

been more delightful pursuits than mere digestion. I would rather 

use my nerve power on work that I consider more important. 

I am not a "crank" about food; I eat all kinds in moderation. 

My mainstay, however, is a glass of v/arm milk with a little sugar 

added, to keep the balance. Into.this I like to drop fragments of - 
lUx. UVlj nL-v^'v 

toasted bread, eat them and sip tTieTiilE^That ii about all I usually 

eat at one meal. I take a cup of coffee for breakfast, and smoke 

a cigar after breakfast — the latter about the only bad thing I do. 

f our hours!Teca3se that all the sleep I needtcl* 
^ jxJUL, vt*4 I -- 7 + q 

If l mQr.«-**•- Some may need more^but most 

men spend too large a portion of their lives in sleep — probably 

because they have no really absorbing work* If they had so much 

to do that one life-time would hardly hold it all, they could easily • 

learn to do with less sleep. I expect to be able to work for many 

years yet, and I should be an old man now if I had eaten as most men 

eat and slept as most men sleep.’ 

\ 

i 



/ 
General Electric Company 

120 BROADWAY, NEW YORK. 

July 23, 1919 

Vita. H. Ueadowcroft, Esq. , 
c/o S. A. Edison, Esq., 
V/sst Orange, Hew Jersey. 

Dear Ur. ueadowcrofti 

I enclose herewith suggestive outline 

for feature story that I hope Ur. uarshall will secure from 

Hr. Edison on the present railway situation. 

I understand, as I told you over the tele¬ 

phone, that the hearings will close on Friday afternoon. It 

would he very, very helpful if this feature story oould appear 

in Friday morning's papers. 

Yours very truly, 

Assistant to ur. Young 

jwVfb 



[ATTACHMENT/ENCLOSURE] 

V 

Mr. Morrison called on the 'phono and stated 

their'Mr. Young in Washington 'phoned him yesterday 

that he was getting up a list of'questions, which 

he would he glad to have Hr. Edison' ' look over and 

include in his interview with Hr. Marshall. The 

questions will arrive in Hew York about Boon and as 

soon as they are received, Mr. Morrison's Seoretary 

will get me on the wire to take them in shorthand. 

He asked that these questions, etc. be handed to Mr. 

Edison to look over. 

I told Mr. Edison about this and ho ssid all right. 

.,*a**' 



[ATTACHMENT/ENCLOSURE] 

As a pioneer in modern transportation through your 

development of early eleotrio railway motors, what is your 

opinion: 

(a) As to transportation hy 

(1) Heavier than air flying machines 

(2) Lighter than air flying machines 

(h) As to the supplanting of steam hy electricity 
as a motive power for trunk line railways. 

(c) As to the supplanting of vehicles using 
tracks hy vehicles using roads and highways only. 

(d) As to the ultimate means of transportation within 
urban communities. 

Do you believe that there is possible a greater 

development in means of transportation and especially of 

local transportation than has yet occurred, and if so how are 

the brains and inventive genius of men of science, and of 

business wisdom to be attracted into this branch of the public 

service? 

Kleetric railway transportation has Bhown a remarkable 

improvement sinoe your early experiments at Menlo Park, largely 

through the enterprise and courage of individuals. How oan 

this initiative and enterprise best be retained in the public 

service with justioe to the publio and fairness to the private 

capital neoeBsarily invested? 



lMr 

t 
lt it 

Dear Mr Edison: 7- <;<. ^ .1^ /i«-c 

Here is the list of questions end, in addition (this is a 

liberty which I hope you will pardon) I have written some reflec¬ 
tions based upon the few words of talk wo had before I =ame“ 
here to writer this all out. If the trolley companies cannot pay 
legitimate dividends upon legitimate securities at the present 
rate of fare then a failure to increase the fare would meanthe 
suffering of st ickholders who are mostly emallp‘--ople andfur- 
thermore this would mean the oessation of 
which would be a national disaster. Damned if I know whether 
these people are straight or not/ If £h®y “*. ^,us- 
oan't make money at the present rate of fare then its the 
iness of us all to try to get them better fares; ifthey are deman¬ 
ding higher fares as ameans of. milking the public then they ought 

' to bo jailed. ?ou know about this; I don't. 

1 — Is it not true that the trolley has dope more than almost 
any recent agency to develops the prosperity and happiness 

- of the United States by broadening the home-scops of °“- 
cities and population.centers. Isn't the trolley the poor 

- man'^motor-oar? If it is, then anything which would tend 
to hinder its development would be bad for the nation, 
wouldnTt it? - 

2 - Everything considered is it'or is it not true that to operate 
a modern trolley-line properly, giving right service with- the 

' right eouipment, and to extend it as -the needs of the average 
growing'American community demand, at the present rats ol 
wages and the present cost of material, is impossible upon 
the income to -be derived from the present fare with the 
present schemes of transfers, eto/T 

3 _If this is the case then ought not some plan to be adopted 
which would permit .the trolley-companies an inorease or 
income? . ✓ > 

4 — Id it fair that they should, have been required to inorease 
wages (percentages can be filled in) purchase equipment 
■at increased prices (percentages to be filled in) and gen¬ 
erally suffer the burden of increased construction and oper¬ 
ative expo bees without 3ome added compensation from the 
public? 

6 — Have you a i any plan to suggest whereby this increase c 
made absolutely fair to. everyone concerned? 

6 — Who is the principal loser when a trolley company fails to 
make money? Is it the public or the magnates? 

7 — What would be the effect upon the general prosperity of the 
net feonj-lf trolley ..development oame to an end? 

8 -- Can trolley development continue at the present fare? 

• g -1 Will it be possible even to'keep up thr present standards of 
trolley servioe if the present fares are not. increased? 

\ be 



2 letter to Mr Edison 

10 — With proper compensation which will keep the companies 
prosperous and proper management which will we to it that 
the right percentages go to the stockholders and the 
right percentages to development is it not the oase that 
the -electric railway will he the very greatest instrument 
of progress which the nation will benefit from in the 
immediate future? 

These damn interviews have to run about 3200 words/ Shor¬ 
ter articles than that the newspapers won't give the display to 

Yours, very gratefully, ^ 

Edwrad Marshall 



Questions for Mr Edison: 

The point is this: 

As a result of the war and other inflwnoes prloeeh-.v, noi 

gone up. but the value of the dollar has oomo down. Thismaj 

be due' to a variety of oauses which it would be impossible to 

identify and analyze at the present moment. Viar had an es¬ 

pecially morkod effoot on the world's.gold supply — that was 

one thing; it had a serious destructive effect—that was 

another; it stopped constructive work — that was a third: 

and it would be possible to name a dozen other things which war 

did to change the value of the dollar, the pound, the franc, ' 

the lira. Iiot the least of the many influences born of war 

and tending in this direction was the enforced issuance throughout 

the world, of immense quantities of paper money founded upon myth- 

ical or doubtful values and not based upon solid roservos of actu¬ 

al value/ ~ _ ■ . . 

The result of all these, many influences has been that the 

value, of'the dollar and-other nations 1 money units inevitably 

has decreased^. Their purchasing power has lessened. And this 

necessitates a general readjustment. That readjustment could 

be most simply made by legislation refixing v lues'at the old or 

fairer* standards, but who could plan such legislation? It would 

take a group of men more learned, than any which exist and an 

enforcing power more drastic than any which exist. So humanity- 

has involuntarily turned to the easier and possible way. Pro¬ 

ducers have increased prioea untij. they get in the world's de¬ 

preciated 'currency something like a duplicate of the old curren¬ 

cy value which they recieved in days before the war. The farmer 

price foi; his.potatoes and wheat which is nominally 



2 Questions for-Mr Edison • 

larger thay that which he .used, to get hut which actually, us for 

as purchasing power for the things which he has to huy is con¬ 

cerned, is probably about'the samo. 'l’he workman gets a wage 

considerably in exoess, -so far as the number qf dollars goes which 

makes it up, of that which" he used to reoievo. And so on. The 

changed value of the dollar has been recognized by increases in 

the prioe of almost everything. 

(At this point it might be well to have the young man who 

'is getting this stuff up for the General Electrds prepare a 

comparative -schedule of some of the increases in prloes; it wuld 

■be a striking way of-illustrating the point) 

How if this upward trend of prices, wages, rentals, etc.., 
dddtail cf supply, 

is on exactly the same scale in every ±tHi±zx>fxiact>xzxzx thnn 

no one would suffer. Higher wages would buy at the market prioe 

the same value in rent, food, clothes, transportation, etc., 

that the old lower wages used to buy and, if things wore Jutt 

and normal in the old days they would be just and normal nww. 

At least we would have’no new causes of comjaint. But the facts 

seem to be that .this is not the case. They seem to be that the 

trend of events has led the public to accept without protest in¬ 

creases in price in many things, because they have been accompan¬ 

ied by increase of income, while they have refused to tolerate 

inoreasea in the prioe of other things. 

■ This apparently.is working a grave injustice in some quar¬ 

ters, just as on increase of prices without an increase of wages 

is working a grave injustice in some other quarters. Where an 

inorease of prioe of all necoessary comnodities falls upon the 

. shoulders of a wage-earner whose wage has not been increased that 

eage-earner must deorease .his consumption of necoessaries and if 

his consumption- of neooessaries in the ^ast has not been.above 



3 Questions for Mr Edison 

normal this will raise-hell with Kira. He will have to eat less 

than he needs and feed'hie family Iobb than they need; he will 

have to get along with less clothing than he needs and give less 

to his family than it needs; he will have to live in inadequate 

quarters because of an increase in the rental of adequate quar¬ 

ters whioh his uninoreased inoome does not permit him to meeta 

But, speaking generally (there are many instances of grave 

suffering whioh form the exceptions to the rule) wages have Been 

increased sufficiently to meet the increased scale of prioes for 

naccessaries. So the wage-earner is not suffering. Indeed in 

at leaBt half the lines ofi endeavor it is probable that the 

increase of wages has kstj* more thwn kacj* kept pace with the 

increase in the cost of necoessary commodities. Many workmen are 

better off, today, in spite of high prioeB for the things which 

they have to buy, thn they were before the prices went up, for 

they are paid much higher wages. 

The interests whioh really suffer are those whi*h, whil<? 

paying xzxzxzxzxzxcxzxzxzxzxzxzxzxzxzxzx advanoed wagea and ad¬ 

vanced prices for what they c.onsume, due to the higher wages 

.whioh those who supply them must pay, at the Bame time are not . 

permitted to inoroase the charge to the public of that which they 

have to sell to the public. Among these are most of those . 

euterpris** which supply the public with its general utilities. 

It is an extraordinary thing that while the householder will 

grumble but little when he has to pay an added cent for a loaf 
which is supplied by an individual baker or grocer 

of bread./he will howl like an Indian when he has to pay an added 

cent for anything which ‘ is supplied by a publio servioe. corpora¬ 

tion, such as eleotrio light, gas or transportation. Yet. the 

•eleotrio light companies, gas oompanies and transportation.com¬ 

panies have suffered an immense inorease in the cost of their 

production and therefore very wellmay be: Justified in makln ' 



4 Questions for Mr Edisom 

an extra charge for their services. 

'Phis seems to to especially true with regard to the traotion 

companies throughout the country, and it must not he forgotteb 

that to the development of the traction companies is and mnst 

be due. the development of the country. The-moment the traotion 

co,panie8 oease to grow that moment the country will cease to 

progress, for that moment the population will oease to spread 

into new territory. America's prosperity 1b entirely due^to^the 

fac* that its energy has made it continually conquer new latadc 
deposit 

and the conquest of a new gold is no truer.a oonquest of 

new fields'than the settlement of a new suburb made possible by- 

the construction of a new trolley-line. 

It has been the construction of new.transportation lines 

of all sorts which has made Ameruoa great/ Make transportation 

unprofitable and the progress of America will stop. 

If it is actually true that the trolley-lines cannot puy^ 

expenses at the present fares the nation could' do no more suici¬ 

dal thing.than to compel them to continue to acoept these fares. 

* PHASE SECOND 

The ruin of the trolley oar companies is sorjething which 

must be regarded in its true light by the legislators and the 

people who eleot them. As a matter of fact the so oalled trol¬ 

ley magnates would not be -those who would Buffer most, if they 

suffered at all. She financial magnate has a way of "getting out 

from under" disasters of this sort. He usually is not the loser. 

The loser is the stockholder in the enterprise and the stockhol¬ 

der is not the high salaried president (who probably earns his. 

salary .very honestly and well) but the general public — the very 

public whibh objeots to the increase of fareB. If the trolley 

companies are compelled to oontinue operations at a loss they, 

not only will be unable to extend their operations, but their / 



5 Questions for Mr Edison 

stockholders will lose their dividends and this loss will affect 

the oohntry exactly as a series of savings hank failures would 

affect it, for the owners of trolley stock are in a general way 

of the same class as savings hank depositors. If the companies 

lose thousands of widows, tens of thousands of orphanB, hundreds 

of dead men's estates (large and small hut principally small) 

will lose that income fr®m their holdings which they legitimately 

are entitled toexpeot. 3o this matter of such an increase in 

trolley fares as will enable the companies to pay dividends is 

something to he done, not for the benefit of bloated corporations, 

hut for the benefit of the small stockholder/ 

PHASE THREE 

But there is something whi Ji should be taken into considera¬ 

tion. There is an opportunity here, a neeopesslty indeed, for 

taking advantage of the situt.ion for providing the public with a 

new protection. Ko company should be allowed to increase its 

fares which does not first prove to the satisfaction of ih* 

soma competent body that its charges against interest etc/, are 

legitimate and not illegitimate. Ih other words the investigation 

whioh 1b to determine thiB whole matter of trolley fares also 

should determine the legitimacy ®f trolley company capitalization 

as it stands. If inoreased fares moans paying dividends up&n 

water then the inorease should not be made. If it can be shown 

that it means payment of reasonably dividends upon money actually 

invested and properly managed after investment then the public 

oould vhave no just quarrel with a general inorease. 



July 24 ,;191S 

Ur. G. C. Hopkins, 
o/o The Foreoast Magazine, 
6 East 39th !5t., 
Hew York, II. Y. 

I received your letter of July 22d and 
have shown it to Mr. Edison. He does not quite 
understand what kind of article it is that you 
are going to publish. 

-Jly 1 
ience so that I o 
Edison'8 attention,'and then I think I will be able 
to send you something. 

Your3 very truly. 

Assistant to Mr. Edison. 

A/7594, 



The Forecast 
Ame«s Leading F00^1 Magazine [agazine 

y 

Laboratory of Thomas A. Edison, 
Orange, N. J. / ^ - 

ir of >/ 
inter- * 3 

>ast 
the ^ & 

LP’ W' * iect to il > r, * 

/Thank you very muclj/ or your letter of , / 
July 24th/ The article is intended to be an inter- v 3 
view wit/ Mr. Edison by a member of the Forecast 
writing/staff — only, in order to spare him the 
trouble/, we have, with Mr. Burroughs kind help, MK , 
prepanfed it. It is readymade, in short, subject to ‘ a ‘ 
any c/rrection or suggestion Mr. Edison might give- ^ 

j In the September issue we are going to & ‘ 
hav/ a similar statement prepared for us by John I) 
Bux/roughs himself, and entitled "Length of Days," 
We/should like to run this one in October, and hope 
to follow it by similar statements from prominent 
people of all kinds. 

/ . We aro trying to put over the idea that 
/attention to the problem of the right food for a 
/person’s life and occupation is not undignified'or / 
itrivial. / 

\ Thanking you again, for your attention \f ' , ',/•£ 
Vo this matter, I am ^ \ :'c'~ 

'Jr* UA 
J / ju3 \ Very truly yours, 1 ' ^ J/’ 

J <2J .<2.. H o^b-***'*- __ 1 “ 

The Forecast Magazine 
gch/bl 
‘‘One publication in the home is worth a thousand on the highway.” 



July 26,1919. 

llr. Edward Marshall, 
712 Times Building, 

New York, fl.Y. 

Friend Marshall: 

I wns going to add some more stuff 
to help out to fill up the 3,000 words you want. Some¬ 
thing about capital and labor controversy, and also 
prices, but as you have 'phoned you-want it right away, 

■I oannot do it. 

.You will note that the interview is rather 
rambling and disoontinpus. This is due to want of 
time and inexperience. Pleaso fix it up’ so it will 
read connectedly and.out out anything you think is 
unnecessary. 

Sincerely, 
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whan he diaa he can't tains it with Mm. His eon gate it. profits over 

and above his living expenses build noro factories, more man are employed, 

and ao on forever. the millionaire ia a more trustee who worries more than 

t aa good health and very little better off than the saving 

wortaaan himself. But the latter can't aee the point of the argument. 

Whan 1 tall him that there ia wealth existing today, c 

f carpenters who built houses in Italy in too days of the Homan fiepublio 

which have come down throngi a long line of capitalists, or rather trustees; 

■ 
that by long years of work he will leave his son his savings, who will^tWF^ 
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whan ha diaa ho can’t take it with him. His son goto it. His profits ovar 

and abova his living expanses build mora factories, mora man arc employed, 

and so on foravar. The millionaire is a mara truotaa who worries mora than 

the workman, hasn’t as good health and vary little better off than the saving 

workman himself. But the latter can't sea the point of the ar^tont. 
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that by long years of work he will leave his son his savings, who will add 

possibly to it, and in the 20th Cantury it will be seized by the then living 

workman or socialist and distributed because Capitalists have wrongfully 
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Q. Mr. Edison, I am told that more than 5 billions of money 

is at present invested in street railways and surburban eleotrios, 

and on aooount of the great inorease in wageB and materials during 

and sinoe the war, they are on the verge of bankruptcy and have - ' 

appealed to the President for relief and he has appointed a 

Commission, now sitting at Washington, to investigate the subject 

and report. You were one of the pioneers of the trolley. 

What have you to say on this subject? 

Ana. I know of the plight the trolley companies are in. I 

know of the Commission. I also know that if something is not 

done to permit them to raise their fares, and done quiokly, 

that it will start a wave that will do aj| much harm to the 

working man as to the trolley. 
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Q. Do you believe that the public is so much opposed to 

raising the fare as appears on the surface? 

Ans. No, agitators, politicians and socialists are at the bottom 

of it all. Most men individually are pretty fair and reasonable, 

but let an agitator get a orowd of them together, then you have , 

an unreasoning aggregate. Do they mutually hypnotize each other? 

Does it require a oertain number of cubic feet Bpare for a brain 

to function normally and when put closer, stops functioning? I 

confess I don't know, but something occurs that stops real thinking. 

Perhaps if a man wants to think perfectly he should get in the 

center of a 10 aore lot. 

ft. Is there any good reason the working men should'nt pay the 

extra 2 or Z<f necessary to keep the trolley functioning properly? 

Ans. None whatever. Men who onoe were paid $1.75 per day are 

now getting 4 to 5 dollars per day, which is much beyond the 
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oost of living. Why should'nt they pay a few oents to the trolley? 

My man subscribed over few? million dollars in the five Liberty Loans, 
A A 

and the men of all the other factories around me did about as well. 

Of oourse, they did'nt.live at the Waldorf. They lived home here 

in Orange. 

A. What interest hss the workingmen in the trolley? 

Ans. ^hey have a vital interest that the trolleys should be pros¬ 

perous at that. One of the greates evils of our present civiliza¬ 

tion is that of congestion in Cities. Every man who works and does 

his part in the World is entitled to one good wofctin and a home. 

The faot that by our present system he oannot get it embitters him 

more than anything else. This longing and the apparent hopeless¬ 

ness of it all is at the bottom of all unrest in the world. All 

these problems of war on capitalists by unions in asking for more 
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wages all oenters in this intense longing for a home. Solve this 

problem, and the soap box orator will go out of business. This 

problem oannot be solved exoept by the trolley, and the quantity 

production of single permanent homes in rural communities. If the 

trolley people are prosperous, they oan do what is impossible to do 

now, - attract capital. With capital they will extend to the 

limit, inoite other oapital to erect houses. The larger and more 

numerous the communities are, the oheaper will be the trolley far. 

Within one mile of my home town in a beautiful valley with scarcely 

60 houses in two miles square, there are more than 5,000 lots whioh 

are owned by workingmen acquired as far baok as 20 years ago. They 

were never able to build, - a pathetic reoord. 

Q. Then you think congestion in Cities produces much evil,and 

unrest, socialism, etc? 
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Ana. Yea, look at Hew York City. Had it not teen for the 

(fn-Jt -iW» 

automobile and automobile truokB taking up half the apace^and 

going v;ith twice the apeed and twioe the tonnage, with ita 

inoreaaed buaineBB and manufaoturing, the 8treeta of Hew York 

would now be impaaaible. Why have not the Municipal authoritiea 

viaion enough to announoe that after the firat day of January, 1925, 

no increase in manufaoturing will be permitted on Manhattan Island 

itBelf. By that time the congestion will have reached ita utmost 

limit as to pedestrians and vehicles. There are now possibly 

enough bridges so that excess manufacturing oould be forced to 

tong Island. This w ould thin the streetB and bring the working 

people where there ia more Bpaoe, where they would have a better 

bhanoe to get better living places and ultimately, with the trolley, 

arrive at that Utopia where every man would have a home of his own. 
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Q. Did you not Bane years ago devise a oonorete house for working 

men? 

An8. Yes, I investigated the housing problem pretty thoroughly and 

made a lot of experiments whioh proved that at that time, with the 

prices in vogue, a two Btory house - with six rooms and a cellar 

oould be built in quantity production, with heater, water and elec¬ 

tric wiring for $79'^. The house was Italian Villa style, red tile 

overhund roof with many ornamentations. I used iron moulds, set 

them up and took them down by machinery and poured the whole ini 

one operation, which required 4. hours. The moulds oould be removed 

ftco A>f 
after 6 days. The stairs, fo-tlora, partitions, mantel pieces, and 

everything about the house were part of the iron moulds. nothing 

need be done after the moulds were removed. After the wireB, heater 

and radiator, doors and sashes were put in,the house was ready for 
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oooupanoy. As I had to have a large number of moulds, locomotive 

cranes, railway track and other machinery, it would require consider¬ 

able capital. To the Capitalists I went. They had no vision, 

the scheme died. Since that Lambie and also Ingersoll and others 

have gone into the construction of houses of poured concrete, but 

they are poured in sections and the idea of quantity production, 

like Mr. Ford, builds his automobiles, has not been carried out, yet. 

Q. Why Concrete? 

Ans. The trouble with houses that only a very few workman can 

afford to buy, is that they must be made ofvood. This, in turn, 

calls for comparatively large payments for repairs, final depreciation, 

large insurance, small amount obtainable on Mortgage, considerable 

taxes. Whereas with all concrete, there are no repairs, no insurance, 

a high amount is obtainable on Mortgage, no final depreciation, as 
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there are innumerable Villas in Italy still in good condition 

of oement, built in the time of Julius Caesar. 

/ 
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f 
Coming back dlreotly to the trolley, who Is the prinolpal losor 

when the Trolley Company fa 11b to make money - la It the public 

or the 7,agnates? 

It Is the public. The Magnates do not continue in enterprises 

after they have been perfected and the securities sold to the 

publlo. They would not be so foolish; they take their profits 

and go Into other things tTiat appear to afford a large pioneer¬ 

ing profit. 

The men who oreate and build up the great Industries of U.S.A. 

are not satisfied with the 5 and 6<f, profit that an ordinary In¬ 

vestor gets. They distribute the stock and bonds. Thay land 

In the hands of Savings Banks where the people who ride on the 

trolley deposit their money, or the Insurance Company where the 

manwho rides on the trolley pays his Insurance money and Into 

Innumerable small Investors who use their surplus earnings to 
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get a little more income than the Savings Banks pay. in fact 

the people who ride on the trolley directly or indireotly own 

ite securities. 

As I said Before, tie Magnates do not own the stock. In many 

oases the Magnates stlll^r^ the Company hut the people who 

(heck**' 
own the stook oould at any stook^meoting turn them out. 

Hasn't there Been a good deal of sharp practice By these 

Magnates in the past? 

Yes, there has Bean a lot of Bad financing in the past. But 

not much in late years and now with commissions to watoh such 

matters there is still less. If any. 

At the Inception of the trolley the public oould have prevented 

all abuse. They had votes - why do they sleep on their rigits? 

What Is the use of votes If the people don't use them and make 

everyone play fair? Whose fault is It that some premotors made 
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more money than their fair proportion? Bo the pnhlio think 

the politloianB are going to take oare of them? If they do, 

they will he fooled forever. Their recourse is associations, jrt 

w-chi imU | 
public raeetlngs^newspspers and the oourts. pnhlio opinion 

manufactured in this manner iB the basic foundation of a 

Demaoraoy and not the politicians and politioal bodies which 

are only the formula thereof. But I want to say that the publio 

needs the Magnate. He and the ooterie of engineers around him 

are very valuable assets to the U.S. It is he who builds our 

Hallways, ships, factories, mines, new industries and everything. 

Ho goes into everything imaginable and takes onormous risks, 

pioneers; wants^and many times makes big profits. He perfeots 

the industry until it only pays a normal interest, sells out to 

the investors and people of small means or thBlr trustees and 

retires from it. He is a creature of ceaseless activity, the 
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What would ha the effect on the general prosperity of the Hation 

if trolley development came to on end? 

It must not oome to Em end. When the after effeots of this war 

are over and we spit on our hands and take fresh hold, we want 

extension of trolley as before explained, we want more suburban 

long distanoe trolleys; we most have them. It’s vitally essential 

for reasons already given. 

Can trolley development continue with the present fare? 

I think a Slovak Miner oould answer tliat question. It's either 

enough extra fare to entloe more money to the Trolley Companies 

to pay their Interest and extend, or bankruptcy. 

Do you think there is nmoh water in the present capitalization 

of the trolleys, from past abuses? 

In many oases yes. That was because the publio allowed them to 
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do it. But that has nothing to do with the present trolleys or 

the present oondltlon.. We oan't punish previous owners; they 

are out of it. It Is simply a question of spilt milk. 

We have the trolleys; we want them badly, we want them operated and 

run to give the greatest servloe; we want them extended; we want to 

get more capital; we want to pay a fair Interest to the owners of 

the Beourltles sold by the first owners, and, incidentally as a 

mere bagatelle, slnoe the big loans we want to save the 5 Billions 

of money from going broke from want of Interest and klok of muss 

that sooner or later will hit every man in the country either directly, 

or lndireotly inoludlng the man who rides on the trolley. 
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Havs you any plan to suggest. where an increase in the fare on the trolley 

will be absolutely fair to everyone concerned? 

Without claiming to be a financier, but looking at it thru the window of 

'TJU1 ivtm O. II 
a Laboratory. fiuld aay to these trolley people bring on your boohs, 

state the extra fare necessary to pull you through end give good service. 

If a brief examination satisfies us. we will recommend for the time being, 

assuming your statements and boohs represent the exact conditions, that 

you be allowed to charge the fare named by you. but we will only allow 

you to charge this fere for a period of 1 year from date during which 

period we are going to reoo»end that the whole public utility question 

should be investigated and a uniform system of handling these matters 

through the u. S. be worhed out, fair to all and one which will always 

Givs you a capacity to get all the capital you legitimately require for 

extoneions uA betterments after approval by a commission. 
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What do you think of oomniaoiona are they the right combination for 

Regulating mattors like a public utility? 

I do not believe in a commission. I believe that a eingle high olaaa 

man ahould be aeleoted, and he ohould himself aeleot experts of aotual 

experienoe who have made good. Then you have one single responsible 

head who with his experts will have more real knowledge than 20 mon on 

a commission. If his decieiona are obnoxious to the public, their, 

meetings and the newspapers can hurl their shafts and all will hit be¬ 

cause you are striking him personally - but if yon have a commission - 

they are impersonal. You can shoot all yon like, they don't feel it 

and they otiok. Herbert Sponcers law always will be truo because he 

absolutely proved it. "That in all deliberating bodies of men the sum 

total of all the results will be below the intelligence of the least 

intelligent membor," Spenoer if he was alive would be pleased by the 
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Interstate Commerce Commission, in fnot he would be delighted. 

V7h.it do you think of Autocracy, Doraocraoy, Socialism and Soviet 

Governments? 

I oan dismiss the first by Just saying "Crown Prince", (Germany’s 

narrow excape}. 

The second - Democracy is the only possible stable government, but 

it has a fatal ndjuhct in a Bureauoraoy. Keep it small] the 

the better. If you allow it to slowly and silently increase the day 

will come when conditions are ripe and your Democracy will slide into 

Autocracy. Bureaucracy ruled Russia, the Czar wob a puppet. Buroauoracy 

is the curse of France| 

At present the publlo aro playing right into the hands of the Bureaucracy 

at Washington. A Democracy never should oporate anything except military 

se, Give business a 
' K 

free hand, but see they tread a straight line. 
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It 
That's the duty o£ a government. As to the Socialist, if wo assume that 

all that is Sutwn about governing a people rightly was contained in 25 

volumes; the disciples of Carl Marx are reading the first volume and dis¬ 

puting about that, while the Bolshevist Soviets have looted at the piles 
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Q. Bhat do you think of tho constant harping of the ao-oallad proletariat 

about the Oapltailst? 

A. Of oourao, you know that I work among and with tho workman and hare for 

years. They have ourious ideas. They are really pretty good men in¬ 

dividually, pretty shrewd in minor matters, with horse sense and help \ 

in 
each other, but /the larger and more complicated matters their ignorance 

la sublime. Their sense of loyalty to each other is very strong. In 

a strike they aai their families will go almost to the verge of starvation 

before they will go bade on their companions. This is quite different 

from aome of the hlgier type financial or business men, who get together 

and agree to do a certain thing and when the mooting is through, moat 

of them rush to the telegraph office^T^sell each other out. 

ithan these workmen think they are not treated fairly, that the factory 

or Company is making large profits and they ore not getting their pro- 
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portion of prosperity, they work themselves up Into a runty state of mind. 

In fact, thalr mind qeasss to funotion. Shay strike and sometimes give no 

reasons. Thoy ore In a surly mood. Anybody that tries to do anything with 

them for the first two weeks will get In trouble. Just let them have their 

time off aid be pennltted to cool down; then both sides oan talk business. 

Shree or four of their older men and a kindly disposed Executive oan 

generally ooms to on understanding. 

One of the worse enemies of the worksan Is a badly managed factory. 

1 have always wondered why the men In suoh factories don’t strike against 

It. What ohanoe have they to get batter conditions out of a factory 

that hasn't any money. They should warn the management that unless they 

put In a better manager, substitute mors modern machinery, get a better 

system of haalling materials, so they oould share In the prosperity thoy 

Of a, * 

were going to quit. Everybody will be delighted with thle^ probably 
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glvo a publio rooeptlon. They oan't understand the capitalist or hie 

agent. If I Illustrate to them, that ft, if there aro two shops In the 

earn town both manufacturing the earns article, with the earns number of man, 

neither one making any profit, and a new man tates the management^** one 

***** *>4^ 

shop1 turns out" 25$ more articles without the men working any harder, «£>ma 

"^eay ha isn't entitled to any of the 25$, others-think that the shops should 

divide and that 60-50 ie about right. Others are more liberal,* generally 

they are willing to divide up on this proposition. But millionaires, they 

that 
resent. I ask what has a millionaire got./they haven't got; the reply is 

he has a million, 1 haven't two hundred dollars. I try to explain that 

It 
thia million dollars ha says the millionaire baa^ tfcab- he hasn't got; ^ie 

all invested in factories,-rfEHBtf.^exoept his house, furniture and automobile, 

and is giving employment to 700 men. He has pieces of paper saying he 

s the faotory. Shis paper is useless. He oan't eat the factory, and 
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when he dies he oan't take it with him. His Bon gets it. The 

son's profits over and above his living expenses build more factories, 

more men are employed, and so on forever. The millionaire is a 

mere trustee who worries more than the workman, hasn't as good health 

and very little better off than the saving workman himself. But the 

latter oan't see the point of the argument. When I tell him that 

there is wealth existing today, due to the savings of carpenters 

who built houses in Italy in the days of the Roman Republic^ which 

have come down through a long line of capitalists, or rather trustees; 

that possibly by long years of work.he will leavei^iTTon^his savings $ 

who will possibly add to it and his descendants add more and in 100 

years it will be seized by the then living Socialist and distributed 

under the plea that capitalists have wrongfully obtained their money. 

It is hopeless trying to make him understand this. What the 
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ordinary man needs now-a-days is a little more education on 

economics like he had in the Bryan campaign, when he tried to work 

off his 60/ silver dollars. 

ft. What kind of an arrangement would you suggest for the operation 

of all publio utilities, that is to say, operation and regulation of 

service and profits? 

Ans. That is a oomplioated proposition. You better ask Guy E. 

Tripp. He has more experience and a larger vision than I have 

on this subjeot. There is one thing that should not be done, and 

that is t-o permit them to be operated by municipalities. I might 

suggest that a contract might be made that would work well under any 

conditions, to wit, determine oosts, ani state the profit allowable. 

Then, insert a clause permitting the mt companies to have half of 

all the savings they oould make, the City taking the other half. 
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A new determination to la made at any time aB to 

at the option of either party. If the original 

r and drawn with vision, there would be n< 

to raise money by the companies. 

profits and oosts, 

basis of this contract 

5 further trouble 



July 31,1919. 

Ur. G. 0. Hopkins, 
The Forecast Magazine, 
6 East 39th Street, 
Hew York, H.Y. 

Dear Sir:- • 

I am now 
whJoh we have been 
to Mr. Edison, who 
is the net result. 

Banding to you the 
in oorrospondenoe. 
made a few changes. 

article about 
It was shown 

and the enclosed 

Yours very truly. 

Aasistant to Mr. Edison. 

A/7653. 



Flanders Building 
Philadelphia 

The Forecast 
America's Leading Food Magazine 

6 East 39th Street 

New York 
/If 

August 4th, 1919. 

Mr. Meadoweroft, 
The Edison Laboratories, 

Orange, N. J. 

Dear Sir: 

The ms., with the slight emendations made 

by Mr. Edisoiij or yourself for him, has been received. 

I am delighted to have it, and cannot thank you 

enough for your help in putting the matter through for 

us. 

Very sincerely, 

G|.c.W--p^ " 

EB 

"One publication in the home is worth a thousand on the highway.” 



minutoa chat with you. 

campaign for all glasses of ^fting President Wilson 
and that this publication was supp » 0f the biggest 

(Tel.Ho.2809 Worth) 
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August 201 1919. 

Mr. J. Stuart Kelley, 
Amerloon Labor iVorld, 
8-12 Deadest., 
Hew Yorlt City. 

Dear Sirs 

X Vi*<shown y°“r leUer of AU8'J6t 22 t0 “r* Eli8°n’ in V,hl°h 

you ask teat he write an article signed by himself for your Labor Day 

Hr. Edison wishes me to Bay that he lias never, but once in 

hie life, written an article and signed his name to it. But, he said, 

’ "I will talk to a newspaper man in an interview on the subject". 

Yours very truly, 

Biiphonedi26 Assistant to Mr. Edison. 



To the Editor of the Sun: 

Sir: 

I hays noticed in your issue of August 27,1919, n 
communication from Frank J. Sprague in which he takes me to taBk 
for claiming in a recently published article the invention of the 
trolley oar. If he will read the article more C'rofully he will 
notice that I made no claims at all for the invention of the 
tro Lie,7. 

Mr. Sprague's principal oontrioutien to the trolley car 
was the mechanical suspension of the electric motor to the truck. 
The motor itself was the modem reversible, low resistance, high 
efficiency, dynumo-motor devised end developed by me in working 
out the incandescent electrie light system. This was already 
invented and at hand for Ur. Sprague to adapt to the conditions of 
a railway oar-truck. IJoither he, nor Siemens, nor any one else 
oould have succeeded in making a trolley system commercially 
practicable without this development. 

* 
A trolley oar does not constitute a trolley system. A 

central current' generating and distributing station and a complete 
system of conductors are absolute necessities. I had already . 
spent years in their development for the in.:? ndeaoont electric 
light system, and they were available to i.ir. Sprague. So, while 
I have never made any claims in regurd to the trolley car it will 
be conceded that my conneoticn with it is not entirely remote. 

Mr. Sprague states also that he had groat financial diffi¬ 
culties in introducing the trolley system into Richmond and carried 
it out largely by his personal credit. Perhaps, he has forgotten 
that when his Company was without funds and the Richmond project 
was in a serious situation, (due ts too much mathematics on the 
part of Mr. Sprague), I come forward and trusted his Company for 
ever $100,000 worth of apparatus and the aid of my men to pull 
the scheme through. 

What Mr. Sprague can really olaim is that by his persistence 
and electrical knowledge ho was the first oneto start the trolley 
oar system commercially. This ie what I have always thought and 
publicly stated. 
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sopt. 3,mi< 

Mr. v'orne H. Porter, 
119 West 40th Street, 

Kew York , II. Y. 
Bear Mr. Porter: 

Your letter of August 2oth hag boon 
rnaoivod. Mr. Kdison wishes ine to aay that he is 
vory short of time just now on account’of having some 
very important experiments on hand. lie v/iohes 19s 
to say to you that if you will write out your question 
on paper and mail the same ho oi«n write the unsworn 
thereto in any leisure moments that he may huvo. 
This will save his time ani aoeomplish the 3ame result 

fours very truly. 

Assistant to Ur. Adison. 

A/7671. 



Electrical 
Experimenter 
SCIENCE AND INVENTION 

The Undisputed Authority 

Mr. Wm. H. Meadoworoft 
Laboratory of Thomas A. Edison 
Orange, N. J. 

September 11, 1919 

My dear Mr; Meadoworoft: 

The writer duly came in receipt of your favor of July 
isth and he did not answer it before mainly forthe 
SaSon that you stated you could not arrange an inter¬ 
view until the first part of September. 

150,000 readers. 

The writer begs to enclose herewith a list 

^r5iesUmtCwm rive8you0SdidlaVof what we hav4 in mind. 

wmmmiM- This of course, with Mr. Edison’permission. 

w thins. .» » “;“UlVtS.niSty«l*SK then 

srSKisy. sr.9 w 
have l-1”?'. Nikolais ala’ s articleswhich have been 
runningWfor some^time in the ELECTRICAL EXPERIMENTER as you 



Electrical 
Experimenter 
SCIENCE AND INVENTION 

EXPERIMENTER 
PUBLISHING CO. 

233 FULTON STREET 
NEW YORK CITY, N. Y. 

TELEPHONE 
CORTLANDT 7770-7777 

Will you be good enough to return the oil painting by 
bearer, and if any criticism be good enough to let us 
have them. 

Sincerely yours, 

ELECTRICAL EXPERIMENTER 
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Do you hlieve that the young man who embarks on his 
eleotrical studies today, has the same ohanoes and opportunit- 
fes which you had, at the beginning of your oareer? 

In what branch of electricity, in your opinion, can 
the young man of today accomplish most - where is he most 
desired? 3 

What training should ha undergo? 

Should he aciuiretpraotioal experience first in the shop 
or laboratory? Or should he take a correspondence course or 
go to college? Or all two or three? 

What oonstruotive5advioe oan you give to our youi?f jn<i 
rising inventors? Is it worth while to patent every idea, or 

°nlA.°Howaoanith0Syoung inventor differentiate between good 

°n9B.^Arebso-called "design-patents" valuable or valueless to 

your mind? ^ 

You have patented over 1000 inventions. How many of 

“T or o^oe profit- 

able to you? _ 
B. Whioh is your pet invention? 

Are your inventilns perfected first in your+mind or 
perfeoted in your models? Or by aotual experiments? 

8. 
Why are so few inventors business man? 

A. How oan they train themselves to make money from their 
inventions? 

What inventions does the world need most today? 

What known substitute is there forwhite prlnt paper 
when our raw materials give out during the next twentyfive 

years? u 

Over 09% of energy is lost today in useless heat in 
our incandescent lamps. How near are ws to "cold light and 
do you think it will be invented at all? 

On which of ou/doimant and uh-worked sources of energy 
should our coming generation work mDst intensely? 

In your mind, is3 the exploit*tin of the following 
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aouroea of energy chimerical or are they within the realm 
of possibility from the standpoint of modern eleotrioal en- 

Power derived from the earth’s internal heat 
Power derived from the earth's atmosphere 
Power derived from the tides 
Power derived from the sun’s heat 

14. 
What should America do to prevent Germany from flooding 

the world with its cheap goods, and winning the war 
commercially twenty years henoel 

What steps should this country take, to bring down the 
high cost of living? 



Sept. 17,1919 

Mr. H. Gernaback, 
•Eleotrioal Experimentor, 
233 Fulton Street, 
How York, H.Y. 

My dear Mr. Gernaback: 

Referring to your letter of 

Sept, 11th, with the questions for Mr. iijiaon, 

I brought the matter to hia attention immediately 

and ho ha3 made answers to your questions which 

I have had typewritten and forward to you herowith. 

Trusting that they will be satisfactory, 

I remain. 

fours very truly. 

Assistant to-Mr. Kdiaon. 

Enclosure. 
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Answers to questions propounded by H. Gernsbaok, 
of Elootrioal Experimenter. 

Ana. to Ques. 1: He has far greater opportunities than I had. 

Ans to Ques. 2: There are men wanted in every branoh of elootrioal 

engineering, and new branches based on new discoveries are being 

oreated continually. 

Ans. to 3 and 4: I think the International Correspondence Schools 

at Scranton, Pa., is the more available for most young men. After 

passing examination, I think he should specialize on one branch 

and study it hard; then got a position. Any boy oan be a success 

•if ho is willing to pay the price, which is continuous hard work. 

The trouble with a large proportion of young men who are given 

positions is that they refuse to pay the prioe and thus become 

a drag on the industry. 
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Shoot No. 2. 

A to 6: I suggest that if the young inventor has an idea he had 

hotter reduce it to actual praotioo and bo sure that it works before 

applying for a patent. Ideas are easy, but working them into 

commercial shape is generally a long tedious and expensive job. After 

successful operation and the results warrant it, a search of the United 

States Patent Safaettw should be made to learn if it has not been 

previously invented by others. 

Ana- to 6 A: Of the 1400 patents whioh I have obtained, about 400 

ware actually worked 

Ans. to 6 B: My pet invention is the phonograph first; moving piotures 

second. 

Ans. to 7; I always start out with a definite idea of accomplishing 

a oertain result. I collect all the data possible both scientific and 

commercial. I then proceed to sketoh out every possible and probable 

YtAAjJlXo . 
way of attaining an&»w»s, and carry it to success by experimenting. 
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Sheet No. 3. 

Question 8: I oannot answer this. 

Ans. to Ques.9: Automatic machinery and systems for quantity produc¬ 

tion of one family houses, so cheaply that every man can have his own 

home. 

ur» 

Ans. to 10: Print paper will never give out as long as iWeiet in 

the Amazon and Congo basins. 

Ans. to 11: I think we are slowly advancing in increasing the 

efficiency of ligit production. Anjc moment a discovery is liable to 

be made that vdl 11' advance the efficiency enormously. 

Ans. to IE. ? / <3 
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Sheet Ho. 4: 

Ana. to^l3: Voloanio power to extent of 5,000 H.P. ia utilised already 

In Italy, and 20,000 H.P. more being arranged for. Italy probably 

haa powor in her voloanio regions to work all her machinery and heat 

every house, oarry on every metallurgioal prooess and in faot make ooal 

unnecessary in that country. My impression is that in Havada and the 

Yallowstono region there is available energy greater than that given 
A 

by all the ooal mined in the United States. 

An3 to 14: Germany never has, nor ever will, flood the U.S. with 

oheap goodsor undersell us if wo make up our minds to beat her at 

that game- 

Out of -thousands of articles Bhe la only effioient in two, 

to wit, chemical dyes and toys. Ihis is due to our indifference to 

going into these lines of manufacture. 

15: I oannot undertake to answer this. 
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Shoot Ho. 5: 

Ana to 16. My hobby is experimenting. My relaxation - oamping 

out in the Mountains. 



Flanders gliding 
Philadelphia 

I 

Subscription $1.50 yearly 

The Forecast 
America’s Leading Food Magazine 

6 East 39th Street 

New York 

Sept. 17, 1919. 

Mr. Thomas Edison, 
Orange, Mew Jersey. 

Dear Sir: — 

We are sending you under separate cover a 

copy of our September issue of The Forecast. 

On page 191 you will find our special article 

"Food For Thought" signed by you,in which we thought 

you might be interested. 

Very sincerely yours, 

THE FORECAST 

(/I/* fl - 

WAi«:FS 

> \ /■ '! ' 
\ / / 

“One publication in the home is worth a thousand bn the highway." 



THE NEWSPAPER ENTERPRISE ASSOCIATION 

New York Bureau, 
1510 TimeB Building, 
September 17, 1919. 

My dear Mr. Edison: J 

I am very anxious to secure T^ok Jou, 'as1 soon as possible, 
a statement relative to the forthcoming industrial conference 
at Washington, called by Pres, wilsonlbr October 6. I should ^ 
be most grateful if you would consent to discuss the conference 
from any angle which interests you, with thiB general question 
in mind: What is the most useful work the conference ,ean do 
in dealing with "industrial unreBt?' I \ 

What, in your opinion, are the quest ions or problems 'tjhat, \ 
the conference canprofitably undertake to discuss? What can )— 
such an industrial conference do to stabilize or standardize 
the relationships of capital and labor? Should it draw up a \ 
"constitution" for the government of capital and labor, such as \ 
that under which the War Labor Board operated during the war? \ 
Should it attempt to lay down fundamental rules to govern in- i 
dustry in general, or are conditions in each industry so differ¬ 
ent that a workable nlan for ALL- industry is impossible? Should 
the conference plan for a permanent tribunal before vihich "labor 
troubles" canbe tried and adjusted? Or should it plan for a 

. "parliament" of capital and labor to meet periodically and 
"legislate" on industrial questions? should the conference under¬ 
take to lay down a rule to determine what the respective returns 
from an industry to capital and labor OUGHT to be— in otner 
words, what is capital's PAIR SHARE and what is labor's FAIR SHARE? 

I am asking a number of American leaders, business men, 
ixeoutives, bankers, labor leaders, economists and publicists 
o contribute their ideaB, and I trust that you willconsent to 
.et me have yourB also. 

- Very truly yours, ^-. v 

' 7 8 S3 \ 
Manager New York Bureau. 1 



September 19, 1919. 

Mr. Frederick a. Her by, 
Manager Mew York Bureau, 
The newspaper Enterprise Association, 
#1510 Times Building, 
Hew York City. 

Dear Sir: 

Your letter of September 17 to itr. Edison 

nas been received and brought to his personal attention, 

Ue wishes me to say that the question is so 

Involved and requires so much thinking that he cannot find time 

from his important experimental work to shift nls thinking machinery. 

He will therefore be unable to comply with 

your request. 

Yours very truly. 

Edlphoned: 24 



Cable Address! Harqule^CMeagg 

A. N. Marquis £? Company 
PUBLISHERS 

440-442 Dearborn Street Sontb 
CHICAGO 

Who’s Who in America 
This work alms to give a brief, crisp, 
personal sketch of the notable Living 
Americans in all parts of the world— 
men and women whose position or 
achievements make them of gener¬ 
al Interest. It tells just the things 

know about those who are most con¬ 
spicuous In every reputable walk of 
life — birthplace, age, parentage, 
education, degrees, position and 

clubs, business, profession or occupa¬ 
tion, marriage; and In fact the chief 
features of each career without puff¬ 
ery or eulogy, praise or criticism. 

The appended addresses also con- 

publication has ever attempted the 
difficult task of finding and furnishing 
the addresses of prominent Amer- 

tells who the leading people are and 

whero they are at the present time 
and what they are now doing, puls 
you In quick and easy communlca- 

Completeness and reliability make 
the book indispensable to every man 
or woman who alms to keep abreast of 
the times. It answers, Instantly, 
thousands of questions of every-day 
Import —questions for which an¬ 
swers can nowhere else be found. 

It Is everywhere recognised as an 
authority and Is In general use In 
homes, offices, libraries, editor lal 
rooms, schools and colleges, and 
every place where up-to-date, au¬ 
thentic Information Is wanted about 
people In whom almost everyone Is 

-f (A 7 ^e'pt.Cge, ,1919. ' 

r, aK - V >“ Ky 
Dear Sir:- ^ { A ^ j 

1 am enclosing your personal sketch, *- I 
clipped from the last edition of Who’s Who In ( 
America, for the usual biennial revision. Kindly 
scrutinize this sketch carefully, correcting 
errors, if any. and bringing the record down hy 
adding any important later occurences. 

In order that we may know the sketch has 
come to.your attention, it should be returned . I 
even though revision or amendment is unnecessary. Wr 
Please do not fail to return it promptly. ^ 

The World War, wh’ch was approaching its 
critical stage when the lvlS-1919 edition of 
Who's Who in America was issued.brought many men 
into prominence, and caused many changes in 
positions of persons named in the book. These 
new names ard changes will be duly noted in the 
edition for 1920-1981. 

Many new alignment? in other departments 
of activity have called for leaders whose life- 
sketches also will be socointly presented. 

We wou.d be pleased to receive your ad¬ 
vance order for one or more copies of the edi¬ 
tion which will be issued in the spring of 1920. 
These advance subscriptions jrreatly aid 11s in 
determining the size of the edition to be print¬ 
ed, and are much appreciated. 

< hear fr'm you at your early 

A.N. MARQUIS & COMPANY 





EXPERIMENTER 
PUBLISHING CO. 

Electrical 
Experimenter 
SCIENCE AND INVENTION 

The Undisputed Authority 
on Simplified Science and Mechanics 

233 FULTON STREET 
NEW YORK CITY, N.Y. 

TELEPHONE 

October 1, 1.319 

Laboratory of 
Thomas A. Edison 

Orange, N. J. Attention for. Wm. H. meadowcroft 

My dear Mr. Meadowcroft: 

On account oT the absence of the writer, he 
only comes to' your letter of the 17t’n now. The artist 
has the oii painting in work now which will be ready in 
a few days. 

The writer attempted to elaborate on the 
supposed interview but found himself unable to do the 
work justice. The writer never having met Mr. Edison, 
it is a physical impossibility for him to write something 
which did not take piece. 

With Mr. Edison’s permission, will you be good 
enough to arrange for an interview some time next week, 
which interview does not necessarily have to cover the 
same questions again, but the writer would like to say 
a few things in the interview regarding the personality 
of Mr. Edison, and this as you well know can only be ac¬ 
complish! by an actual interview. After that, the writer 
will write up the questions and answers in the form of an 
interview, which we believe for both concerned will be 
infinitely better. 

Will you kindly advise the writer at an oarly 

Respectfully yours, 

DICT.H.GERNSEACK 
EDITOR 

/ ELECTRICAL EXPERIMENTER 

VI ^ 





EXPERIMENTER 
PUBLISHING CO. 

233 FULTON STREET 
NEW YORK CITY, N.Y. 

TELEPHONE 
CORTLANDT 7776-7777 

CABLE ADDRESS 
EXPUCO, NEW YORK 

NEW YORK °ot. 8, 1919 

Electrical 
Experimenter 
SCIENCE AND INVENTION 

The Undisputed Authority 
on Simplified Science and Mechanics 

Mr.Wm. H. Meadowcroft 
Laboratory of Thomas A.Edison 
Orange, N. J. 

My dear Mr. Meadowcroft: 

This will introduce to you Mr. Howard B.Brown, 
the artist, who will show you the oil painting of Mr. 
Edison. 

Mr. Brown is a very 
making many covers right along 
Literary Digest, etc. 

accomplished artist and is 
for Scientific American, 

Since seeing ~r. Edison, I am aware of course 
th°t he does not look like the painting today, but at any 
rale the °r?te? believes that the painting »iU e actable 
U it shows Mr. Edison when he was younger. The only 
thing wrong that the writer can ^ 
i. oolor of the eyes which should be lighter. »**. 

the eyes, etc. 

grown will explain to you that the painting 
hns not yet been finished, but there is additional work to 
bfdone as for instance modeling the cheeks, etc. 

very much 
engravers 

[f the painting is suitable, 
pleased to present it to Mr. 
ire finished with it. 

the writer would be 
Edison when the 

Very sincerely yours, 

ELECTRICAL EXPEHiuIENTLR 

/a/ 



October 9, 1919. 

Ur, H. Gernsbaok, 
#238 Fulton St.t 
Hew York City. 

Uy dear Ur. Oerneback: 

Ur. Brown called this morning and showed 

the oil painting, and I thought so well of it that 1 took him and 

painting in to see Ur. Edison in the Chemical Room. 

Mr. Edison seems to like the picture and 

Ur. Brown full opportunity to look at his features, as desired, 

1 reooived also your second letter with 

ooples of the two publications as promised, and will bring them to 

Edison's attention. Thank you. 

Yours very truly. 

Assistant to Ur. Edison. 

Bdiphoned:24 



'W- 

Cs 
119' 

October 9, 1919. An 

Dear Mr. Edison: 

May I remind you of your \j x * 
promise in correapondenoe of August and \ 
September to try to find time for an inter>£fc\i ^ 
with a representative of this magazine? J s 

We feel that there is no one whose 
views on present unsettled world conditions 
would he more illuminating and have more 
public interest than yours. We would like 
to get from you, not a reply to a series of 
questions from us, hut a perhaps informal 
expression of your opinion on the changes 
of this after-war time — the tension be¬ 
tween capital and labor, the problem of 
living cost, the progress of invention, and 
the spiritual revival. 

If I come to Orange on Monday or 
Tuesday of next week (Oct. 13 or 14) would "5T 
it be possible for you to see me? Or can 
you make an appointment with me for any 
other day in the near future? 



October 13, 1919 

Mr. 71111am MaoHarg, 
"Cosmopolitan", 
119 7estm40th Str., 
New York City. 

Bear Mr. MaeHarg: 

Yonr letter of October 9 has been received and 
brought to Hr. raison's personal attontion. 

Ho wlBhes mo to say that Just now he is exceed¬ 
ingly busy on some very Important Investigations and experiments on 
whloh all of his thoughtmnust bo conoontrated. It Is not possible 
under these oircumstances for him to answer complicated questions 
right offhand. Beside, it breaks into his line of thought to give 
personal interviews. 

If you wish to reduoe your questions to writing 
and send them over hero, Mr. Edison says that at night when things 
are more quit he oan got more opportunity and time to think and 
write down his answers to your questions. He objects also to giv¬ 
ing a personal interview at night. 

Therefore, if you wish to submit questions you 
can do so, marking the envelope for my attention, and I will bring, 
them to Vr. Edison's notice personally. 

Yours very truly. 

Ediphoned 
25. 

Asst, to Mr. Edison. 



Popular Science Monthly 

October 14^,1919 

<P 

I.'r. V/m. H. Meodowcroft, 
Assistant to Edison, . 
Tlie Thomas A. liaison Laboratories, 
Oranpe, I!ew Jersey. 

Detr Hr. i'.ea dower of t; 

When in Washington for c few 4oys a week 
or so 8i*o, I was agreeably surprised at what appear ec- the «Xl; 
"i-ination of a trend I had long noticed and hopei for. iU.t i-, 
the freedom with wheih officials will i.ow j^c’io- ch 
war secrets. On all sides infortnatior is beingMe ^iiauie 
neon reouest. It is realised that muon of it should be T>ub- 

end value to be set forth. 

The situation leads re to wish I could 1j^0T7 

what Vx. EQisp fid in the 1 srbiectf especially tech- 

ss SL.*"Srtffis;»w.»»». m. *.«<* »> •«»•«»» 
to then. 

In consequence of the forcgoiur, wouldj o. 

_V'liatever the material requires. Ir you c -n c- mkmmsmmg: 
pe"tive8and6otherwise strairhtenec out ;nd lined up so that the 
public in tenoral can under ott no. 

For this work I can bring a graduate dec- 

“^.rusj^srssi'i tg^jrss^jsu.;*. 



Popular Science Monthly 
Founded 1872 

22SAVEST THIRTY-NINTH STREET, NEWYORK 

one' of the three largest electrical manufacturing concerns in 
this country—this besiaos the technical editing and v.rising I 
have done on this publication before and since the war. X out¬ 
line this experience in detail because I realise that hr. -'.uison o 
vjorl has historical importance and that, if none au ell, he Jill 
doubtless appreciate its being carefully done, and by sore one 
capable of understanding in some degree its technical bic.miicc.ice. 
ho doubt one or two other magssinos not in our field will be in¬ 
terested in the subject, if * do the material over again fiom then 
angle, and so you will be releasing it'not only_t.o us but to the 
magasine field in general if you like. 1 can offer the services of 
a technical writer of training end experience,.willing ^interested 
to cover the subject in the appreciative way its worth demana^, end 
as an alliance-free third party. The worlmof other scientist., en¬ 
gineers, and inventors is being given outio the Public at .thi- ^"e* 
Why should not Mr. Edison’s, or at leootuhe outstanding points of 
it’ I know the public will be hugely interested, ana willing to give 
I/r. Edison the credit he deserves. E nglish and irench periodical* 
are making a loud noise about what their men aid, but it seems to 
me '.meridan. inventors and technical men outdid them several time* 
0ver« ile should like to know something of Mr. Edison's share in the 
story. We shall be glad to do anything we can for our.part in the 
way of getting official permission for the release of the materiel, 
if you will but direct us to whichever of the various bpards are now 
in power over the material and should be. written. 

before we begin actual work on this story, could 
wo not get the one on etherib force out of the way?' Send me over tin 
photos with that boi: v/e found, if nothing else. Also three or four 

others characteristically Edison of the kind.we .disoussed. Uoorv . 
receipt of the material I shall make haste to get the article into the 
first^issue possible, and it will be theft; well out of the way by the 
time we got the war Gtory worked up. 

sly yours, 

Lssooiate E ditor^j 



October 17, 1919. 

"r. Lloyd E. Barling, 
Associate Bditor, 
Popular Holenoe Monthly, 
225 39th iltroet, 
How Tork Olty. 

Bear "r. Barling:- 

I have received your letter of 

October 14 in regard to writing up Mr. Edison’s war work. 

It is quite useless for you to 

attempt to approach him on this subject. He has never 

released a^ of it, although many applications have been 

made to him to that end. Ilr. Edison’s lips are sealed 

under a bond of confidence existing between him and some 

high government Officials. If any publication is ever 

made of tho particulars of Mr. Edison’s war woP4 it will 

probably be in the annals of the Ttavy Bepartment. 

Tours very truly. 

Asst, to Mr. Edison. 

Edlphoned 



Illustrated Daily News 

New York, October 22nd, 1919. 

Thomas A. Edison* Esq,. * - 
Bast Orange, 
llew Jersey. 

Dear llr. Edison: 

I have just been reading a very interesting hoolc entitled 
"Horthcliffe, Britain’s tan of Power" by William E. Carson, 
former American correspondent of the Horthcliffe Newspapers, 
f^ in it found an account of the day tr. Pulitzer, publisher 
of The World, turned over his paper to Lord Horthcliffe, who 
was then Alfred Harmsworth. 

Harmsworth brought The World out as a tabloid paper, and 
Hr. Carson in his book (page 301) states: "Lany publishers, 
it is true, commended the Harmsworth idea, and ihomas A. 
Edison, among other celebrities, hailed tabloid journalism 
as a great improvement — " 

I am interested to know whether lir. Carson's statement is 
correct, and if you still commend the idea. * ^^ularly 

as we are now trying the idea in this oountiy, 
as you will see from the enclosed copy of The Illustrated Daily 

Yours very truly. 

^t»vY \Aj(cu 
George Utassy, 
Business Ihnager. 

C\M^ 



J. r v |Mr. ghos .vj.- Edfai 
)' %, -L Meat Orange, 
& g-g Ilev; Jersey • fc p-t ITev; , 

Dec.r 
c,' 

* C JC ing the -pact few months I have h( 
p Olub of San li'ransiscq propaganda 

„ \ / , October 23rd, .1919.*» ‘ 

>' mu*« •fo^f ”’«(,*• *“Te 

IX. *»**• ■* “ ^ 

: JUt Cv-cusUl £A &c “to c lvV 

I will offer Mo axiology for trespassing upon your 
or I believe that the occasion justifies it. Dur- v 
w months I have been receiving from the World grade 

y C. and measures"system, this club advocating f change to the metric 
system. l^frrf<^Wp> u> ^w4ec, 

? > Apparently a vast amount of money has been used in 
—8 this propaganda. X am not a highly scientific man and confess m 

£ ignorance of the merits of either our present system or the metri 
* p However, my superficial knowledge leads me to the conclusion that ti 
, substitute the metric system for our present system wouldresult in 
• ' pecuniary losses running into millions, if not into the billions, 

« and it would necessitate changes in measurements in all machinery ai 

ft $ kin s1 our s:’stems «**•' 
H-T 5 Ileithu? can I see wherein the metfic system is much of 

C , an improvement over our own, or how in the ultimate the change would 
9-" ST result beneficially. Of course, it would mah'o universal .he ‘^trio 

1* 
* rr \ x am sending you one sheet which I received this morn- 

9 - ing. You v/ill noticA-eS^Jil^e-'aheet claims thc.t chambers _ of ooKimaroe, 
P trade organizations, Educational institutions, etc., are m iaioi oi 
Y . ji i ^jle oTiyn^e. It--Is a question in^r.y mill' wnether these associations 
^ Hie? have iiot dived int'^-tliisjmyiinr^blindly without going into all factors 
_ sXh involved. 

jj P f Another Question which presents itself is whether this 
P ‘P <5i vast amount of propaganda is not put but in 'the favor oi individuals 
f S q -who may have secured in the United States and foreign countries cer- 
-/=>2' tain patents on metric systems of measurements,weighing, etc., and 
(£\t £“should there he a national law adopting the metric system those indi- 

viduals would reap a magnificent benefit and have a monopoly. 

I I am quite sure. Hr. Edison, that you are interested in 
i h this matter and l'w5uld be delighted to hear your views on this pro- 

—-4-* position. I am neutral in the matter and only look for uh« best 
C v/elfare and benefits to humanity in general. 



Mr. Thos. A. Edison, 
• 7/0st Orange, 

Hew Jersey. Oxtoher 23rd, 1919. 

In another wrapper I am sending you a copy of 
the Commercial Y/est so you can judge of the_field it fills. In 
fact it is a publication of international circulauion in hanking 
and financial circles. 

Yours very respectfully, 

dug/pi? 

Enel. 

Managing Editor. 
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News Item—99% FAVOR METRIC STANDARDIZATION. 

SAN FRANCISCO, Oct..—Out of 58,226 petitions relating to exclusive use of metric 
weights and measures in U. S. America, now in the keeping of the ISureau of Standards, Department 
of Commerce. 57,8j)0 petitions or 99,27% favor this progress, and only 420, or less than 1% oppose it. 
I his unqualified endorsement of metric standards for U. S. America is brought out in the analysis 
just completed at Washington by representatives of World Trade Club of petitions sent to Presi¬ 
dent Wilson and America’s national legislators by prominent persons and powerful commercial, 
manufacturing, civic and fraternal organisations of U. S. America. Some of these petitions represent 
unanimous resolutions passed at conventions of organizations with thousands of members. 

The petitions have come as a result of the efforts of Wo 
the Metric Association of New York in explaining the great 
lion of weights and measures. The petitions were referred t< 
and without cost to the United States Government, World Ti 
and classified under the direct supervision of Mr. W. Mortin 
York City. 

arid Trade Club of San Francisco and 
advantages of world-wide standardiza- 
o the U. S. Department of Commerce, 
rade Club had them carefully counted 
liter Crocker of 156 5th Avenue. New 

New petitions are coming every day. The classification to date shows the following distribu¬ 
tion of petitions: Manufacturing concerns, engineering concerns, engineers, architects, contractors 
were 9,968 in favor and only 154 against mctcr-litcr-gram. Chambers of commerce, trade organiza-. 
tions, exporters, importers were 9,974 in favor and only 51 against mcter-liter-gram. Educational 
institutions, beneficent organizations, individuals in professions were 22,443 in favor and only 74 
against meter-litcr-gram. Similarly, in all other vocations, although petitioners were free to declare 
lor or against metcr-liter-gram, less than 1% objected; and over 99% favored metric standards ex- 



Ootober 31, ISIS. 

Mr. D. M. Carp, 
Managing Editor, 
Commercial West, 
Minneapolis, Minn. 

Dear Sir: 

, lteplying to your letter of Ootober 23, let me say 

that I am in favdr of adopting the Metric System. It is used in all 

scientific work and in all scientific books, and is now almost universal. ■ 

There is a great advantage in its use for foreign trade, etc. The loss 

to our workshops is highly exaggerated. It is natural that most people 

are averse to change, and that i3 the sole reason for the delay in its 

adoption. 

So far as I am concerned, it would be a great 

bother in as faotorios at first. It would disturb affairs for a while, 

but in a short time everybody would get used to it, and a groat advance 

would have been made. 

Tours very truly. 

J 
Edlphoned:24 



HAMILTON P. C. 

80th Division Veterans Association 

915 BESSEMER BUILDING 
PITTSBURGH, PA. 

(D&z. 34//^ 
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Menjp Park, N.'J.. ^^ ISK 
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Mr. Robert p. Kevin, Jr., 
915 Bessemer Buliaing, 
Pittsburg, Pa. 

Boar Sir;- 

Kr. Kdison wishes us to express his 
appreciation to you of your letter of October 31, and also 
of the offer to.him of the letter written by him to the 
Kdltor of the Pittsburg Leader of July 10, 187B. As Mr. 
Kdison cannot make any particular use of this last named 
letter, he wishes us. to return it to you in aooordanoe 
with your suggestion. 

TTo is so very busy at the present time 
on important experiments that it would be impossible for 
him to attempt any personal narration of his experiences 
in the years that have passed since 1878. You will find 
them in a book that is published by Harper and Brothers, 
Hew York City, and which has been authorized by Mr. Kdison. 
The title of this book is "Kdison: His Life and Inventions' 

Yours very truly, 

KdiBon Laboratory. 





November 12,1919 

Mr. V". H. Onken, Jr., 
Electrical World, 
lOth Ave. at 36th Streot, 
New York, N.Y. 

Dear Sir: 

Mr. Edison reoeived your letter of Hoyemoer 
6th and ijroatly ro^rots to learn the sad news of the 
death of Mr. W. h. Weaver. 

While Mr. Edison was aoquainted with Mr. 
Weaver and had a tenoral knowledge of his cjreut work 
as Editor of tho Electrical World, he says he could 
not be very well classed amone Mr. Weaver's personal 
or intimate friends and that he uunnot feel competent 
to write such a lettor as you mention. 

Therefore, ho would like to be excused. 

Yours very truly. 

Assistant to Mr. Edison. 

A/8202 



EXPERIMENTER 
PUBLISHING CO. 
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THOMAS A. EDISON SPEAKS TO YOU 

Mr. Edison having kindly consented to speak to the readers 

aX—:tho -readers of the ELECTRICAL EXPERIMENTER, an interview with 

the illustrious inventor had been arranged for during the latter 

part of October of tills year* 

This interview by the way has some history attached to it* 

During the early part of 1917 a similar appointment had been made 

' to interview Mr. Edison on the same subject. But just then the 

great war broke out and Mr. Edison, who as is well known was immediate¬ 

ly appointed the head of the Naval Consulting Board, broke off all 

engagements, devoting himself day and night to the welfare of his 

country. For this reason the interview only took place a few weeks 

ago. 

I arrived at West Orange on a crisp October morning and was 

soon in the little gate house which protects Mr. Edison from a 

curious public. Plain and modest as it is, the little red house 

has passed thru its gates hundreds and thousands of the world's 

most famous man and dignataries. .Few 3uch modest little houses, 

if any, have held under their roofs such an array of famous people 

who have come to pay homage to one of the greatest inventors the 

world has every known. * 

In this little gate house is located the famous time clock 

on which Mr. Edison rings in his time and rings out every day of 

the year, many holidays included. An inspection of his week's 

time card revealed that Mr, Edison had invariably been at the lab¬ 

oratory before 8 O'clock in the morning, and had worked as many aB 

eightenn hours for three days at a stretch. Only once did he have 

a twelve hour day. Right then and there I wondered how Mr. Edison 

felt about the now so popular eight or six hour day, and I meant 

to ask him about it, but we got so engrossed in other more im¬ 

portant questlons which are moving the world, that altho we touched 

upon this subject, the eight-hour day question was never broached 

by me. ' 

After passing thru the gate house, I made my way to Mr. 

Edison's library where I was welcomed by Mr. 'll, H. Headowcrof t, 

his trusted and capable friend and secretary. While waiting for 

Mr. Edison who was ju3t then engaged with Borne chemical experiments. 

Mi’. Meadoweroft pointed out all the interesting objects of Mr. 

Edison's library. This library is a huge affair and besides con- 
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talning electrical, chemical and physical reference works print¬ 

ed in almost any Imaginable language with English, P*ench and 

German predominating, many other curiosities are to be found 

here. There are dozens of autographed photographs of famous 

men hanging about the walls as are famous historic photographs 

portraying this or that view of an important phase of Mr. Edison's 

great discoveries, such as the electrical traction, the electric 

light, the phonograph, the moving picture and many others. A 

huge white marble statue immediately catches the eye. Mr. 

Edison brought this from Paris at the time of the World's 

Exhibition in 1389, it having caught his.-fancy. The marble 

figure represents a boy seated upon a broken gas lantern, hold¬ 

ing aloft triumphantly an electric light. Another object of re¬ 

cent dating is a solid cubic foot of copper weighing several > 

, hundred pounds mounted upon a mahogany pedestal. This solid 

piece of copper made by Tiffany a*d suitably engraved, was pre¬ 

sented to Mr. Edison by the copper interests of this country as 

a tribute to’the great•inventor. This symbolic gift can be 

better understood when it is realized that fully fifty percent 

of the world's copper output is.used in electrical work today, 

and most of this copper is used for lighting purposes, which 

art was founded by Mr. Edison. 

In. tliis'library X also inspected the famous "bed" upon 

which Mr. Edison catches a- liUle sleep when he is engaged in 

day and night work at the laboratory. This cot is a very 

prosaic affair and is located in the corner of the library 

amidst books and other curios. It is a bed in name only, for 

it is comprised of nothing more than a mattress,pillow and a 

blanket. 

On one -of the walls; we also find a complete hi?Wry ^ 

of Mr. Edison's Alkaline Storage Battery exhibited^ a lar^ 

wall board.- This is graphically, shown by displaying every 

part, chemicals included, that go into the making of this 

famous non-lead battery. The thing that most interested me, 

in Mr. Edison's library, however, were his notes, and right 

here.we find one of the.pregnant reasons for Mr. Edison's 

great success. - ' ‘ , 
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As i3 well known few Inventors have made their inventions 

pay. They are usually "inventors" and that, is all. Hr. 

Edison on the other hand, aside from being an Inventor is also 

an excellent business man. Mr. Edison is systematic and knows 

the value of notes. He wen many a patent suit on account of 

his notes written dozens of years’ago. Early in his career it. 

was brought home to him that when you have an idea, a record 

should be made at once1. This was so engrained into his system 

that it is almost an impossibility for him to make even the 

most trivial experiment without making a•careful record of it. 

Mr. Edison writes his notes in pencil, and at the end of the 

day the notes are carefully put away. Each month these notes 

are bound into a book where they are kept for further reference. 

The office staff card-indexes his experiments and cross-indexes 

thorn, so at any time Mr. Edison can readily find any one ex¬ 

periment he made during the month, or for that matter any 

experiment that he made twenty-five years ago, if necessary. 

-Bio notes are invariably made on yellow paper on ordinary scratch 

pads, the pages measuring about four by 3ix inenes. Being 

systematic, Mr!Edison always uses the same size pad year after 

year, and it is therefore refreshing to see the same 3ized 

sheets, and the same kind of paper made into bound volumes. 

'.Vhile I was still inspecting some of these note books, many 

of which contained priceless data, Mr. Meadowcroft was inform¬ 

ed by telephone that Mr. Edison was ready to receive mo,. 

ye walked across an open space separating the library 

from the chemical laboratory, and Mr. Meadowcroft expained that 

the bulling in which Mr. Mison was working that day was known 

as the Chemicql Laboratory. Mr. Edison, however, does not 

work in the same laboratory all of the time, but for the . - 

past few years, he has worked more in the chemical laboratory 

than in any of the others, which are'located in different 

buildings about the great Edison works. 

Together we entered the laboratory, the first impression 

being mostly green fumes. A half dozen of Mr. Edison's 

assistants were to be seen busily engaged in perfontiing various 

chemical experiments under the direction of their chief. Mr. 

Edison himself was nowhere to be seen. Advancing to the rear 
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of the laboratory, X finally discovered Mr. Edison Hitting at 

a little table busily engaged in writing notes upon a yellow 

pad, using a. small pencil.Tsffhe right of Mr. Edison on the 

table was a big chemical dish containing some green solution, 

presumably copper nitrate. The table, which was rather 3mall, 

measured perhaps four feet in length by throe feet in width. 

Mr. Edison was seated on' a simple wooden chair. Altho the in¬ 

ventor is 73 years old at the present time, X was surprised at 

his vlgorousnoss and apparent strength. The first impression at 

close quarters is a kindly face of ruddy complexion, from which 

peer two light blue-gray eyes of unusual Intelligence. There 

is ah enormous,broad forehead over which falls some silver white 

hair, giving the characteristic Edison curl. The jaw as well as 

the oars are well formed, both denoting character and a strong 

will. Like all great man, Edison has a big and massive nose which 

denotes the thinker and philosopher. The lips are rather thin, 

around which a smile is constantly hovering. 

Mr. Edison rose and we shook hands. I was startled 

somewhat, for X expected a large, hard hand. On the contrary 

it was as small and soft as a woman's hand, and white except for 

green stains upon it caused by chemicals. There is perhaps no 

more famous right hand in the world than Edison's., If the world 

ware called upon to make an Inventory of what Mr. Edison'^ 

hands have actually wrought in enriching this planet,..there would 

not be gold enough to pay him. This is not a mere figure of 

; speech or written in order to make this review grandiloquent. 

It is the unvarnished truth, as anyone with a clear mind and a 

pencil can easily figure out to his satisfaction. There certain- 

has never been one man since the dawn of history who has con¬ 

tributed so much to the world' 

mw^4a_bha-^orldT3 pregronn t 

the. mind is supreme, Mr. Edleoi 

his success, and that is why 1 place so much stress upon this phase. 

Mr. Edison spoke and welcomed me - a curiously high- 

pi tchod voice, unusual for one who has never hoard it, but 

characteristic of .the famous man. 

progress ac has centrieuiou ro 

has Mr. Edison. While o^course 

i hands are the tools that achieved 
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lilr. Edison in lata years has become hard of hearing, and 

it Is necessary to speak quite loud in order that he can'under¬ 

stand ferdiu.. Thore being no second chair around, and Mr. Edison 

having seated himself again,.I leaned against the laboratory table, 

being careful not to" sit in the chemical dish, and taking other 

precautions not to disturb anything. After a few pleasant re¬ 

marks on both sides, X immediately launched into the object of 

my visit, namely to put up to Mr. Edison certain questions which 

had been in my mind, and which. I knew would be of great interest 

to our rising genera'tion and the world at large. I said to 

Mr. Edison; 

^ "Do you believe that the young man who embarks on his 

' electrical studies today, has the same chances and opportunities 

which you had at the beginning-of your career?" 

Mr. Edison was very emphatic whan he replied;" He has 

far greater opportunities than I had - infinitely more. There 

is absolutely no comparison to be made, for the world has grown 

large?, and therefore the opportuntles have multiplied." 

This prompted my second question, "in what branch of 

electricity in your opinion, can the young man of today accomplish 

most - where is lib most desired?" 

Mr. Edison looked squarely at me and said,"There are 

thousands of men wanted in every branch of electrical engineering 

and hundreds of new branches based on now discoveries are being 

created continuously. *he field-la being erilargsd every day 

and keeps growing. It .would be difficult to pick out any one 

branch since all are still in their infancy, and all have 

wonderful futures." 

My next question was: "VJhat training should the young 

man undergo? Should!he acquire practical experience first'in 

the shot or laboratory? Or should he take a correspondence 

course or go to college? Or all two 6r three?" 

After a-few seconds reflection, Mr. Edison replied: 

"I think one of the correspondence schools at Scranton, Pa. is 

the more available for most young men. After passing an ex¬ 

amination, I think he should specialize in one'branch and study 

it real hard. Then he should get busy and get a position. Any 
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boy can be a success, providing lie is willing to pay the price, 

which is continuous hard work. The trouble with a large number 

of young men today who are given positions is that they refuse 

to pay the price, and thus becon a drag on the industry. Our 

young men today do not wish to work as much and as hard ad they . 

did whan I was a-boy. They want shorter hour3 and more pay 

and too many amusements the same as all workmen doj but I think 

this condition will be rectified when people come to their 

senses. • It certainly cannot last." ' 

"Mr. Edison, what constructive advice can you1give to 

our young and rising'inventors? Is it worth while to patent 

every idea, or only certain ideas? How can the young inventor 

differentiate between good ones and bau?" 

After a few seconds of meditation Mr. Edison answered: 

"x suggest that if the young inventor has an idea he had batter 

reduce it to actual practise and be sure that it works before 

applying for a patent. Ide&3 are aasy, but working them into 

commercial shape is generally a long, tedious and expensive job. 

After successful operation and the results warrant it, a search 

of the United States Patent Office should be made to learn if it 

has not been previously invented or patented by others. Hero is 

where the young inventor will have his greatest disappointment. 

He will find many a time, and as a matter of fact in a majority 

of case, that the idea has been patented already in one form or 

another. But disappointments show the salt of the inventor. 

Only by such disappointments can he triumph finally." 

This brought about my next question."You have patented 

over one thousand inventions, Mr. Edison. How many of these 

have been actually worked?" - ' 

Mr. Edison thought for a while ~ "Of the fourteen 

•hundred patents which I have obtained, about four hundred, were 

actually worked; This figure may be taken as proportionate, for 

inventors. It is seldom that an inventor makes a s-uocess of 

his first invention. Usually ho finds that altho he obtains a 

patent, for some reason or other the idea did not prove to be 

successful commerically, or could not be exploited otherwise. I 

have made it a rule in my later years, not to patont anything for • 

which I knew there was no actual demand. Merely collecting patents 

is a waste of time, money and energy." 
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This answer of Mr. Edison’s was of more than passing 

interest to me, and at the spur of the moment, I sang out ' 

"Which is your pet invention?" 

Mr. Edison smiled bDoadly, and it seemed to give him 

much pleasure when ho said!" My pet invention I think is the 

phonograph first - and moving -pictures second. Somehow or other 

these two inventions have' taken hold of me more than my other 

ones, as I have probably spent more time upon them than upon 

any of the others. ' 

This naturally brought me to the next question which was, 

"Are your inventions perfected first in your mind, or perfected 

in your models? Or by actual experiments?" 

1 without hesitation Mr. Edison continued:"l always 

start out with'a definite idea of accomplishing a certain result. 

X collect all the data possible, both scientific, commerCfAf- 

and otherwise. I then proceed to sketch out evevery possible 

and probable way of attaining results and carry it to success 

by experimenting. In other words, first plan - then act. I 

usually find that the first model is not at all what I had in 

mind when I conceived the idea first. Any inventor'knows this 

of course. I have found' it necessary for this reason to build 

many models, and only in the exceptional case is the first model 

a Buccess." 

Knowing that Mr. Edison was perhaps one of the greatest 

authorities on what the world needs most today, I asked him,"What 

' Inventions does the world need most today?" 

Becoming reflective, Mr. Edison thought for a few 

seconds and answered!" •Automatic machinery, and systems for the 

quantity production of one -family houses, so cheaply that every 

man can possess “his own home. These two are the world's 'greatest, 

and most pressing problems today. Take a city like,New York for 

instance. Conditions here are indescribable. There are too 

many people in New York at present, and but little new building 

can be done there. I am in great favor of a law being passed 

that no additional factories should be built in the city of 

New York after 1925. This would mean that the housing as well 

as transportation facilities would not be continually over¬ 

taxed as they are now. In other words, the city should be forced 

to spread out either -towards Long Island or to the North." _ 
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At this' juncture, I mentioned to Mr. Edison a plan that 

was advanced some years ago, whereby it was advocated to build 

the,sp-oalled, road house, l.e. a city running thru too country 

by having a single line of housos built one next to the other with 

a subway underneath* 'This would give.us a city as well as country 

at the same time. There would be a side-walk and roads on each 

side 'ofnthe house running continuously without interruption 

paralleling the houses. 

"I do not think this idea'is very practical," vouchsafed 

Mr.] Edison. ".I think it would be too expensive and would make 

the, traveling distances uncomfortable." 

While discussing the printer's strike which just then had 

started in New York, paralysing the entire printing industry, 

I put the questions' "What known substitute is there for white 

print paper when our raw materials give out during the next twenty- 

five years?" 

Mr. Edison's answer was surprizing.- "Print paper will 

never give out as long as wood grows in the Amazon and Congo river 

basins. It is simply a matter of transportation, and that I 

believe will soon be solved, as soon as the world is upon a peace 

basis once more." * 

I have always had a pet idea in the subject of cold light, 

so I ventured my next question. "Over 99' percent o£ the energy 

is lost today in useless heat in our incandescent lamps. .How 

near,are we to 'cold light', and do you think it will be invented 

'at.all?" 

"I think wo are slowly advancing in increasing thb efficiency 

of light production," replied the inventor. "Any moment a dis# 

covery is liable to be made that will advance the efficiehcy of 

our present lighting methods enormously. The time is' surely com¬ 

ing when 'cold light' will be a matter of fact. What shape.this 

invention will take, it is impossible to predict .today." 

"On’which of our dormant and unworked sources of energy 

should our coming generation work must intensely, Mr. Edison?" 

' I asked, "in your mind, is the exploitation of the following 

sources of energy chimerical or are they within the realm of 

possibility from the standpoint of modern electrical engineering; 
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Power derived from the Earth's Internal Heat 
Power derived from the Earth's Atmosphere 
Power derived from the Tides 
Power derived .from the Sun's Heat" 

"Volcanic power to the' extent of 5,000 H.P. is utilised 

already in Italy, and 20,000 H.P. more is being arranged for," 

explained Mr. Edison. "Italy probably has more in her volcanic 

regions to work all her machinery and heat every house, carry . 

on ev.ery metallurgical process and in fact make coal unnecessary 

In that country. My impression is that in Nevada and the Yellow¬ 

stone region there is available volcanic energy greater than that 

given by all the coal mined in the United States. As to solar 

energy' we are.getting there step by step. It is a long and 

weary road we have to travol, but we are making it slowly. I 

am an urgent advocate*- of water power. 7<e are using already too 

much coal without adequate returns. viator power in the United 

States is not at all developed as it should bo, and I see a great 

future in its propor development. I have advocated many times 

that the coal should be burnt at the mine instead of shipt by 

cars over long hauls. Electric Power can bo sent much cheaper 

thru electric wires than over the railroads; In other words, 

first hauling the coal whirAis then burnt at the destination." 

This prompted my next quostion:" What are your ideas,Mr. 

Edison, as to atomic energy?" 

Mr. Edison smiled broadly and with a twinkle in his eye, 

said:"You know. Mr. Gernsback, I am an inventor, and as such I 

do not concern myself overmuch with philosophical research, and. 

altho I have my own ideas on atomic energy I am not at present 

making them public." 

My next question was, "What. shall America, do to prevent 

Germany from flooding the World with its cheap goods, and winning ^ 

the war commercially twenty years hence?" 

Here too, Mr. Edison's reply was surprising as well as 

illuminating:"Germany never has and never will flood the United 

States with cheap goods or undersell us, if we make up pur minds 

to beat her at that game. Out of thousands, of articles, she is 

only efficient In two, to wit: chemical dyes and toys. This 

is due to our. indifference to going Into these lines of manufacture. 

I am happy to_note, however, that American manufacturers are be- ' - 

ginning to see the light, and are protecting themselves adequately."' 
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Wa then discust varioua other subjects, and it soon became 

apparent that Mr. Edison thought that every prophet is honored 

save in hi3 own country. Mr. Edison waa of the opinion that be¬ 

fore tho war, and particularly during the war, American inventors 

had not received’ their due credit, most of the fame having gone 

across tho water. Mr. Edison felt particularly strone about a 

recent patent decision, where the honors of the vacuum tube 

used for radio purposos went to an English inventor. It is an 

incontrovertible fact that the' "Edison effect" was known years' 

before the Fleming valve was discovered, having been publisht in 

American and foreign scientific papers. Mr. Edison was certainly 

right In his contention that the honors for the invention of the 

vacuum tube should go to America, and there seems to be no doubt 

as to this. 

My final question to Mr. Edison waa "what is your hobby, 

and ho?/ do you relax from your work?" 

".Tuat now my hobby ia'experimenting.' I like experimenting 

better than anything that I know of. As for my relaxation, I 

like to camp out In the mountains, which I do every summer. This 

makes me fit ,for another winter's hal’d work." 

Mr. Meadowcroft by this time was beginning to look at his 

■ watch, which I took for a gentle hint, and shaking hands with 

Mr. Edison, I took my leave. 

While shaking hands,.I was again imprest with Mr. Edison's 

hand, and I subsequently made a special request of Mr. Meadowcroft 

to let me have a photograph of the great inventor's hands for 

publication. ’ I was much astonished to learn that no photograph 

of Mr. Edison's hands/existed, none having ever beer, taken, the • 

inventor feeling rather sensitive about this. I had seen many 

sketches, of Mr. Edison's hands, but I only then remembered never >■> 

having seen an actual photograph. It took several week* to'secure 

permission from Mr. Edison but finally the ph^raph of his hands 

was taken, and it is hore presented to the readers of the 

ELECTRICAL EXPERIMENTER for the first time. 

I also made another discovej^ namely, that there.was no 

oil painting in existence bf Mr. Edison. True, several of these 

.had been made by certain artists after Mr. Edison had patiently 

aat for them, hut he was more or less displeased with the result ; 
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and on one occasion did not hesitate to put his foot thru 

one.of them. After securing Mr. Edison's permission, I 

charged Mr. Howard V. Brown with the delicate mission of 

making an oil painting of the famous man. It is reproduced 

on the front oover of this magazine in full colors. It is 

the only oil painting in existence of Mr. Edison today, and 

the inventor who inspected it was very much pleased with it, 

declaring it a perfect likeness. 

As I past out of the laboratory, I caught a last 

glimpse of Mr. Edison. He had risen from his chair, making 

his way to a little room containing delicate scales and 

apparata. The tall whitehaired figure, someiihat stooped 

under its 73 years’ load, clad in a duster, bespotted with 

chemicals, slowly faded out of view into the adjoining room. 



Who is your preference for the next Presidential Nomination? 
Why would he stqiid the best chance of being elected? And, 
what will (or should) be the loading issues of the campaign? 

Frankly, let me say, I am making similar inquiries of other 
nrominent men, in various localities and of various activi¬ 
ties, and it is my intention to publish their replies in a 
mimhsr of naners. serially or as a symposium. 

I assure you this is not, in the least, in the interest of 
any candidate, or probable candidate, but simply and solely 
a matter of timely"newspaper information. 

A reply from you - as you will readily realise - would be 
especially valued and appreciated, and for which I heartily 
thank you in advance. 

Yours very truly, 

f (G/ P. Talbott) 
Pc/st Office Box 373, 
Augusta, 
Georgia. 





December 9^1919. 

Mr. Verne H. Porter, 
o/o Cosmopolitan, 
119 Wast 40th Stroat, 
Hew York, B.Y. 

Dear Ur. Porter: 

I have received your letter of December 
6th, and have consulted with Mr. Edison in regard thereto. 

Ho wishes me to say that he is too busy at 
preoent for any interviews, and further that he ha3 no 
faith in spiritism. If you have been informed to the 
contrary,in regard to the latter, your information has 
been absolutely wrong. 

Yours very truly. 

Assistant to Mr. Edisi 



Deoembar 10,1919. 

Mr. G. P. Talbott, 
The Auguata Herald, 
P.O.Box 373. 
Augusta, Ga. 

Dear Sir:- 

In reply to your letter of December 4th, 

let me eay that my ohoioe ia Herbert Hoover. 

Tours very truly. 

A/8379 



Edison General File Series 
1919. Autograph and Photograph Requests (E-19-04) 

This folder contains requests for Edison's autograph or photograph and 
related correspondence. Included are letters from collectors, publishers, news 
bureaus, photography studios, and educators as well as from children and 
from Edison friends, employees, and business associates. Some of the letters 
request permission to use the photographs in publications. The 
correspondents for 1919 include Edison employees Gilbert H. Baldwin, 

George E. Hart, Edward E. Pennewill, and Evelyn F. Scott; former employee 

Paul Sutcliffe; Hetty G. Grouse of Birmingham, England; cabinet maker John 
Herzog; and health products manufacturer and future Progressive Party 

leader William T. Rawleigh. 

Approximately 5 percent of the documents have been selected. The 

unselected material consists primarily of routine requests and responses by 
Edison's personal assistant, William H. Meadowcroft. Afew items bear a brief 

notation by Edison indicating that the request be granted or refused. 







April 29,1919. 

Mr. John Herzog, 
General Manager, 
Herzog Art S'uni'ture Co., 
Saginaw, B.S., 
Michigan. 

Dear Mr. Herzog: 

5four latter of April 24th ivos 

received and handed to Mr... Hdiaon, and it has 

given him much ploaauro to autograph one of his 

■__photo»ra oho for you, for yQur home. Ho v/iehas 

me to send this to you with his compliments. 

fours very truly 
and fours'for the Victory Loan, 

Assistant to Mr. iidiaon. 

A/7052; 





SS-Sa. 

MEDICINES, SPICES, EXTRACTS, FLAVORS, SOAPS, 
TOILET ARTICLES,POLISHES.STOCK AND POULTRY 

PREPARATIONS, INSECTICIDES, STOCK DIP, 
DISINFECTANTS, ETC. 

EREEPORTj Mit... June 28, 1919. 

Mr. Thomas A. Edison, 
Orange, New Jersey. 

My Dear Sir: - 

Enclosed please find: 

(1) Copy of our old "Rawleigh Retailing" Booklet; 

3 pages of some copy that 
part of the copy for a n< 
subject, which we expect 

we have prepared 
3w booklet on the 
to publish now 

Please notice that on the last page of this copy some refer- 

s.£C* v.:«^ 
The finished book will be mailed mostly to rural readers, 

^j^srsastsi ksa-k jets 
picture willUbenfuchUapSeoiat^dCbySo^ Comp<ny*and hoping to hear 
from you at your convenience, we are 

p S I am well acquainted with Dr. Henry Ritter of. Battle Creek, 
Michigan, who recently called at your office. / • k. i 1 

D HEALTH IS BETTER 



TOILET ARTICLES,POLISHES.STOCK AND POULTRY 
PREPARATIONS, INSECTICIDES, STOCK DIP. 

DISINFECTANTS, ETC. 

July 12, 1919. | 

i 
Mr. Thomas A. Edison, 
Orange, Hew Jersey. 

.Attention: Wm. H, Meadoworoft. 
Dear Sir:- 

Mr. Edison will please accept our thanks 
for privilege of publication of the article sent 
you. 

We had overlooked requesting his favorite 
photo. We are glad to learn that you will send same 
to us’so that we can have a small cut made. Any 
instructions you may send with the photo will be ob¬ 
served. 

Again thanking you for your kindness in 
this matter and with best wishes for Mr. Edison's 
continued health, progress and development from one 
who has worked more than eight hours a day for over 
a quarter of a century, I am 

Your3 very truly, 

MMH 
W T JtVWJ,ElGH CUMf-AiNi 

. “good health is better THAN GREAT RICHES” 



J. P. KEMP, M.I.E.E. 
Mechanical* Electrical Engineer. ' 

62, Broad Street, 

Birmingham, ienglandi 
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Orange,N.J..U.S.A. Oot. 21, 1919. 

Hr. Meadoworoft, Secretary 
Orange, N. J. 

In aooordanoe with our recent convocation I 
desire to satait a request for a photograph of Hr. 'fhomas A. 
l have a deep aid sincere regard for Hr. Edison having been closely 
associated with hhn in my work and his picture will he greatly 
appreciated. 

Trusting you will kindly comply with my wishes 
in this matter, X remain 

Yours respeotfully , 

To 
Geo. E. HART 



TiTSC record division. 

llovemter 7, 1919 

My dear Mr. Meadowcroft:- 

I should like very muoh if, through 
your good offices, you oculd secure for me a 
photograph of Mr. Edison with his autograph 
on it, that X may appropriately frame and take 

Also, if you can secure one or two 
pictures of Ur. Edison that I may hang in our 
offices. There is no doubt in my mind that 
such pictures oertainly offer inspiration to 
the working forces. 

KEPjFB 

Yours very rospoctfully, 

/hciiitlfci' f /£-'•-> > I 

£ , £ , p E (V N £ W 1 L L 



November 24, 1919. 

Dear Mr. Ueadowcroft: 

1 have been in tho Transcribing Department of the 

Edison Industries ten (10) years this month and feel rather proud 

of w record. Now there is just one thing I should love to have 

If you could secure it for me and that is an autographed picture of 

Mr. Edison. 

1 certainly would approclate this favor. 

Respect fully, ^ . { 

le for him. 

confidential. 

/hi ss Evelyn f . scott 



537 Turk Street 
San Francisco Cal. 

November '9'9 

Ur. Y/.H.i-ieado'.vcroft 
Edison Laboratory 
Orange, H. J. 

Dear Ur. Ueadowcroft, 
■Die more than five years spent 

in the service 0f,th^/^membered^Thi pieasant ‘ 
are years always to be r~. eg®arase Battery Company 
memory is not confined acauaintance with many 
but includes an Thomas A Edison Interests, 

..« »*«■>•• y 

tlili osBOolatlon iidiBon. X »°uia U» to j 

^ “ rSoS»;r*”l 
SESSS.'S $&“ =Ax >!->■» »•»A 

Y,Tith best personal regards for/ i 

fouTor^r fin^L^HbL^nstaSlI; “ “ * /) 

date fhe photograph. 

y 1 

1 ^ ,/ 1 
* 0* Vf> 

rt* .11. ^ 
PAUL SUTCL 



December 10,1919* 

j;r. Maurice B. Fox, 
o/o Thomas A. Edison, 
164 Viardour Street, 
London, 'ill, 
England. 

Limited, 

Dear Mr. Fox: 

A few weeks ago, IItoo Hetty G. Grouse, 
who states that Mr. J. P. ieop. Kaison Storage Battery 
Distributor. 62, Broad Strait, birsir.gham, engaged her 
as his Secretary over four years ago, wrote unu stated 
that she would like to have an autographed photograph 
of nr. adison. I showed this letter to him and he 
said ho was willing that she should have the photograph 
if you said it was all right. 

I am therefore, aonding an autographed photo¬ 
graph under separate cover direct to >^'*1 and1 hlndiy3 
till right for Miss Grouse to have it, ..ill you kindly 
forward it to hor with Mr. Edison’s compliments. 

tilth kind regards, I remain, 

*our3 very truly, 

Assistant to Ur. Kdison. 

A/8:'86. 



Edison General File Series 
1919. Automobile (E-19-05) 

This folder contains correspondence about Edison's personal vehicles 

and about automobiles in general. The two selected items for 1919 relate to 
Edison's unwillingness to purchase a new Cadillac when his old one was 
running well and to the servicing of his Ford starter battery by the local 

dealership. 

Approximately 15 percent of the documents have been selected. The 

unselected items pertain to vehicles owned by Edison companies and to 

garages, supplies, expenses, and insurance. 





NEW JERSEY AUTO CO. 

E UNIVERSAL CAR 

l- 

V‘-1 
'V\ 

Thomas A. Edison, Inc. 
West Orange,/ 
Hew Jersey / 

Gentlemen: 

In line with our well known policy of 

looking after ^nt®gehave°ir^.ngedSwith "The 

1F£E” ?WeS*ecommend^hat^y ou S’aKage 
of this privilege at once. 

you to bring it here ror ^-at!aents and hy hav- 
he in need of some may 8ave a re¬ 
ins it attended to irately you# ^ nine-„ 

If th- — 
Very truly yours, 
HEW JEHSEY AUTO CO. 

EHC:EW 

4 
- V*14' 

jj*' , > i,n 
f: ^ a^cd 

I I cl 

°y 

^2L 



Edison General File Series 

1919. Aviation (E-19-06) 

This folder contains documents relating to the development of new 
technology in the fields of aviation and aeronautics. Also included are letters 
from the general public requesting Edison's opinion or advice on matters 
pertaining to aviation. Most of the selected items for 1919 deal with Edison's 
financial and personal support for the pioneering efforts of Peter Cooper 
Hewitt and Francis B. Crocker to develop a functioning helicopter. Also 
included is a letter from Edison associate Miller Reese Hutchison, describing 
his experience as a long-distance passenger on a large airplane. 

Approximately 20 percent of the documents have been selected. The 

unselected items consist primarily of unsolicited ideas, inventions, and 
business propositions submitted to Edison by the general public, none of 

which received more than a form-letter reply. 



r- RounJ Ho 

& 

Hotel Windsor 
FACING BEAUTIFUL HEMMING PARK 

UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT 

- (CAVANAUGH. 94 JACKSONVILLE, FLA. 

January 3D), 19X9. 

MT. Wm. H. Meadoworoft, 
laboratory of Thos. A. Edison, 
Orange, Hew Jersey. 

My dear Meadoworoft:- 

Just before leaving Hew York, I received 
your very kind letter of January 24th, but I wsa not at all 
well and therefore not able to answer at that time. 

It is very gratifying to have Mr. Edison 
take an additional $1,000 of the stook because It means so much 
more in his oase than it does with the ordinary subscriber. 

Both.Dr. Hewitt, and I are greatltf_enoour- 
aged by Mr. Edison's sympathy and interest in our work. We con¬ 
sider his attitude almost a guarantee of suooess and it has 
helped us more than any other factor in keeping on in the devel¬ 
opment of the Helicopter Company. Fortunately our i'teBts, some 
of which were witnessed by Mr. Edison, have-proved remarkably 
successful, so that Mr. Edison's judgment & already shown to 
be well founded, as usual. 

I remember most distinctly our frequent 
meetings years ago and much regret that I have not had the 
pleasure of seeing him lately. For a number of years my health 
has been poor and I have nob-been shout as I used to go, but I 
hope that in the near futureil shell see you and renew our old 
friendship in a personal way. 

) 
Yours very truly. 



■February 1,1919. 

The Helicopter Company, 
160 Broadway, 

flow York, ^N.?. 

Gentlemen: 

Tn accordance with your letter of January 

29+T, I take pleasure in handing you herewith Hr. Ed < son's 

check for v1,000, 

Yours very truly. 

Assistant to Mr. Edison." 



A 



February 3,1919. 

Dr- Francis 3. Croaker, 
Hotsl Windsor, 

Jsol.sonvl.lle, Fla. 

My Soar J)r. Croaker: 

net me thank yon for your kindness 
in.takin? the trouble to 3end me r lino from Florida. 
Tt is with a srreot deal of ros?rot that I loarn of your 
poor health, and I sincerely hope that you may be arreatly 
benefited by your so.iourn in' Florida. On your return 
I shall hope to have .the pleasure of meotinsr you a*etn 
and of retinvinr our old friendship. 

T re.lol :e with yon that Mr. Ed 3 son is .so muoh ■ 
interested in your work with the Helicopter. T do not 
remember when he has been so much interested' in anythin? 
during the post five or" six years from the way that, you 
and Dr. Hewitt and Mr. Edison speak, and T feel no doubt 
■of its ultimate success. 

With kindest regards, T remain. 

Sincerely yours, . . 

Assistant to Mr. Edison. 

A/6448 1 



STATEMENT TO THE STOCKHOLDERS 

/ OF THE 

HELICOPTER COMPANY, INC. 

r first experiments for 

When the Helicopter Company, Inc., was formed a printed statement signed by Dr. Peter 
Cooper Hewitt and the writer was sent to everyone who was asked to purchase capital stock. 
The Company was formed at the most acute period of the war and its primary object was to 
help win the war, but it was not so limited, as shown by the following quotation from that 

original statement: 
“It is hoped that the first helicopter constructed will give results and data sufficient to 

establish for the art a definite foundation upon which a great practical success may 
be developed, not only for military and naval, but also for industrial purposes.” 

Within a few months after that Helicopter No. 1 was most successfully built and tested, 
fully realizing what the statement had “hoped.” The actual lifting force exerted by its propellers 
was more than 2,500 pounds, which is considerably greater than the total weight of the machine, 
engine, aviator, fuel and other necessary load. This lift was measured by accurate scales that 
were tested by known weights. The machine was not actually allowed *» 
held down by additional weight. Unquestionably this was wise in 

1. The lift obtained with different speeds, blade angles, etc., of the propellers were 
determined far more accurately and conveniently with the machine stationary than if it were 
flying, it being very important to obtain reliable data regarding such engineering facts. 

2 Any accident that even slightly injured the aviator or machine would produce a 
prejudice very hard to overcome. Such an accident in Professor Langley’s histoncal experi¬ 
ment held aeroplane development back several years, although his machine afterward flew 
successfully. An accident to the only helicopter in the world before its characteristics had 
been determined and without due precautions would be inexcusable. 

3. Obviously Helicopter No. 1 must rise if allowed to do so, because its total weight and 

load are considerably less than the lift of its propellers. 
4. The helicopter is inherently stable because the support is all above and the weight nearly 

all below, like a balloon or parachute. 
5. ’ The aeroplane is inherently unstable and must therefore be provided with stabilizing 

devices. Hence the skill required to fly a helicopter and the danger involved are really less than 

for an aeroplane. • 







7\ CB . 

FRANCIS B. CROCK El 

507 Madison Avenue, 

oeptomber 5', 1919, 

Mr. Thomas A. Edison 
Orange, H, J* 

Dear Mr. Edison: 

I am sincerely obliged to you for your very 

kind offer to help me with Secretary Daniels in getting his 

interest in* developing the Helicopter. 

The Helicopter would have particular advantages 

for naval service because it could start from and come back to 

the deck of a ship without requiring any particular arrangement 

for handling it. 

Tour influence would, of course, have great 

weight with Secretary Daniels, and I shall be glad to accept 

you offer to help in the matter. Would it be convenient if 

I sent you some matter describing our Helicopter, its advantages 

eto., etc., and have you forward it to Mr. Daniels, in which 

case he would give it far more favorable consideration than if 

I sent it direct. I appreciate very much yourinterest in the 

matter and willingness to give it some of your very much occupied 

time. 

Very sincerely yours'; ^ . 

jfS, 



Sept. 6,1919. 

Mr. Francis B. Crooker, • 
507 Madison Ave., 

Hew York, II. Y. 

Dear Mr. Crocker: 

I havo received your latter of 
September 6th. bet me say in reply that it would 
bo of no advantage to send me any written or printed 
mutter describing your Hnlicoptor, its ad vantages,etc. 

Mr. Daniels is an extremely buoy man and 
is not the leaiit bit technical, lie would not havo 
time to road it, and even if he aid, he would not 
thoroughly comprehend. He would hand it to his 
Havel Officers, and they turn down everything that 
is suggested by civilians. 

The thing to dc is for me to jpqisl. to Mr. 
I)aniol3 about it personally, and T shall do this at 
the first opportunity. 

Yours sincerely, 

A/7712. 



and 7/0 bucked 50 mile an hour head winds for almost nine hours, 
during which the ground distance covered was only about 275 miles. 
The temperature was way below zero, 8,000 feet up, where we had to 
go to get above the heavy fog. Water froze in pipe from radiator 
of one engine. Had to alight on a small field at Mt. Jewett, to 
repair pipe, which burot. Then they "cranked" so long in getting 
started it was 1-45 P.M. before they took off for Cleveland, 
where thev wanted to get gas. Arrived agter dark and unable to 
find Plying Field because of fog and no searohlight or rockets 
on the field, as expected. Also the Army aviator, Col. Hiller, 
"knew every inch of the way" and did not get within 16 miles of 
the Field. They alighted on a race track but, instead of select¬ 
ing the back stretch, picked the grand stand side and carried away 
all wing tips against judge’s stand on one side and time-keepers 
stand on the other. Result, machine is smashed beyond repair, 
is being dismantled of all engines and metal patts, which will be 
shipped to England, and will be strapped. The wing parts are no 
good after so long a timo out of doors inwall kinds of weather. 

English planes, flying from xondon to Paris etc. have 
carried 52,000 passengers since last liay, and none hurt to date. 
When this Country wakes up and has adequate landing fields, the 
game will thrive. Meanwhile, a plane is like a steamer without 
a harbor. Not very interesting to me from a commercial point at 
present. Too much calamity and grief. But I had a lot of fun in 
this bus. Sincerely,/p/ 



Edison General File Series 

1919. Banking (E-19-07) 

This folder contains correspondence and other documents relating to 
banking and currency, the domestic and international economy, monetary 
policy, and other economic subjects. Among the items for 1919 are comments 

by Edison on the postwar inflation crisis, including a draft letter referring to the 
leaders of communist Russia as "two crazy Jews at Petrograd"—a reference 
that was deleted in the final version prepared by his personal assistant, 

William H. Meadowcroft. Also included are remarks by Edison regarding his 
opposition to workers owning stock in their companies and his belief that 
"interest on money was born of evil intentions, a means of exploitation of the 

general mass of humanity." The correspondents include Yale economist Irving 
Fisher, insurance executive Ingalls Kimball, and U.S. Labor Secretary William 

B. Wilson. 

Approximately one third of the documents have been selected. The 
unselected material includes unsolicited proposals sent to Edison and other 

routine items that received no answer. 



department of labor 
OFFICE OF fHE SECRETARY 

WASHINGTON 
May 8, 1919. 

Mr. Thomas A. Edison 
Orange, New Jersey 

Dear Sir: 

TJhile believing that the general trend of prices 

during the next decade may be downward, the Department of Labor 

does not share the opinion that prices are likely to take a 

sudden or violent tumble in the near future beyond the elimina¬ 

tion of war prices made necessary to stimulate production in 

high cost plants. As we believe you hold opinions of a simi¬ 

lar character, we are asking you, and a few other men prominont 

in the Nation's business, to favor us with an expression of 

your views. 

VJe inclose herewith a suggested draft for such a 

statement. If you can subscribe to the facts and opinions 

contained therein, we should be pleased to have your permission 

to publish it over your signature; or if you will dictate a 

brief statement of a similar character for our use, it will be 

greatly appreciated. 

Kindly mail us your letterhead with your signature. 

Respectfully yours. 

Secretary. 
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0. 8. DEPARTMENT OF LABOR 

Information and Education Service 

UA3UIHCT0H 

TO THE AMERICAN EMPLOYER: 

Tho American people cannot ont its coke and have it. It 

oannot immediately have low-priced products with high-cost labor. 

Tho overage weekly wage of workors in Metals, Machinery and 

Cor.voyanco industries is roportod to have advanced from (ill.20 in 1014 

to §27.39 in 1018, or 92.3?b. In wood manufactures, tho corresponding 

increase is from $12.60 in 1914 to $20.97 in 1918, or 67.7f,. In one 

singlo Industry, pig iron and rolling mill produots, the increase was 

from §16.63 to $37.97, or 129.9;£. 

Thoso who are now engaged in cutting pricos at the expanse 

of labor, aro inviting disaster, for tho high cost of living has not 

reoedsd, and every thoughtful student of industrial conditions recog¬ 

nizes tho tremendous latont demand for goods and tho relative shortage 

of workers caused by tho war. 

Out of the war has come a strong realization of the tremen¬ 

dous debt civilisation owos to labor. At no time was honest labor more 

indlsponsiblo than during the war. Kill tho Amorloan employer forgot 

the lesson so forcefully taught us? 

Wo must accustom ourselves to thinking and noting with a full 

realisation of the faot that a permanently higher eouio of wages or com¬ 

pensation has been established for the world's workers, whether they bo 

skilled or unskilled, ongaged in agricultural, nino, industrial or trans¬ 

portation enterprises. 

So tho Gospel of oorreot industrial relations should now be: 



[ATTACHMENT/ENCLOSURE] 



Hon. W. B. Wilson, 
Department of labor, 
Washington, D. C. 

!'y dear Hr. Wilson: 

Your letter of Hay 8th is 

received. Do not worry, Mr. Wilson; it is 

hot likely that wages will be reduced. V,e 

all know the result of low wages in China. 

X think business will move after we 

ascertain (1) how the German "Kind" will function 

at Versailles, and (2) over what area of Kurope 

the proletariat can be deluded by false and 

foolish dootrines. 

Yours very truly. 



[ATTACHMENT/ENCLOSURE] 

^O. 'yxO^k CO »~-L| iM-'r COoCodtt 

_lD<^p& a^ic-U-yXtlf^v. ^ bt >(cbuccb 

W^..Cc(4.Jvv> ocu J'Vi'C M-Cf". <?'j- - 

c»,^eo <Cyh uor> <3. , __._... 

•j[ ffsMY'-A US-cftf VAA-vTi- 

olL(Xh cwwlutm. liot-o f^e.—. 

iMi/ndf . urc^f ^<4^ a^vv. 

ofe £*m> 

eXn£co t&l - 



DEPARTMENT OF LABOR 
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY 

WASHINGTON 

Kr. Thomas A. Edison 
Orange, Hew Jersey 

Ky dear Kr. Edison: 

I beg to thank you for your 

statement on the price level. Whenever the Depart¬ 

ment of Labor can be of service to you, kindly call 

Respectfully .yours. 

>1. Hi .>fUw- 

Secretary. 



TJafk Untotterifg 

©eparfmenf of (poftftcaf (gconomg 

-S^Atc^r, epo-Wum U-neum** La c 

l* w,-vL«4^*- ^ 
IvOGJ- _2^f ^<rt>^W«-<.%-CU 'V' VVvC- |< q<*-Vtyt*'W\<.vCk'. W‘4 )°UUa 

JTo OJC.cjuak Iffut uwv^YVM^vfrK My dear Mr. Edison: ^ J-r ^cjuak WU 

often repeated a quotation frbm you: "1“'Jtx^; 

»■= “ * •t»d“a °f v^3‘tSi°ii?w5tetku.u^-- 
utility except/to gild picture frames and fill f eethf 

and that some day yotfToW; eme^ther piventor, tould . ) , 
UwwK^a^ ) [ 

discovery method 'of^chrasELy extracting f^omAhe / i 
V/VWWHiMxrt^ 

cnlclays". I hope these quotations are, in su' 

My main purp^^fn^writing you i^w is to ask \ 

if I can add your distinguished name to the^ist of those 

who have already favored the stabilization of our monetary 

yardstick. John Hays Hammond, the mining engineer; Frank 

A. Vanderlip; Henry bee Higgineon, the veteran Boston banker; 

Sir David Barbour, one of the authors of the gold exchange 

otandard for India; Senators Owen, Shafroth and ilewlandBj 

President Hadley and other colleagues at Yale; the Bridge¬ 

port Chamber of Commerce; the Hew England Association of 

purchasing Agents; the Society of Polish Engineers (whioh 

also recommended the system for adoption in Poland); etc. 

have definitely favored the plan desoribed in the enclosed 

pamphlet. President Wilson hae studied the plan carefully 



Mr.' Thomas A. Edison - 3 - 

and,while not committed to it politically, has spoken 

favorably of it to me and others. Your brother-in-law, 

Mr. W. Vi. Hichols, is chairman of an important committee of 

Electrioal Manufacturers Club to look into the subject. 

I am writing a book on Stabilising the Dollar, 

which will be out in a few weeks, and I shall be very glad 

if I can have your powerful influence behind the general 

idea of a dollar more stable in value. 

Very sincerely yours. 



Juno 7,1919. 

Prof. Irving Fi3her, 
460 Prospect Street, 

New Hevon, Conn. 

My dear Sir: 

I reoeived your letter of June fourth, 
together with the two pamphlet3 which you enclosed. 
The quotations you Bpeoify are correct. 

In ray opinion, your scheme will not work 
until' all Governments arid the Jews, and ull creditors . 
and debtors likewi3o, irrevocably agree to accept 
the index numbers based on the market prices in all 
countries, averaged .to form a single index. 

Of course, somebody must start men thinking 
on the subject of a practical standard, and your pro¬ 
posed book will be of groat importance as the pioneer¬ 
ing effort. 

. . Yours vory truly, 

A/9340. 



y&lt Untoettftfg 

©eparfmenf of (pofitfcaf dSconomg 

Hy dear Hr. Edison: v 

I have yours of June 7th for which please accept my thanks. 

It will doubtless be difficult to get the needed agreement 

to launch, a plan for stabilizing the dollar. 

Yet, as I try to show in my forthcoming book, the difficulties 

are not as great as they seem, and furthermore, after the plan is 

launched, if it ever is, scarcely anyone will bother his head about 

the slight discrepancies between different index numbers, for precisely 

the same reason that few people now bother about the much greater 

discrepancies between our present standard and a more ideal one. 

It is a noteworthy fact that almost all index numbers of 

wholesale commodity prioes agree with eaoh other approximately. 

I shall not ask more of your time to consider this matter 

at present but shall hope to send you a oopy of the preliminary edition 

of my book when it is ready. / 

ahe enolosed telegram from~the President of the Board of Trade 

of New Zealand came just as I was dictating this letter. 

Another Chamber of Commeroe, that of Waterbury, has just en¬ 

dorsed the plan while the Rochester Chsnber has appointed a oommittee 

Very sinoerely yours. 



61 BROADWAY 

.y\Ce£J/w£> July 23, 1919. 

Ur. Thomas A. Edison, President, 
Thomas A. Edison, Incorporated, 
Orange, Hew Jersey. 

Uy dear Ur. Edison:- 

„ _ :asK.“*sr£ ts r“ssffl.s?:. 
iSuSis.“ s asas ,%ssrj/sj^^s^-iasr*- 

you have to say on the subject. 

1. Assuming that thrift on the part of the 
employee is of advantage to him and to his em ~V^7\ v 
ployer, - query: should the savings of the em- yU 
ployee be entrusted to the employer or to regu^“ ^ » 
larly organized and supervised savings institu-^j 
tions? 

2. Hoes the employee prefer in his savings \5**™*V 
transaction to deal with the employer or with anS 
independent savingB institution? faX*** 

3. Assuming the desirability of stock owner- 1 . 
shin is itp^fferable that the employee subscribe Wj V 
on a partial payment plan or purchase from accumu-K 
lated funds of his own? 

, ia the encouragement of saving by the con- f ‘ 
'tribution on the part of the employer of large 
percentages or bonuses proportioned to the employees 
saving economically desirable? 

looking forward with gr 
I beg to remain, 

interest to your*reply, 

Your\ ve^ry truly, fif' 

End. 
stamped addressed envelope 



July 38,1919. 

Mr. IngallB Kimball, Pros'.. 
national Thrift Bond Corpn., 
61 Broadway, 
Kovv York, K. a . 

t Dear Mr. Kimball: 

. four letter of July 334 waa laid 
before Mr. Kdiscn, who gives the following answers 
to your questions, according to number: 

1. Savings Tianlia are the proper Custodians of 
a workman's savings. 

2. Savings Banks. 

3. Hr. Kdiscn docs net belli evo in 
stock in the Company he works for. 
needed. 

workman owning 
bettor plan.is 

4. This question needs more study. 

Yours very truly. 

Assistant to Mr. iidison. 

A/7614. 



7m^ \co La V~A^‘ ^ 

4jujtf^a***S"ts «wrV. A»\ e-dtuUr^Ml ^uJUXa^X"tj tfMrt. Aa\ o-CSU.^<uw( 

Zf^^JLiXJU *jL*A uM^a. N-Y- A^UBt 14th, 1919. 

'j l^vuv as* Jvia&snct \t\oJT l^CtfiXoTtfVI wn{nn*iA.UJa-o 6-Crvi \At&JsvS\srpsy 

Mr. Thomas A. Edison, ' 
Orange, Hew Jersey. 

'Wac<J** (pi fyJ&ZCZJc+n. Vweujo tt-^ Uu** mJXlj, 

My dear Mr. Edison: ' 

I 'beg to herewith enclose for your 
perusal an article i have written entitled, " The 
Elimination of Interest from Governments". A care¬ 
ful study of this subject, will show you the real 
cause of the war, and the reason for the present 
high oost of living throughout the world. 

hue to the restless industrial con4 
ditions throughout the world ; this study is not 
for publication , or for sale. I have deemed it 
wiser to submit this subject to men of intelligence 
and sanity for their consideration. 

Knowing you to be the most successful 
chemist the world has ever known,, past or present, 
and believing you to be sincerely interested in the 
advancement of the best interests of mankind, I am 
mailing you this study. 

By reason of your known reputation 
throughout the world, it would be a privilege for 
me to answer you any question on this subject, that 
you may'ask. 

An acknowledgment of the receipt of 
this study, together with the knowledge , that it 
has been read by you , will be considered a graoious 
compliment by the writer. 

Assuring you of my highest regards of 
your ability , and my best wishes for your longevity, 
I beg to remain, 

WH/P. 
Eno. 



i v»« 
^ gjU^eiA,^ i U«-n- 2'-“*^ 3ausalito, California, 

I » Box 146. 
,^7* TU^ Ootoi)er 23j mg> 

klewellyn Park, <rr <=^ buf-iS™, CA 
Orange, II. J. y 

Dear Sir-- 0 X''--- 

If you would read the oneloeed, and do me the honor of commenting 
on the basic idea outlined in solution of the cumulative labor unrest, 
1 would appreciate it - irrespective of endorsement or disagreement. 

£t 

Yours very truly, 

9cjttU^J I/a&luliA 



Hade and Dorr (/vst*** 'tut 

' — —* 

December 11, 1919 

Thomas A. Edison 
Llewellyn Park, - 
Y/est Orange, New.Jersey. 

Dear Mr. Edison: t_... . y. _ . . ^ 
5 I aii*informeditha'fc th*ere have 

«“ "» - -<• . wir,..,_ •> ii-khe <o-<nr»«r 
been interesting accounts; jnthe newspapers during the snmmer^o^ 

certain economic views wM have been expressed by 

know any way of getting at'some printed, for^^hat’ you said or^ 

wrote except by asking you. -«•-*■♦- \ >. r 

The .general idea of what you saidjvas'that it doesn't 

make so much difference what^a'riich "man earns or owj*<e ,it does 

what he spends on unproductive consumption. ObviouW^t is 

true. The rich take away from the poor only what they /o take 

away from them. Whatever the rich invest goes to the ^oor in wages 

and is demonstrably not taken away or the subject of wicked in¬ 

equality. 

Perhaps you will be interested in this connection with 

a reference to the article in the Cosmopolitan for February, 1906 

hy Mr. Justice Oliver Wendell Holmes. On the text of the question 

"Are Great Fortunes Great Dangers?" he then preached much the same 

sermon which you are reported to have preached. 

And I have preached it; myself in "open forum meetings 

I 



TAE - 2. 

in this part of the country. 

It may he an interesting reminiscence to you if I 

mention that I am the son of my father, Mr. George S. Hale, and 

remind you of the case of Welch vs. Edison where Mr. Welch was 

represented by Benjamin F. Butler and my father represented you. 

When I joined his firm he told me about that very interesting 

piece of ancient history. 

Yours very truly, 



December 15,1915. 

Riohard W. Hale, Esq., 
60 State Street, 

Boston, Uaaa. 

Dear Sir:- 

Your lottor of December 11th, vvaa brought 
to Mr. Edison' 8 personal attention. He wishes me to 
express his regret that he has no eopiea of the news¬ 
paper interviews referral to. 

I think you probably refer to an interview 
uH+h him bv iidward liar ihall, the journalist. ix 
you communicate with him he may be able to furnish you 

ntirw. Hia address ia Times Building, flew ion., 

Yours very truly, 

Assistant to Ur. Edison. 



Edison General File Series 

1919. Battery, Storage (E-19-08) 

This folder contains correspondence and other documents relating to 

alkaline storage batteries and to the business of the Edison Storage Battery 
Co. (ESBCo). Among the items for 1919 are letters pertaining to wartime 
sales to the U.S. government, the possibility of manufacturing Edison 
batteries in Europe, the use of wind power to recharge batteries, experiments 
with lithium, and technical education. Also included are a letter from former 
ESBCo vice president Robert A. Bachman about his work for General Motors 
Co. and an undated communication from Edison to assistant general manager 
Leonard W. McChesney about railroad signal batteries. Other correspondents 

include Thomas R. Briggs of Cornell University, industrialist Charles A. 
Carlisle, George B. Foster of the Electric Vehicle Association, Czech engineer 

and former General Electric employee Emil Kolben, Paul de Loye of the 

French Aviation Mission, and acting Secretary of the Navy Franklin D. 

Roosevelt. 

Approximately 50 percent of the documents have been selected. The 

unselected material includes items duplicating the information in the selected 
documents, such as replies to incoming letters based on Edison marginalia 

but not signed by him; correspondence receiving routine replies, some with 

marginalia indicating that the inquiry referred to lead rather than alkaline 

batteries; requests for product information; test reports on competing 

batteries; administrative documents on pay rates and on the return of 
equipment from boats used for Edison's experiments; and a few unsigned, 

undated rough sketches of building plans. 



HAUT COMMISSARIAT 

REFIIBLIQUE FRANCAISE 

ETATS.UN1S 

REPUBL1QUE FRANCAISE 

□rk. Feb. 24, 19X0. 

Thos. A. Edison, Inc. . .1 
Lakeside Avenue, jruiCTtA 
West Orange, N.J. . \l . 

. uJL^ lU 
Jkj'b*** 

Attention of taKPresident , L 
Gentlemen:ij t<.<,ek C* u*& * 

» of the mbst important Electric Companies 
in France that this Company would like to consider 
the manufacture of your accumulator for France. 

Before getting in direct touch with you, 
this Ehgineer would like to know if such a proposi¬ 
tion would interest you and if there are^no •obstacles 
in the way of their entering into negotiations with you. 

Will you kindly send me catalogues and 
literature which you may have published in connection 
with your accumulator. 

4tte4M^ 

Yours very truly, 

Paul de LoyeJ 
Erench Aviation Mission, 

65 Broadway, 
New York City. 



March 7.1919. 

Mr. Paul do T.oye, 
French Aviation Mission, 
60 Sroadray 
Hew York, 

Your letter of February 24th was received 
in due course ana sent to Mr. Edison who has ?oue t 
Florida for a few weeks. 

I have just received a reply from him request¬ 
ing me to say to you that the investment required and 
thf extreme care 4nd Ion? experience necessary would 
make it impossible for any yrenoh oompany, -ith lto _ 
limited market, to make a financial 
facturo of the Edison Storage batter., for Fran-e. 

Assistant to Mr* Edison. 

A/BB02. 



^r/Amr. .‘flniAjiyV. 

6‘5 

tAw%*& ^rn ~eth> i9ii-v/^- 

Hr . Vi. H. Meadowcroft, 

o/o Thomas A. Edison Laboratory. 

Orange, Hew Jersey. 

My dear Mr. Meadoworofts- 

I thank you for your letter of ^oril 35th 

saying you are sending six (6) closed and split tubes 

by Parcel Post, and upon receipt of same I will give 

them to my friends retaining one set for myself. 

Baron Goto and friends said they appreciate 

very much the kindness of Mr. Edison as well as your 

kind attention to them, while visiting at your Laboratory. 

I wish to convey their appreciation as well 

as mine. 

I remain 

Yours respeotfully, 

(a 'Ljl'O 



— ~ CHARLES ARTHUR CARLISLE 
SOUTH BEND, INDIANA 

June 14, 1919. 

Honorable Thomas A. Edison, . - w* 
Uenloe Park, ^ { IfeflWui ^ 
Orange, H. J. 

My dear Mr. Edison 

About fifteen yearl^g^aktoneevenirJ when 
Carlisle and I tad the Pi^ure of^eing |ueats -JV and x v/a^^ 

time with 

effect . P 
feed’lishtin& Ms 5 | 

The time has come f^^^"‘^f^^ending^Sis'note ' | 
me with considerable person^ interest^nd^^^^^y t at H 

^urconvenilnce^yo^gi^me the benefit of your best 3-g- | . 

ment. r 

i ln;io.. *"isif.rsUmt’SoS: «sss*«»* 1-5 
K.'Sfts ysrs sr: 1t> 
a. a young efflolenoy ™w«« ™ StaSs lougtit tie old f t. 

?r E”ine Ior “Ity y“” *1 
v,e waS? to make it something worth while. . £ % ' 

Here is a great thought that comes^o Wf£ ff 

spired by the thought you Sj-q ae a unit, equip it with a «. 
can't we take the Perkins Wind .Jill as a uni^.^ ^ wheei 
generator that will develop p- whloh we can store in an P 5^ 
revolve and generate the electri y ' pumping water, grind- & % 

siis.i'sr.tSS"3 “-??». ^ ”h"°usM H 
C—and poY/er can be used upon the farm. 5 c 

r\ if ,oug». “ srs?,\T*»«. s°a sa ts * -> 
SS Kdloon storage la.tsnss j f_ 

generators. 

I shall feel very sorry JggJjJJ ^t'SingTto*8 
you any inconvenience aad» °*? t0 me in the pleasant memory of 

K pVstyaS STSS -d^rS^s i the ^ture X shall be very 

glad indeed. 



.Page 2, 
June 14th, 1919, 
Honorable Thomas A. Edison. 

T.'ith kind regards to you and lira. Edison and all 
members of your family, and always with very sincere best wish¬ 
es, believe me. 

Very cordially yours; 

Mr. Carlisle, 
MMR 
I Inc. 



[ATTACHMENT/ENCLOSURE] 

TKEtS! TR^SXITH B^SATPEDAY; JUNF7?:I919V 



Juno 19,1919. 

Ur. Charles Arthur Carlisle, 
South Bond, Ind. 

Dear Hr. Carlisle: 

■ I have received your letter of 

June 14th, which I have road with much interest. 

There is no particular troublo in connect¬ 

ing -a windmill to a generator and storage battery, 

30 that power- may be stored .up whi 1 e the wind is 

blowing. Any windmill 'enginoor could do this. 

The reason it is not done in, from my 

experience), that'every man in the windmill business • 

is a dead one. . . 

'fours very truly. 

A/7425. 



F..T.LISMAN & Co. 
Invhstmhnt Skouuitibs 

lion Jersey. 

July 9,1919. 

lU I 

V 
My dear y.r.Edi son¬ 

ify people connected with the Railway Storage Battery 

Oar Company returned a few days ago from the Atlantic City Convention of 

the American Railv/ay Association, and v/ere greatly pleased with the co¬ 

operation which they had received from your people in trying to push the 

storage battery car. I understand you had given instructions to that ef¬ 

fect and therefore thought I would write you personally to express my 

thanks to you. 

V/e are keeping up our efforts to push the battery car. 

Tiue cars which have'been built since Beach got out of the game, have 

given universal satisfaction and if it had not been for the Government 

taking over the railroads and the sequences of that act, we would have 

made substantial progress in selling cars equipped with the Edison bat¬ 

tery to some of the big eastern railroads. 

With be3t regards. 

Yours sincerely, , 



Ho no rat La l’hos. A. Edison, 
Orange, II• J• 
Dear Mr. Edison 

J/\ist]avJaKa.lr\d U.5.A. 
July 18 th, 1919. 

V/ith further reference to my letter of June 14th 
and the courteousness of your kind letter of June 19th, vie are going to . 
try mighty hard to resurrect a live wind mill manufacturer. I have had 
a talk with our superintendent, who is a mighty fine man, being with the 
Perkins Wind Mill Company for about twenty odd years, and I presume 
is among the dead ones referred to by you, however, he is the man I 
hope to resurrect along the lines of the new Perkins Wind liill* 

We want to build the best Wind Mill on earth and we 
want to build one that will develop electric power, then wo want^to 
use that electric power for the purpose of the farmer and his vine 
in doing all classes and kinds of work on the farm, and we can see 
how kind the farmers' wife is going to take to this when we tell her 
we can eliminate the hot cook etove for a modern up-to-date electric 
power at very little cost. 

7Ie want to buy the best generator on the market for this 
purpose, we want to use the best storage battery for this purpose, We 
would like to get in touch with the best Wind Mill engineer in the 
United States for this purpose, and then wo would like to have the 
oomblned judgment of the engineer who could help us put the entire 
proposition together in connection with our own practical experience, 
and*before we go ahead and lead out blindly, wo thought-wo would como 
to you for further light and information. 

If you wij.1 just take the time to read this lotter and 
then give us a few more seconds of your good time in dictating a note 
giving me a little further information along the above lino, I will 
promise not to bother you again with this subject, unless we can 
present you with the finest equipped and best up-»o-date Uind Mill on 
the market, and one that will be a credit to your suggestions, hooauso 
after all you deserve all the credit in making the suggestion which has 
lived with me for the past twelve years. 

With very kind regards from ue all ana thanking you in 
advance for the courtesy of your attention, I remain with greetings and 

CAC:B, 



1 Lc^f 

unUi! -.(‘f: tH^ r^ HT 

-.rttw-‘-H^rfytr , :.v •". -< ^•“/ 

(\^Cr^u^Lo n_»,e.v.c^ VW-A-utt-t-1 U<_^ ✓ft-s& V'C ^'-*'''' 

<Lcf —CY - ^ 

^a'l-° A^cr ^ 
JTifc, 5' Cr" 







July 23,1919. 

Mr. C. A. Carlisle, 
o/o Perkins Hind Mill & iingine Co., 
Mishawaka, Ind. 

Dear Mr. Carlisle: 

I have received your letter of 
July 10th. 

When out automobiling, I have taken particu¬ 
lar notice of hundreds of wind mills, but only twice 
have T ever seen them in operation. So liar as my 
observation goes, 98^ of them are wrecked on the top 
and have fallen into disuse. fhey seem ,tc be too 
flimsy and easily got out of order. a;° 
high that no- fanner will go up many times if they 
continue to got out of order. If they were only 
about half as high and made heavier and easy .of access, 
X believe that 75,4 of them would be working now. 

I also believe it is a waste of money to 
incur largo exoenditures in advertising and installing 
lind mills in wooded places. I think they should bo 
placed' only ir. large open areas where lo~ mi 113 a ill 
get plonty of wind. 'There is no trouble whato/or 
in obtaining good motors and batteries, iho trouble 
is the need of a reliable wind mill. 

• Yours very truly. 

A/7573. 

L 



Augugt 2,1919 

Hon. Franklin Roosevelt, 
Acting Secretary of the Davy, 
Washington, D.C. 

l!y dear Hr. Roosevelt: 

I have reoeived your letter of July 
31st, copy of which is enclosed. 

I am also sending you acme information on 
the sales of our batteries to the Government, so as 
to place my3slf in the proper light. 

Hoarly all of the sales to the War Deoart-1 
ment wore urgency sales, with daily receipt of urwenoy 
orders when Armistice was signed. The orders of the 
Havy Department were only about $50,000 - urgent. 

I have made no claims either to the Navy or 
War Departments, merely stating the facts, and asking 
if there was not a moral claim to relieve me of a part 
of a burden assumed for the benefit of the Government, 
as neither the War Department or the Navy think so. The 
matter is considered dosed by mo, but I wanted it on 
the record. 

Sinoorely yours, 

Enclosures. 



[ATTACHMENT/ENCLOSURE] 



[ATTACHMENT/ENCLOSURE] 



[ATTACHMENT/ENCLOSURE] 
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Mr. Edison: 

The Salas Department of the Storage Battery give the 

following: 

Sales to War and Navy Department from August 1,1917 

to July 31,1919: 

WAB DEPA3TMENT, General Sales. 
n n Signal Corps contract. 

.$ 519,814.78 
, 712.534.07 

Total....$1,238,348.85 

Navy Department: 

Balance of the billing contract, f-2 ..$ 
Submarine batteries and oontraot S-18.. 
General to the Navy Dept. 

7,3)13.60 
94,675.12 
51,314.27 

War and Navy Departments, Grand Total. $ 1,385.451.84 



;@Tp-©wti©n. <©f Jadnstfial 

Mr. Charles Edison, ' \ x,-\ . . ' 
Orange, IT. J. ' . , — • 

”y dear CharleB! 

Dootor IIutohiEon Informed no today that at a confe-once 
botworn you and Mr. lionnot of I<onlon, you credited Dr. Hutchison with 
worhlne on the development of a load storage battoiy. Dr. Hutchison 
oooined to ho very much ccncomod about this and wanted to lnow whether 
ho could quote wo as working on this dovolo want. X told him not to 
quote net tint 1 ' v uld vrite you direot and inform you just what X van 
doing, as I havo also hoard from various sources of the reports which 
are around, and inasmuch as you hear so vrny rumors, I want to toll 
you that Mr. Lamar I.yndon and myself have contracted with tho Gonoral 
Xiotors Co. to develop a starter hat to ry for their own use. Knowing 
that it -could he in no oompetition witii the Edison storage hattory, I 
took on thi3 oantraot with ISr. Lyndon. The hattory that we contracted 
for is completed and is now ready for delivery to tho Xeneral Motors 
Co. They anticipate manufacturin'; th.oir own hattory, v.hether it is 
this particular one we are delivering to them, or, probably, a present 
commercial hattory. All of our tests are completed and wo are now 
building several commercial batteries for them which will ho dolivorod 
for final tests and acceptance. 

I an writing the above to you no that you will understand 
that Dr. Hutchison has no connection with this development whatsoever, 
and I would recommend you not to moke tho bet that Dr. Hutchison outlined 
in his letter to you, as I are quite sure you would loco out. 

Knowing tint you have heard a nurabe- of unfoundod rumors 
X thought it advisable to give you the facts, which I hope you will treat 
confidential, as the General Motors Co. do not care to have it gonornlly 
known that We are developing this tottery for than. 

With kindest personal regards, X am 

Very sincerely yours, 

YiXjtC 
Copy to Mr. Thomas A. Edison 



Sept. 4,191‘J. 

Hr. Geo. B. Foster, national Chairman, 
lilootric Vehicle Aiujhointicn, 
ChiO-gO, Ill. 

Dear Sir:- 

I am informed that the Hoard of Education 
in Chicago'has organized and equi pped a free oiuaa 
in their Manual Training Sonool. «ith the 
teaching fundament-1 nrinoiple- - l'®4 . vehiolos. 
dfitaila - of storage batteries &nd electric ve *' « 
I understand that the teaching will induce the general 
make-up of storage batteries and electric vohiole^ 

s a: ; 
been strcndy Vf*^.pini cnTcr sorTtime 

needs of the ever ^“^^ention^f young^ Sw^poSiall.. 
jES^Sl^? commond^uoh1 a°olas3 most heartily. 

A/7710. 



h 

September 23, 

1919. 

£ 
Edison Electrical Laboratories 

South Orange, 

New Jersey. 

Gentlemen:- 

l <qm 

Please adviseT-r you are pro- 

JLd* 
In¬ 

ducing, or contemplating the production of, HB" batteries (£)£••• 

f' \ o^r 
(primary) for Vacuum Tubes. L-- \ 

Have heard that you have a 

50 Volt miniature Edison-LeLand type for this purpose. 

Very truly yours, 

J& 





D& TECHN. EMIL KOLBEN 

Pra&UB, tfovej&ar 13 th 1919. 

w Cojc t,(\0 4((yl,U.O- K 

Thomas Alva E d i a o 

■ ft a g a, S.J., U.8.A. 

E d i s on, 

You will 

Otv-C ”>vv|pf «l|'' 

V/> <K) 

(H VA^LeXt/X* |e-V. "ta 

iAv.v't4i,wCEv3 ^ ^c Ua- 

. (*><*.£& 

the aaaufJio tur 

Sat later on you xnf 

armored to iiiunuiuctur 

re:.*it,.tiiat 80£53 years ago, when X 
CXp*.vJUrv*ve»At«* \VV *.sfi.luw.«T*«| 
.n Prague, you tola res about tn- gia 

._ . oe battei 

g(k fetters _ 

AA-'f a.I-xe'^'® Utfc- “'7^’ 

r e or -__ . . 
CT <yfiJr Ikt i^"'n ■ , , , . 

ess you laid v/iti your storage buttery system xor traction tfonc in 

sfoAJSsv • 
taj-o-to-UA. ue-is»y*vk*-tvf Kv/- “7-/fx*^ilwlt***/* 

The v 

possible IptlKs- 
„,. up n»i,otlatiofe“rtfe ».•» a 

tar* of pour wuiciu^a1 oo« tup capital aj 

wre to 

rCindiy 

' takin; 

the nev/ Czechoslovak 

I could i 

pital for this purpose. 

Awaiting your 

health I remain v;ith kind 

fc* -H d-tx C 
dn these i 

know whether)there would b<A now 

ipletely. It,is 

iTlu^*p*Aur.*-*»M Y 

rpublic. 

>ily fora * 

reply and hoping you are enjoying beat 

regard's 



Beoember 9, X919. 

Sr, Techn. Emil Koiben, 
11., Vrchliokeho Sady 1, 
Prague, Czeohoslavla. 

Bear Sr. Koiben: 

Your letter of November 13 has been reoelyed. 
I am afraid 1 oannot offer you much encouragement. The manufacture 
of my Alkaline Storage Battery is so difficult that it would be use¬ 
less for you to tiy it. Besides, the inyeettoent ie so large in 
automatic machinery which is neoessary to use in.order to get the 
cost down, so that a battery will compete with lead batteries, that 
only a very large trade would warrant the expenditure and your 
country and the adjoining countries would not absorb the output. 

I am glad to hear from you. How haye you come 
out after all the trouble? Haye you heard from Bergmann? I have 
heard nothing. He may be ruined or dead for aught that I know. 

With kind regards, I remain. 

Yours yery truly. 

Edlphoned:24 



December 12, 16X9, 

Dr. T. it. Briggs, 
Cornell University, 
Ithaca, ;:c7/ York. 

Department of Chemistry. 

Dear Dr. Briggs: 

letter of December 
effect of Lithium i 

I have been much interested in reading your 
10 concerning your Laboratory experiments on the 

in' the Edison Storage Battery. 

articloe 
letter o 
Storage 

1 shall be glad to 
and arterial that you desire, and 

vor to Hr. C. h. Skoles, the Vice 
Battery Company, asking him to for 
possible. 

furnish you aith the 
to this end have sent your 

President of the Edison 
ward the same to you as 

If permissible, 1 would like to be informed 
result of your experiment?. 

Yours very truly. 

Ediphoned:24 





Edison General File Series 

1919. Birthday Greetings (E-19-09) 

This folder contains correspondence congratulating Edison on the 
celebration of his seventy-second birthday, along with other related 
documents. Included are letters from friends, business associates, children, 
and other well-wishers. The selected items include correspondence with 
phonograph wholesaler Walter E. Kipp about the gift of a box of seventy-two 
"Edison Birthday Special" cigars on behalf of the National Association of Disc 
Phonograph Jobbers. Also included is a telegram from steel magnate Andrew 

Carnegie, along with a letter from railroad engineer H. J. Force and a 
response from Edison remarking that he "is as lively as a buzz saw." 

Approximately 5 percent of the documents have been selected. The 

unselected items include routine letters of acknowledgment prepared for 
Edison's signature. Some of the incoming letters bear marginalia by Edison 

indicating that the sender should be thanked. 



\ — _WHOLESALE DISTRIBUTERS {*) 

I.XJU. liVJ SJ^O/jl.sJ.X/}. 
January 17, 1919. 

William H. .'.oadowcroft, 
o/o Jdison laboratories, 

Dear hr. lleadoworoft:- 

I am about to ask a vory biff favor of you. 
I am chairman of a Committee to prepare a suitable message 
from the Jobbers to hr. Jdison.on his next birthday. I am 
not gifted with the power of language to convey to him 
just how proud we Jobbers are of him and I would like to 
know if you could write mo up something. It surely would 
bo a big hole to me, and now I want to’ask you another 
question and assure you that you can be perfectly frank with 

The boys thought they would send him seventy-two 
American Beauty roses, but it seems to mo that something- 
more suitable than rosos and that is not overly expensive, 
could be secured. Have you anything you could suggest? 
You know i.ir. Jdison so well and if rosos do not make any 
particular hit with him, I would like for you to toll me so 
and if you know of anything he could use on his desks or in 
his work that would ooraprise a nice remembrance from the 
Jobbers, I am sure your suggestion would be very valuable to 

Hoping 1 am not asking too much of you, and awaiting 
your roply with much interest, i remain 

Vory truly yours, 

kThhoitogbaph cokpauy 



January 21,1919 

Mr. 'll. iS. Kipp, 
325 forth Delaware Street, 
Indianapolis, Tnd. 

Dear Mr. Kipp: 

I am always.willing to do a favor for 
you, tut I honestly think that you can do better than 
I oould in framing a birthday message to Mr. Kdison. 
It really would be a little difficult for me to put 
myself in the olaoe of the Jobbers in a-ease like this, 
and I am sure the only requisite for an acceptable 
message would be your own natural expressions. I 
would merely suggest only little thought that you 
might weave into your message to the effect that the 
passing years have not diminished his vogor or impaired 
his variety. 

Now in regard to something in the way of 
a nice remembrance, let me say that while he loves 
nature I do not think 'rosea would make tnoro than a 
mere passing appenl to him. neither would I suggest 
anything for his desk. I think it would make rather 
an acceptable remembrance if you have a special 
box made, not too expensive, to contain 72 cigars, and 
have a special wrapper made for each cigar laboled - 
"Edison Birthday Special. 72". 

This is something that he would enjoy and 
overy time he smoked one ho would ho reminded of the 
Jobbers’ good feeling toward him. Beside, he could 
take them down to. Florida with him. as T expect he 
will probably leave the day after bis Birthday. Ifc. 
you accept this idee, lot ino advise you not to get a 
cigar larger'-than a perfecto, as he does pot care for 
a very large Qi-SSSfr. 

I trust that the above will assure you of 
my cooperation in your idea and. .of a dosire to be of 
assistance. With kindest regards, I remain, 

-Yours dincorely, 

Assistant to M r.Kdison, 



WESTORANGE Md 

CCEPT MY BEST WISHES FOR YOUR BIRTHDAY AND MY HOPE THAT YOU 

MAY REACH THE CENTURY MARK THE WORLD NEEL MEN LIKE YOU 

ANDREW CARNEGIE 

120P 



■mni 
THE EELJlWiiRE, LRCKRWRNN.H. & WESTERN RH.ILRDRE CD. 

LJ5.B DHATOHY, ^ 

Scrairton, Pa,,.February... U.th.,.131.9..- 

, Thomas A. Edisoi 
Port Myer, 

Florida. 

... L 
\v_dLL&(« 

My dear Mr. Edison: 

X notice by the morning press you are just passing 
your seventy-second birthday. It gives me S^eaft pleasure t0 
know that you are still in the best of health end that/the 
prospects are very bright for your passing your eighty-second 
birthday. According to the morning press you do not/seem aEr{ 
with some of your friends that you are getting old.' A man is 
never any older than he feels. Prom reports that have come to 
me during the past two years I should judge that mentally jou 
are in the prime of your life. 

The report in the press thi3 morning reminds me of 
the story of a man vho was out driving with his machine and 
having got lost on the road saw an old man standing in the 
front yard. The driver hailed him as old man asking for direc¬ 
tions to the proper point. The old gentleman ql 
that he was not an old man and that his father \ 
The driver asked him where he might see his fathei 
gentleman told him his father r~ J- 

) old gentleman quickly retorted 
- • - •• - j still alive. 
___ _; and the old 

gentleman uUxu - ..-j in the house putting grand¬ 
father to bed. This you could truthfully soy to anyone who 
might accuse you of getting old. 

._ Y/ith best wishes for a long and happy life, I am, 

/ 
Respectfully yours, 

Jt 



February 20,1919. 

Mr. H. J. Force, 
Chemist and Engineer of Tests 
Laboratory. D. L. & v;. r. r. ’ 

lively “ taL80sr.*„VS.pe.a;j,r^ &1”! 

Yours vory truly, 

Assistant to Mr. Edison.. 

A/6600. 



I 

February 20,1919.^ 

/ 
■ Mr. Andrew Carnegie, 

Two .East 91st Street, 
New York, H.Y. 

Dear Mr. Carnegie: 

Your telegram of congratulations . 
on Mr. Edison’s birthday was received after he left 
for Florida, but I forwarded it to him. 

■ T have-Just heard from him this morning 
and he wishes me to tell you how much he appreciates 
your kind thoughtfulness and good wishes. 

Yours very truly. 

Assistant to Mr. Edison. 

A/6691. 



Edison General File Series 
1919. Book and Journal Orders (E-19-10) 

This folder contains correspondence and other documents relating to 

books sent to Edison or ordered by him. Among the items for 1919 are letters 
pertaining to books on the recent war, Arctic exploration, music, science, 
technology, economics, nutrition, and heredity. There is also a list of books 
ordered from Brentano’s for delivery to Edison’s winter residence at Fort 
Myers, Florida. At the end of the folder is an undated catalog from The 
Scribner Bookstore with titles for purchase circled, presumably by Edison. 
Two of the circled books are by Theodore Roosevelt, who died in 1919. The 
correspondents include Swedish industrialist and future International Olympic 

Committee president J. Sigfried Edstrom, Los Angeles businessman Harry M. 
Haldeman, Edison's brother-in-law Halbert K. Hitchcock, Westinghouse 

engineer and former Naval Consulting Board member Benjamin G. Lamme, 
Gaelic music vendor Charles S. Pratt, Charles E. Speirs of D. Van Nostrand 

Co., and Samuel W. Stratton of the U.S. Bureau of Standards. 

Approximately 25 percent of the documents have been selected. The 
unselected items include solicitations, printed circulars, and letters of 

transmittal for unsolicited volumes; routine correspondence about 

subscriptions, including Edison's orders for the New York Times, New York 
Tribune, and New York World at Fort Myers; and documents pertaining to 

printed materials ordered by employees of the West Orange laboratory. 



GENERAL ELECTRIC COMPANY 

$ 
• EDISON,PERSONAL, 

ORANGE , 
N . J . 

Schenectady.N.Y.,Jan.22,1919. 

, ! t \ 
It has been our pleasure to mail publications' 

from time to time to your address as imprinted abo^ 

» hops they have reached you and that they been 
T\i V T r~\ 
.Jl - 

of interest. 

In revising our Hailing List for the coming year 

v/e solicit your aid. If the address is correct, will you 

Kindly so note on the enclosed post card or if not, give 

us the necessary information to make it correct? If you 

will do this and have the card placed in the mail the favor 

will be appreciated. 

GENERAL ELECTRIC COMPANY, 

PUBLICATION BUREAU 



January 25,1919. 

Hr. Allan T-. Benson, Editor. 
"Reconstruction", 

• ns Jin at 28th Street, 

Dear Hr. Benson: 

Your 
February came ju the 
mail has, which goes 

copy of "Reconstruction" for 
other day and I put ill itnhis 
up to Ill's house nights. 

He 3B’/b that the torio of your articles 
is hi srh-class and good. He ;uy3_ it will oe well 
to keoD out the hind of language which goes to the 
extreme. He recognizes this is an extremely hard 
thing to do when one believes and knows of certain 
wrongs. He says it is like saying nothin., .men 
you ,iam your finger by the accidental closing of a d< 

I,jr. Edison wishes mo to ask you to enter a 
yecr'3 subscription for him. Rlac.sc havo it 
addressed: 

Thomas A. Edison, 
Edison Laboratory, 

Orange, E.J. 
Atten-.Hr.r.eadowoorft- 

Will you please also enter one subscription 
for me and address it: 

W. H. Meadowcroft, 
428 Lathrop Avo., 

Boonton, V.?. 

I will enclose herewith the -J4 to oovor tha-. 
tv'O subscriptions. 

Yours very truly. 

Assistant to Mr. Edison. 

Enclosuee 



January 24,1919. 

Brentnno's, 
5th Avo- & 27th Street, 

Bow York, N.Y. 

Gentlemen: 

Will you please enter the following order for hooks 
and make shipment February 1st, to: 

Thomas. A. JSdison, 

Port Myers, Fla. 

As to whether you will ship them by express or Parcel 
Post, insured, ! shall-not assume to say, but leave that, to your 
.lodgement. The list is as follows: 

The Prinoiplss of War - by Marshal Ferdinand Foeb. ..-'2.50 

The 3oy with the U. S. naturalists by 
Francis Bolt "'heeler. . 1.35 

The Silver Cache of the Pawnee by D. lansre. 1.25 

Alone in the. Caribbean, by Frederick A. Fencer. 2.00 

Tn the Wilds of South American by Leo E. Miller. 4.50 

The Wonders of Instinct by -Tean-Henri Fabre. . . . .3.00 

Junsrlo Peace by William Beebe.'. .1.75 

Heredity and Environment in the Development of Men by 
Edwin Grant Conklin. ... 2.00 

The Eaiser a3 T knew him - by Arthur E. Davi3.2.00 

Fantomns..    . 1.40 

The Exploits of -Juve..... 1.40 

Messengers of Evil.. ... 1.40 

A Best of §3|>1ie8....•.. . . .... 1.40 
A loyal Prisoner - by Pierre Souvostre and Marcel Allain 1.40 



PIease hill the above to Thos. A. Edison end send 

the hill to me. 

Yours very truly. 

Assistant to Ur. Edison. 



v Department. 
DATZ.Mgr. 

Librap®ureau 

New York. t 
January 30,1919. 

Hr. William H. Meadowcroft, 
Thomas A* Edison, laboratory! 
Orange, Hew Jersey 

We acknowledge with thanks your order of 
January S8, whicn has been entered lor immediate 
shipment as follows: 

1 - #1002 Abridged Dewey Decimal Classification 1.50 
1 - #1004 complete " 

New Yoi\fc_cj.J;y:* 

r ’**' chunking you, we are, 

Library Bureau 



February 1,1919 

Library Bureau, 
424 -Vest 33d Street, 

Hew York, I! • 1 • 

Gentlemen: Atten- Kr- 3. Ludwig 

I received your letter of January 30th 
and also the two books mentioned therein. 

The number 1002 Abridged Dewey Decimal 
Classification will be suitable for our library 
he-e ana T ain retaining it. The number 1004 
Oomniete Dewey Decimal Olasai ‘0 cati on in beinm 
T.»+,\rnefl bv Parcel Post insured. 

Will you please bill the 
tained to Thos. A. ifidison. Oranto. 
the bill to me. 

one 1 have ra¬ 
il. J., and send 

Yours very truly. 

Assistant to Ur. £di30n. 



J6 

February 3,1919. 

Brentofto's, 
5th Ave. and 27th St., 

Hew York, H.Y. 

Dear Sirs: 

vVl 11 you kindly send to: 

:Thom 3 A. jidison, : 
:_Fort i.Tyers. Florida: 

the followinsr books which he has selooted from 

Scribner's list: ~ ■ 

''Through the Brazilian Wilderness".>3 4.00 
"African Game Trails'.'. ••• 4.00 

' "The U-Boat Hunters" by -Tames 3. Connolly 1.50 
"Germany's Commercial Grip on tho World" 

by Henri Keusor. ......... 1. 50 
"Voyages on the Yukon sr.d its Tributaries" 

by Hud son Stuck'. • • 4.50 

Algo tho two following books which he noted from 

advertisements in the newspaper: 

"The Mechanism of Exchange" by J.A.Todd... $ 2.25 
"The Evolution of the Earth and its 

Inhabitants" by Richard Swann Lull.Yale 
University Press. 2.50 

. Pleae bill to Thos-A.Edison, Orange. H.J.. and 

send the bill to me.. 
Yonks very truly. 

Assistant to Mr. Edison. 



Thk Macmillan Company 

PlIBMSHt'RS 

York, // | 1,5 

, J;./ / n> 

Hr. Vilbjalmur Stefansson, the great Arctic explorer, 
has just returned from non adventures and discoveries in the Far 
North. To understand his hardships and triumphs, to feel the 
wonder of that strange land and its people, to grasp the ^nif- 
icance of his discoveries, you can not read a more vivid. 
of polar exploration than Hr. Stefansson’s own story of his earli 
er travels, MY LIFE WITH THE ESKIMO. 

For nearly five years, longer than any other explorer, 
Mr Stefansson lived in the white land of the Eskimo. He learned 
their traditions and absorbed their customs. Out of "billed 
tion and study, he sets forth his famous discovery of the 
"Blond Eskimo". The story of their origin, traiUng back to the 
vast migrations before the dawn of civilization, reads like a 

romance. 

You will find Mr* Stefansson’s work a most unusual book. 
With its many illustrations, its exciting tales of advance, its 
extremely important record of discoveries, ^ “FE WIJHTHE ESKIMO 
is a volume you will keep and reread. We will be glad to send you 
a copy by return mail (postage free) on receipt of your order on 

Very truly yours, 

Please send me Vilhjalmur Stefansson’s MY LIFE WITH THE ESKIMO 
(postage free) I enclose my check for ?4.00 

Address. 



!.!aroh 25,1919. 

Hr. C. E. Speirs, 
o/o D. Van Kostrand Co... 
25 ^ark Place, 
How York, II.Y. 

My dear Hr. Speirs: 

Hr. Edison has.quite a large 
number of volumes of the Philosophical Hagazine, 
which' is published in London. There are a few 
unbound volumes which X want to complete, but 
there are a few numbers missing. 

Hr. Edison stated that you would probably 
be able to pick them up for him either in How York 
or London, but he does not wish to pay any extravagant 
prices for these numbers. 

The numbers we want to get are as follows: 

PHILOSOPHTSAT. MAOAEII!E: 

■' Year: 1906" - October, December; 
" 1907 - January,February,Urroh,November; 
" 1909 - December; 
" .1910 June, August; 
" 1912 - - Hay, September; 
" .1913 - February.April,Hay; 
- ' 1915 - November; 

„ " 1916 - Hay; 
". 1918. - Hay,June; , ' 

Will you plen-30 see what you oan do.- 

Yours very-truly, . „ 

Assistant to Hr. Edison. 

A/6810. 



SCIENCE, INDUSTRY.TECHNOLOGY. ENGINEERING, MILITARY. NAVAL 

25 PARK PLACE NEW YORK 
March 27, 1919. 

Mr. Wm. H. Meadoworoft, 
Laboratory of Thomas A. Edison, 
Orange, N.J. 

My dear Mr. Meadoworoft, 

I have your letter of the 25th, and note your 

desire to complete Mr. Edison's file of the philosophical 

Magazine, and will endeavor to obtain as many of these 

here as practicable and the balance from abroad. I 

doubt, however, if many of these are available here. 

With regards, believe me to be. 

Very truly yours, 

7 . 

Hesdqp&rters for Military and Nas.'ml B®@ks since IBS© 



Director, 
U. S. Geological Survey, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Sir:- 

IVill you kindly send me. copy of Professional 

Paper Ko. 109, and oblige, 

Yours very truly, 

Thos. A. Ed 

i • . . , lito U. 8. C. 
| .b.irvey. If y 

iL&mt about tiu) 
Klaiiso Inolose tills 

, -p/§0>\ 



D. VAN NOSTRAND COMPANY, 
• Publishers and Importers of Scienlific and Practical Books, 

°' B°X ,74’’ Now York .ft.., 90- 

Dear Sir: , 
Kindly advise us if you desire your subscription 

to .O 

renewed. A prompt reply will prevent any interruption in the receipt 

of numbers:""^x 

OnO Yours truly. 
D. VAN NOSTRAND CO. 



April 21,1910. 

Ur. J. S. Edstrom, 

Vestera.s, Sweden. 

Dear Ur. Kd3trom: 

On my return from Florida I have 
found the beautifully bound hook. The Journal of 
the Society of Electrical Engineers oi oweden,1917- 
1918, containing an article about myself. 

Allow me to extend my sincere thanks to 
vou for your courtesy in complimenting me with this 
copy of your Journal. As a specimen of the book- 

■ binders art. it is aery beautiful, and I am glad of 
its addition to my personal library. Your i.indness 
is much appreciated. 

Yours very truly. 

i/6979 



[ATTACHMENT/ENCLOSURE] 

"Vs 

, u. apropos ) 
l" 

Inoaudesoent Lamp, 

purposely for Edions'3 70th birthday, 

& 

The v.'orld renowned American Inventor, Thomas Alva Edison, 
became seventy years old Feb. 12th. It is a well known 
fast that he deserves to be culled the greatest benefactor 
of this generation, for all of the inventions he lias given 
to the civilization and the world- 

t 
§ 

^ $ 

;£ ft 
A s 
1J 
J r~ 

The greatest of all his inventions is, no doubt, the incan¬ 
descent lamp. Especially for us, this invention is of tho 
most importance, and therefore will we, with few lines, 
mention the invention of the same. 

We rogret that space will not permit us to write of ilr. 
Edison's life and his work, which would he of the most in¬ 
teresting nature to all. 

In tho latter part of the year 1870, kr. Edison decided to 
solve tne problem of the incandescent lamp. Engineers and 
professional men laughed at him and at his idea that he 
thought he could force electric energy in a glass ball and 
make it glow. Mr. Edison did not pay the slightest atten¬ 
tion to his critics, but said that he was going to do what 
could not be done. 

Together, with his assistants, he worked night and day, 
week ufter week, month after month, to solve that problem 
which could not be done. 

We could see that it was carbon that we had to us a'.' said 
kr. Edison at the 'World Exposition in San Francisco, in 
1015, when the invention of the incandescent lamp was mention 
od. The next question was, what kind of carbon could be 
used, and how to make it. I experimented with many subject 
until I picked up a discarded old Japanese bamboo fan, out a 
small piece therofrom, and it carbonized. I found here 
Just what 1 had boen seeking in thousands of experiments. 
The most practical fibre I found later to be tho fine threads 
under the scale of a certain specie of bamboo. 

how the problem was practically solved, but of course a good 
deal of v/ork had to bo done yet, to make the lamp practical 
for commercial purposes. A complete system of daistrbution 
insu lation, meters and dynamos had to be constructed. One 
time Mr. Edison said, when he had all these ideas and diffi¬ 
culties to overcome, "My idea has all this time been on a 
control distribution station of 110 volts - why 110 volts ? - 
I do not know, but this figure stood in my mind, and by my 
calculation I came to the conclusion that by using such high 
potential, tho copper quantity could be overcome and would 
not be prohibitive." 



[ATTACHMENT/ENCLOSURE] 



CHARLES S. PRATT 
New and Old Books, Stationery, Blank Books 

31 SIXTH AVE. (N«.,iahSu NEW YOR 
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THE SONG LORE 

OF IRELAND 

REDFERN MASON 

THE music of Ireland, which is the ex¬ 
pression of . the Gaelic spirit,;;'! tells the 

; , history of the Irish people with a . passion 
and- picturesqueneiss ‘of detail.; that ; the 

chronicles of the historian , cariiiot equal.1 



DEPARTMENT COMMERCE 

Mr. Thomas A. Edison, V_ 
Llwellyn Park, 

Orange, H.J. subject: "The Principles Underlying 
. Radio Communication . 

.are sending under separate cover a copy ofa 
+ f-is Bureau entitled "The Principles Underlying Radio 

in which you find the hook, unsatisiactory. 
Respectfully, 

W“trSlrl.. ' BURM0 OF 
Underlying Radio ' 



April 23,1919. 

Hr. Charles S. Pratt, 
161 Sixth Ave.. 

How York, 11.Y. 

Dear llr. Pratt: 

I received your note of April 21st, 
and have consulted with Mr. Edison. He wants two 
of the hooks you mention, namely, "Joyce - Irish Uu3ic 
and Song, a collection of songs in Gaelic, set to 
musio, 43.50". "More Gaelic Songs and Music - Dallin, 
$3.50". 

Enclosed is our check for $7.00 in payment 
of these two hooks. Will you please send them to me 
parcel po_st, insured, addressing the package: 

#. H. Meudowcroft, 
Edison Laboratory, 

Orange, H.J. 

Yours for the Victory Loan, 

Assistant to Mr. Edisoh. 

A/7003. 

Enclosure. 



April 25,1919. 

Dr. S. W. Stratton, - 
Bureau of Standards, 

Washington, D.C. . 

. Dear Dr. Stratton:- 

Your Department kindly sent me 
a copy of a book prepared at your Bureau, entitled 
"The Principles Underlying Radio Communication". 
This is the greatest book on this subject that I have 
ever read, and I want to congratulate you and your 
Bureau on its production. 

Usually, books on radio communication are 
fairly bristling with mathematics, and I am at a loss 
in trying to read them. This book., which your Bureau 
ha3 sent me, is simple, and I have enjoyed reading it. 
I know a great deal more about the subject now than- 
I over did before. 

Yours sincerely. 

A/7012. 



DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

BUREAU OF STANDARDS 

WASHINGTON 

/J 

May 1, 1919. 

Mr. ThomaB A. Edison, 

Orange, New Jersey. 

Dear Mr. Edison: 

I wish to thank you very much for Y°ur le1:Jer. ofn__ „ 
April 35th, in which you so kindly commend the hook, The 
Principles Underlying Radio Communication", which was Pre¬ 
pared. at this Bureau. Your approval of the hook is greatly 
appreciated. 

This text was prepared for use at camps in the train¬ 
ing of drafted men for the radio service of the Signal 
Corps, and was written under the pressure of military 
exigency. For this reason, some subjects may not have 
reoeived aB adequate treatment as they ehould have been 
accorded. I shall he very grateful to learn of any sug¬ 
gestions or criticisms which may ooour to you as you 
examine the hook. 

With kindest personal regards, I remain 

Very sincerely yours. 



General Electric Company 
120 BROADWAY, NEW YORK 'Yv 

Hay 1, 1919 

Bear ilr» Edison, 

I return the hook which you were good 

enough to let me have yesterday. I have read this 

through with rauoh interest, and have bought a copy 

that X may study it more thoroughly at my leisure. 

'A.nMng you for your kindness, I am 

yours very truly, 



Secretary, 
American Institute of lining iingineers, 
29 y/o3t, 3'Jth Street, 
New York, II.Y. 

Dear Sir:- 

V.q have received your circular concerning 

the Index to Volumes 36 to 55. I>'.r. jviison ha.-i an 

impression that ho gets those Index Books aa a Momber 

of the Institute. Is this correct? 

Yours very truly, 
and Yours for the Victory Loan, 

Assistant to lar. Kdiaori. 

A/7076 
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New Alphabetical and Analytical^ 

| INDEX . ; 

'. To Volumes XXXVI to LV—1905 to 1916 

« Transactions of the American Institute of Mining Er 

P In the compilation of this index, the si 
« lowed that characterized the index to the f 
% that is. 

idea has been fol- 
thirty-five volumes; 
of authors and titles . in a mere index of_ __ 

\ i of papers. Every important topic under consideration, whether by 
V J the author of a paper or by one of its discussers, is introduced under 
^ * such key-word as will enable an engineer to locate the desired in- 

" kiformation with the minimum expenditure of time. The amount of 
1 cross-referencing, also, is sufficiently exhaustive to insure that any 
'^desired information in the Transactions can be found immediately. 
R It should be noted that the index consists of a single, consecu- 
3 five, alphabetic list of titles and topics, authors and discussers, not 
f separate lists of each. The style of presentation has also been im¬ 
proved, we believe, by setting each item on a line by itself, not & $gr grouped into paragraphs, as in the earlier index. 

himself whether or not the Transactions contain the information 
he needs, and, if he is not within easy reach of one of the 150 libra¬ 
ries where the Transactions are available for reference (see Year 
Book), a line to the Secretary of the Institute will bring further ad- 
*-the length and general character of the article in question. 



THE STORY OF ELECTRICITY 

T. GOMMERFORD MARTIN 
STEPHEN LEIDY COLES 

.1'. TliOlwts A. Uillson 

Dear Sir: 

ljiOCTllIOITY where- 
made. A work of 

at den-anil after 

ng about 200 full 

■self r jral 

; of another photograph of your- 

IVe are at the point in publishing Ti;>0 ‘■.Tc -'V 
in v:e must decide upon the number of books 
tills kind is too expensive to anticipate ur 
its publication. 

The book will contain nearly 1000 pages, ii 
pages of steel engravings, photogravures ai 

Needless to say there are many references t- „- 
pages are devoted exclusively to a sketch written by ..r. martin 
and approved by your office. There is also a steel engraving to¬ 
gether with a full-page half-r- 
self. 

The larger companies in the electrical field have ( 
for from 25 to 100 copies of the look which are to 
a selected list or names. Some of the companies In 
send there to educational institutions throughout tl 
to their own various representatives and offices, i 
lists of institutions that should still be srpnliei 

The book sells for $15 per copy. We should be glu 
many copies to you, or to send them out with your 
various schools or any where else, as you see Tit 
You will, of course, realise the success of this w 
the circulation and through that medium the editor 
ers can realize some returns for their several y'o 

omuljmonts t 

rfc depends i 



Kay 10,1919. 

Hr. K. K. Kr.ro,7, 
Business Manager, 
Editorial Offices of 
"The Story of Electricity, 
711 Tribune Bid7-, 
Haw York, K.Y. 

Dear Sir:- 

Your letter of May 7th was received and 
shown to Mr. Edison, as Ipromised you. 

He v'ishos me to call your attention- to the 
foot that he gave !.',r. Martin and Mr. Coles vbOO towards 
the publication of "The Story of Electricity", 
was in December, 1917. 
that he haH extended t 

This 
Mr. Edison thinks, thcrefox-e, 

i helpful hand already. 

In addition, Mr. Edison is willing to take 
five conies of "The Story of Electricity" at tflo per 
copy. These can be delivered hero at the Laboratory 
when the book is published. You had bettor sent them 
addressed to me, and also enclose a bill for ny attention 
so that the mattor may roocivo the proper attention. 

Yours very truly, - 

Assistant to Mr. Edison. 

A.7134. 



V 

May 10,1919. 

Mr. C. E. Speirs, 
c/o D. Van Hostrand Co., 
25 Park Plane, 
New York, II.Y. 

My doar Mr. Spoira: 

Will you please fo.rv.Yrd to me a ocpy 

of "The Mystery of Matter and Energy" by Albert C. Crehoro, 

Ph.D. 

Kindly charge this to Thos. A. Edison and send 

the bi 11 also to me. 

Youra 'ainoeroly. 

Assistant to Mr. Edison. 

A/7148 
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172 Pages *'AX![, Illustrated Cloth 

theJm'yster^ 
MATTER'AND ENER( 
recent Progress as to rki 

vferURElOF MATTER 
, (/BY . 

- AEB'ERT a CREHOIIE, Ph.D. 

The nvowed object ofUbls boolf lijyjin {,tt™[}{n|°tJt“t® Je'^ntement'w'u! 
nve° tot™u!,1rendL'\lii!0fu!ubinienti'iir nll-ombraeing cluimctM of the iiroblem, 
?lmling In the fliml muilysis nil other physical problems. The account is 
•Itlen In rai<lnble style. Intended for the general render who desires to lenrn 

"KMZSFJSfZ,wbi0,,^S5SST.~ M 
>rk of the author. Some account of this work Is given In the « “r 1 

uie hook, but no nmthenuitical symbols have been introduced In 
whole being presented as a continuous story from beginning to on 

Some parts of the book give an account of r"- " 
solution of the problem 

s. The general 

the electro-magnetic equations of 
• d some of the consequences are 

this Is that the velocities of the dismissed, "'one^ of the results that follow from this Is that 
electrons In rings such as are supposed to make up the atoms can bo cnkuiated. 
It shows that this velocity must be n constant Independent of the radius o* the 
orbit and dependent only upon the number of electrons In the ring. Another 
result of it is that, when the orbits of two such electrons n 
apart, the force between them varies Inversely ns the soi 
between their centers, thus suggesting that the cause of th 
Is associated with the revolution of the electrons In the atoms 01 mam-r. un 
finding of these inverse square terms Is new. Another result ol this solution If 
that there has developed a method by which we may eventually lean' «»■ 
character of the chemical elements constituting the interior of the earth. 

1 innv he Interested In n new presentation of the standard ox 

problem Immediately before 

D. VAN NOSTRAND COMPANY 
PUBLISHERS AND BOOKSELLERS 

25 Park Place.New York 



I am aending you/under separate 

cover the "Hecolleotions of Von Siemens" in English. 

I am trying to get another copy of this in English, 

so that I can give you one of them, hut up to the 

present time I have not been able so to do; so I am 

sending you my office copy to read, and in the mean¬ 

time trust you will enjoy the same as much as I did. 

With lots of love to yourself and 

family, in which Mrs. Hitchcock, joins me, I remain 

Yours very affectionately, 

A/yf". " /Vr' 
Mr. Thomas A. Edison, 
Llewellyn Park, 
Orange,H. J. 



May 15,1919 

Mr. H. X. Hitcheook, 
Pittsburgh Plate 

Pittsburgh, 
Jlass Co., 
?a. 

r. Hitchcock: 

Your letter 
raison was received and giver: 
"Recollections of Von Siemens 
to thank you for your kindness 
that he has read this hook, 
you b.y Parcel Post, insured. 

of 
to hi 

and 

iy 10th to Mr. 
i‘. also the 
ile wishes me 

■jO say to you 
returning it 

Yours very truly. 

Assistant to Mr. rial son. 

A/7157 





F. W. ROBINSON. Pt EDWARD O. NELLIS. Vic«-/Y*». «C Stc’u RALPH REINIIOLD. Tr> 

The Chemical Catalog Company, inc. 
Publishers of the 

CHEMICAL ENGINEERING CATALOG 
ONE MADISON AVENUE 

NEW YORK July nh> 1919. 

AMERICAN INSTITUTE 
•/ 

CHEMICAL ENGINEERS 

ARTHUR D. LITTLE 

WILLIAM H. NICHOLS 

/Vo 
&&■ 

Attached please find a sample page of our < 
CONDENSED CHEMICAL DICTIONARY, which will he ready for 
delivery in September. / ^ 

As the /izo of the first edition of this/Lp/ /> 
valuable reference work will be limited, and will be itCf 
determined by the number of advance orders received be¬ 
fore July 25th, it/will be necessary for you to let us 
have your order an or before that date to insure your \ 
being able to obtain a copy or copies of this edition. V 

/The Dictionary contains the names and 
UBBB of approximately 7,000 chemicals and their synonyms, 
together wi/fh such other information as is indicated on the 
attached sample page. 

/ It will be a volume of about 500 pages, 
6x9 inches in size. The prioes are as given on the 
attached order form, and special attention is directed to 
the discounts on quantity orders. 

j . Many firms who have seen advanced proofs 
tell us that they will require several copies for their 
different departments, branch offices and laboratories. 
As there is a saving to us in handling quantity orders, 

have decided to pass this saving along in the form of 
discounts to firms who wish to order a number of copies at 

time. 

Hoping we will have the pleasure of receiv¬ 
ing your order in the near future, we are 
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Abelmosehus (Musk mallow; Musk seed, Uses^ MiScincradlicsives. 

SSferjr 

Specimen Page 
of the 

Condensed Chemical Dictionary 

Index S6.00 per copy. Special discounts on quantity orders. 
Book Department 

The CHEMICAL CATALOG COMPANY, Inc. 
rtvrt? KT.vniqoM AVENUE. NEW YORK 



Ur. C. IS. Spiers, 
o/o B. Van I.’ostrand Co., 
25 Park Place, 
How York, li.'i. 

tty dear Hr. Spiers: 

Bo you h&prien to h': ve on hard a 
copy of "Halting Points end. Billing Points" by Carnally. 
This is a large book, about lb inches square ana about 
1-t inches thick in two volumes. If so, will you please 
let me know the price of it. • 

If you do not h-.ppan to have it, you might 
have one of your young man tale a look around an;i see 
if it i’3 av liable at y.ny second-hand book store that 
you deal with. 

In this case, it might be well to s.y to you 
that we already have the second voiutie, and if your 
young u.'.n handers to run across that ono volume, that 
should be Volume ilo. 1, it would am ut su.it us. 

With kind regards, I remain. 

Sincerely yours, 

Assistant to Mr. idison. 
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The New Heoublie,' 
421 W.21st Street, 

Hew York, IT.Y- 

Gehtlemen: 

Yonr circular letter addr^sod tc hr. 

Edison ha3 been received. Us wisher me to enter 

a subscription for him for the "Ueiv Republic" for 

a year. V/ill you pleooe address the paper: 

( Thom A. Edison, > ) 
( ) 
( Oran>?s, U,J. ) 
( Atteii: ) 
( Ur.Licndov,-croft: < ) 
(___) 

If you will send your bill to mo for this 

subscription, I will have our Oashior sent you oheolt 

to cover. 

Yours very truly, 

Assistant to Mr. Edison. 
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They Say 
r ^ ‘■V K ( 

4(X4.v RV ^«T( «C •-■'^< 

The New Republic is honest, thoughtful and illuminating, and it does not court 
cheap popularity. R- P«»°» Culling. 

The best balanced organ of liberal thought in American journalism. 

ciation of thousands oi 
New Republic. You a 
and sentiment. 

ticn, of the stirring, powe 

be for The New Republic. I already receiv 
id and I swore I would not add another to th 

____jnsign them all with one or two exceptions t 
t if I have The New Republic. Margdret Deland. 

The New Republic is absolutely free—spiritually, intellectually, and politically. It 
is unafraid, and boldly assumes the responsibilities of leadersl^nsItwjlsicg°°Q 

longer^serve a^usefuf purpose/0^ me ^ ^ ™tS ^ Hon. Everett Colby. 

I find it difficult not to throw everything else aside to read The New Republic 
whenever it comes out. Its progress has been a constant crescendo. 

Samuel A. Lcwisohn. 

The New Republic gives me just what I wanted clear, sane, In 
views of current questions and events. After a week of daily n< 

The New Republic irritates and entertains; it does not soothe or preach. It is 
straightforward, recent thinking, addressed to readers who prefer having their 

Sane, logical and sugg^tively hd.pful. ^ ^ ^ ^ c<> 

The New Republic is of real benefit in helping to appreciate the significance of 
the serious political and economic ItM. 

We Say 
The proof of the paper is in the reading.. The surest, quickest, safest, most profit¬ 

able way to join our circle of readers and friends is to accept one of the important 

offers on the reverse side of this page. 



V 

August 23,1919. 

MacMillan Company, 
64 Fifth Ave. , 

How York, H.Y. 

Pear Sirs: 

Ur. Edison desires to have you 3end him 

Pr. HcCollom’s book "Our Newer Knowledge of Nutrition" 

which he understands is published by your Company. 

In order to make sure that the book reaches 

him, please address it: • 

( Thomas A. Edison, ) 
j ) 
{ Orange, II.J. ) 
( * 
i Atten:Ur.I.leadowo roft. ) 

If you will send bill to me I will see that 

check is forwarded for same. 

Yours very truly. 

Assistant to Mr. Edison. 
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Mutv&: icJation 'W-' 

A. August 26, 1919. 

I ... 

/o^t President, 
Thomas A. Edison Co., 
Orange, IT.J. 

Dear Sirs- 

Be are enclosing a little pamphlet, in 
which extracts from letters from some of America's 
leading financiers and captains of industry have ex¬ 
pressed their opinions about the little book "Mutual 
Interests of Labor and Capital" written by former 
Senator George W. Cartwright, of California. 

The book has reached its third edition, 
is tremendously popular among those who have read 
it, and we believe is doing a world of good in break¬ 
ing down the unfounded prejudice among working men 
against their employers. 

Thousands of copies have been purchased and 
presented to the employees by employers throughout 
the country and the employers uniformly report in¬ 
creased efficiency and highly beneficial results. 

Re urge you to read the enclosed pamphlet 
from cover to cover, then order the number that you 
can use among your employees. All profits arising 
from the sale of this book are used by this associa¬ 
tion in its propoganda work. Be have a staff of 
lecturers in the field and will increase the number. 

Please let us hear from you by return mail. 

Tours to command, 

Wi 
e 

H' . H dc 

bt —- 



Westiiighouse Electric & Manufacturing Company 
V. East Pittsburgh, Pa. 

September 
Fifteenth 
19 19 

Mr. Thomas A. Edison, 

Orange, N. J. 

My dear Mr. Edison:- 

The company, with which X am 

connected, has been kind enough to collect my var¬ 

ious papers in book form. X am sending you under 

separate cover a special copy, thinking that you 

might be interested, in some idle moment,, in glanc¬ 

ing through it. * ^ ' 

Very truly /you^s, iM 

if ^ (/ 

Chief Engineer. 





October 17,1919 

University of Chicago Preen, 
Chioago, Illinois. 

Gentlemen! 

Enclosed is your blank requesting that you 

enter subscription of Hr. Thomas A. Edison to the Journal of Geology 

for one year from date, mailing it addressed to: 

Ur. Thomas A. Edison, 
V.ost orange, Hew Jersey 

r'or attention Mr. IV.K. Meadoworoft. 

Iff. Edison's oheok for $4.00 is enclosed here¬ 

with. 

Very truly yours. 

Copy to Mr. Meadoworoft 



Mr. C. E. Speirs, 
D. Van Postrand Co., 
#25 Park Place, 
Pew Xork City. 

My dear Mr. Speirs: 

Mr. Edison wants mo to write to you and say 

teat he finds in.Olsen's Chemical Annual that Hieke1 Sulphate is very 

soluble in alcohol. Mr. Edison says that he has tasted this assertion . 

and finds that Nickel Sulphato is not soluble in alcohol at all, and he 

suggests that you should correct it in the not edition. 

Yours very truly. 

Asst, to Mr. Edison. 

Edi phoned: 24 



AN® BOOKSELLERS;, 
SCIENCE, INDUSTRY.TECHNOLOOV, ENGINEERING, MILITARY. 

25 PARK PLACE 

Mr. ’.Vm. H. Meadowcroft, 
laboratory, fhoa. A.Edison, 
Orange, N. J. 

NEW YORK 

Oct. 2:), 1913 

Dear Sir: 

V/e are in receipt of your letter of the 

27th instant addressed to Mr. Speirs^wno is out of 

town for a few days. 

In his absence, we wish to extend our 

thanks to Mr. Edison for his kindness in bringing 

to our attention the inaccuracy which occurs in the 

"CHEMICAL ANHUAL" with reference to the solubility 

of Nickel Sulphate. 

Very truly yours, 

D. VAN IJ0S2RAHD COMPANY''. 

J?BH:GAS 

Hsadqpairiteirs fojr Militt&Ey smA Mawl B®®Iks simc© lS§d 



D. VAN NOSTRAND COMPANY, 25 Park Place, New 

-Boor .air: 

York 

~v 
SeforrluG to 7«ur order of July 28-th, 

for Carnetiy's "fie! ting roints", we regret to 
udviso that v.e have just received advices from 
our London Agents that they are unaale to lo¬ 
cate this? title, and for that reason are un.i/lo 
to make delivery. However, if you have any 
further information concerning this title, v.e 
v.oui d oe pleased to receive it, so that we muy 
renew our efforts to secure you a copy of the 
work. 

Yours very truly, D. VAN NOSTRAND 





G7&3 373 FOUIITH AVKNUIS, 

My aear Sir: 

Bo you know of anyone who is oolleoting 

hooks on electricity or telegraphy? 

X have an exceedingly interesting hook, 

dated 1694 written hy Lord Bishop of Chester, London, 

entitled - 

"Mercury" 

"The Secret and Swift Messenger" 

"How a man may, with privacy ana speed, 
communicate his thoughts to any friend 
at any distance". 

Yours very truly, 



December 27,191 

Mr. C. H. Clifford, 
c/o Clifford and Lev.’ton, 
373 Fourth Ave., 
Haw York, N.Y. 

Daur Sir:- 

Yonr lattar of December 21st to Mr. Edison 
was received and brought to his personal attention. 
He is not interested in the purchase of the book you 
refer to. He suggests that possibly it might be 
well for you to bring the matter of this book to 
the attention of the Secrets y of the Society of 
m»ntrical Engineers. 29 'West j9th Street, lew York. 

Yours very truly. 

Assistant to Ur. Edison. 



CHEMICAL 
& METALLURGICAL 
ENGINEERING 

BRANCH OFFICES: 

SAN FRANCISCO. 
LONDON. ENGLAND 

PUBLICATION OFFICES: IOth AVENUE AT 36th STREET. NEW YORK 

SUbjoct: 
Passing a good thing along 

Chemical and Metallurgical Engineering asks 
your cooperation in a matter that concerns our mutual 
interest and profit. 

The splendid response which our subscribers 
are giving to our efforts to serve them indicates that 
our service is of definite value to them. 

It also encourages us to believe that there 
are many others whom we might help on their problems, 
if we could just get to them a personal word on the 
manifold advantages of a subscription to Chemical and 
Metallurgical Engineering. 

TMX-2 



CONTROL OF> 
HEREDITY^ 

By Casper L. Redfield 
'After nearly twenty years of misunderstanding and misrepresen¬ 

tation, the principles of Race Improvement first set forth in this book 
arc beginning to gain recognition and support in the scientific world. A 
work which can withstand the criticisms and denunciations of orthodox 
and dogmatic science, and con gain support where before it met only 
opposition, must be founded on real merit. Such a work is set forth in 

CONTROL OF HEREDITY 
a book which deals principally with human beings, but which goes far 
enough into the lower animals to make it evident thnt the principles 
involved arc fundamental in living tilings. 

It is acknowledged thnt men rose by evolution from some animal 
less intelligent than we arc; that fast trotters were evolved from slow 
borscs; that domestic cows which produce vast quantities of milk arc 
descended from wild cows which produced only small quantities; and 
that ninny other animals have been similarly improved in their heredi¬ 
tary qualities. 

HOW DO WE GET SUCH IMPROVEMENTS? 
Darwin docs not tell us, because selecting an improvement is not 

Darwin disclaimed any knowledge of the mutter, or any theory in re¬ 
gard to it. when lie stated thnt we are wholly ignorant of why one 
race of men has risen from savagery and another has not. And Men¬ 
del does not tell us, because the Mcndelinn theory relates only to com¬ 
binations of things which previously existed m ancestors. To bring 
about such improvements, it must lie possible for parents to transmit 
to their olTspriug more than they inherited from their ancestors. 





As showing the wonderful vnluo to, nnd endorsement by, most of 
tlio editors of the lending scientific journals of Amoricn, there has 
been published a total of more than 190 original contributions by 
Casper L. Redficld on different angles of those subjects. The following 
list shows their high character nnd standing: 

CONTROL OF HEREDITY 
Size, 7x9 inches, 343 Pages, handsomely bound in cloth, sent prepaid 

on receipt of price, $2.00. Address 

HEREDITY PUBLISHING COMPANY 
[Not Inc.] 

ALFRED C. CLARK, Director 

333 South Dearborn Street, Chicago, Ill. 



THE SCRIBNER 
FIFTH AVENUE AT 48th STREET 

BOOKSTORE 
NEW YORK CITY 

Carries on Us shelves 
all publishers, includin 
Rnre books and prints r 

11 times a representative stock ot the books of 
'eekly importations front England and France, 
i specialty. Mail orders given prompt attention. 

Theodore Roosevelt’s Last Published Message to America 

“Only those are fit to live 
who <h> not fear to hits ami 

shrunk from the joy of life 
and the duty of life. Both 
life and death arc parts of 
the same Great Adventure. 
Never vet was worthy ad¬ 
venture" worthily carried 
through hy the man who 
put his personal safety first. 
Never yet was a country 
worth living in unless its 

country worth dying for un- 

lhoughl of life not as some¬ 
thing concerned onlv with 
the selfish evanescence of ihe 

'Tttat^hol^wl'io'e Piifi 

that stern stuff which hade them die 
for it at need; anti never yet was a 

tile whole." 
—From “V/ic Grail Adn’iiliiri:.” 

Theodore Roosevelt’s Last Book 

The Great Adventure 
Present-Day Studies In American Nationalism 

This volume-dedicated to all who in this war have paid with their bodies 
for their souls’ desirc-contains Colonel Roosevelt’s most 
the World War. He tells why men are willing to give heir lives WU;’ 
sons for this great adventure. Ho takes occasion to particularly castigate p.mor 
Bolshevists”—those self-styled intellectuals who play with treason under the name 
of internationalism. Si.oo net 

OTHER BOOKS BY THEODORE ROOSEVELT 

A B\VUh"a*colorcif tallpta ’a" lltalm-1 Aa acccig&mS 
Svo ff'iKir'ltSvm"uml’Jlhcr .nei.bers ..f .be 

America and the World War. 12mo S1.00 expedition and 8 photogravures from drawing* b> 
, Through the Brazilian Wilderness 1‘,,,UP R> Goomv,N- V" 
( With illustrations from photograph* by Kkkmit Outdoor Pastimes of on American Hunter 
\ Roost.vt t.T and other members of the expedition. # |n(istratefi. gvo Sj-S° 

•-^Large 8vo 5,00 _ „ 
Life-Historica of African Came Animals ^ ^ ^ 

...iHi'i fromthebest Kngtish collection 
The Rough Riders ^ ^ .lorimit fi 



ANNOUNCING ANDRE CHERADAME’S NEW BOOK 

The 
Essentials of an Enduring Victory 

By Andre Cheradame 

A Sharp Warning at the Moment 

When It Is Most Needed 

If we arc to iivuiil llie danger result ill); 
from the erroneous belief that the signing of _ . ..__ 
the armistiee means a complete victory for tin ir-ii'SrvS'S—S'- ~£1 I 
Allies, we must be brought face to lace with 
ami to a full appreciation of the unseen forces still working to turn Allied victory 

into actual defeat. 
The present volume reveals particularly how the Germans are even yet 

manipulating Allied public opinion, how they are maiiieuvring to seize industrial 
and financial supremacy in the reorganized slate of alTairs, how they are planning, 
really, to turn defeat into victory. 

The volume is especially vital at the present moment. It should be carefully 
read and considered by all who wish to follow with understanding the peace con¬ 

ferences at Paris. 
Si.50 ml 

The Pan-German Plot 

Unmasked 

Berlin'* Formidable Peace Trap of 
" The Drawn War ” 

"It is by all means the most preg¬ 
nant volume on tile deeper issues of the 
war that has come under our eyes. It 
is a hook that every one should read and 
think about."- Boston Transcript. 

Seventh Printing. Si .50 net 

The United States and 
Pan-Germania 

“M. Cheradame's book ought to be 
read by every congressman, by every 
newspaper editor, and by every other 
person who has any influence upon pub¬ 
lic opinion, for it gets at the bottom of 
the real issues ill the war ifnil points the 
way to the only kind of a peace which is 
worth while.” 

Philadelphia Evening l.eilger. 

Si.25 net 



NEW SCRIBNER PUBLICATIONS AND IMPORTATIONS 

Another Sheaf 

By John' Galsworthy 

This is another volume of Mr. Galsworthy’s charming 
and characteristic essays and studies, but it has a more timely 
and practical interest than usual in that it is so largely 
concerned with questions material and artistic, or recon¬ 
struction; and it has a more special interest for Americans 
in that many of its studies deal with American standards, 

intellectual and practical. Among the titles are: "American ami Briton,” "The 
Drama in England and America." "Impressions of France,” “Balance Sheet of 
Soldier Workman,” "The Bond," etc. 

NEW AND RECENT SCRIBNER PUBLICATIONS 

Hospital Heroes 
11 y Kmzaiiicth 11 LACK 

ll is a line tribute to the spirit of the wmiiuleil, 
to hospital devotion, that slamis forth on the 
background of these experiences of an American 
girl in a front-line hospital on the Aisne for ten 
months before and during the great German 
drive last spring. The writer makes vivid the 
humor and pathos in the day-by-day hospital 
round; she has a poignant sense for the sublime 
in gavety that masks sacrifice and for impres¬ 
sions that dot lie with charm a narrative that is 
always most readable ami that is one of the in¬ 
spiring memorials of the war. 

The Soul of Denmark 

By Shaw Desmond 

The author here depicts, with rapid and skilful touches, the Danish attitude 
toward life, and shows its manifestations in literature, art, religion, politics, busi¬ 
ness, agriculture, sex relations, and society in general. Of the easy-going, good- 
natured, pleasure-loving, cultivated, and skeptically tolerant Danish nation lie 
gives an attractive though critical account. 

S3.00 mi 

Garden Ornament 

By Gertrude Jkkyi.l 

The right use of water ill the garden; the happy employment ot steps and gateways; the 
skilful placing of garden houses, suit-dials, anil seats; the definite value and proper construc¬ 
tion of pergolas; the use uf climbing plants; the wanton growth and misuse of ivy and other 
creepers are all depicted and described in nil authoritative and exhaustive manner. 

Examples are furnished front the finest gardens in the country ot entrance gates, steps, 
balustrailing, stone-paved courts, garden houses, fountains, garden canals, lead-work, statu¬ 
ary, dovecotes, hedges, flower borders, and all that goes to make English gardens the most 
beautiful gardens in the world. 

The usefulness and beauty of the illustrations are liul partly disclosed in the specimen 
pages of this prospectus, hut it is believed that sufficient is shown to insure an eager welcome 
for file hook at the hands of every true garden lover. 

Contains 600 superb illustrations. S 28.00 

Soldier Silhouettes 

By William L. Stidgkr 
"Teems with incidents that form all in¬ 

teresting.picture of war-time conditions in 
France.”—Philadelphia Keeoril. 

fIIlistraUil. St.25 net 

Our Navy in the War 

By Lawrence I’erry 
“The volume is not only intensely in¬ 

teresting hut also ot 11 decidedly informative 
value.”—■Independent. 

Illustrated. Si.5° net 

The U-Boat Hunters 

By James B. Connolly 
“It is filled with the atmosphere of tile 

salt spray, dense fogs, wide horizons, and 
thrilling moments of chase and battle. And 
the best part of it is that every word is 

'••true.”—Chicago Daily Xacs. 
Illustrated. $1.50 net 

Fighting for Peace 

By Henry van Dyke 

“We could wislt that this little volume 
might he read by every American citizen, 
and not only read by lint written ill the 

heart of every person.” 
—.Veit' York Tribune. 

The Red Flower 

By Henry van Dyke 

breathes fire.”—Book AJews Monthly. 

50 cents net 

Poems by Alan Seeger 

“A hook of verse of rare and delicate 

quality.”—Xew York Herald. 

Eighth Printing. Cloth, S1.30 net 



NEW AND RECENT SCRIBNER PUBLICATIONS STANDARD VOLUMES FROM THE SCRIBNER LIST 

The Only Possible Peace 
By Frederic C. Howe 

Memoirs of Napoleon 
Bonaparte 



RECENT ADDITIONS TO THE SCRIBNER LIST 

In the Wilds of South Psychology and the 
America Day’s Work 
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[ATTACHMENT/ENCL0SURE1 

DUPLICATE—Retain for Your Files 

y of the 11th edition of your Register of American Manufacturers and 



Edison General File Series 
1919. Business Propositions (E-19-11) [not selected] 

This folder contains correspondence asking for Edison's support or 
endorsement of a business venture, invention, or idea. The documents for 
1919 relate to a brick selling proposition, which received a routine response 
stating that Edison never became involved in outside businesses. 



Edison General File Series 
1919. Cement (E-19-12) 

This folder contains correspondence and other documents relating to 
cement technology and to Edison's cement business. Among the items for 
1919 are communications to George Eastman of Eastman Kodak Co., Ernest 
G Liebold of the Ford Motor Co., and other company officials requesting that 

they consider using Edison cement in their new factories. Other 
correspondents include the noted bridge engineer Joseph B. Strauss and 

inventor W. L. Wootton, who patented a cement strengthening compound with 

the assistance of Edison's Legal Dept. 

Approximately 70 percent of the documents have been selected. The 

unselected items consist of letters that did not receive a substantive reply 



Regular /] 

Night Letter □ 

Day Letter □ 

TELEG RAM 

Via.'/egtern Union 

Geo. Easbmun, 
Rochester, H.Y. 

I understand you aye going to put up a big 
building and hope friend Markus hiis been able to* report 
on .Edison cement. For Auld Lang Syne I should be glad 
were so well satisfied that Edison Cement would be used 
Eastman building other things being equal. 

Edison 

4/29/19 191 

L 
concrete 
favorably 
if you 



EASTMAN KODAK COMPANY 

Tho writer is culled y/on to acknowledge your tele- 
/ 

grain of even date to Iftf Eastman us he is out of the oity. 

On inquiry I fi-nd that the report of the cur loud of 

Edison cement recently purchased hue not been made to our 

Engineering Department so that we ounnot advise you at the 

present time what we think of its quality. V.'e shall he 

glad to lay it before Ur. Eastman us soon u3 reported to¬ 

gether with your telegram. 

Your3 very truly, 

east:.;Ah kodak coupaky 

y 'Y 
;'3 General Uanager Ufg. Depts. 
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J MfCLEMENTS MICH JULY E3 1319 

W H MEADOWCROFT, 

Cfi T.-IOG A EXi I SOfi OK A MUG RU 

ANSWER IMG TELEGRAM FROM MR EDISON ■TO/mY DUE TO LABOR TROUBLES A 

POSSIBILE INABILITY TO MAKE DELIVERIES BY OI!E OF MANUFACIURERS 

AV PRESENT FURNISHING CEMENT C/.USED OUR PEOPLE TO ADVERTISE 

WHICH WE BELIEVE WILL HAVE NECESSARY EFFECT UPON OUR PRESENT 

SOURCE HAVE NOTIFIED MR SPARLING TO GIVE YOUR PEOPLE EVERY 

COiiolDLRAt ION btuItVt r(t WILL DU EVERYTHING POSSIBLE VO 

FAVOR YOUR PRODUCT ON FURlHEPj' REQUIREMENTS 

E G LIEBOLD 734A 



July 30,191 

Messrs. lohn and Pink, 
120 William Straet, 

Hew York,' II. Y. 

Gentlemen: 

I have boon informed thut you intend 

to eroot a new build in;; of aonoroto. Possibly 

you may not be aware of the fact, but I have been 

in the business of manufacturing comont for several 

years, and shall be glad to be favored with some 

of your business, prices and quality being equal. 

Yours very truly, 





September 18, 1919. 

Hr. Joseph B. Strauss, 
Ho. 104 3. Hiohigan Ave., 
Chicago, Illinois. 

Bear Slr:- 
Tour letter of September 15, in 

.hi oh ,» r.. •*» »»*»■«»»“ *“ 1 

.. .~»0. “ 
This is not correot. Probably 

someone is nsing ny 
i without authority. 

Yours very truly. 



Ootober 20, 1919 

fir. George 3. McCall, 
Prosidant, Philadelphia- Klactrio Co. , 

• Philadelphia, Pa. 

Liy dear fir. McCall: 

I have been told that your Company 
ia going to erect a concrete building and is in^ 
the’murket for a considerablo q-uantlty of cement. 
Possibly, you may not knot- it, but I have a larg< 
cement mill and want to keep it buoy. 

Kor the aako of auld Ian* ayno I-would 
Ilka to havo a chanco with other bidders, und. 
othor things being oqubl, to do aoma business vi 
you. < 

Very truly yours, 



GKANDTEX COMPASS, me. 

Vanderbilt 794S 

07 D MAIDIISON AVENUE 

new vocm 

December £th, ISIS. 

It 

Mr. Vi. H, keadoweroft. 
Assistant to Tbes. A. Edison, 
Orange, N. J. 

Dear Mr. Lradowcroft: 

I am enclosing a check for the sum of Fifty-five 
Dollars ($55.00) as payment for the services cf Ur. hardy 
of your Legal Department., in connection v.ith n.y patent 
rights on a cement haroening, waterproofing and streng. uen- 
ing compound. 

I am pleased to advise that v.e are making rapid 
progress commercially with this product and receiving favor¬ 
able reports from all engineers and manufacturers who have 
tried it thus far. 

X am deeply interested in the results ol 
Mr. Eiiison1 s tests with the sample I left with you a feu 
months ago and would appreciate any information you care -i 
to give me in reference to the matter. i 

Thanking you for your personal interest in - 
this matter and the courtesies shown me in connection v 

i 
% 

v* 
-43 i o 



December 12, 1919. 

.ir. s.. L. TVootton, 
Granites: Oompuny, Inc., 
£171 iladison Avenue, 
row York City. 

Dear Mr. Hootton: 

I received your letter of Deoembor 9, 

together situ your check for +55.00 in payment for the services 

of Or. Hardy of our Legal Department in connection with your 

patent application. 

Air. Edison cants me to tell you that he has 

had so much serious trouolo with oome of his processes that he 

has not nad time to test out the samples that you gave him, but 

he will do so as 30on as possible. 

With kind regards and good wishOB, 1 remain. 

Sincerely yours, 

Assistant to 24i', Edison. 

Ediphoned i24 



Edison General File Series 

1919. Cement House (E-19-13) 

This folder contains correspondence and other documents relating to 

Edison's well-known idea of using concrete cast in molds as a rapid and 
inexpensive way of constructing durable buildings. Among the items for 1919 

are letters from Edison to friend George F. Kunz and others stating that he 
had been discouraged by the lack of interest in mass production of houses 
when he pursued the project several years earlier. Also included are letters 

from Charles H. Ingersoll regarding the construction of demonstration houses 
at Union, New Jersey, and a request from former Edison company official 
Robert A. Bachman to purchase the cement house patents from Edison. 

Companies represented in the correspondence include Acme Hollow 

Concrete Wall Co. of Easton, Pennsylvania, and Unit Construction Co. of St. 

Louis, Missouri. 

Approximately 10 percent of the documents have been selected. The 

unselected material includes requests for information, along with routine 

replies stating that Edison had never entered into this business and referring 
the writer to Frank D. Lambie and Charles H. Ingersoll. Also not selected are 
the numerous inquiries about Ingersoll's project at Union, which received 

replies stating that Edison was not involved, as well as correspondence 

(unrelated to cement houses) about building a chauffeur's cottage at 

Glenmont, Edison's home in Llewellyn Park. 
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^ 
Llewellyn 
Oran; 

dear !ir. &*-(*i c UU / 

The enclosed A era in to-day* s 
interested me and brought to mind the stands 
houses, whose construction you suggested son 

It seems to me that you are the 
ought tc be called upon to give your opinicr 
York Housing Committee; and I am sending a c 
letter to the Honorable Abraham 1.. SUcus, Ci' 
Reconstruction Commission of the State of i!< 

eoarils, I remain 
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I,lay 22,1919. 

Dr. Geo. F. Kunz, 
405 Fifth Avenue, 

Hew York, II.Y. 

My dear Dr. Kunz: 

Your latter of Way 19th has 
been reoeived. Some five or six years ago I 
took up with builders, real estate men and manu¬ 
facturing ocmpanios, the question ££ quantity 
production of cement houses, but nobody seemed 
to have any. imagination and T became disgusted 
and quit. 

With kindest regards, I remain, 

‘fours si nee roly. 

A/7221. 



AcntP i^laui (Emtrrplp Hall ffln. 

<D*\ 
na,x^ rtpu iftjtsss^Kfeestx' 

July 14, 19M^ A 

„*****&*■* 
P.O.Box 

Thomas A. Edison, 

Orange • N»J» 

Dear Sir, /- 

Are you interested in concrete house Construotion? If youfeyov 

will he glad of an opportunity to inspeot thev walls of a house we 

are building with our Hollow Wall Porms for the Phillipsburg Develop¬ 

ment Company of Phillipsburg. H.J. These wrlls are on Lincoln Street 

and Belvidere Avenue.Phillipsburg , N.J. 

We wish very much to have you see this wall believing that your 

judgement and advice would be of inestimable value to us. 

Walls will be finished and forms stripped Monday July twenty-first 

and walls will be open for inspection until August first. 

We believe we have successfully solved the problem of Concrete 

House Construotion. Come and see. 

Yours truly, 

Acme Hollow Concrete^Well Company, 

O 
JRR:THR 

Acme Hollow Concrete Wall Comp an; 
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July 17,1919. 

Mr. J. H. Richardson, Manager, 
Acme Hollow Concrete Wall Company, 
p.O. Box 294, Easton, fa. 

Your letter of July 14th has been 
received. Ur. Edison is very sorry that he 

^•jru*5r^r«*K?!r:s^«sE 
He wishes me to ask you to kindly 

' -send him photosr.- phs of the finished house 
when convenient. 

Assistant-to Mr. Edison. 

A/7640. 



©f Jndastrial 

Kr. Thoms A. Edison, 
Orange, N. J. 

!iy dear Hr. Edison: 

As you no doubt know, I have been working on cheap 
house construction for several years, and 1 now find if I oould use some 
of your methods which you have patented X oould perfect them and use 
them in connection with my forms; not with a view of using your name in 
any way, but simply having permission to use several things which you have 
oovered with patents. 

If you have no idea of going ahead with the construction 
of conorete houses, would you kindly let me know whether I oould use part 
of the ideas you have now covered. 

Assuring you I would appreciate hearing favorably from 
you and hoping this will find you enjoying good health; and with kindest 
personal regardB to both Mrs. Edison and your good seif, X am 

Very sincerely yours, 

fljLztC 



July 23,191 

Mr. R. A. Bachman, 
Woolworth Building, 

Hew York, IJ.Y. 

Dear Bachman: 

I 'have reooived your letter of July 

22d and am unable to give you the permission you 

ask for. I am negotiating with some parties for 

the sale of the patents, and, of cour3o, cannot 

tie them up in any way. 

Yours very truly. 

A/7579, 



Halifax Hs Sept 7 

Thoe A Edison Orange,EJ. 
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October 6,‘ 1919. 

My dear Mr. Edison: 

We are to pore a little four room Monolithio 
house, coafc'with everything all on, at the 
Self-Masters Colony at union, about six miles 
from your laboratory, on Thursday next, Ootober 
9th, and it is my most earnest desire that you 
be present at any time during that day to suit 
your convenience - the earlier the better. 

If you viill have Mr. Iteadoworoft get in touch 
with Mr. Fowler ^aa early as convenient, I 
shall make it a point to be present with you, 
even though I have to come down from the Catskills, 
where I am goine tomorrow. 

Trusting that you will do me this honor, I am, 

Cordially yours. 

CL* 

l Qrcu^) 7^ 



October 10, 1919 

Dear iir. Edison:- ^ yJUtta 

You can imagine my chagrin on findirig^last 
night the situation of yesterday. It is a comedy of errors 
too long to enter into; primarily the fact that I was in the 
Catskills where communication seems almost impossible. 

However, had I realized that a few invitations 
sent out would have prduced such results, I would have been 
there as a matter of course. 

I will soon avail myself of your cordial invi¬ 
tation to call on you and talk of this and oth-.r interesting 

Again thanking you for the honor you ha 
o and assuring you of its most hearty appreciation, I a 

Very truly yours, 

To 
Kr. Thomas A. Edison, 
West Orange, 
N.J. 
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Unit Construction Company 

CONTRACTING ENGINEERS 

0 

St. Louis 

)}l October 23, 1919. 

Mr. Thomas A. Edison, 
Orange, 
New York. 

Dear Sir:— 

We are forwarding you a report on industrial 
housing Tor unskilled labor at the Youngstown Sheet & 
Tube Company plant. 

Two hundred and eighty one of these houses 
were erected between April and November, 1918. 

The first 146 houses cost $3500.00 per house. 
This cost on the balance of the order was reduced to 
$2340.00 through quantity production. 

Colony layout, architecture, ei 
construction were handled under one profii 

igineering and 
, sharing contract. 

We hope you will be interested in what has l 
1,0,1 on this standardized housing development. 

( 2i^r 
WWB:L 
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Mr. Alfred Holloway, 
83 Bennett Street, 
Roohoster, Ke'» Yorfc. 

Roar Slrt- 
Tour letter of October 20 has boon received 

and brought to Hr. bison's personal attention. Re 

requests us to say that he has never considered saw 

dust as a material for dwelling houses. Concrete Is 

ranch better, and it is cheaper and fire-proof. 

"*■ Yours very truly, 

. Rdison Laboratory. 
Ud ip honed 

25. 



October 31, 1919. 

Unit Construction Co., 
Title Guaranty Bldg., 
St. Louis, lio. 

Gentlemen: 

Ur. Edison desires me to say that he has received 

your letter of October 23 and also the report on industrial housing, nvhioh 

he has examined with a great deal of interest. 

Ho wishes to express the hope that you will soon 

reach quantity production by pouring a complete house in one operation, 

without any extra labor after the moulds are taken off. He thinks that 

they ought to bo poured at a cost of U5JO.OO, ready for occupation, 

and he believes that they should all be single houses, because workmen do 

not care to consider a double house as a home. 

Yours very truly. 

Asst, to Ur. Edison. 

Ediphoned:24 



Edison General File Series 

1919. Charities and Loans (E-19-14) 

This folder contains correspondence and other documents concerning 
Edison’s charitable contributions, financial assistance, and donations of 
equipment. Some of the letters relate to the Victory Loan drive, the campaign 
for the League of Nations, and postwar relief and reconstruction. Also 
included are letters pertaining to former employees and relatives of former 

employees, hospitals and medical causes, children's agencies, universities, 
and the arts. 

Among the items for 1919 are letters to philanthropist William 
Guggenheim and to former U.S. Attorney General Charles J. Bonaparte 

warning them about the use of their names by the militantly nationalistic 

American Defense Society. Other correspondents include former Edison 
associate William M. Allison, Jr.; former Manhattan Borough President 

George A. McAneny; Massachusetts Institute of Technology President 
Richard C. Maclaurin; community activist Harriet Duff Phillips of the Brashear 
Assn.; Cornelia May Russell, daughter of former Edison employee James A. 
Russell; and Naval Consulting Board member William L. Saunders. There are 

also numerous interoffice communications and comments on the incoming 
letters by Edison's personal business secretary Richard W. Kellow, who 

handled the inventor’s gifts and donations, and by Edison's personal assistant 
William H. Meadowcroft. 

Approximately 10 percent of the documents have been selected. The 
unselected material includes circulars and other printed material sent by 

organizations; documents pertaining to phonograph donations; requests from 
individuals claiming to know Edison personally, some with brief marginalia by 
Edison indicating that he disagreed; and routine form-letter replies. 

Related material regarding the League of Nations and Victory Loan 
drive can be found in E-19-58 (Politics). 



Captain.'& lira . CriBpell. 

SALVATION ARMY yy<r^L 

289 MARKET STREET 

V' ,IU 
V^\ 

Dear Mr. Edison: 

X have been in charge of Newark #1 corps for abou^ 
two weeks, and I find hy looking through my hooks, that you 
have contributed $10.00 annually, in the month of January, 
for the local work of The Salvation Army in Newark. During 
1918 I see you failed to submit your gift, which X presume 
has been overlooked by you. 

The Salvation Army has done a great work in France, 
amongst the soldier boys, and also we do a great evangelistic 
work here at home. There are three corps in Newark, and en¬ 
closed you will find a yearly statement of the spiritual work 
done by Newark #1 corps. 

We do not wish to loose you as our friend, and I feel 
you have been kind in helping us, and should you feel led to 
contribute your gift at this time, I assure you, your kindness 
will be appreciated, and your gift used where most needed. 

Thanking you again for your past favors, and praying 
God to abundantly bless and prosper you this coming year, I 
beg to remain 

Yours for fallen Humanity, 

C&Zu /3. CiuLy3*^- 
CAPTAIN. 

. p. S. Make checks payable to The Salvation Army. 
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Yearly Statement Of The 
Spiritual Work Of Newark 

#1 Corps. 

YO'JKti PiiOPLES 1 WORK. 

One Sunday School and Young Peoples' meeting 
held weekly. 
Average attendance over (62 Weekly) 
Attendance during the year (3,240) 

OUT BOOK WORK. 

Hours of visitation (1040) average 20 hrs. Yfeekly 
Families visited about (5,000) 
open airs held (224) 
People reached (46,000) 

IKSIBS WORK. 

IfeetingB held (236) 
Attendance (10,484) 

Over.200 claimed convert ion at The Salvation 
Army Alter during the year. 



■mnjAHY 16. 1919. 

Same 

— Hew York Opht'nalmlc Hospital 

_ Manhattan Eye, Ear S= Shroat HoBp. 

— The Presbyterian Hasp. 

— The Hew York Dispensary 

_ Hew York Infirmary for Women and Children 

_ new York Orthopaedic Dispensary and Hosp. 

__ new York Eye and Ear Infirmary 

Flower Hospital - Hew York City 

Amount 

10.00 
10.~ 
10. 

50. 
50. 

10. 
10. 
10. 
10. 
20. 
10. 

100. 
100. 
50. 

10. 
10. 
20. 

Hew Jersey Orthopaedic Hosp. & Dispensary 

Thursday Hospital After Cure Circle 

Hewark Charitable Eye &’Ear Infirmary 

.. Hewark Memorial Hosp. (formerly German Hosp.) 

Hospital for Women & Children (Hewark) 

25. 
20. 
10. 
26. 
10. 
20. 
10. 
10. 
10. 
20. 
10. 
10. 

• Date 

Dec. 1916 

lay 1917 
" 1918 

Hov. 1917 

Nov. 1917 
» 1918 

Nov. 1916 
Dec. 1917 

" 1918 

Nov. 1916 
Deo. 1917 

•• 1918 

Sept. 1916 
Nov. 1916 
Deo. 1916 
Moh. 1917 
Sept. 1917 
Moh. 1918 

Apr. 1917 

Dec. 1916 
» 1917 

Nov. 1918 

Deo. 1916 

Deo. 1917 
>. 1918 

_ Eabies Hospital (Newark) 
«eo«,r.*SCK 

... St. Mary's Hospital (Orange,.1). J 

June 1917 

Juno 1918 

> Nov. 1916 
o J Oct. 1918 
k#/V^C Hov. 1918 

f r 



,,d 

April 16.1‘Jl1 

Ui 3*3 Cornelia liay Xuaaell. 
o/o Hi 33 J- H. Bonnel, 

S\immi*fc, flew Jersey* 

Dear lladam: 

Ur. Edison ha3 learned that you have 
had some'extraordinary expenses of late. ' 

he useful to you at this time. 

Yours very truly. 

/W- 

Enclosure - cheek-. 

A/6921. 



April 18,1919. 

Sperry Gyroscope Co., 
40 Flatbu’sh Avenue, 

Brooklyn, H.Y. 

Gentlemen: 'Attention Hr. Gilmore. General Manager: 

I had a talk with Or. Elmer A.. Sperry on 
the telephone this morning regarding a powerful search¬ 
light, and he kindly offered to loan ns one temporarily, 
for use during our Victory Loan campaign. Mr. Sperry 
stated that ha was about to start for Chicago, but would 
leave the matter in charge of Ur. Gilmore. 

I thought possibly Ur. Charles Edison might 
be able to go over to see Ur. Gilmore about this matter, 
blit he is so exceedingly busy that he has asked Ur. K.G. 
Thompson, the General Manager of our Storage Battory ComT 
pany, and Ur. H. H. Smith of our Engineering Department, 
to go in his place. 1, therefore, take pleasure in 
introducing these gentlemen to you, and trust that satis¬ 
factory arrangements can be made. 

Yours for the Victory liberty loan. 

Asst, to Mr. Thos. A. Edison. 



Fellow Citizens of West Orange 

We are about to make our fifth and last Liberty 
Loan to our government—the Victory Loan. 

It will be a full subscription by Americans in 
general, and West Orange in particular, because we 
stand for failure, as the ex-Kaiser now realizes. 

So, don't argue about investing in this great 
victory which ends the greatest war of the world. 

"Finish the Job" with the purchase of Just as many 
Victory Liberty Loan Bonds—and one more than the 
loan, if you can raise the money. 

tl. “ 
s&rss. mvsx w 

And, let us be thankful that the Spring Drive of 
1Q19 is not in France, but HERE, with the privilege of 
celebrating our victory by only Just a loan of money and 
not a sacrifice of lives. 

All together—for the last timel 

Finish the Job I 

Yours for the Victory Liberty Loan, 



NEW YORK KINDERGARTEN ASSOCIATION 

524 West 42nd Street New York 

aa Wlggin) Pre.ide 

rray Butler, LL.D. .-— 
T hirrf-V i cc* Preii J efct 

/ <J' r ' 

My dear Sir:- 

tlie contributioi upon Recently, we regret to 
which we depend in large part for the expenses of 
Kindergartens hare fallen off. The work is just as urgent 
as ever, hut the means to carry it on have not been forth¬ 
coming. We need, as a minimum, $8,000 by June 15th. If 
less than that is given, we shall have to curtail our ac¬ 
tivities next year, and one or more groups of fifty little 
children will go without their Kindergarten games, train¬ 
ing, and all the happiness and guidance they ought to have. 
Surely it is not right to let the most sorely handicapped 
little children in this great rich city suffer. If our 
friends who have helped before will help now, we can pull 
through. If you, who have given generously to this work, 
will give at least as much as formerly, you will do your 
share for some little children who are in very great need 
of help. 

VA 

. OJLOy\, 

^ V 32 • * 

PLEASE MAKE CHECKS D SAMUEL SLOAN, TREASURER. 



The Clifton Springs Sanitarium 
CLIFTON SPRINGS 

April 22, 1919. 

Mr. Thomas A. Edison, 
The Laboratory, 
Orange, H. J. 

Dear Mr. Edison,- 

I am in receipt of a note from the Labor¬ 
atory, dated April 15th, together with a check for twen¬ 
ty-five dollars; both being sent me, at your request, 
in view of your friendship for my father, the late 
James A. Russell. While I deeply appreciate your kind¬ 
ness, I hope you will not be hurt at my returning the 
check, with my thanks for your thoughtfulness. X 
cannot possibly, however, accept it. In justice to 
myself, I must make some explanation to you, for I feel 
very unhappy over this most unfortunate affair. 

At first X was utterly at a loss to un¬ 
derstand how you had heard of me, but finally recol¬ 
lected a brief conversation with a chance acquaintance 
at this Sanitarium (where I have been recovering from 
a nervous breakdown as a result of the strain connect¬ 
ed with my mother's last illness and death). Your 
name was mentioned by a member of the group in connec¬ 
tion with the wonderful things you have been doing for 
our government during the war. Just in passing I 
said that my father had the honor of being employed by 
you for many years. One of the women at once said 
she would like to have your signature and asked my 
father's name. This I refused to give and requested 
her not to refer to me in any way should she write you. 
After obtaining her promise, the incident passed en¬ 
tirely from my mind. 

On investigation I learn that this ac¬ 
quaintance wrote you a begging letter. Just exactly 
what she said, I do not know, but can only apologize 



Mr. Edison. 

and express my deep regret at the occurrence. The 
letter was written entirely without my knowledge and 
consent and was an unwarranted intrusion in my private 
affairs. This acquaintance knows nothing whatever 
about myself or how I am situated, for I am in the hab¬ 
it of discussing personal matters only with very inti¬ 
mate friends and never with strangers. 

Upon talking with my physician, a neurologist, 
he tells me that the woman is ill, partially unbalanced 
and that her statements are not to be believed. Will 
you, therefore, please absolve me from having any con¬ 
nection with the letter in question? 

Y/ith very kindest regards and again regretting 
deeply the annoyance to which you have been put, be¬ 
lieve me. 

Very sincerely yours, 

(Bncl.) 



IIis3 Cornelia Msy Hns'sell, 
o/o The Clifton Sorings Sanitarium, 
Clifton Springs, i'.Y. 

Dear llisa 3ussoll: 

I have received .your note of April 
22d, and quite appreciate the ombarrussmont that hu3 
arisen through my having given credonce to what I 
supposed wa3*a statement of facts in a.letter which I 
had received. Of course, I fully absolve you from 
having anything whatever to do wi'th the sending of the 
letter in question, and only regret that I did not 
first write to you to ascertain the facta before send¬ 
ing the chect. 

T regret to hear of your illness, and trust 
that you may be fortunate enough to recover your health 
in the near future. 

Yours sincerely^ 



Way 19,1919. 

Mr. iilmer A. Sporry, 
40 Flatbush Avenue, 

Brooklyn, U.i. 

My dear Sperry: 

I believe my gon Charles has already 

written to you to thank you for your kindness in loaning 

that bis: seurchlight for our Victory Loan Campaign, and 

I want to edd a word of personal appreciation of the. 

oourteoy you. hove extended to us. Let me also thank 

ycur people at the factory for their splendid spirit of 

cooperation. 

The searchlight was groat! A fine product. 

• Zouru very truly. 

A. 



National Allied Relief Committee 
[Incorporated under tiro Laws of the State of New York) 

For American and Allied War Relie] 
Tlile organization la approved by the National Inveatigatlon Bureau 

2 West 45th Street, New York City Telephone: Vanderbilt 4980 

HONORARY PATRONS 
The Right Honorable The Earl of Reading, G. C. M. G., British Ambassador 
to the United States . His Excellency Count v. Macchi di Cellere, 
Italian Ambassador to the United States . His Excellency E. de Cartier, 
Belgian Minister to the United States . Dr. Charles W. Eliot 
His Excellency, Viscount K. Ishii, Japanese Ambassador to the United States 

Chairman Mr. John Moffat, C.B^-| 

Vice-Chairman . Mr. J. C. Klinck 

Secretary . . Miss I. E. Morton 

Treasurer. Mr. James A. Blair, Jr. 

Auditor . . Mr. James Marwick 

Depositories . Union Trust Co. 
Metropolitan Trust Co. 
Lee, Higginson & Co. 

Counsel . Mr. Charles E. Kelley 

Thos A Edison Esq 
West Orange 

Bear Mr Edisofli- 

A ,cC 

We are appealing to you for people who are fighting 

and dying for us today on European battlefields; who are facing 

starvation and death from disease; who are victimized to the 

last degree by Germany and her equally perfidious allies, Austria, 

Turkey and Bulgaria. We are appealing to you for tom, brutal¬ 

ized and grief-stricken Roumania. 

Roumania's sons today are fighting the Russian and 

Hungarian Bolsheviki while Roumania's women, ohildren and aged 

people are pleading for bread to keep them alive, for medioines 

to heal them of withering, tormenting disease. 

The tragic, desperate faots are told in the enolosed 

oiroular that also shows how we can be of great and lasting help. 

Won't you road it, then send us by return mail the largest con¬ 

tribution you can possibly make? No time oan be lost; we are 

fighting for human lives. 

Faithfully yoursf 
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Dear Mr. Edison: 

Your 

me to ask your advice in a matter of importance a] 

footing its future welfare. Would it be agreeabli 

for you to see me sometime in the not distant futi 

I could go to see you almost any time at. your com 

ience after Monday, the 21st instant. 

Yours sincerely. 

&—<—vfi— 
July 11, 1019, 

Mr. Thomas A. Edison, 

ne¬ 

west Orange, New Jersey. 



LEAGUE TO ENFORCE PEACE 

' ' Treasurer. 



July 16,1919. 

Dr. Richard C. Ilaclaurin, 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology, 
Boston, Mass. 

Dear Dr. Maclaurin: 

I received your letter of July 11th 

and have delayed replying for a few days in order 

to bo able to write you definitely. 

I am expecting to go for a camping trip 

with Henry Ford, John Burroughs and -<ir. Firestone. 

However, we do not start before July Both. lienee, 

I can see you on the 22d, 23d or 24th instant, and 

shall be glad to have that nleusure. 

.If convenient, will you kindly drop me 

a line advising me just what day you expect to come. 

Sincerely yours, 

A/7535V • 

' %vv. 4- 
•• • : 



HENRY G. WALES 

kc- n 

'to/ 

y' About the year 1867 you 'beacme acquainted 
/ with/Theodore W./Arnold, you may remember he it waa 
/ who^rixat Invented the arc light, and hie fir at 
( ude of it/commercially waa when he installed two 

, \—'lights inUhe atore of Kicoll the Tailor, who I believs 
5 at that time, had a atore on Broadway. 

V j r\\ Hr . Arnold waa also the inyentor of the trolley 
ki VX^car, you I belieye met him the last time about ten years 
3 'M ago up at the Oarden, at the electrical show. 

y Hr. Arnold is dying of conaumption in the y, 
'—' Brooklyn Home for Conaumptiyea, St. Johns Place and 1 

Kingaton Avenue, he is perfectly destitute, I do not 
belieye he haa one cent, and he leayee a wife who is Jaleo perfectly helpless, she a few yeara ago broke 
one limb, and aa she haa diabetes it will not heal up 

y properly, so she is unable to do anything much toward 
__£> ig her support. -'l' 

I haye helped Hr. Arnold, and X thought it 
a matter that you would like to know of, aa probably 
you would also like to assist them, I know they are 
dreading the thought of being unable to bury him, aB n, 
it is quite evident that he will not live but a very 

' V short time longer. 

I am a visiter at the Home, and became 
acquainted with Hr. Arnold there some months age, and 

/ he haa at different times mentioned you and I am on my 
own responsibility' writing you, hoping that you will be 
good enough to help him in some way, * shall be glad to 
hear from you, or writi direct to l£r. Arnold at address 
given above* 

HOW/% 
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HENRY G. WALES 

REAL ESTATE 

July 31st. 1919 

Hon. Thomas A. Edison 
Llewellyn Parle 
Orange, II. J. 

Dear Sir:- 

I received, your note relative to Theodore 
Y,'. Arnold, who is in the Brooklyn Home for Consumptives. 

Ur. Arnold is a very sick man, and being 71 
Years of age and quite deaf makes it difficult to get 
such information from him as will make it clear to you 
that he really did know you at one time. 

He thought when I wrote you before that the 
last time he Baw you and conversed with you was up at 
the Electrical Show, but he now thinks it was at a meeting 
at the Brooklyn Edison Company some years ago, and Mr. 
Royal C. Peabody was present. 

Regarding the inventions, the ark light and 
trolley system, he still claims he perfected both 
inventions and made them practicle, but he did not 
receive any ci’edit or money from them, during the year 
1874 he gave a demonstration at Cooper Union of his 
trolley, on an eight foot oval, ran it steadily for three 
months. 

Ho also wishes me to- ask you if it will 
refresh your memory to mention a law suit between the 
General Electric Company and H. Ward Leonard Co. of 
Cincinnati, when he (Mr. Arnold) was the star expert 
witness for the General Electric Co. andwas on the 
stand for 26 full days, this was in 1909 he believes, 
his was a contrivance for ohanging speed of motor 
from maximum to minimum without the use of reostadts, 
such as when motor is running on 220 volts allowance 
by cutting out 220 on the armature and throwing in 110 
volts, leaving 220 volts on the fields which by the simple 
throw of the switch between the motor and reostadt the 
changes were made, now as the H. Ward Leonard Co. put 
claim to the invention that which they had no right , 
as Hr. Arnold was the sole inventor of it, brought out 
by him in 1891 when Chief Engineer for the Clarendon 
Hotel, Brooklyn, he was with them up to the time the 
hotel failed in business, the invention then was^dead 
until Mr. Broadhurst located Mr. A. and through the 
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HENRY G. WALES 
REAL ESTATE 

(2) 

Hon. Thomas A. Edison 
July 31ot. 1919 

referee Mr. Buckingham, Attorney for the General Electric 
Company it was Brought to light again, through the testimony 
of Mr. A. the suit was won for the General Electric Co. 

Mr. Arnold was second engineer in the old Pearl 
Street Plant of the Edison Company, hut he cannot remember 
the year. 

Mrs. Arnold found among Mr. A.'s effects the 
original sketch made of the contrivance referred to, and 
I enclose it, I might add that the General Electric Co. 
promised ti> take care of Mr. A. and pay him handsomely for 
what he did, and he also gave them the Blue print of the 
invention. But they failed (he says) to recompense him as 
promised. 

Mr. A. knew Mr. Harry Draper very well, he was 
in about the year 1890 an inspector in the Edison Electric 
Light Company, Brooklyn. 

X wish I might give you more information, Mr. A. 
is. in a very weakened condition, he has absolutely nothing, 
I have let him have some money, and as he seems to know you 
I thought if I could Bring him to your recollection that 
you would Be good enough to remember him with something, 
even though it Be sufficient to Bury him, os Both he and 
his wife are worrying over this, I wonder if you could 
hot lot one of your representatives meet me over at the 
Brooklyn Home for Consumptives some afternoon and see him 
and have a talk with him, it is a sad case and I Believe 
the man is honest in all he says, I Beg that whatever you 
decide to do Be done at once, as he may live only a few 
days. 

P. S. In case you may wish to learn who I am, X refer you 
•to the Superintendent of Home, Mrs. Clifford, or any of 
the Board of Directors, many of them probably are well 
known By you. It is my pleasure to Be able to assist many 
of these unfortunates. 
I know nothing of eloctriclty, so I trust I have made it 
clear with relation to the above invention. 



July 23,1919. 

Mr. Honry G. Wales, 
■149 Broadway, 

Hew York, H.Y. 

Dear Sir:- > 

Your letter of July 19th has been reooi vea. 
Ediaon wishes me to say that he does not remember 

Theodore W. Arnold, and is quite certain that he was 
. not the inventor of the are light or the trolley car. 

• be°d i sposed 
engineer 
tc render some assistance. 

Yours vary truly; 

Assistant to Mr. Edison. 

A/7572. 



Llewellyn Park, 
West Orange,R.J. 

Dear Mr.Edison:- 

The T.R*gne t<-» V.nf<v.-oe Peo.ee is 
the onlv organization concentrating its 
enemies now upon the ratification of tne 
peace Treaty with the Covenant of tne 
League of Rations as it stands. Tie are 
doinv a tremendous amount of work in 
printing and traveling expenses of Mr. 
Taft and others; no salaries are paid 
except for the office foroe. 

I have Just sent the Treasurer my 
personal check for $500. and if you 
like helping us out it will he greatly appr. 
dated. 

I can assure you that the money is 
oarefully and properly spent. 

Checks should be made out in the 
name of Herbert S.Houston, Treasurer, and 
forwarded to me. 

In oase, for reasons of your own, 
you do not wish to subsoribe, no answer 
to this letter is expeoted. 

--Very sinoeraly yours, 
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memorandum 
. 7/-j* 

AVOID VERBAL MESSAGES 
CONFIRM VERBAL UNDERSTANDINGS 



PERSONAL 
ly*—'' 

Dear Mr. Edison: 

I was, of course, greatly gratified at the interest 

that you expressed yesterday in Technology's financial prob¬ 

lems and with your readiness to assist with helpful sug¬ 

gestions. I do not know that X made it clear that the addi¬ 

tional income required to meet adequately the new conditions 

is so large that it corresponds to a capital sum of eight 

millions of dollars. Of this, 4 1/2 millions have already 

been promised with the important condition, however, that 

the eight millions must he secured as soon as possible, and 

with the more specific condition made by the largest giver 

that seven millions should be promised before the end of 

this year. That leaves us five months to get 2 l/2 millions 

so that we must move rapidly and secure some other large 

gifts. 

Of course, I shall follow up the suggestions that you 

made and shall look forward to receiving the further sugges¬ 

tions that you were good enough to undertake to send to me. 

I am still hopeful that you can somehow influence Mr. Henry 

Ford. I have often been told that he does not take sugges¬ 

tions easily but you are in quite an exceptional position 

and what you may say to him would have incomparably more 



Mr. Edison - 2. 

weight than what anybody else could say. It is public know¬ 

ledge now that he has bought out the minority stockholders 

paying them seventy-five millions. I understand, however, 

from reliable sources that the Ford Company is making about 

nine millions a month so that the paying off of even seventy- 

five millions will not be a large matter to Mr. Ford. Possibly, 

however, it may suggest tb him a reason for not contributing 

anything before the end of this year. All that we need, 

however, to meet the conditions that X have indicated are prom¬ 

ises made before the end of the year that payments will be made 

within a reasonable time thereafter. In each case the time 

will have to be specified and the Present Value of the gift 

determined as of the first of January next. 

After X left you I had a most interesting time with 

Charles who showed me many of the fascinating things that are 

to be seen in your factories. 

With kind regards, I am, 

Youcs sincerely, 

r\ :\ A „ aAsCJ 

July 24, 1019. 

Mr. Thomas A. Edison, 

Orange, New Jersey. 



July 26,1919 

Boston, Mass. 

Dear Dr. Haolaurin: 

I have received your letter of July 
24th and shall hear the matter in mind when I see 
Ur. £ord. 

The following names occur to me just nov;, 
and I will send you any further ones I may think of. 

Mr. Curtis, the publisher,of the Saturday 
Evening Post and Ladies Home Journal. He ha.o made 
a great fortune. 

August Heckshor, head of the Hew Jersey Zinc 
Company, who made enormous money during the war. 

John Kunamaker. 

Jumos Couzens, who, I think, is Mayor of 
Detroit. Ho was formerly a partner of Henry Ford. 

Dodge Brothers, former partners of Henry 
Ford. They have just been paid twenty millions. 

• Ziegler - adopted son of the late Dr...iogler. 
He reoeivod the fortune built by Hoyal Boking Powder. 

O’. A. Coffin, of General Electric Company. 

Mr. Marston, a Wall Stroet banker. He made 
his money from technical men. He is the backer of 
Coffin and General Electric Co.. 

Samuel U. Vauclain, President of Baldwin • 
Locomotive Works. 

Yours sincerely. 
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July 30,1919. 

Mr.- W. L. Saunders, 
11 Broadway. 

How York, H.Y. ■ 

Dear Ur. Sounders: 

Ur. Edison received your letter 
of July 23d, in regard to the matter of sending a 
subscription to the League to Enforce Peace. 

He wishes me to say that he had already sent 
in a subscription before receiving your letter. 

Yours very truly. 

Assistant to Ur. Edison. 



Augugt 19,1919. 

Kr. Konry. G. Wales, 
149 9roadway, 

Haw York, H.Y. 

Dear Sir:- 

Your latter of Jui- 
while Ur. fciacn was away on' 
first opportunity, I show-d i 
ii'ison, -ho says ha does »ot 
things Mr. Arnold atates. I 
in* the sketch . hi oh wr.s one! 

' 31st was received 
£ canping trio. The 
his latter to Mr. 
r-*::estber any of the 
am, therefore, return- 
coed with your letter. 

Your: i very truly. 

Assistant to Mr. Eaisori. 



August 22, 1919 

Ur. Thomas A, Edison! 

Captain Harris still'owes you $105.00 against the loan 

of $250.00 you made to him a year ago. He repaid $126.00 at one time 

and $20.00 at a later date. He promised to clear the balanoe hut we 

have had no money and no’advioe sinoe Uaroh 6th last. X have followed 

him very vigorously. I do not know how far you want me to press the 

Captain as I do not know Just how friendly your feeling 1b for him. 

7k- 

■kr. 

V ^ 
7- 



August 2 3,1919. 

Dr- 31 uhi rd C. !A.ao la tiring Pros] d on t, 
Maaaaohufotts Inutituta of Tsahnolosy, 
iioaton, lJa33* 

Dear Dr. ivuclourln? 

Your letter of Ao^nst £2.1 ha3 boon 

aho.vn to !,ir. K'linon, nnd ho winhoa me to 3ay that 

ha hea brought tha raeta-or tc Mr. Ford' a attention. 

Your a vor.7 truly, 

A33latant to L'r. rdlson. 



[ATTACHMENT/ENCLOSURE] 

(^C^f'C3 ’TC-xl /jw^fer 

X^A • ■f&,C/('~CL>td^ ^Vt_Ad^(LcLtAfuisv^~- 

1 /Wn^ 



Dear Ur. Ueudowcroft: 

I must tiv.-r.k you for your letter of 

August 28th, tollin'' me that Ur. Edison ha:: brought the 

m.iter in ray 1 at letter to i!.o attention of Ur. Ford. 

I I; re, of course, kept in mind the 

interesting suggestions regarding the recognition of Ur. 

Wilson’s services to Chemistry that we discussed when I 

had the pleasure of seeing you in Ur. Edison's laboratory 

month or so ago. One reason why I am anxious to secure, 

if possible, an interview with la*. Pord, is to obtain his 

co-operation so that i.Ir. Edison's services in the field 

to which I have referred could be recognized by the Institute 

much more adequately and permanently tlian would otherwise 

be the case. I should, therefore, much like to know whether, 

as a result of Ur. liaison's co-operation, it would practicable 

for me to see hr. Ford. 

Sincerely yours, 

_ fwJ*- *... a 
September 5, 1919. 

Ur. .7. H. lleadowcroft 
laboratory of Tliomas A. 
Orange hew Jersey. 



October 9, 1919 

Mr. Thos. A. Edison, 
"West Orange, Ii. d. 

®3ar Sirt- 

X have just promised $500,000 to the Massachusetts Institute of Technology 
as my contribution tov7ard a fund to provide an income sufficient to meet the annual 
deficit of the Institute, This deficit hn3 been caused not only by the current in¬ 
crease in operation but also by the cancellation of the usual appropriation of Stato 
funds and by the decision of the court that the money used jointly by Harvard and 
Massachusetts Tech, could only be used by Harvard. This deficit must be mot in order 
to continue the policy of maintaining tho tuition foe at §300.00. 

A committee consisting of 
Charles Hayden Charles A. Stone 
Edmund Hayes Everett Morss 
Otto H. Kahn Theodoro N. Vail 

and myself as chairman, have undertaken to raiso four million dollars to meet another 
four million promised by a secret benefactor of the Institute who up to this date has 
already contributed seven million dollars. 

Wo are convinced that the demand for men with technical training is so great 
and so essential to the industries of this country, that we must maintain this institu¬ 
tion at its present, high standing in order that, the United States of America may, with 
tho holp of technically trained men, maintain its unique position in the Industrial 
world. 

The interest on §5,000 invested together with the fee paid by oaoh student, 
will pay for the cost of this tuition. 

Tho boys must not be expected to pay over §300. per year. 
Every §6,000 unit will take care of one boy. 
Will you not help and provide for os many boys as you can? 

I shall personally appreciate it if you will give this your serious consid¬ 
eration. The fact that I havo promised §500,000.00 to this cause will convince you 
of my belief in tho value of this institution. 

Yours very truly, ^ 

Chairman 







October 31, 1919. 

Mr. ’TiHian Guggenheim, 
Ko. 833 Fifth Avenue, 
Hew York nity. 

On the letterhead of the American 
Descent cooioty, Inc. I notice that your name is prominently 
identified with thi3 Society, also tho names of Perry 
Belmont, Charies Bonaparte and other prominent persons. 

I uBually investigate such Societies 
before subscribing. These investigations are made throu^i 
tho Proudfoots Commercial Agency, Suite 1108, Singor Bldg., 
Kow York City. They make a specialty in this line and their 
reports are quite inexpensive. 

I have recently received ny report on 
the above society, and would suggest that you also investi¬ 
gate. 

Yours vory truly. 

25. 





November 7, 19X9. 

Hon. Charles J. Bonaparte, 
Ho. 601 Bark Avonuo, 
Baltimore, ’'aryland. 

ry dear Sir:- 

I have noticed your name prominently 
identified with the namos of Berry Belmont, Charles a.Fairetail* 
and other prominent persona as Honorary Vice prosldonts of the 
Amorlean Defense Society, Inc. 

’Vhen I am asked to subscribe to aid 
the work of such Societies I usually investigate before suh- 
soribing. These investigations are made for me by Proudfoot s 
Commercial Agency, Suite 1108 Singer Building, New York.They 
make a specialty of this line and their reports are quite in¬ 
expensive. 

I have received a report on the above 
Society and after reading it decided to write and suggest that 
you also investigate. 

Yours very truly. 



CHARLES J.BONAPARTE 
ATTORNEY AT LAW 

216 ST. PAUL ST. BALTIMORE 

REMOVED TO 

t'i 
November 11, 1919. 

Thomas A. Edison Esq., 

Orange, M. J,, 

'My dear Sir,- 

X am duly in receipt of your letter of the 7th inst. , X have 

taken no active part in the work of the American Defense Society for 

at least two years, and, in fact, was not aware that the organisation 

continued to he active. It was originally an outgrowth of,or Beceseioh 

from the National Security league, which was formed in 1915, arising 

from a controversy connected with the management and policy of the last 

mentioned society. I remained a member of both Societies, and I think 

both of them have been useful in the formation of public opinion; but 

I am inclined to think that the conditions on which their utility depend 

ed have been^in some measure,at least.modified by the course of events; 

so that there is no longer any very potent reason for their continued 

existence. 

Believe me, yours very respectfully and truly. 











ACTORS’ NATIONAL MEMORIAL DAY 

i.Iv dear fir: 

J>u one familiar v; • th the s^v roi.s 
and prompt response nude by tl:«j theatrical 
profession in all of tin- patriotic; and charit¬ 
able drives, yon arc aware of the merit in 
the campaign to put, the .notoro* i'uiid of /; .er¬ 
icas on a sound fjna.ieisl basis. 

lie a' Jersey should do her nor t., end your help in 
obtaining; the desired emota would he appreciate 

If you can consistently forward a con¬ 
tribution to tliisi most worthy cause, whutevor 
you may see fit to give will bo gratefully re¬ 
ceived. 

You a 



November 26,1919. 

Hovomber 26,1919. 

Actors’"nauonlf^or^i Day, 
Newark Theatre, 
Newark, H.J* 

Dear Sir:- 

. d ^an!«l°ProSbBent4ahrerraBe0ntati 

to°8oe8^r. l^on yesterday. and he gave - — 

of I2SO. Check for thiB Bm0Un 
Ur. Frohman. 

ive a subscription 
forwarded to 

Assistant to Kr. Edison. 

A/8263. 

\ 



November 2S?191cj, 

lira. John 1'. Phillips, 
President, Brashear Settlement Assooiation, 
Tmptcn, 
Brownsvilie Hoad, 
Carrlak, Penna. 

Dear Madam: 

It gives me a great doal of pleasure 
to loam thut your Association has instituted a 
Museum of Souvenirs of our good friend John A. 
Brashear. I am heartily in sympathy with it, 
and '.vish to add my little contribution to it. 

Alloy/ me to e*press my good wishes for 
the growth and future welfare of the Museum and 
your Association. 

fours very truly, 

A/8317. 



GREATER FISK UNIVERSITY 

December 3, 1919. 

H 
l.Iy dear lir. Edison: 

It is thought by a number of prominent men and women among “horn 
tho Messrs, -"illiam H. Taft, Samuel Sachs, Paul B. Crnvath, 

------ ■ tho twelve million colorod 
t class institution 

Robert E. '.lotcn, Dwight Morrow, 
people in the -ountry should have at least 
of higher learning. 

It is proposed to r aise $2,000,COO for Risk University, Nashville 
Tennessee. Recent events have made evident to the American people the 
grave character of the relations between the colorod and w ite people. 
They have also made than aware of the great importance of education as 
a factor in the solution of race problems. 

The many drives for funds for white colleges only emphasize by 
contrast the necessity of providing one well equipped, high grade 
college for negroes. Fortunately the country will weloome the foot 
that a campaign for over §2,000,000 is projected for Fisk. 

Fisk is the largest colored college in the United States, it 
holds to the highest standard of scholarship and character. It is 
located in Nashville, Tennessee at the center of the arc passing thru 
the three black belts of the south and within half a day's ride of 
a vast majority of the colorod peoplo of the oountry. 

7?e are writ ng to ask you to allow us to use your name on J I 
our Endorsement^Committee during the campaign. I am sure that you / / 
could aid no more worthy cause. ' 

May I add that we hate the endorsement of tho Carnegie and Rockefel¬ 
ler Boards and the Trustees of Hampton and Tuskegee. \ith every good wish, believe me, 

Very sincerely yours, 

Camnaign Executive. 



Deoember 9, 1919. 

Hr. Jerome F. Kidder, 
Campaign Executive, 
Greater Pisk University, 
#19 West 44th st.. 
New York City. 

Sear Sirs 

Your letter of December 3 was received and brought 
to Hr. Edison's personal attention. Ho requests me to say that he 
cannot allow the use of his name on your Endorsement conmittee during 
the campaign. 

A great number of similar requests have been made 
to him in the last two months, and he is so very busy day and night 
on Important experiments and onhls extensive business affairs, he has 
been obliged to decline. The appearance of his name in connection with 
these matters of a public or semi-public nature always brings a large 
increase in his mall, and ha is already burdened with work. 

Yours very truly. 

Assistant to ar. Edison. 

Edlph0nedi24 
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Dec. 16.1919- 

llr. U. B. Leavitt, 
233 Havana Avs., 

Miami, i’la. 

Dear Sir:- 

Your letter of December 10th has been 
received. Ur. Edison hag had a great many calls 
for financial assistance, but ig entirely unable 
to respond favorably as his business interests 
require tho use of ovory dollar of his money. The 
difficulties of keeping up a business at this time 
aro enormouo, and have been so during the last four 
or five years. 

We, Ihorefore, return your promissory 
note herewith. 

Yours vory truly. 

Ed ison laboratory. 



^i*t ^£ar nub Splpimi 
ID STREET AND 3D AVENUE, NEW YORK Cl 

FJ3ANK S. HASTINGS, > 

Ac *'. 2-?, 'fif 

You have contributed to the. Hospital in the ir 0 Tf> 
past therefore we take it for granted that you are deep- 
ly interested in the welfare of our Institution. Ability y 
to meet the ever more urgent demands of the worthy poor, 
afflicted with diseases of the eye, ear, noae and throat, 
depends upon the financial support which we t •ecei ve. 

The Hospital is endeavoring to meet the urgent 
demands made by the public upon it. but the public is nol 
giving adequate financial support, consistent with _hese 
demands and with the service this Institution renders in 
the community. \ 

Medical and surgical supplies and drugs al 
have advance^in ,co?t.from five to two thousand per 
The Directors are giving time and energy in devisinpAvays 
and means to help the Public.,meet this duty in coring for 
the worthy poor. They arex interested m .his Institution 
no more than you should be. They are the,-trustees for the 

public. 

Will you not increasd^your interest, join- one of ■ 
our classes of membership.arid visit our Hospital building 
that we may show you the work that is being accomplished 
with your aid? 
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evfi^ tAicVi/tf 
O'/ O, 1 

/latino oiten t/eir gracious ayyrota/ ‘"'d\ 

con 33/tt/ions /o i/e off Art /2‘iny mac/ in Sno/and 

an d 33m erica tatter i/e aus/>iees of 

C(o/c cAt/qrttOe ■ institutions 
ft/e Ato countries io secure i/e money needed for 

i/e restora/ion.yreserOa/ion.and maintenance^ </'t/e 

ancestrci//tome of 

^ Cyeoroe /PetsAi/i •oto/i 
at Q At/(irate HCnor. AiArt/dniytons/irv, Smi/ind 

and i/e /ccftiros anti sc/o/ars/iys. connected t/ere i tit/. 

>e - institution 

3 
A 

t/e cZnerican -CAranc/ o/cJa/yrate - 

noit /vneits t/e ayyca/ it/ic/it /e/d in a/eyttn 

t/e 'tar and /as t/e /onor of sen dirty to ^ 

_ 5??". ! /L^-ccmclal 333, ^3-C-Ccfc. 

a day/irate of t/e inti/a/ion orifiina/A issued 'tit/ t/e 

/fe of/atiny t/ey/ensure if afatora/Zc rey/y 

C 6>/e (Anfis/Ciinnnittee is rereitiny ay enemas 

rey/y to its rt/i/icit/and it is/fed t/at a res/ionse 



et/uaff- satisfactory 11 V'/Z/e made to f/e Q.-/Cmerican 

in \>i/a/ion 

■ ’/t is desired to secure at once fifty t/ousand 

do//firs to Ze divided eyua/f /eitVecn f/e fund for 

i/e restoration of t/e’Mis/iii^ton Manor Mouse 

and f/e fund for f/e conun it tee of oJaffraVe ■ Jnsft- 

fufion /aVdifl in c/uuf>e f/e arrangements in Mmerica 

for t/icjointce/e/rafiott in One f/tousand, nine /andred^ 

and twenty if f/e t/rve /andredf/ anniversary of 

f/l de/,artun.oft/e- 91/frims fiom COnfand and 

t/eir /andino in C'’America 

’Co/ose accepting t/e accompanyinpi invitation 

and contri/utiiifi t/e rey nested sa/njfony t/ousand 

do//us £come, iVit/outftrt/erfees. C'founders of 

cJu/jraVe - institution, and t/eir names n>i///eper- 

/Wanted upon f/e /ronze ta/fe'ts in t/e ancestra/' 

■’/Honor -Muse of feorf'Mis/in^ton 

o’Zs stated in f/e invitation, t/e c/ec/ acton,- 

AanyinO an acce/ifance s/oa/d'/e made Jniya/fe 

to f£’7lls/?,iffon Manor Wuse Mu ad and 

s/oa/d /e sent in t/e enc/osed enVe/o/ie to t/e care of 

Messrs.fMMorJan and C/m/nuy. - AAf/or/'. 

,v/o /a Vo consented to act as depository 



[ATTACHMENT/ENCLOSURE] 



[ATTACHMENT/ENCLOSURE] 

r„v hZino lafen that thl ,,'orhsbm/fihot impairihhhislorica/chare 

ndsiP/icance o/ihhp/ace. and this .notation is extended to 

iJ ~$br. SZU^. . „ ,. , 
£come one of/i/ty to contribute one thousand do/hirs each and 

satire thl inifit,/?i/ty thousand do//ars towards this purpose 
to become one o//i/ty to contribute o 

assure the in it in//>fy’ thousand do/, 

C (phZ Q^llanor is a/ine o/d house o/h’hite stone in practica/Zy 

ana/tered condition since MO, „>ith n'a/hed fardens and oxter,sn’c 

cross paddoc/s, and sli/?Xars- a/ion one o/?ts ^hsthh/lUunJton 

shie/d n’ithlhe tn’o bars and three stars /rant t,’/itch the deston o/1 te 

C shmerican //ao u’as conceited 

C/tV,Zn 'Zresloied.it is purposed to mafe tC cXlanora deposi¬ 

tory o/Xcamenpaij.pictomafand other records^/ ^American 

htstore^rom the time 0/ the brct.Jyo/^ (y/ent onn’ard 

^ e/l uu/fthns become not m.A'a/astino trifate to tfe manory 

and character of 

^Ceorc.r Washington t i 
in the /and c/his ancestors, hi'tt an edttcafiona /centre for ti//n'/o are 

interested in tforeat eOentsof'history and t/eparticipants therein 

C9n a tap lino 'this in Oitalior,. the name short/d he ,,’nlfen 

in the exact manner in n’hich it i.v desired to ha Pc it appear on 

the record oh the contributors that is to he hept at perpetait\ at 
tf.f/UarmrfXhase and in the archives o/Q.U^raOe c/nstrtntron 

L7ohZ accc/itancc shha/d he accompanied by a chech/or one 

•) -) // ' V /,,,vr,hZcto the~/Pashinolon Calanord/lonse 
thousand dollars, math p ay able to P C/C7>, J/ . 
C?~d, and sent in t/u-enc/o/ed em’e/pe. care t’/cMcssrs./. XcX/oytm 

ct~(c’mpein\\0 Aett/J/orjC, n’ho htn’e consented to act as depository 

CtVn' restoration o/9f properly and the adrninis,ration i/its 

a/prs are in cbtge tflbe/ih/cOitg Boardj/^ pernors 

I lKS liX('.ELLENCY Til E AMERICAN AMBASSADOR IN LONDON 

Mr.,j,Pierpont Morgan 

MU.CMARI.liS P. TAI'T 

Mr.T. Coleman di: Pont 

MR.. JOSEPH (1.13lITI.ER,« JR. 

Mr..John A..Stewart 

Ma.i.-Gen. Leonard Wood 

* Mu.Robert Bacon 

Viscount Bryce, O.M. 

VlSCl HINT COMIRAV 

Bari. Spencer . K.G. 

Lord Wkardai.ii 

Sir William Mather 

Sir Marry Brittain 

Robert Donai.d, Esq. 



Edison General File Series 
1919. Chemicals (E-19-15) 

This folder contains correspondence and other documents relating to 
Edison's production of organic chemicals during World War I and his 
involvement in the postwar chemical industry. Included is correspondence 
with Marc Darrin of H. Koppers Co. on resin; with Capt. WinfieldIS. Grove on 
coconut shell charcoal from the Philippines; with chemical merchant Herman 
A. Metz on dyestuffs; and with Charles L. Parsons of the American Chemical 
Society on Edison's wartime contributions to the chemical industry and the 
protection of the postwar American industry from German competition. Also 
included are communications from Edison employees Archibald C. Emery^and 
Stephen B. Mambert regarding the disposal of equipment, along with lists of 
equipment at the Edison Chemical Works, which was managed by Edison s 
brother-in-law John V. Miller. 

Approximately 30 percent of the documents have been selected. The 
unselected items include price requests and quotations; product inquiries and 
routine replies, often stating that the chemical was not made by Edison; 
correspondence about the transmittal and receipt of materials; and copies of 
descriptions of chemical processes. 



o6-4"v,'w i sjj-< L-«<; 
^1919. 

Thomas A. Edison, Esq.,. 

OrangeNew Jersey. 

My dear Mr. Edison:- 

Referring to your recent note and my reply thereto 

of Deo. 10th, I beg to say that I am asked by various trade publica¬ 

tions for an expression of my views on the dyestuff situation.. It 

occurs to me, in view of the fact that we are both so closely identified 

with the dyestuff business, that I could not furnish a better exposition 

of the present situation and outlook than by publishing our correspon¬ 

dence., Of course, I should not think of doing such a thing without 

your full permission,, and, therefore, write to ask whether.it would 

be perfectly agreeable to you to have me do so» 

With kindest regards, I am,. 

Yours very truly. 



January 10.1919. 

Mr. Herman A. Metz, 
122 Hudson Street, 

Hew York, II.Y. 

Dear Mr. Metz: 

1 showed to Mr. Edison ycur letter 

of January Btli, and he asked me to write and say 

to you that you have his permission to publish your 

recent correspondence with him. It is quite as;roo- 

ahle to him for you to do so. 

Yours very truly. 

Assistant to Mr. Edison. 



I 
F. KUENDIG 

CHEMICflL-TECHNIC 

CONSULTING CHEMIST 
ENGINEER 

Telegrnmm-Address: 
CHEMICAL WALLISELLEN (Suisse) 

Telephone Nr. 26 

Wallisellen, 28. January ,1919 
(Zurich) 

Iloaar a. 

Thonaa A.Edioon 

0 r a nJt-a-aJiULu 

g.l& 

k»c / 

Indus : a list, 



Regular □ 

Night Letter 

Day Letter 

Via Western Union Tel. Company Date 2/18/19 191 

Time 

Thos. A. Edisoh, 
Fort Myers, Fla. 

Goodyear liquidating their Para oontract. Will 
expedite adjustment with Sherwin Williams on Paranitroaoetanilid. 
If we sell them our Para equipment and turnover customers and 
Salesman when we are through with same estimate 60 day operations 
plus present atook will give us sufficient Para for some months 
to oome. Recommend we let Sherwin Williams buy equipment. Please 
advise. Mew York office closes March firBt. 

A. C. Emery 
S. B. Mambert. 

(Day letter sent by 
iecretArial service depart 

Mr. Meadoworoft 1 PM) 

mh^sentvjk _ ohBrge maon intemational,eff6rpii.(re®ular—le'*e^Day Letter) 

charged 

This slip is to be detached from telegram and immediately 
checked against monthly bills. 

(Signed)-—l,;,.,,,.. „'m - 
to the Laboratory Accounting Department to be 





Mr. Thomas A. Edison, 

Orange, H. J. 

My dear Mr. Edison:- 

I am Just in receipt of a letter from the 

Mitsui Mining Company, requesting me to remit you $5000.00 

covering the amount they wish to pay to you in appreciation 
A i%~ (<j/g 

of the profits as the result of your kind instructions 
A 

to the Mitsui chemist in Phenol manufacturing in Japan. 

Therefore, please find enclosed the check for the above 

amount. 

Tours very truly, 



Juno 17,1919 

Mitsui & Co., Limited, 
6a Broadway, 

•Hew Yorl:H M.Y. 

Uy dear Mr. Seko: Attention Mr. g. Boko: 

The "ratification of receiving 
your kind letter cf Juno 16th and the check for 
55,000. which you have courteously sent me is 
enhanced by. the additional gratification of lean 
irig that the Mitsui Mining Company made profits 
on their manufacture of phenol during the year 
1918. I must acknowledge "that I e-m surprised 
to learn that under all the conditions of last 
year the Company was able to operate the plant, 
at a profit. 

Please allow me to express my .appre¬ 
ciation of the courtesy of the Mitsui Mining 
Company in the fair treatment that they have 
accorded to me. ' 

Ycur3 vory truly,- 

A/7398 





BUREAU OF COMMERCE AND INDUSTRY 

new York, June 20th 

Dr. Thomas A. Edison 
Lakeside Avenue, 
W. Orange, M.J. U drub *&£<&**& 4 )U cd^ ,gdXi 

g that you are exceptionally ((i^i—pacr 
stifled in asking for a person- . I 
I wish to enclose herewith a (JJkA 

Appreciating that you are exceptiontjlly 
busy I do not feel justified in asking for a pe rson- . ' 
al interview, however I wish to enclose herewith a ( 
letter of introduction from Colonel Dewey of the , 
Chemical Warfare Service, and a copy of a circular let-^^ 
ter that I have sent out to various charcoal dealers 
in the United States. j 

The Philippine Islands can supply 2500 tons ( 
of coconut shell charcoal monthly and it is in my | 
mind that you may he aware of some way in whioh this 
quantity can he used to the commercial advantage of I 
United States Manufacturers. 

I would he pleased to furnish you any informa¬ 
tion you may desire in connection with this product. 

Very respectfully^ 



[ATTACHMENT/ENCLOSURE] 

1919. 

Dr. Thomas A. Edison, 
Lnkeside Avenue, 

Dear Dr. Edison: 

this “ill introduce Captain V/. !>. Grove, formerly 
in charge of our staff representing us in the Tiilippinos. 
Captain Grove was responsible for working up a very large 
production (1,000 tons a month) of coconut sholl charcoal in the 
Philippines. This production was worked up in the face of 
untold difficulties and now that the war is over, lie has been 
sent to this country by the Philippine Government to determine 
whether or not there is a market for it under peace conditions. 

You will, of course, recognize the fact that this 
is not activated carbon but simply the raw material ready for 
activation. It is, however, a remarkably dense and pure carbon 
capable of being worked up into many different forms, and it is 
ry thought that you should not only know Captain Grove, but 
should know of the material he wishes to market. If you can 
give him letters to any people you think might be interested 
you will be aiding the good work of helping the Philippine 
Islands. 

Yours sincerely. 

BP-MEG 



[ATTACHMENT/ENCLOSURE] 

COCONUT PRODUCTS BOARD 
MANILA 

June 13, 1919. 

SUBJECT - COCONUT SHELL CHARCOAL 

Gentlemen:- 

Have you any need for coconut shell charcoal? This 
product Is obtainable in large quantities from the Philippine 
Islands, Y/here the industry was organized by the United 
States Army, who were purchasing over 1000 tons of coconut 
shell charcoal monthly at the time the armistice was signed. 

The transportation facilities throughout the coco¬ 
nut producing region's in the Philippine are very favorable 
for obtaining this production in large quantities, at a com¬ 
parative low cost. 

The United States Army found coconut shell charcoal 
to be mo3t effective for the use of the Army gas masks. As 
the Army has ceased buying this product the Philippine Govern¬ 
ment is anxious to introduce it in the American market if 
possible. 

The writer will be pleased to furnish any interested 
parties such information concerning cost, measurement, etc., 
as may be desired. 

After July 15th communications intended for the 
Philippine Government concerning this product should be sent 
direct to the Director, Bureau of Commerce and Industry, 
Manila, Philippine Islands. 

entative, 
ew York. 



Juno 24,1919. 

Mr. iYinfieid S. Grove, 
Hccm 708, 53 ?ark ?.ov:, 

new York, K.Y. 

Dear air:- 

Your letter of June 20th has been 
received aril suomi ttig:. to r. sisiscn. 

wishes me to sa;v that ho he a no 
present use for the coconut shell charcoal, 
and auggesta that you take up the matter with 
the President of the Am.rlcan Chomical ociety, 
and also v.-ith the -Tenoral Chemical C 
York. 

, of ;;o' 

Yours very truly, 

Aaei-.te.nt to .Mr. Edison. 

A/744Q. 
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[ATTACHMENT/ENCLOSURE] 

list of Banka 

Per request 

(P. -J. Clark) 

of Mr. J. V. Miller { 1/ V'W\S 

M 
Steel storage tanks-cylinder type: \ v ^ 

3'4" dia, x 50' long 
5/l5 toiler plate, 1 flanged opening 6" dia.- 15' from end, 
1 man-hole 1' wide 1'3" long. Good condition. 

and paddle. 3" outlet. Good condition. 

Acid egg: 
41 long x 3'6" dia. 3/0" toiler plate. 3 openings on top- 
1-3" and 2-2". Lead lined with GJ lead. Good condition. 

Sulphonating tank: 
6' dia. x S' high, capacity 500 gals, with guar stand and 
paddle. Steam or water jacketed half way up. no outlet. 
Good condition. Vrirtl jdajMU-ia ^trr 

" toiler plate, 2" outlet on side. 
Steel storage tank: 

S' dia. X 12' high, 3 
Condition good. 

Steel measuring tanks: 
2'6" dia. x 4' high, 2" outlet on bottom, open top. 
Fair condition. 

Steel jacketed tank: 
5' dia. x 4'S" deep, 500 gals, capacity, open top, 
let, jacketed all the way up. Condition fair. 

0 outlet, open top. Condition fair. 

Steel nrossure tank: 
Z' dia. x 3' long, concave end convex ends, 3 opening on side 
2-2" and 1-1". Fair condition. 

Steel tanks: 
8’S" dia. x 10' high, heating coil on bottom, 6" outlet, open 
top. Good condition. 



[ATTACHMENT/ENCLOSURE] 

Sheet #2 

2 Steeyanhs:^ ^ ^ ^ * gl high| 4„ outlet 

Good condition. 

end and "bottom. 

1 Lead-lined wooden tan!;: 
4' dia. x 2*6" deep, outlet. Good condition. 12;f lead. 

x 8' high, manhole 
Condition good. 

top, 2" outlets on side and 



& 
July 2 9,1919. 

The EopperB Company, 
Uellen Institute, 

Pittsburgh, Pa. 

Gentlemen: 

Some time ago you kindly sent me a 10 round 
3ample of Cumerone Hesin. ' I have found a use for it 
in my ov;n business and would- like to make some further 
experiments. .1 am, therefore, writing to ask if you 
will kindly forward me another lot of 100 pounds. 

Will you kindly reply and let me know v/hether you 
will make.this shipment, and if so, when. 

Yours very truly. 

P.S. Kindly address the package to my Assistant,.7.H.lieadow- 
oroft, Edison laboratory. Orange, I). J. 
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Koppers Products Company 
PITTSBURGH, PA. 

MARC DARRIN. 

July. 31, 1919. 

Ur. Thomas A. Edison, 
Orange, N.J. 

Attention Mr. W.H. Meadowcroft. 

Dear Sir; 

It is with pleasure I acknowledge receipt of your 
favor of the 29th inst., and note that you are interested in our 
Koppax Resin and desire us to send you another lot of approximately 
100 pounds. This we are arranging to do immediately and the materi¬ 
al will probably leave our Laboratory at the Mellon Institute within 
the next day or so. 

Looking over our records I find that we shipped you 
in Deoembor one 26 pound sample and-two or threo smaller 1 pound 
samples. The large 26 pound sample is the material you wish us to 
duplicate. It was marked our sample No. 4648. If I am inoorreot 
in this kindly advise the sample number of the material which you 
wish to duplicate and I will send additional lot. 

Assuring you of the pleasure wbioh we take in coop¬ 
erating with you in this matter, I am. 

Yours very truly. 

MD:LH MANAGER 



Ur. Marc Darrin, Manager, 
Koppors Products Company, 

.Pittsburgh, Pa. 

Dear Mr. Darrin: 

Mr. Edison wishes mo to write and suy 
that he has been ootuining good results from the 
100 rounds of foopax lies in you sent him about a 
month ego. This was same as sample ito. 4548. 
Ho believes he hf s found ti. new use for this material 
on a comparatively small scale. 

ilo has an impression that the pries is about 
10^ oar pound, and would Ills you to send him one 
thousand (1,000) pounds sc that he muy extend his 
experiments. ’.'.'ill you kindly have this quantity 
forwarded, with-bill, and advise me how socn ship¬ 
ment can bo made. It may bo shipped either in bugs 
or barrels. Will you kindly have shipment marked: 
"Edison laboratory, Ornr.-e, t'.J., attention Ur.Meadow- 
croft. 

Mr. Edison appreoiatos tho kind cooperation 
and nrompt attention you have shown in connection 
with'his pr.-vious requests. 

With kind personal regards, I am. 

Yours v :ry truly. 

Assistant to Mr. Edison. 



Koppers Products Gompany 

PITTSBURGH, PA. 

Mr. William H. Headowcroft, 
Thorns A. Edison Laboratory 
Orange, H.J. 

Dear Mr. Meadowcrofti / 

It is with pleasure that we acknowledge receipt 
of your favor of the 5th inst., and although our Laboratory 
advises that they do not have sufficient material on hand 
to immediate shipment of 1000 pounds of Koppax Resin, 
however, they can send something over 800 pounds in partial 
fulfillment of the order which I am asking them to do at once, 

The writer wishes to thank Mr. Edison and yourself 
for the kind interest you have taken in this matter. 

With warm personal regards, X am. 

, 1919. V 

v#\ 





September IB, 1919. 

Mr. Mare Darrin, Manager, 
Hoppers Products Company, 
Plttehurg, Pennsylvania. 

Dear Mr. Darrlm 

U have your letter of September 
16, and am pleased to learn that the remaining 200 lbs 
of Koppax Resin will be shipped from your Laboratory In 
tho near future. 

Mr. Edison Is very glad to learn 
that you will bo able to ship larger quantities at any 
time In the near future, and we will try and lot you knon 
as far In advanoe as possible. 

Mr. Edison notes that you are 
making two or three grades, and he would like to have 
samples of the other grades, properly marked for Identi¬ 
fication, and he will see whether or not he can use them. 
When you sold them along, kindly address same to me and 
I will see that he gets them personally. 

With kindest regards, I remain. 

Tours voiy truly. 

Asst, to Mr. Edison. 



Koppers Products Company 

PITTSBURGH, PA. 

MAnC DARRIN, 
£ 

Mr. William H. Meadoworoft. 
Thomas A. Edison Laboratory. 
Orange, N.J. 

Dear Mr. Meadcrworoft:- 

In reply to your favor of the 18th inst., advise 
that the other grades of Koppax Resin were furnished to Mr. 
Edison about the time of our first oonferenoe and Mr. Edison s 
test did not find them suitable for his purpose as the grade 
whioh he has ohosen. This is the same grade of material which 
the Westinghouse Eleotrio & Mfg. Company have been using for 
soma time in oonneotion with oertain molded compositions and 
I presume that it is for some analogous purpose that Mr. Edison 
ia using the product* 

With regards and thanking you for your interest 
in this matter, I am. 

Yours very truly, 

MD-LH manager 

1v«-C . 'i 
u< 

JM 



Hr. Marc Darrin, 
Hoppers Products Company, 
Pittsburgh, Pa. 

Dear Mr. Darrin: 

I received your favor of Sept. 22d. 
Mr. Edison romoir,bars that you furnished him with 
samples of the other grades of Eoppax Resin about 
the time of your first conference, but at that 
time he did not find them us suitable for his 
purpose as the grade which he ha3 chosen. Since 
that time, however, he has extendea his line of 
investigation and thinks that he wo'uld. like to 
make another trial of those other grades. 

Therefore, if there is no objection, he 
would bo obliged if you vd.ll kindly send him th^ree 
or four pound somplos of the other grades of rebin, 
marked for identification, and he will try them 
again, as he ha3 U3ed the first lot all up. 

With kind regards, I remain. 

Very truly yours. 

Assistant to Mr. Edison. 
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•r Amkrican Chkmical Products Company, Inc. 
'Manufacturers Importers 'Iiro{ers 

OADWAY, NEW YORK 
Deoember 10*0.919. 

Gentlemeni- 

Deoember 10*^ j 

-C 

Please quote 
r export. 

" -A —C± 
n 1,200 kilos Lithium Carbonate 

Yours very truly, 

GREAT AMERICAN CHEMICAL PRODUCTS CO. 

v. v Qfasu"- fa ^v- ClA * eL C ^ 



December 13, 1919. 
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Thomas A. Edison, Esquire, 
Orange, H. J. CnxW 
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Dear Yr. Sdis< 

We are just now at a vary critical period in tho 
prograss of chemistry industry in this country, and it is of the 
utmost importance that all chemists got to work immediately and 
vigorously to impress the Senators from their various states of 
the necessity for passing the bill (H. R. BQ78) which will save 
tho dye industry and continue this important guarantee of the 
national defense. 

I am sending you a copy of tho official resolutions 
of the American Chemical Society showing the groat Importance of 
this matter, not only to chemistry but to our national defonse, 
and the facts covering this bill. Note carefully the licensing 
feature and tho vital need therefor, and the effect of the low 
exchange rate of tho Mark. 

May I not ask that you yourself write and get as many 
of your friends as possible to write to Senator Joseph S. Frsling- 
huysen and to Senator Walter E. Edge, Washington, D. C., and send 
me copies of your letters and if possible the replies of the Sen¬ 
ators? You will thuB be of real help in the development of our 
profession. Immediate action is necessary as tho hearings are 
now going on and the bill will shortly go before the Senate. 

Senators want to know what their constituents think, 
and such letters are very much moro affective than you may realise. 

Sincerely yours. 
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[ATTACHMENT/ENCLOSURE] 

FOR THE NATIONAL DEFENSE AND TO SAVE THE AMERICAN DYE INDUSTRY 

Please read carefully* 

(1) Editorial "The Battle is On" by Charles H. Herty, Journal of Indus¬ 

trial and. Engineering Chemistry, December, 1919. (See Journal.) 

(2) Resolutions of the American Chemioal Society passed at the Philadel¬ 

phia Meeting and unanimously approved by its Committee on National Policy and 

its Board of Directors on November 29, 1919. (Attached.) 

(3) Memorandum of Present Dye .Situation as summarized below. (Attached.) 

Resolutions of the American Chemical Society passed at the Philadelphia 
Meeting and unanimously approved by its Committee on National Policy and its 
Board of Directors on November 29, 1919. 

WHEREAS, The establishment of a complete self-sustained coal-tar chemical and 
dye industry is a national necessity because of it3 well defined character as 
a key industry in our economic life, and 

WHEREAS, this industry ha3 a much deeper significance in that it constitutes 
a vital reserve both as to personnel and supplies for our Army and Navy in 
modern warfare, and 

WHEREAS, thi3 industry is also essential for supplies of synthetic drugs for 
the health of the Army, Navy and general public in peace and in war, and 

WHEREAS, thi3 country possesses an abundance of raw material for such an in¬ 
dustry, ample capital, and chemists capable of solving the many scientific and 
technical questions involved, as evidenced by the splendid progress of the 
past three years, and 

WHEREAS, thiB initial period, with all of its attendant difficulties, has not 
yet been adequate to admit of the efficient production in domestic plants of 
all colors needed by the American consumers, and 

WHEREAS, the greatly depreciated rate of oxohange in that country which in the 
past has manufactured the bulk of the world's supply of dyes presents a new 
and threatoning factor in all transactions of an international oharaoter. 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED First, that we urge all Americans to stand loyally by 
the young industry which embodies such far-reaching potentialities of service 
and protection for our country! 

Seoond, that every needful safeguard be thrown around this industry by the 
Congress of the United States, especially through the imposition of effective 
import duties and the provision of a temporary licensing system along the gen¬ 
eral lines embodied in H. R. 8078 known as the Longworth bill. 



[ATTACHMENT/ENCLOSURE] 

heuoraiidou on the longworth tariff & “°™srNG 
BILL TO PROTECT DYES, PHARMACEUTICALS, AND OTHER 

OOAL-TAR DERIVATIVES._ 

Mrl „,hich is now before -the Finance Committee of the Senate is 

designed to furnish the machineryr for 5 S' 
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manufacturing interests in its grasp for nearly half a centu y. 
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great strides that it demonstrated period to establish 
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that the American manufacturers would not dare to build pia 
processes because by so doing the, would merely lose money. 

. r,__t<ruiaplv anxious to prevent the passage of drastic 

sss issrss ...... «* 
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[ATTACHMENT/ENCLOSURE] 

all the needs of domestio consumers of dyes and wearers of garments. The 
laundry people are the ones who realize keenly the necessity for a sufficient 
supply of vat dyes because of oourse they handle the washable goods. The laun¬ 
dry owners at a recent national convention at which there were some 2,000 del¬ 
egates in attendance from all parts of the country adopted a Resolution favor¬ 
ing the enactment of such laws by the Congress as will enable the American dye 
industry to develop from coal tar all the colors for domestic consumption. 
Those men felt that they would rather use American than foreign made dyes and 
were patriotically desirous of giving opportunity to American manufacturers to 
continue their plans in meeting the requirements of the nation. 

At the moment, the War Trade Section of the State Department, whioh 
is a continuation of the War Trade Board, is dealing with the situation, and 
is licensing imports in much the same way as the proposed licensing bill pro¬ 
vides. But after January 15, 1920, or after the ratification of the Peace 
Treaty, if at a later date, this protection automatically is withdrawn and 
Germany can pour her dyes into this country just as rapidly as she can provide 
the necessary transportation. Within two weeks enough dyes could be imported 
to make it forever impossible for the American manufacturer to compete with 
bis German rivals. 

This iB the reason for haste. Some kind of emergenoy legislation 
should be enacted, ready to be put in force on the minute. 

If the Dnited States wants to save its dye industry and thereby in¬ 
sure one of the chief elements of the National Defense, Congress must provide 
the protection and that at once. The industry represents an investment already 
approaching four hundred millions. It is a key industry, the output of whioh 
goes into consuming industries whioh produoe about four billion dollars worth 
of goods a year. This is entirely aside from the National War Preparedness 
feature, and from the. vastly important medicinal end of the coal-tar industry. 

The fact that the German mark is now only 2.3 oents, approximately 
one-tenth its normal value, and that German dyes are sold in marks and not in 
dollars and cents has brought about conditions suoh that no possible protec¬ 
tion can serve to keep out German dyes during the emergenoy. A temporary li¬ 
censing feature is therefore essential. 

There is evidence all along the line that German influences are at 
work, and that the importers, who see in the establishment of American indus¬ 
try a great loss to their business, are the strongest opponents of the Dye 
U6ensing Bill. 



December 16,1919. 

Chur las L. parsons, iSsa., 
1709 G Stroot, 

V/nshington, D.C. 

Dear Mr. Parsons: 

Your latter of December 13th has bean 
reooivad. During the early part of the War I 
erected the first plants for producing Benzol and 
Toluol. The latter was used for making T. H. T. 
The Benzol was used in my plant where I produced 
the first synthetic Carbolic Acid for our Govern¬ 
ment, from Which they made Picric Acid explosives 
at Picatinny, N.J., and Indian Head, near Washington. 

In addition, I was the first to produce 
Aniline Oil in quantity for the textile mills, at 
their request, to prev-mt them from shutting down. 
I was also the first to produce in this country 
Para Phenylenediamine, which suved the fur dyers 
from closing their doors. Other very necessary 
chemicals wore also produced in these early pdynts. 
Altogether, I nut up five chemical works and four 
subsidiary slants, all of which were erected within 
65 days from the time of starting. I continued 
to operate those various plants until other manu¬ 
facturers could supply the market, when T retired 
and sold the apparatus to various chemical works. 
These facts are mentioned to show that I am familiar 
with chomical manufacture, but I no longer have any 
interest in this kind of production. 

I have been reading about the various 
schemes put forward for protecting our factories 
against Genpan low cost until they get a little 
more experience. It is my opinion that our fac¬ 
tories Bhould be protected, not by Tariff, which 
would be no protection at all, but by a licensing 
system, good for, say, four years, at the end of which 
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Edison General File Series 
1919. Christmas and New Year Greetings [not selected] (E-19-16) 

This folder contains a few cards and letters sent to Edison by members 
of the general public. None bears his marginalia or is accompanied by a 

response. 



Edison General File Series 

1919. Cigarettes (E-19-17) 

This folder contains correspondence from the public and from anti¬ 

cigarette crusaders, relating to Edison's well-known position against 
cigarettes, as publicized by Henry Ford. The selected 'terns are 
correspondence with Frederick E. Wolf of the University of Wisconsin YMCA, 
containing Edison's view that he was too busy to take a public role in the 

debate, as it generated too much additional mail. 

Approximately 5 percent of the documents have been selected. Most of 

the unselected items are requests for Edison's opinion or support, or for a 

copy of his original 1914 letter to Ford, which received no answer or form 

reply. 
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sitios moot the situation which the Tree distr 
of cigarettes duriny tho war lias created? If so I thin!: 
could help tho University of T.'iaconsin tremendously by a 
to what nay seen to you a very hij rocjuoot. T/oula you b 
oneutfi to.-fiend us a laryo photograph of yourself, with a 

/ifottcr-5uch..as was used in ih*. Ford's booklet on tho "Little 
/•.7k.itj 3layer". If you would do this we would have your 
l ohotopraph and letter framed and huas in e 
\Lf you have so many of these calls, that we outfit to pay tho 

actual expense, wo would he ylad to send you check covering 

Your face and word of condemnation hiui.e in 
our lobby would do more to provoke careful theutfit on the part 
of youny men , who are “Oiny to he the future leaders of 
America, than anythin” I can think of. 

Hoping that you will not think this 
request presumptions, and that wo nay h-ave your help in this 
most important nutter, I am 

Yours very truly, 



December 1, 1919. 

Mr. Frederick E. wolf. 
Young Men's Christian Association, 
yadlson. Wisconsin. 

Dear Sirs- 

yoor letter of November 22. has been received and 

brought to nr .Edison's personal attention. 

Me says he prefers not to comply with your request, 

as it would result in adding very heavily to his nail, and he 

is too busy to keep up the fight. 

Yours very truly. 

Asst, to Mr. 



This folder contains correspondence and other documents relating to 
Edison's membership in, and activities on behalf of, social clubs, professional 
societies political groups, and civic and charitable organizations. Many of the 
Mtererorrtalna request for some kind of support. Sev0rale®kfor perm^«i^n 
to use Edison's name in connection with their cause. Among th® 't®^ for 
1919areletters pertaining to Edhoirtacce^o^o^posjmramthe 
American Junior Naval & Marine Scout, Inc.; the Franklin Institute ot 
Philadelphia; the General Electric Apprentice Training System Alumni Assn 
and the National Inland Waterways Assn. Also included areletters concerning 
Edison’s involvement with the Japan Society of New York City and h® 
attendance at the presentation of the Edison Medalto Won 
by the American Institute of Electrical Engineers. 'n addition there s 
rorresDondence regarding organizations from which Edison decided to 
withdraw such as the American Philosophical Society and the American 

Protective Tariff League. 

Less than 20 percent of the documents have been selected. The 
material not selected includes unsolicited correspondence frornorganizahons 
of inventors, women, electrochemists, engineers farmers, aviao 
enthusiasts, and those with political agendas both for and against U.S 
ratification of the Treaty of Versailles and the creation of the League o 
Nations. Some of these letters bear routine Edison mar<ginalia such, as get 
me out" or "say impossible." Also not selected are routine responses stating 
that Edison away in Florida or busy with his experiments, along with 
numerous printed7 circulars, tickets, menus, membership cards, lists, and 

forms. 
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IN RE JAPAN 

AIDE MEMOIRE 

by 

LINDSAY RUSSELL 

Japan's initiative and spirit are revealed in the 

following milestones marking her career as a world power. 

OPENING OF JAPAN 

1852-;—The determination of President Millard Fillmore, 

backed by the unanimous vote of his Cabinet, to send a 

friendly expedition to Japan. Commodore Perry's 
peremptory orders were "No hostilities unless attacked." 

TREATIES OF COMMERCE AND AMITY 

1859_Acceptance by the Japanese Government of the 

Perry Treaty of 1853 and the Harris Commercial Treaty 

of 1859. See Griffis, The Mikado's Empire. 

TREATIES WITH OTHER POWERS 

1868—Signing by the Emperor of treaties made by Japan 
with the great nations. See Griffis, Japan in History. 

FULL OPENING OF JAPAN 

1868—The Charter Oath by which the Emperor accepted 
in full the idea of representative government, modern 

ideas of improvement and of inviting able foreign 
advisers to work in various departments. Thus was 

abolished the last vestige of the hermit spirit. 

INTERNATIONAL LAW ADOPTED 

1871—At a meeting in January of the highest officers 

of the Government the Japanese (at the risk of hostili¬ 
ties with France—a French battleship threatening to 

open fire on a small German gunboat in Yokohama harbor) 
definitely decided to make international law their 

basis of action. 

EMPIRE LAWS OF HEALTH 

After the flagrant defiance of Japan's quarantine and 

hygienic laws, by a German iron-clad escorting an 

infected ship into Yokohama harbor (with a resulting 
loss of life estimated at 100,000) Japan, on the advice 

of General Grant gave notice to the world that, even 
at the risk of war, she would defend and enforce her laws 

of health. 
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FOREIGN WAR 

1895—China-Japan War. Port Arthur and Liaotung Penin¬ 
sula awarded to Japan as part indemnity. (See Latourette, 
Development of Japan, MacMillan, Chapter 10.) 

JAPAN'S HUMILIATION 

1895—Russia backed by France and Germany forces 

Japan to give up Liaotung Peninsula. 

YELLOW PERIL 

1895—Kaiser Wilhelm II originated the cry of "Yellow 
Peril” as propaganda for the German Navy. (See R. P. 

Porter.) 

FULL SOVEREIGNTY 

1898—Japan succeeded in freeing herself from consular 

courts. 

TARIFF AUTONOMY 

1898—Harsh and iniquitous treaties abrogated, and 
Japan for the first time had self-determination in the 
matter of treaties and customs duties. Latourette, 

page 156. 

■ FIRE AND SWORD 

1898—Germany exacted a 100-year lease of Kiaochau 

from China and began to establish a great naval base, 

menacing Japan. 

BOXER OUTBREAK 

1900—Japan's soldiers at Pekin win the respect and 

applause of other nations. 

TREATIES WITH GREAT BRITAIN 

1902_On January 30, agreement for Alliance with Great 

Britain was signed. Treaties for Alliance were signed 

on August 12, 1905, and July 13, 1911. 

IMPERIAL INTRIGUE 

1904—The Emperor of Germany, working through the 
Czar of Russia and other emissaries, helped instigate 

the Russo-Japan War. 
NOTE: Further evidence is desired by the Japan Society 

on this subject, as well as evidence showing that 

Germany having gotten Russia into the war secretly 

intrigued for her defeat. 
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RUSSO-JAPAN WAR 

1905_Russo-Japan War. Japan regains Port Arthur and 

Kwantung territory. 

FIRST FOREIGN LOAN 

First sale of Japanese bonds in the United States and 
practically the first considerable issue of foreign 
bonds of any government to be subscribed to by the 

American public. 

ROOT-TAKAHIRA AGREEMENT 

1908_November 30, a note for safeguarding the peace 

in the Far East and other matters was signed. 

ANNEXATION OF KOREA 

1910_August 22, the treaty of annexation was signed 

by the representatives of Japan and Korea. 

ISHII-LANSING NOTE 

1917— November 8, the American-Japanese note acknowl¬ 

edging Japan's special position and insuring the integ¬ 

rity of China was signed. 

GERMAN PROPAGANDA 

1918— Exposure of German Foreign Secretary Zimmerman's 

note to Mexico stimulating intrigue to bring Japan 
to war with the United States. Congressional investi¬ 

gation of the whole subject of German propaganda dis¬ 
closed that the friendly relations between Japan and 
the United States had been the target for German 
propaganda; that false impressions had been created and 

a more or less continuous system of propaganda had been 

kept up during this period of years. 

JAPAN IN 1919 

1919— Japan at the Peace Congress at Paris, ranking 
perhaps in strength as third among the world powers. 



J&vm 5QC)£TY 
165 BROADWAY 

February 5th, 191S. 

!,!r. William H. Meadowcroft, 
c/o Ehos. A. 3dison, 

Orange , K. 3 . 

Dear Sir-.- 

"his is to thank you for your kind favor of 

4th inst. anclosing Mr, Edison's application for resi¬ 

dent membership in tha Japan Society. Our .Executive 

Committee meets tomorrow, when formal action will be 

taken on Hr. Edison's name. 'He shall be very happy 

indeed to number him among our members and appreciate 

the support he is giving to the important international 

rk the Society is doing. 



National Executive Committee 
Movement Sponsored by the for ‘he Organization and Establishment of the 

National Laboratory for 

Invention and Research 

New York City, 

April 16, 1919 

Thomas A- .Edison, Esq., 
Ft. Meyers, Florida. 

Ify dear Ur. Edison: 

We wrote you amonth ago Inviting you to act as active 
or honorary chairman of the National Stacutlve CMtftee for the purpose 
of laying out the plan and. policy of the Hatonalhaboratoyfor^ 
Invention and Research. V/e sent you a copy of our forty-eight page 
pamphlet laying out tentative plana. \ 

Will you please advise us so 
e the honor of your association. 

Awaiting your favor, we arc. 



THE FRANKLIN INSTITUTE 

PHILADELPHIA April 17, 1919. 

Thomas Alva Raison, Rsq., D.Sc. ,Ph.I>. ,TiXi.D.. 

Orange, 

I!evv Jersey. 

Sir: 

I have the honour to advise yon that at te 

Stated meeting of the Institute held on the evening 

of Wednesday, April the 16th, 1919, yon were unani¬ 

mously elected an Honorary Tiomoer. 

I also have the honour to advise you that 

a certificate of honorary membership is being pre¬ 

pared, and will he forwarded to you in duo course. 

I am. 

Respectfully, 

Secretary. 

R30: S 



April 18,1919. 

The American Protective Tariff League, 
339 Broadway, 

Hew fork, Jl.'x. 

Gentlemon: 

I Leg to tender herewith my resignation 

from The American Protective Tariff League. 

fours very truly, 

JtC'L 

A/6952, 



Hr- 3- B. Owens, Secretary, 
The i’ranklin Institute, 

Philadelphia, Pennc. 

Dear Sir:- 

I thank you for your letter of 

April 17th, and wish to express my since 

appreciation of the honour conferred upo 

me by the i’ranklin Institute in electing 

me an Honorary Member of the Institute. 

fours very truly, 

A/6969. 



April 19,1919 

yr. Thoma3 A. Edison, 
Llewellyn Park, 
West Orange, N. J. 

Dear Hr. Edison, 

The Board of Directors of the AMERICAN JUNIOR NAVAL AND 
MARINE SCOUT, believing that you are interested in its aims and 
purposes, has the honor to invite you to become a member of our 
National Advisory Council, membership in which is honorary and in¬ 
volves no financial or other responsibility. 

The chief purpose of the organization, which was founded 
in October, 1916, is to stimulate American boys under military age 
to prepare themselves to enter not only the Navy or Marine Corps 
but to man our merchant ships. It is constantly growing in numbers, 
influence and strength, has more than 60,000 boys enrolled in 164 
cities and towns of 38 States, and great interest has been shown by 
patriotic men and women in itB work. 

The actual work of organizing, instructing and drilling 
is inexpensive but thorough, because the Navy Department, through 
Admiral Benson, Chief of Naval Operations, our Chief Naval Scout, 
and Major General Barnett. Commandant, U. S. Marine Corps, our. Chief 
Marine Scout, authorizes its officers and men to perform this 
service. The circular letter of Secretary Daniels enclosed says 
that the Navy Department "is in full accord with the purposes of 
this movement." Excerpts from letters of officials of the govern¬ 
ment and patriotic organizations commending the Scouts' activities 
and assistance in war work, also enclosed, clearly demonstrate the 
value and usefulness of the movement to the country. 

This organization, so well-equipped for training our 
youth, works on broad lines and maintains with intensity of purpose 
and uniform success an effort which is constructively patriotic for 
it looks to the manhood and citizenship of the future. Enthusiasm 
that will result in the young men of the country offering their 

, STATES-EMPIRES-WORLDS I 



services to the Navy and Merchant Marine can be instilled in their 
minds only by proper educational methods, in conjunction with boys' 
activities. Military Training, together with instruction in seaman¬ 
ship and navigation, combined with athletic exercises and amuse¬ 
ments, all of which are included in our program of character build¬ 
ing, establish a proper foundation upon which to build the necessary 
material for our Navy and Merchant Fleets. It therefore seems to 
those connected with the organization that there is no other field 
in which a man could accomplish more for insuring the future of 
America than by lending his name, influence and support to the 
AMERICAN JUNIOR NAVAL AND MARINE SCOUT. 

Your name added to the roll of the Council will aid us in 
making the organization a permanent institution.. Among the members 
of the National Advisory Council are Major General Leonard Wood, 
and Admirals Mayo, Fletcher, Brownson and Fiske. 

Hoping for your favorable reply, I am 

Yours sincerely. 

EXECUTIVE SECRETARY. 



April 26,1919. 

Mr. John J. Fleming, 
iixecuti vo Secretary, 
American Junior Naval arid Marine Scout. Inc., 
51 Chambers Street, 
New York, II. Y. 

Dear Mr. Fleming: 

Allow me to express my appreciation 
of the honor extended to me in inviting mo to 
become a member of the National Advisory Committee 
of the American Junior Naval and Marine Scout.Inc. 

Inasmuch as your letter states that 
membership does not involve responsibility, which 
I take as meaning the giving of time and effort, 
I take pleasure in accepting the invitation so 
courteously extended.' 

Yours very truly, 



OP PROTECTIVE TARIFF LITERATURE I~cluo.no THE AMERICAN ECONOMIST 

THE AMERICAN PRGTECTIVE TAmFF LEAGLIE 

NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS, 339 BROADWAY 

,N NEWYORK May 2nd., 1919. 

Mr. Thomas A. Edison, 
Oranee, 

N. J. 

Dear Mr. Edison: 

Many thanks for your contribution 

under date of April 23rd., for which find receipt 

enclosed. Your assistant notified us that you 

desired to withdraw from The League and your 

withdrawal has been noted upon the membership 

card for December 31st., in view of the fact that 

the authorized subscription is paid, but I thought 

I ought to notify you of this so that we may comply 

with your wishes. 

However, I trust that our efficiency 

during the year will appeal to you and that on or 

before December 31st., we may have the withdrawal of 

your resignation. 

Very truly yours, 

Wilbur F, Wakeman, 

Treas., & Gen'l Seo. 

Diet.,W.P.W, 

(Enclosure) 



American Institute of Electrical Engineers 
33 WEST THIRTY-NINTH STREET 

a New York 

, Thomas A. EdiBon, 
Orange, H. J. 

- 4;a 

jL.,1 

*. »!.« 
The Edison UedaX will he presented 

Mr. Benjamin G. Lamme on Friday evening, May 16, 1919, 

at the Engineering Societies Building. 

The President and the Board of Directors of 

the American Institute of Eleotrioal Engineers request 

the honor of your presence that evening and invite' you 

to he seated on the platform as a guest of honor. 

The Committee counts upon your presence to 

make the evening a success. 

Very truly yours, 

Chairman-Committee on Arrangements, 
EDISOE MEDAL PRESIHTATICIH. 



ElectricalTesting Laboratories 
GENERAL OFFICE AND LABORATORIES 

Mr. Thomas A. Edison, 
Orange, 

Hew jersey. 

My dear Mr. Edison, 

It has been suggested,; and the proposition has met with 
considerable favor, that prof. E. L. Ilichols of Cornell should be 
elected Honorary Member of the Illuminating Engineering Society. 

Prof. Hichols retires as Head of the Department of 
Phisies in June, and an election of this kind would be a fitting 
recognition of his work. As undoubtedly you know from the day 
when he made his thesis in Germany on the Light Emitted by 
Incandescent Platinum until the present time, he has been 
actively engaged in researches which bear more or less directly 
on the fundamentals on which illuminating engineering is based, 
and he has through his contribution and through the inspiration 
which his instruction has given to the many s^den+iL!h? 
passed through his department, been a very influential actor 
indeed in the movement which resulted in the organization and 
in the success of the Illuminating Engineering Society. 

Ij'or your reference I am enclosing herewith a 
surreptitiously obtained biographical sketch and su?]* a as 
I have been able to get together of Dr. Hichols publications 
along these lines. It is hoped, in case the movement carries 
through, to let the announcement of it come as a surprise to 
prof. Hichols at the time of his retirement in June. 

The Constitution requires a petition signed by not less 
than fifteen members, which shall go to the Council.and then a 
unanimous vote of the Council by letter ballot. I hope_very much 
that you will be willing to put your name on1petition and 

, ~  jf vou care to go to the trouble oi 

suggestion is a proper one which you will be inclined to accede to. 

Yours very truly. 

C.H.S./P. 
Enc. (List 

(petitioi 
P.S. It is hoped to present this petition to the 
Council at its meeting on Thursday of this week so 
that your prompt attention to this matter is requesl 



May 6,191 

Mr. F. L. Hutchinson, 
33 ffe3t 39th Street, 

Hew icrk, H.Y. 

Dear Mr. Hutchison: 

Mr. JSiison has received the 
kind invitation of the President and Board of 
Directors of the American Institute of Electrical 
Engineers to attend the presentoticri of the Edison 
Modal to Mr. Benjamin G. Lamme on Friday evening, 
May 16th, and he wishes me to extend his sincere’ 
thanks for this ocurtesy. 

Ko would like to send a definite 
acceptance, but just at this time is unaole tc do 
so. lie is feeling somewhat indisposed at the 
present time, in addition to having a vast amount 
of important oxporiraents on hand. You will see 

therefore, that there is some doubt as to whether’ 
ho will be able to attend the presentation, ceremony 
but he will be there if he can. 

Yours very truly. 

Assistant to Mr. Edison. 

/>/7107. 



liny 6,1'Jlis. 

Dr. Clayton H. Sharp, 
Electrical Testing Laboratories, 
80th Street and East End />ve., 
How York, N.Y. 

Dour Dr. Sharp: 

Your letter of I'ay 5th to !*r. ^ 
Edison raa received this morning and laid before 
him at orwo, so that there should be no delay in 
Settins a reply to yon. 

Ha has sinrned the petition as you 
desired, and F enclose it herevitn. 

I am also return the biOKrurhioal sketch 
although on aid not u-i for it. Vossioly. you 
muy war.t to U3e it. Tf ycu do ne t, you :nay return 
it to mo for my files.- 

Yours very truly. 

isistant to iir. Edison. 

Enclosures. 



At the request of the Government, the several business 
interests concerned with building and other construction united 
in July 1918 to form a ’,7nr Service Committee. She time intervening 
between that date and the signing of the armistice was so short 
that the Committee was unable to accomplish much of permanent good, 
except to come to a realization that the construction activity of 
the united States would be more serviceable to itself and the public 
if the business interests concerned might be permanently bound 
together. 

Accordingly, at a national Convention, early in December 
1918, the national Federation of Construction Industries was 
organized on a permanent basis. A copy of the proceedings of 
the convention is being sent you under separate cover. 

She American Construction Industry is the largest in¬ 
dustry in the world. It includes roughly one-third of the 
business firms of the United States. It normally produces fhree 
Billion Dollars of additional permanent taxable wealth in this 
country annually in the form of buildings, highways and other 
architectural and engineering projects. It furnishes more than 
one-quarter of the railroad tonnage of the United States. It 
employs more men than any other business in the country, excepting 
agriculture. 

She Industry embraces the construction of residences, 
warehouses, factory, office and other buildings, roads, streets, 
railroads, bridges, docks, tunnells, dams, water works, sewers and 
other public works; dredging, irrigation, wrecking and remodeling; 
the production, manufacture and distribution of materials, equip¬ 
ment and machinery entering into or used in connection with con¬ 
struction; contractors, sub-contractors, engineers, architects, 
building and highway commissioners, realty and mortgage bankers, 
insurance companies, real estate developers, building and loan 
associations, and other professional, financial, commercial and 
industrial interests connected with construction or real estate 
development. 

. Systematic study has never been given bo co-ordinating 
the elements of the construction industry in matters of mutual 
interest. She gentlemen who participated in organizing the 





IJr. Thomas 3. Edison- (2) 

Federation feel that it will provide the machinery which will make 
such co-ordination possible; and because of its contact with the 
several elements will be able to assist them to become most 
effective in their inter-relationships. 

She Directors of the Federation at their last meeting 
decided that it wdiuld be eminently desirable to create a Board 
of national Advisors, composed of some of the leading business 
men of the United States, to assist them in the determination 
of their policy and the development of the work of the Federation. 
They accordingly unanimously elected you as a member of the 
Board of national Advisors, and extend to you an earnest in¬ 
vitation to serve in this capacity. It is not the intention 
of the Directors to impose heavy duties upon the members cf 
the Board of national Advisors, but rather to be in a position 
where they may call upon them from time to time for advice and 
information, which will be done largely through the mails. 

7e assume that you will do us the honor to accept 
membership upon this Board and trust that we may hear from 
,you at your early convenience. 

Yours truly. 

President. 



Ur. Ernest T. Trigg, Pres., 
national Moderation of Construction Industries, 
757 Daxel-Building, 
Philadelphia, Pa. 

Dour Sir:- 

l.lr. Edison desires me to express his regret that 

he cannot see his way olear to accept the honor of becoming 

a member of ,the Board of national Advisors. Ho appreciates 

the compliment involve-;! In your invitation to him, but he 

is withdrawing us much as possible from affairs of a public 

nature. 

This is in roply to your letter of May 7th. 

Yours very truly. 

Assistant to Jlr. Edison. 



Hay 10,191‘J. 

Hr. Thos. Howard, 
national iixeontive 
national Institute 
A'orld ^ld*., 
I!ev: ifork^.n.Y. 

Committee, 
of Inventors, 

Dear Sir:- 

Hr. liaison regrets that he oanr.ot 3ne his way 

clear to act as active or honorary chairmen of the national 

iixeontive Committee for the organization and osta.lishment 

of the national Lahero tory for Invention ana 3o search. 

This is in reply to your letter of r.pril loth, 

sent to Hr. Kdison at Ft. Myers, Fla. 

Yours truly, 

Kai80n Laboratory. 

A/7136. 



American Institute of Electrical Engineers 
33 WEST THIRTY-NINTH STREET 

May 14, 1919. 

Mr. Thomas a. Edison, 
Orange, 3. 

Dear Mr. Edison: 

We were pleased to receive your acceptance 

of the invitation to he present at the ceremonies 

of the presentation of the Edison Medal to 

Benjamin G. Lamme. to take place at Institute head¬ 

quarters. Hew York, on Friday evening. May 16. 1919, 

at 8:30 r.M. 

The Committee on arrangements asks that you 

present yourself in the corridor on the right of 

the main auditorium at 8:20 r.U.. in order that 

you may be seated with the other platform guests. 

Very truly yours. 

on arrangements, 
BBESBHTaTIOH. 





AMERICAN PHILOSOPHICAL SOCIETY 
s held at Philadelphia 

for Promoting Useful Knowledge 
Mi¬ 

llay 276h, 1919. 

iu s' L 
Mr. R. '7. Kellow, Secretary, 

c/o Thomas A. Edison, 

Orange, H. J. 

My dear Sir: . 

We are in receipt of yours of .the 24th instant. Mr. Edison 

is a member of this Society,having been elected in 1896. 

gret that I am unafcle to send you/a copy of 

have reoently had £ 

l 
r by-laws a they 

a number of amendments made to them^d^they 

have not yet been reprinted in the amended form. Asjprovided, 

wirtteg members residing beyond thirty miles of the Hall were 

not required to pay annual dues.,but as amended this year annual 

dues of $5.00 will fee requiredIof such members on and after 

January, 1920, and they wili^rfeceive the "Proceedings" of the 

Society without further ohargl Heretofore those members not 

paying dues did not receive t^e "Proceedings" unless they sub¬ 

scribed for them and the subscription price was placed at the 



},Lu&jL P. 

tPl/x&.9 /pcd fi 

*^£SS»rf' AS* O)/ /? 
Stfy£-»~4tlw‘?»i«'"M£ ^/fatf pO'J'/(y June 4, 1915 

,U \Li ~ik^n ■*"£ 
Jj-wurw-- *H 

nas A. Edison, JjY fj 

“ “• 3J, “Ppt -'f 

We sent you on February 24th, a Reference Form, ^ 

duplicato of which is enclosed, on an a^plj^gfc^o^^or"mombershi^#±h^' 

the Society of Mr. Harold P. Brown. I*-'^ 

We are anxious to complete the applicatioi! jin ordei 

that it may be presented to the Membership Committee but iJ/is fly^l 

May we ask that you(,give 

the matter your attention at your earliest convenience? 

TOE AMERICAN SOCIETY OP MECHANICAL ENGINEERS 

IPL C Membership Department) 



Mr. I. F. Led'dy, 
Membership Department, 
The American Society of M.Engineers, 
39 West 39th-Street, 
Mew York, H.Y. 

Dear Sir:- 

Hr. Edison roquost3 mo to return to you 
the enclosed blank and to state that he has not seen 
Mr. Hrown for about 20 years and doe3 not remember 
enough about him to initial the data contained on the 
blank. 

Yours very truly. 

Assistant to Mr. Edison. 



June 17,1919 

Kr. J. 11. Ha,/a, Secretary, 
American Philosophical Socioty, 
104 South Pifth Street, 
Philadelphia, Pa. 

Gentlemen: 

Allow me tc 'tender .iy resignation 

aa a Member of the Amoriann Philosophical Society, 

to tal.o aj'fect at ones. 

'/oura very truly. 

A/7404. 



AMERICAN FORUM ASSOCIATION, INC. 

Mr. Thomas A. Edison,' 
Llewellyn Park, 
V/est Orange, 1T.J. 

ADVISORY COUNCILS 
Organisation 

Richard Washburn Child 
Lawyer 

Mrs. Bernard E. Pollak 
Mrs. C. C Rumsev 
Francis H. Sisson, Vice-President 

Guaranty Trust Co. 
Miriam Finn Scott 
Cushinc Stetson 

Press Service Co. 
Mrs. Charles L. Tiffany 
Edward Jewitt Wheeler, Editor 

Burton W. Wilson 
Lawyer 

Publicity 
Ray Stannaro Baker . 

Porter Emerson Browne 
McClure's Magacine 

Frances A. Kellor 

I want to assure you of my appreciation 
of. the attitude you have taken on the question of-, 
relations between labor and Capital. 

Tour fine attitude toward the working 
man points the way to the sanest and surest method 
of oombating extreme radicalism. 

The Anerioan Porum Association is or¬ 
ganized for the purpose of promoting a constructive 
attitude of mind on social, economic and industrial 
prQblems. 

I am sur e that you will be int erest ed 
in the service which we have to offer to the Amer¬ 
ican platfom. We are not experimenters in this 
field. We know what has been done and we believe 
we know what can be done. 

May I have five minutes with you at 
your early oonvenienoe? 

Sinoerely ycrar 

American Asso'tt Labor Legislation 
Franklin H. Giddings, Professor 

Sociology, Columbia University 
Edwin R. A. Seligman, Professor 

Samuel Zane Batten 
The Baptist Brotherhood Council 

(Above list not completed) 



KB ERMK1IH II? ST HUTS 

. OB TIE STATE OB BEENSYIVAHIA 

PHHiAEEIiPEIA 

July 15; 1919. 

To the Members of The Franklin Institute: 

It .s intended to publish in our 1919-SO 

Year Book a ■.craplotn list of those' of our Members who 

served the Government in any capacity during the recent 

Vie shall be greatly obliged if you will fill 

out the enclosed form’, and return it not later than 

August 1st. 

R. B. OWEHS. 

• ' SECRETARY., 



AMERICAN INSTITUTE OF MINING ENGINEERS 
29 West 39th Street, New York, N. Y. 

I/Uvw ***» li? 

a 
CL five W* 

Thomas A. Edison, Keq. 
Orange, N.-J. 

7A 

. *1 
5'ka-r£*le-» 

Dear Sir: ' 
Welli 

from Mr,.Herman...Reirihald,--—/—. 
who writes us that he is acquainted with you. C 

If you deem him worthy of membership in the 

Institute will you be kind enough to write us a letter 

to that effect? 
It requires three endorsers for each candidate 

before his name can be acted upon by the Committee on 

Membership. 
Trusting that you will give this matter your 

prompt attention, 

Faithfully yours, 

BRADLEY STOUGHTON, 
Herman Reinbold, Esq. 

Omaha,Neb. 



Gl 

July 30,191V. 

Mr. Bradley Stoughton, 
Saorotary,Amoricnn Institute of Mining Engineers 
29 West 39th St., ’ 
New York, il.Y. 

Dear Sir:T 

Your note of July 28th has keen received. 
Ur. Edison requests me to say that he has only mot 
Mr. Herman Heinbold onos, and then only for a fe.v 
minutes. Mr. Heinbold has been in the mining bus¬ 
iness for many yoar3. Vie understand that he owns 
and operates Lithia mines in the Bluok Hills. 

Yours very truly. 

Assistant to Mr. Edison. 

A/7641. 



Association of 

Edison Illuminating Companip^ 

Mr. Thomas A. Edis 
Orange , New Jersey. 

August 9, 1919 

Dear Ur. Edison:- 

On behalf of the Association of Edison 
Illuminating Companies, I take pleasure in extend¬ 
ing to you, as an honorary member of the Association, 
a special invitation to be present with ^s. Edison 
and your family at our Annual I.ieeting to be held at 
The Griswold, New London, Connecticut, September lbth 
to 18th, 1919. 

The Association will consider itself 
greatly honored by your presence, and I have no hesi¬ 
tation in saying that nothing would Sive us more 
pleasure than the presence of yourself and family at 
this Convention. 

7/e will gladly arrange for your eccommo- 
dation, and I am certain that you all will °f 
interest in our program as well as pleasure m meeting 
with your many friends in the Association. 

Trusting that you may find it expedient to 
come for at least a part of the time, I am, with kind¬ 
est regards. 

Very truly yours, 

President, 

LLE/EAW 



August 19,1919. 

I'r. L. L. Elden, President, 
Association of Edison Illuminating Companies, 

»9 Boylston Street, 
Boston.llass. 

Dear i:r. Elden: 

Your kind invitation, to Ur. Edison 
asking him to be present with Mrs. Edison and his 
family at the Annual Meeting of the Association at 
Rev.’ Bond on. Conn., Sept, loth to Kith, has been 
recaived and held pending the return of Mr. Edison 
from his recent camping trip. 

The invitation and program has been shown 
Dr. Edison at the first opportunity, and he wishes 
mo to say that perhaps ho con arrange to attend the 
Annual Meeting, etc. as suggested, at least part of 
the time. 

As the time draws nearer, I think it will 
be well for you to drophim another line reminding 
him of the occasion. 

iVith kind regards, I remain, 

fours sincerely, , 

Assistant to Hr. Edison. 



Association of 

taking the liberty of reminding you of the ooming 

Convention of the Edison Association, in the hope that 

you will find it agreeable and convenient to attend 

with your family. •*/</ ^ 'ncto 

We shall be greatly honored by your presence, 

and will be glad to moke all necessary arrangements 

for your accommodation if you will advise us of your 

wishes in the matter. 

I would suggest that any communications in 

reply to this letter be addressed to the Hotel Griswold, 

New London, Connecticut, as X shall be located there 

instead of in Boston after September 11th. 

Sincerely yours. 

President. 



THE ENGINEERS’ CLUB OF PHILADELPHIA 

... 

„ . ,,, V ' . October 
J ninth ^ 

Ur. Thos. A. Edison 
E. Orange, H.J. 

1,'y dear Mr. Edisoi 

p 
n 
' L i 

VuW 

Club" 

jediate 

Peacetime reconstruction has given "4® ' 
a splendid opportunity for national service and 
cessitates re-grouping of our personnel and xeu 
increase of our membership. 

y/e propose to nahe "our Club" a great civic 
form, active in the affairs of our city and sta„e. 

Y/c mist extend these advantages to the engi¬ 
neers and technicians, who have recently chosen to 
dwell among us. 

/ life are developing in close liason with the 
; ~eat Roupings of industry, commerce, business an 
i finance so that "our uembership" will be an avail 
; able’source of consultive and directive help. 

■P' ^ our present rate of increase we will soon 
r fill the active list, and now invite you to nominate 
r two friends for membership, so the honors may oe 
\ fairly distributed. 

\ Please fill out and return enclosed card . 

Very truly yours, 

nd 

©^-4- 

JAS.V 

M 

President. 

yeK. JLPt 7i AM yo-uj 

C^c4 (y. Ipp *M JLyc.ltj+e( 7£ Jeu" 

... ll( Pc*** a<%«X*u.e 

M PfjojulP cu*4 */? •j£°%Pujt*l 



STATE OF NEW JERSEY 
AGRICULTURAL EXPERIMENT STATION 

J. G. UPMAN. Di.«u» 
NEW BRUNSWICK. N. J. 

October 14, 1919 

Dear Mr. Edison: 

The American Association for the Advancement 
of Science is to meet at St. Louis, Mo., from December 29, 
1919, to January 3, 1920. Section M of the Association, known 
as the Section on Agriculture, is arranging for a symposium on 
the general subject of "Mechanical Power and Labor Saving De¬ 
vices in Agricultural Progress." As Secretary of Section M , 
X am expected to arrange the details of the program, to secure 
the speakers, etc. 

In view of the important part electricity has 
already olayed in rural progress, it is obviously necessary and 
desirable to include in the discussion the topic Electricity 
or the Electric Motor as a Factor in Agricultural Advancement. 
Hence, I am led to write to you and to ask for suggestions as 
to the names of persons who, in your opinion, might contribute 
in a helpful way to the discussion of this particular phase of 
the subject. X am sure that the officers and members of the Asso¬ 
ciation would feel grateful to you for any suggestions you may 
care to offer in this connection. 

Sincerely yours, 

DEA1T AND DIRECTOR 

.^ 

- ( ^.•" $ 

4 tU ^ 



October 17, 1919. 

Mr. J. G. Liman, 
Lean and Director, 
Agricultural Experiment Sta., 
New Brunswick, New Jersey. 

Dear Mr. LIpman: 

I have received your letter of Ootobor 14, 

and regret I find rqyself unable to be of assistance to you. It 

is so many years since I was aotlvely associated with the Elec¬ 

trical Industry that I have been out of touch with the electrical 

field. 

My suggestion would be that you write to tho 

President of the American sooiety of Electrical Engineers, 33 w. 

59th Street, Hew York. I think the President named is l'r. Comfort 

A. Adams. 

Yours very truly. 

Edlphoned 
23. 
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By Dear iir. Edison:- , , , . 
Bur ins the war, most remarkable results 

r/ere secured: thru the use of visual material—films, pictures:, 

^ mt o„vloc Brouetlt m„ 

close contact with these activities; of the government, has 
cherished the hope that the really great instructional values 
involved' might become educationally available. This hope 
is now assuming real form in the organization o, a scientitic 
society, * THE RATIONAL ACABEMf.EOR VISUAL. , an 
organization of educational and child welfare associations which 
has adopted the following program : 

« The l.aticnal Academy for Visual Instruction is a scien- 
tifjc society for the advancement of education thru the devel- 
opmer.t of the Instructional motion picture, and other means 

°f V'ToUthat?end the Academy bands together those individuals 
and associations interested: in thus advancing the Public Wel¬ 
fare thru the development of Visual Instruction; recognizing 
in addition to its unfailing interest appeal, fcfca economy of 
time and energy and its possibilities; of life enrichment. 

The class-room, the public forum, the churoh~are entitled 
to the latent eduoational powers and benefits of the visual, 
appeal, at present so largely monopolized: by commercialized 
entertainment, 

/ It shall be the purpose of the Academy therefore: 
11 To stimulate, aid, and conduct scientific research in 

visual instructionand in its publications to make available 
such results. 

2) 
To duplicate the work of no association? but to serve them 

all thru integrating their efforts and contributions—-thus 
being at the National Capital, a real clearing house-of in¬ 
formation, methods--and progress; in the field of visual 
instruction. 

3) 
) To render the valuable historical service of creating a 
National library for instructional and eduoational film and 
a Hied'materials (in probable cooperation with the Library 
of Congress and th^ Smiths on iarh )-and to 



<g,oUege ffilue 

feeig Oardhch. 
effect the non-profit distribution of such mater 
educational groups. 

tart. 
l)--l To be an official agency for securing the above benefits 

internationally, and therefore- to encourage abroad the or¬ 
ganization and affiliation of similar academies. 

Adequate endowment funds-, can be made available—this 
seems clear— the immediate need; however; is to find out what, 
prominent educators and thinkers and organizations, are interested! 
in this problem and to mobilize them and their adv-ice from time 
to time upon the Board of Directors-, and various Researoh ai d 
Advisory Technical and other Boards needed; to properly guide: 
so important an educational movement, 

K fine group of University Presidents, College Professors, 
and Public 3ohooi men have already indicated!their desd.ro-to. 
have a; part in this important work. 

Would you, therefore, kindly indicate your interest 
by your answers to the following three questions : 

I — 
Are you interested in such a scientific effort ?. 

II— 
Would you be willing to give the movement the 
benefit of your counsel upon one of its advisory 
Boards ? 

Ill- 
In your judgment is it not worth while to try to 
rescue the visual appeal of the film from the 
almost exclusive use of commercialized amusement 
and under conservative educational leadership 
make its powers for instructional ends! available: 
to the sohools of the nation ? 

Yours very sincerely. 

Visual instruction. 

For'-the committee",. 



October 29, 1919. 

Mr. H. W. Hurt, 
Hoorn 856, 
200 Fifth Avo., 
How York City. 

Dear Sir:- 

Your letter of October 23 to Mr. 

Edison hao boon received. He le so very busy Just now 

on a series of Important experiments that it is some¬ 

what difficult to got him to look over his mall. How¬ 

ever, I will try to bring your letter to his attention 

at a favorable opportunity. 

Yours very truly. 

Kdlphoned 

25. 
Asst. 



ecutive Offi _ ^ 

>;V/>,7^Va4 
X enclose herewith, for your perusal as a member of bur Niy.- 

ionaj Advisory Council, copies of certain letter^ .that have 
passed between the Navy Department and this off&6 with respect 
to a letter addressed to us by Secretary Daniels on July ^th 
withdrawing his endorsement of our movement given by his le-ters 
of Jam' vy ?.Oth and ^lst, respectively, ^rom an examination of 
these pi. lers, it is apparent that the position taken by the 
C;ecre+ arv is most untair and unwarranted- 

The withdrawal of Secretary Daniels' letter of endorsement 
was not in itself a very serious matter,but the fact u.at he al¬ 
so requested General Barnett and Admiral Benson to tender tneir 
resignations as officers of the AJBtKS compelled us to place up¬ 
on him the responsibility for the destruction of tre movement. 

The Secretax-y gives no sound or logical .reason for his atti¬ 
tude outside of the statement that he signed a letter of endorse¬ 
ment "under a misapprehension," which letter,during a period of 
more than six months after its date,had been accepted,used and 
circulated by officers and men of the Navy and l-arinc corps, and 
by our own officials, as an endorsement given in good faith. 

The patriotic service rendered by our organization during 
the three years of its existence,which lias proved to be of mat¬ 
erial benefit to the Kavy, the Karine Corps, the Nation and it3 
vouth.has.on many occasions,been warmly commended by Secretary 
Daniels, the man who, above all other men, should do everything 
in his power to aid and encourage the progress of the movement 
but who, on the other hand, and for no good reason, has been 
the cause of its disruption. „ „ , , |. 

I Our Directors have decided, in view of Secretary Daniels 
change of heart,to wind up the affairs of the American Junior I 
Naval and Karine Scout, Inc., and, to that end, steps are beingH 
taken for the dissolution of the corporation. / 

Assuring you of cur appreciation of your support of our 
organization as one of its National Advisory Council, 

Very sincerely yours, 



November S,l‘Jl9 

Newark Advertising lion's Club, 

Newark, H.J. 

Gentlemen: 

X hereby tender my resignation as a 

member of the Newark Advertising lien’s Club, 

take offoot at once. 

Your3 very truly, 

4 . * 



SDrganijcO Spare!) 28tb, 1913 

apprentice Crnining <§>pstem 

Refer All Bills. Com 

9J*. 

_ Grnen . \ ' J /* 
Bovenber 17, 1919 

Thomas a. rid Ison 
Llewellyn park, 
West orange...D. J. 

Dear Hr. Hdisont- 

I have, perhaps you will tffink, an unusual re qa*t t° make 
of you.but we will consider it nn honor, if you will fa\or us. 

t have boon asked to invite you to accept an Honorary 
Membership in the Alukni Association of the General electric 
Apprentice Training system, scheneetadyvworks, 

A word as to whnt the Alumni Association^B;- 

*he Alum no Association of the Schenectady G. I}’?1*® 
aonrent ice Training system, was organized March £8, 1913 at an 
informel dinner held in one of the restaurants in Schenectady, 

which was attended by thirty-five (®)/^"welfare Dent of 

have a permanent association. 

At the present time the membership is ^0. Permanent club 
rooms heve been established, a treasury of .•jZOO.OO made *°BB» 
and'the following men have accepted an Honorary Membership 

M’" G, 15. Flnmons, Vice president of the G.B. CO., 

Ohu: r. “• 
SiKitto'wfSStio. mi** ~ ‘f'SilHS" 
and advisor of this Alumni Association,- ^if^eA^artment- one 
General superintendent; Hr .A. *. ^^^ciat ion’s activities, 

,r.ra 



Apprentice draining jigatem 

Hr. Thos. A.Rdlson - 2 - Hovember 17, 1919, 

Hr, John YorkEton.supt. of Drafting and Mr. Charles F. Marquis, 
the present superintendent of Apprentices,- the man mho doeB his 
utmost to make good, clean, efficient workmen of the Apprentices. 

Shis Association is composed entirely of Graduate G. K. 
Apprentieen, of good, moral character,with their diploma of the 
following trades taught, and whoia constitute our m ember ship;?- 

Tool-mekers; Draftsmen; Tool Designers; Machinists; 
Blacksmiths; pattern-makers; core-makers; Holders and Tin-smithB, 

Admitting we are separated by some distance in miles, we are 
closely allied in our daily occupation, as we have today, many men 
in the sohenectady works, mho remember well when ’•Tom. Raison’*, 
as you were called in those days, used to come to sohenectady, 
and keep,the sdison Electric cos mechanics on tho jump, until 
he was satisfied that the machines in the course .of construction, 
were successful. Many of these men have boys who,are graduates of the 
Schenectady G. K.works Apprentice Courses, and I am sure that; these 
same hoys would consider it a great honor to have you accept an 
Honorary Membership in the Alumni Association, and it would certainly 
be a pleasant reminder to you to know that if the younger gjexxxjbtxaoc 
generation of Rdison Rleetrio (Horn G. 3. mechanics) could have you 
as an Honorary Member ofntheir Association, it would give theix 
members and prospective members something to think of, and realise 
that you still have pleasant memories of the old days among the 
Schenectady works' mechanics. Trusting that you will favor ub 
with an Honorary Membership, and assuring you of Bincere appreciation, 
I am 

Yours very truly 

WJS:HSC '/■Secretary 

Alumni Association Apprentice Training 
system. 



S. H. MARTIN, Stcot 
A. H. TH ACHER, Thl 
E A. HOSELTON. S 

National Inland 

Waterways Association 
£ 

A A 

November 18, 1919 .C" 

A./ Ip 
My dear Mr. Edison; 

At a recent meeting of the 
Association, your names wp present^' 
to vo- an invitation to become nn hoi 
elation, TTithout fees or dues. / 

please find enclosed'a nembe-ship card thn- "ill grant 
to you courtesies at Tfatemay and Good-ponds conventions, Nindl. 
read carefully the list of a ten of our members, vmch you y:.ll 
also find enclosed. 

Te are carryin? on an educational campaign on behalf 
of all practical Inland ’Jfnterrnys propositions that are feasible. 
Te are "sl-tinp aid from our government in construct ni? Inland 
vateur-nvs on a business basis, I. S.} that there should be "look 
toll far nil ^ho utilize r*’vers and canals and the government 

SSS&SSEl^ SSSiln?" 
public sentiment on behalf of the enclosed Bill. 

The question of transportation is vex?' critical at the 
present time and the only relief is Inla-d mstervays and Good Hoads 
to eive us efficiency and eoonomy. 

Hoping to ha-'e your support on nnterws end Hii'h«ays, 

Cordially yours, 

NATIONAL INLAND WATLK'JAYS AS800IATI -■! 

H " 

to* 

ai'-A 

3 °L' 

, lf"'" 

M'c 

tc^ 

D* 

Ml 

\r (P 
■: \),« W - 



November 20, 1919. 

Sir. William J. Sands, 
Building 40 Tool Bent., 
Oenoral Kleotrlo 0o., 
Schenectady, Few Fork. 

Boer Slrt- 

r have rocelved your letter of November IV,In 

whl* 1 «m Invited to acoopt an honorary membership In tho Alumni 

Association of tho General Kleotrlo Apprentice Training System, 

Schonootady works. 

Allow me to express my appraolation on the 

compliment thus paid mo, and to signify my acceptance of your 

invitation. 

25. 

Yours very truly, 



November 25,1919. 

Dr. C. D-. Gray, 
National Inland Waterways Association, 
1301 Fanners Bank Building, 
Pittsburgh, Pa. 

Dear Sir:- 

I received your letter of November 18th, 

and beg to express my appreciation of the compliment 

extended to me in the invitation to become an Honorary 

Member of the National Inland. Waterways Association, 

which I accept with pleasure. 

Yours very truly, 

A./8282. 



Edison General File Series 
1919. Condensite Company of America 

Th.s .older contains corresponden^^^^ 

the Condensite Cow.^/S^'he|dPshares of common stock. Two of the 

relating to his personal investment in the company. 



CONDENSITE COMPANY OF AMERICA 

Bloomfield,N.J. 

■ c ^ / 
February X, 19IS. 

* 

TO TEE STOCKHOIBERS OF: COEDEIISITE COMPAHZ OF AMERICA 

The annual meeting of the stockholders of this 

Company will her. held in conformance with the by-laws at 

2 o’clock P. M. Monday, February 17th, at its office in 

Bloomfield, H. J. 

In order to assure the presence of a quorum, will 

you please fill out the inclosed proxy and return it; if 

present at the meeting in person, the proxy will be re¬ 

turned to you. 

Inclosed is the annual report of the Treasurer. 

Respectfully, 

Frank H. Preshy 

Secretary 





Edison General File Series 
1919. Deafness (E-19-20) 

This folder contains correspondence and other documents relating to 
Edison's deafness and to devices for the hearing impaired. Included are 
letters pertaining to the medical causes of deafness, the use of a phonograph 
horn as a hearing aid, and the use of phonograph records as a diagnostic 
tool. At the end of the folder are several undated circulars regarding an 
instrument called the Magniphone, with a notation by Edison indicating that 
the device was "n[o] g[ood].” The correspondents for 1919 include eye and 

ear specialist Dr. Harry P. Engle; Mrs. M. Grimwood, the wife of a retired 
British army colonel; Henry J. Hauschild of the Hauschild Music Co. in 
Victoria, Texas; Prof. Klaas Schoolland of Calvin College; and deaf inventor 

William E. Shaw. 

Approximately 20 percent of the documents have been selected. The 

unselected material consists of requests for advice, opinions, or information 

about products, along with routine replies stating that Edison did not find any 
existing hearing aids satisfactory and had not yet developed one of his own 

but might do so in the future. 



If thin horn io a success which no doubt it is, or 
I'.r. Edison wouldn’t use it, it would be a blessing to all 
folks who are partially deaf, and hope same is procurable. 

Thanking you kindly for a reply, and if you can fur¬ 
nish same, or advise us where we can get it, we will appre¬ 
ciate it very much. 

Yours very truly, 

HJH.AH 



[ATTACHMENT/ENCLOSURE] 

EDISON’S DEAFNESS A HELP 1 —NOT A HINDRANCE 1 



[ATTACHMENT/ENCLOSURE] 
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[ATTACHMENT/ENCLOSURE] 



HnnschildJiusic Co., 
Victoria, Texas. 

Gentlemen: Atton: Hr. H.J.H^uschild: 

Your lettor of January 17th wan ref orreo 
to Mr. Edison. 

Ho wishes me to say in reply that the horn 
he uses for listening to the phonograph is cno of the 
old ype "flower" horns of a size formerly used with 
the small cylinder phonograph. 

If the lady wants one merely for listening 
to a phonogranh, it would assist her tremendously if 
fitted to the'ear closely by rubber diaphragm. But if 
she 3 s'under the impression that such a horn can be 
used in public to help her deafness it would be a failure. 
and would appear ridiculous. 

Yours very truly. 

Assistant to lir. Edison: 
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[ATTACHMENT/ENCLOSURE] 



Uuy G.1919. 

Kr. E. Sohoolland, 
854 Worden Street, 

Grand Hapids, Hich. 

Your letter of Kay lat was recoived 
and the question of your friend has noon submitted 
to tir. Edison. 

He says that your friend'3 daughter has 
undoubtedly a perfect inner ear, but the meohdnism 
which reaches from the eardrum to the inner ear is 
nearly destroyed. She evidently hears mostly 
through her skull and will probably never bocome 
more deaf than 3he is at present. Kr. Edison's 
own case is somewhat similar. Ho hoars only faintly 

_ through one ear and '95,5 through his skull. 

for some time past he has been intending 
to take up a line of experiments on devising some 
kind of apparatus to assist the hearing of partially 
deaf persons. Thus far he has not had time to 
ta>e up or conduct these experiments, but is hoping 
to be able to do 00 at some time in the future. 

Your8 for the Victory Loan, 

Edison Laboratory. 

A/7100 



Juno 13,1919. 

Mrs. U. Gremwood, 
o/o Messrs. Cox Cc 

Cheriy X, 
Lond on, 

England. 

Vour latter of March 3d has just boen 
received. Mr. Edison also suffers from defective'' 
hearing. Indeed, he is so deaf that we have to 
shout into his oar. lie has tried all the devices 
on the market, but has been unable to find anything 
that applies to his particular case. 

He intends at some future time, when other 
thing3 are not so pressing, to institute a line of 
experiments looking towards the development of a 
device that ahull be generally applicable and reliable. 
We do'not know when he will get time to do this, but 
he hopes to got at it in the future. 

Yours very truly, 

Edison Laboratory. 

A/7369. 



4; 

\ Cordon C. Bloomfield 
J BLOOMFIELD HOMESTEAD 

rilcu.rit^-uWHo wU-r-.>' ‘ 
** \ - . Sinclairvi Lbej Ghaut .Co .w./fT} 

4< 

\J Dear m _ _ir. Edison-W '/t/} Ixi,*-- , 
'VLLrtt &1A*& ^l^MiW^to send y<Ju, some 

■ - —x -1 lit tie/^oo kl e t tfgfflo f 
S?'4t‘L'fivc :tud e d'l o ne .a bo£t^> -•frrgu t e d\ 0 n'e ••a')0i^ 

them I bin bending you, herewith, another 
tookletV patrifcUc.so&SsK^a<^ *4W*it* 

' At2J^M^igW-<59/',,toomuch of| a good thing". 

Lfu ox uuc "iviiods" of want and misery. I 
ave-i,tried tii minituj-eV telephones that one 
arrifc^g.rftu^d-i'i^'^bV'pocket; they give 
ve^yvoice a new kind of^'foreign brogue' 

a/"confused medly". and of music, make a <^conf used_medly". 

I (j'}6°) 



I have never really heard the Phonograph 
in my life—now on the shady side of oQ, , 
remember when you invented it as tho it wer 
yesterday. You should not get the idea that 
L hearing is entirely gone; a person ith 
good lungs, speaking into my cupped hand can 
carry on a confersation, not for Pa^ime 
for necessary communications. U 111 
ought to draw a large salary as a 'lung 
ter" for I can tell very readily the degree 
of power in a man's speaking apparatus.) 

You will know better than I whether there 
is any powerful instrument for homa use tnat 
clearly amplifies the Phonograph Tor deaf 
people. If there is such I would be very 
grateful if you would loan me 'one, to. be re¬ 
turned sometime for another who might need 
(I could not buy it ,as I have no earning ca 
pacity, tho making a scant living on a small 

farm.) 

Hoping that you still have that "j°y°hB 
laugh” (as when you built the Phonograph) 

Your friend, 



Ur. Gordon C. Bloomfield, /' 
Bloomfield Homestead,/ 

Sino lairvi lie, Jtf. Y. 

Dear Sir:- / 

Your letter/to Mr. Edison and the copy 
of your verses were received and shown to him, and 
he wishes me to axtehd his thanks and also his oom- 
pliments to you on/the poetio quality of your verses. 

He says that according to his experience 
there ia no instrument known that is suitable for 
very deaf people. He, himself, haB reaohed a point 
where he oan Just hear the phonograph with a large 
horn. If he becomes still more deaf, he will be 
compelled to invent something. So, it may be poss¬ 
ible that in the future you might also get a ohanoe 
of using such an instrument. 

Mr. Edison wants to know whether you oan 
hear a piano when you close your JawB on the part 
of the frameof it? 

Yours very truly. 

Assistant to Mr. Edison. : 

A/7700.Reply. (Mr. Bloomfield to Mr. Meadowcroft.) 

Present, if you please, my compliments and thanks 
to Mr. Edison. Surely, the witches seem to "have it in" 
for "us genius"', perhaps that we may not get "too 
proud" ; or maybe they are "stroking our backs" like 
the ants and apidesl 

Yes, I seem to get every note of the piano thru my 
teeth; with this "reservation", a slight rumble from 

/ 



the whole instrument mar1s the delicate gradations of 
sound. This trouble is less with the violin; can hear 
and really enjoy it with a common wooden ruler, one 
end in my teeth the other against the instrument. 

I used to see an instrument for deaf people ad¬ 
vertised; it was fan-shaped and was to be held be¬ 
tween iskeziBBfch or against the teeth. I wonder if 
I could hear a loud phonograph with one of those? 

I have no phonograph. I live 5 miles from a rail¬ 
road and village; the nearest phonograph is nearly 
as far. I wonder if Mr. Edison could find me an old 
one, the worse for wear> perhaps, but loud; and some 
loud records? (Ultimately they .can be returned or 
passed along ,to some one with poor hearing;') 

. It . is .pleasant:it© know that the poems were .appre¬ 
ciated; 'When I- get'--ready' 'to ;,be'.'"discavered”"' I. - will 
send Mr'. -Edison mv-book., FeirhapsTi.t will ?bp.;,a sur- 

c-prise :and;.deiigh5t,,:to '.him;".;, ‘but. ..1.4°’ ^.ot.Tguarantee 
t'haf-part'j .:no\more',t^.an.,he (Will'.guarantee I to. make 

’ mei hea.r.|is1ghQn9grE4ph;.'<-1_ c.-r.'ul aa« 

X shall hope that Mr. Edison will yet invent some- 
, tl\ing for- :iis. ."hard ceases4' t*'-1 V^i^rd 
against:. Th® iVi'tch&ay''.w'6uid,,nl6'JiJt^®“^c edtf To 

To ypu, Mf .'-fiead4wcrof t, ^and to Mr. Edison, 
I remain 

Cordially, faithfully, 
.noelha 3Rii'fa 

,COW\A 
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[ATTACHMENT/ENCLOSURE] 

I Back to JhMomm- 
I His Fathers 



gotobor 14, 1919 

,,r. m. T=»w. 3haw, Sr., 
Parker H'ouBe, 
Boston, mss. 

Bear Sir:- 
Tour letter of October 11 to Hr. - 

He wishes ns to say to yon he Is through 
has been received. He wlo“ 

— fat. — —- " *ri”e “* 
-« —— 

.. .» ih «• —- ““*• “* “ 
„t m «>•* "““”r ” 

3Uh.1eots. 
Xt is suggested that yon communicate «- 

* «” *» W"“*' 

as Hr. Kdlson has no opportunity to bring It to the atten on 

* rm-wBrnmont. 

Tours truly, 

Edison Laboratory. 



Dr. Harry p. Engle 
NEWTON, IOWA 

£ 

jjdison Lohratories 
Orange, l!ew Jersey 

Conti einen: 

Dec. 5, 1919 

*<*»* i9^'4 
■Y^U . 

trv~ 

Has anything done injT,£Tf ^6 ^.^ 

SCto make a diagnosis.of where fse ^^./L^ounf these''tones. 

5S5“ Of the^na tter&and if it leems of any merest 

to you I would he glad to hear from you. ■" x 

^r*xju. 

vrfsr-Tr1^ 

Very truly your; 

0P< 



December 10,1919. 

Dr. Harry P. angle. 

Hewton, Iowa. 

Dear Sir:- 

Your letter of December iith has been 
received and brought to Hr. Edison* 3. peraonel 
attention. 

He wishes mo to say that when the rate 
of vibration is above 8.000 per ^Sn0_ 
graph commences to give poor results b“‘ra£'3® 
the impossibility of obtaining a recording surface 
which is free from noise.' 

Yours 

Assistant to Ur. Edison. 



Science 



YOU ASK ABOUT THE MAGNIPHONE - You cannot appreciate this wonderful 
instrument until you see it and tr-' it and test your ears with-it, 
and this appreciation will grow as you use it through the months. 

We know the Magniphone so well, and what it is doing for thousands of 
people, that we allow you to RENT it first - and MAKE SURE - then you 
may buy it. There is a REASON "why we do this. 

■**! 

Tin 
We have found that there are three kinds of people: Those who hear 
immediately; those who are hardly able to hear at all even with the 
Magniphone but whose hearing gradually returns with continued use of 
the instrument; and those who oan never be made to hear. In this 
latter case they should not buy the Magniphone but should return it. 
But to send the Magniphone to these people who return it costs money, 
EITHER the Customers who return the instrument must pay this COST or 
the Customers who buy must pay it for them. 

We do not know yet in which class YOU will be, but this Company has 
thought this over and concluded that the fair and square way is set 
forth in our Rental and Purohase Plan. 

If 
Jt 
rt * 

Under this plan, when the Magniphone is delivered, the Customer makes 
a payment of Twenty Five Dollars to the Mail or Express Delivery Agent. 
If the Customer purchases the Magniphone, the balance is payable upon 
request; but if the Magniphone is returned as provided in the Applica¬ 
tion, then the Company .RETURNS to the JJust.otqer .all the first payment, 
exoept FIVE DOLLARS RENT, 

In this way, if the instrument is returned, it is all right for the 
Rent pays the expenses; and if the instrument stays out, it is all 
right for the Company CREDITS the Rent as a part of the Purohase 
Price and no harm is done - the full amount paid being oredited to 
the Customer. 

We send you the Magniphone immediately upon receipt of your SPECIAL 
TRIAL. APPLICATION and without any security from you or any reference 
or any bother. 

The enloeed Application explains everything, 

READ IT - Mail it today. 

• Yours very truly, 

THE MAONIFHONE COMPANY 



Edison General File Series 
1919. Ediphone (E-19-21) 

This folder contains correspondence and other documents relating to 

the Ediphone Division (formerly Dictating Machine Division) of Thomas A. 
Edison, Inc., and the sale of Edison cylinder phonographs for business use. 
Included is correspondence with Sarah Getz, a blind stenographer, about the 

advantages of the Ediphone over shorthand. 

The five unselected items consist of copies of the serial publication Tips 
and correspondence not directly related to Edison. 



321 Pennsylvania Ave., 
Peoria, Ill.—June 19, 1919. 

Ur. Thomas A. Edison, 
Orange, N. J* 

Dear Mr. Edison: 

lit' 

7ii‘ctC 

M11.„ u 
you will. 

Ever since I was Just^^"biX* 

feraa8hlindrgirirto do°that work hut I had heard once 
o? your machfnet the Ediphone. and from then on, my 

goal was set* 

axi W iif.i “".nafs "Thomas A. Edison" and it used ™ dc 
his stenographer. 

* Tun. o Mr. Moore, from the Edison Inc., came 

«p~si« 

would seem worthlafSy picture taken and waited for 
dollars, so I gladly .let my P that x might he the 
the letter. I,was. ??°^d_eoole that there is something 
means of showing blind :pt pde_end wholy upon others. 

^tCmy diBapPeOintmenttWas 

r£H‘ad^nevertheI«s?\rtove%Se^ett«P?”onLy 

Vice President of the concern. 

SwSs-S-1" ~ “ - 
-rSsSrSSS-!... 

) TV*" J ' ■ (P (,^\ b . (J\i<t- 
O' {P3 tyl'- ,(S tv w 



T.A.E./# 2. 

No doubt you will wonder why X Bhould write to 
you but I know you are a friend to all 
and I am so happy in my achievement that I want to tell 
you about it for I feel that I owe something to you, 
for you habe been my guide toward my ambition and still 
inspire me to be a guide for others in my condition. 

Some day, when I have earned my store of fortune, 
X hope to establish a Stenographic Department in my 
Institution where I graduated, so the xit^* j£rlB 
eirls growing up can learn to operate an ediphone and 
be real stenographers. and become self-sustaining. 

You can appreciate the full value of work I know, 
for I have followed your whole life and that is why I 
m writing you so freely now. I feel that I know you 
and know you will be Interested in me. 

Now, I don’t want to take too much of your time 
but I do want to ask a few questions and hope I shall be 
favored with a personal reply. 

what is the general average a good stenographer 
can put out in an eight hour day when operating an 
ediphone? Should an ediphone °Per^°* receive less, 
more, or the same salery as a shorthand stenographer? 
Which is more strenuous, to operate an ®**Pkone all 
day long or transcribe from shorthand dictation? 

Now. I hope I have not taken too much of your 
time but I do hope you will write me and answer the 
above questions, as I want to *« a firBt.Bl?B® ht 
stenographer some day, and I wanted you to know just he 
greatful I.feel toward you, and how I have dreamed of 
operating your machine, and now, at last my dream is 
a reality. 

Now, a personal letter from Mr. Edison will more 
than pay for my picture. 

Awaiting your reply, I remain 

Yours very truly, 

P.S. In writing, please address 
my home addreBB. 
321 Pennsylvania Ave., 

' Peoria, Ill. - 



MEMORANDUM 

AVOID VERBAL MESSAGES 
CONFIRM VERBAL UNDERSTANDINGS 



Juno 24,1919. 

Mi33 Sarah Gati:, 
521 Pennsylvania Ave., 
Peoria, Ill- 

Dear Mi S3 Get:-.: 

Lot me say that I have enjoyed 

£ poraorov-1 . jo 
obot-l°? to which year 

affliction hsa suDjsotod yea. iOu ao-.— tO 
Sroat 
oongratulationa r-"u 

In order to answer your auesticr.3 I 
have had to get. a little information fro” soko of 

thin* that an Jidinhone Operator should he 

P.1;i «.«. rsrioSKTb^? *t 

ci*ssr*. '»'■“"3°t“8 from an hdiphone then from shorthana notes. 

With all good wishes to you and hoping 
that ou may realise your ambition. I remain, 

Ymir--. vor.v truly. 

A/7447. 



Edison General File Series 

1919. Edison, T. A. (E-19-22) 

This folder contains correspondence and other documents concerning 

Edison's life story, his response to erroneous newspaper reports about him, 
his opinions regarding a variety of subjects, and numerous other matters. 
Among the items for 1919 are letters from Edison to Memphis journalist Clyde 
Grissam regarding his work as a telegraph operator in that city during the 
1860s and to Fort Worth attorney George F. Lipscomb regarding the 
phonomotor, an 1878 invention designed to turn sound vibrations into rotary 
motion Also included is correspondence with former wartime experimenters 
Absalom M. Kennedy of Air Nitrates Corp., Samuel C. Shaffner (now living in 
Chicago), and Edwin Smith, Jr., of the American Expeditionary Forces. In 

addition, there are numerous letters regarding the plight of longtime Edison 
associate Francis Jehl, who found himself stranded in Budapest at the end of 
the war, including a lengthy description by Jehl of the life in postwar Hungary 

during the "Bolshevik Terror." A letter to Maj. George Herbert Scott of the 
Royal Air Force congratulates the British aviator upon the completion of the 

first East-West transatlantic flight. 

Other correspondents include Paul G. Agnew of the U.S. Bureau of 

Standards; stereograph salesman F. M. Carpenter of Underwood & 
Underwood; cigar maker Jose Perez del Castillo; anti-vivisec lon.st Lulu 

MacClure Clarke (whom Edison dismissed as a "crank"); State University of 

New York President John H. Finley; Dr. Simon Flexner of the Rockefeller 

Institute for Medical Research; physicist Percy Hodge of the Stevens Institute 
of Technology; New York Edison Co. executive John W. Lieb; William F. Little 

of the Electrical Testing Laboratories; De Long Rice, superintendent of Shiloh 
National Military Park; Cleveland businessman William Ganson Rose; and 

Edith C. Strauss of the U.S. Justice Dept. 

Less than 20 percent of the documents have been selected. The 

unselected items include unsolicited letters from the general public marked 
no answer or bearing routine marginalia by Edison indicating that he did not 

know the author or had no comment to make on the subject. Also unselected 
are letters not pertaining to Edison; requests and offers receiving^routine 

replies; printed booklets and reports sent to Edison; and squirrel letters 
disregarded by Edison's secretaries because the writer was believed to be 

suffering from delusions. 



InlernaHonal Trade Pressjivc 

ment of the International Trade Press, j.nc,, a puDiisning j. / t 
house of which I am Chairman of the Board of Directors. One^J/ 
of our subsidiary companies is the Electrical Review Publishing^ 

La. \ J-hJ-cfirO ^.c. * r ^ 
rill be interested in this devel&p-4 
ide Press, Inc., a publishing 

It is with a sense of much gratification that I point 
to the achevement of our publishing efforts during the past 
twelve months, which have not only greatly strengthened'and en¬ 
larged the scope of the ELECTRICAL REVIEW, in which you have 
always displayed such kindly interest, but have added to our 
publishing organization five other papers, representing and 
assisting in the development of various branches of the 
engineering and industrial fields. 

The publications now owned and'published by us are the. 

ELECTRICAL REVIEW, 
ENGINEERING WORLD, . V / . 
THE ROAD-MAKER, U ^ u? Ur' 
CONCRETE PRODUCTS, , t _ \L 
CEMENT, MILL & QUARRY, Uf „ 

^ “t 
In addition, we pubMsh the ELECTRICAL REVIEW and 

THE DIRECTORY OP CEMENT, GYPSUM, & LIMEJHANUFACTURERS, and other 
annuals. uuSUs-J^t-Ue£ _ ., Itftei-u iguLwa -— o 

Permit me. to say one wordlin conclusion, that^F’have 
greatly appreciated and benefited by the sympathy and encourage¬ 
ment you have always extended to me personally. May you have 
many happy New Years is my sincere wish. / 

Very respectfully yours, ( 

CWP/CML 
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ElectricalTesting Laboratories 

GENERAL OFFICE AND LABORATORIES 

January 13, 1919. 

Mr. ThomaB A. Edison, 
Orange, 

U. J. 

My dear Mr. Edison: 

You will recall tests of daylight illumination 
and sky brightness made for you in October of 1917 in the vicinity 
of Greenport. Also measurements iiade in Florida in February of 
last year. While in Key West you suggested that at the end of the/ 
war I might use this information in a technical paper. 

I have just been appointed Chairman of £ 
mittee of the Illuminating Engineering Society on Sky Brightne^ 
It occurred to me that you might now feel that a release of this 
information would not be out of place. The Committee will endeavor 
to collect information of this character and place it in the Trans¬ 
actions of the Society. Therefore, should you believe it fitting 
to release the material at this time I am sure the Committee would 
find it most valuable. 

wfl/jm 
Engineer in Charge of Photometry. 



January 14,1919. 

Mr. Chaa. VY. Price., 
Monadnook block, 

Chicago, Ill. 

My dear Price: 

Lot me extend my thanks for your 
kin'd letter of January 9th. I am truly pleased 
to see that you have graduated from the white chip 
stage to the blue chip department. 

The Hoad Maker ought to he a winner if 
it is pushed hy circularizing the owners of auto¬ 
mobiles. They are very much interested in roads 
everywhere. 

With all good wi3ho3, I remain, 

Yours sincerely. 

A/6312. 



January 16,1919. 

Mr. W. P. Little, 
Engineer in Charge of Photometry, 
Eleotrical i'esting Laboratories, 
80th St. and East End Ave., 
Bew Tort, H.Y. 

Bear Mr. Little: 

Your , letter of J.-nuary 13th to 
-Mr. Edison was received and has had his afctentiqn. 
Ho wishes me to any that you con go ahead and use 
the information as to the tests of day-light illumina¬ 
tion and sty brightness which you.made for him. 

Yours very truly. 

Assistant to_i.tr. Edison. 

A/6332. 



January 16,1919 

Mr. A. IS. Kennedy, 
o/o Air nitrates Corporation, 
Muscle Shorls ,Aila. 

My dear Mr. Kennedy: 

I received yonr letter of January 
12th and thought the shortest way was to show it to 
Mr. Edison. He has returned it to mo with a pencil 
memorandum reading as follows: 

"I don't think I should like 
the books go out of my possession, 
as in the final wind up I may have 
to turn them in to The Secretary 
of the Navy" 

You will see, therefore, that so far as 
Mr. Edison is concerned, the matter will have to re¬ 
main just as it -is. 

X am very glad, indeed, to hear from you 
and it affords mo a good deal of pleasure to learn 
that you have been progressing upward and onward. I 
turst that this will he hut the beginning of an era 
of prosperity and sujoess for you. Even if the 
work should hot continue, you are gaining some valuable 
experience. 

Things are going along much the same as usual 
;here at the Laboratory, except that they are always 
/adding something new to the list. Your friends around 
here all wish to join me in kindest regards to you and 
all good wishes for your happiness and prosperity. 

You.rs sincerely, . 

Assistant to Mr. Edison. 
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INTER-OFFICE MEMORANDUM 

AIR NITRATES CORPORATION 
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INTER-OFFICE MEMORANDUM 

AIR NITRATES CORPORATION 





■he11"‘« ^ . 
XTu»<*- 6«rvaXw4 

.ffel v»-a~ — ^ 

' **7 **'** «*■ 
6509 Hobart Ave, St.Louis, Moi 

^ 'vu«x^> 4r'^*- ^wtrtjaru 18th, 1919* 
I , fc ««W 

h '"r^tw -U* r 
ff* 

I a» enclosing^™”’’6* of pmphXets that I would to gl«4 to 

55; 2S3.s; jnL.^.w^^fssss^^* « 
help with your influence and financial aid. 

MMmWS&S^ 
however useless it may_ ^e, or the torturer ^ all taxtbooks,has all 

combined^to'^make a Profession abso^tely deaf and dumb to all misery, 

imal from the day he leaves schoibl to the day of nis a ^menterg„ 
need for it,nor any result of it.It is carried on y p t their 

who have nothing but aV* L?£*t?es Ld withproper care for the 

decides to do the tortured beast so pitifully he p ^lfle4 offioer 

i^s*- 
and entitles it to immortality fully as much if not more,than 

humans can clidtm for ourselves 



.rc» or^ g£5t«arti'S2>4i,jri. sr* 

to have it abolished? 

You have done a great deal of Sood^in the life^we hap¬ 

pen tfKooLnoron this ^^Vwm'^rThere^ay'S Cany 
think this is the only Y0^1^ animals have a HELL all right when 
Heaven-or Hell-for mankind but the surgeonsr"knife.Will you not 
onoe their gaonized todies l?*®®* help them? What good have any of 
do something-all you possibly can to P having lived on ttiis el* 
them got out of all your inventions, out oi your n v ng^ NOTHINGi> 

earth? You have f^i^^JJ^aS^ofSen make an outcry.Under ourar 
With their throats slashed,they ir activities are stopped and 
they feel far more„k®^1^-only agonize and plead with their terrorifi 

lfsr ifih «.,i — — ~ 

isr°“t>.ss; «»i® «® "‘sm n“* “v>i 

Please think it over. 

Sincerely yours, 

Judu. Ot Ch-HU- 



January 84,1919 

Miss Lulu MacClure Clarke. 
6509 Hobart Avonue 

St. Louis, Mo. 

Dear Madcm: 

I have received your letter of ^nuary _ 
1.8th. You are mistaken as to the method - 

in vivisection in scionJ:: £'C„™ under chloroform or 

SSJK*S.Sr “^ sijS 
not be made if the animal wo.-, conscious. 

vivisect?on^ experiments £ade on animals, and these 
latter have not suffered pom- 

Yours very truly. 

A.6300. 



Mr Thos. A. Edison, 
Orange, K. J, 

near Sir: 

Yours of January 24th received. Will you permit me to en¬ 
croach upon your time long enough to state that I think />u tre mis¬ 
taken about an animals* insensibility to pain,etc, and to ask you to 
more thoroly inform yourself? By perusing the statements of Prof. 
V/illiam James,M.D. LL.3. of Harvard-1909-as gievn in booklet mailed 
you today under separate cover-as well as the opinions of others 
who KNOW, you will see why most vivisectionists refuse to be truthful 
or frank in answering any questions and why they also fight every in¬ 
vestigation whatever and why they insist upon the absolute expulsion 
of the public or its qualified officers . Why this secrecy if it is 
all right? Why the screws and rack and other instruments of force if 
the animal is so insensible to pain under their hands? Why do they 
cut the vocal cords of animals so that no scream of anguish shall 
drift out to passersby if the animals know nothing at all about what 
is going on? Bo yovi not know of the use of curare-which highly stim¬ 
ulates the nervous Sensations while acting as a paralysis to muscular 
activity? As to the "delicate operations" you speak of,many of these 
operations are of such a nature that there would be no use of exper- 
imneting in this particular direction were it not for seeing what ef¬ 
fect it maight have upon a thorly awake and keen sehsibility. 
You must remember,also,that the dogs baked alive in slow torture and 
undergoing a long starvation in order to extract their gastric juices 
through surgical aperatures,etc, etc,have no intimation of any anesthetfc 
whatever. Such are not desired. If the inhumanity of man has to be so 
continually checked outside the laboratory,why should there not be a 
similar need within the laboratory? The oftener one yields to cruelty 
the more cruel one becomes. 

From what I have read of your chosen work,I believe that you have 
not settled any point with but a casual glance.lt has been trial after 
trial, experiment after experiment.Taking no mans* word for anything. 
Verifying all that you claim to be true. When animals by the thousands 
are undergoing tortures in every medical school and private laboratory 
in the U.S. are you to set it aside as of less consequence than brass 
and steel and chemicals? Material things are good andnecessary but thee 
is a power greater than these. Abraham Lincoln had to walk when he went 
anywhere.He had no Mazda.All the light he knew was the sputtering 
light of a fireplace.But he is admired and honored and loved by million 
of people today-as other men and women in all past times have been so 
admired-have been such a power-not because of the material things they 
gave to the world but because of the genrating of and utilizing for 
Sood the justioe and humanity and liberty that the world osaves. 

sf) (L 
6509 Hobart Ave, St.Louis,Mo. 

Jan.^ 28th, 1919. 



These men and women-as great in their ohosen line as you have ever 
been in yours,have felt and do how feel the greatest abhorence 
anddtSgust of the unnecessary practice of vivisection. It has not 
achieved any valuable purpose.lt has brutalized the minds and BharacteB 
of thoughtless and perverted practitionists,it has caused unspeakable 
misery upon helpess animals who have rights we should not ignore,merely 
because we have the power to do so..It has saddened thousands of lives 
of humane people who feel that they should not allow such wrongs tp 
go unrebuked. It has at no time been a question of human life versus 
animal life. It has been merely a question of gratifying morbid curi¬ 
osity and gaining notoriety.The average practicing physicfcdn deplores 
it. Almost the intire wrong-doing mecurs at the hands of experiment¬ 
ers who have no avowed purpose in any one experiment-whose text books 
already state in full the results of previous experiments of the same 
nature and these experimenters DD NOS use anesthetics nor give proper 
care to an animal before or.after operations or while awaiting operatin 
between whiles.These same experimenters are urging legislative astion 
to get possession of the living paupers and criminals and neglected 
homeless children and of all feeble minded and idiot persons wherever 
they may be, to be used for vivisectional purposes as even THEY admit, 
that NOTHING CAN REALLY BE PROVED UNTIL TRIED OUT ON A HUMAN. Then why 
not try it out on a human in the first place-and BEGIN with themselves? 

No,Mr Edison,you have a wrong idea of the matter and I fear,have given 
the matter no real thought o* investigation-merely carelessly accepted 
an experimenters word for it-one who naturally would be expected to 
lie about it-as he wouldnt want his hobby interfered with. 

You cannot live forever. If your fate is as ordinary mortals you will 
have to relinquish first one task and then another.For a year or so 
you wont be able to do much else but sit and THINK. I wonder if you 
will then consider that your life has been really worth while? If it 
has PAID? If you have done all that you should do? Will you be happy, 
I wonder, in thinking that you have made your life such a machine-and 
that only-that no downtrodden man,no fallen 'roman,no neglected child, 
no tortured and terrified animal-could-any one of them,look up into you 
face and feel that you had the least desire in the world to be of any 
comfort or help to them? There is something more in life ttian in the 
mere animal living, more than in the mere pssession of things and the 
enjoyment of comforts.The soldiers abroad laid down their lives for 
it gladly. A mother realizes it as she sacrifices,even life itsel- 
for her ch61d. The just person feels it as he seeks to wrest the liv¬ 
ing body from the surgeons lenife. Everywhere it is quickening our _ 
sense of justice and of mercy,lifting us above the sordid and vicious 
and solfseeking.helping us always to look out for the innocent and. 
helpess ones who cannot protect themselves. Bill you not realize Mils, 
too,and unite with others to make this world a happy place for every 
body -a world where anima.its need not cringe in fear from man? 
Supnose you work on vigourously until you aro dead .and then other men 
as gifted as yourself carry on your-or similar-work,and so on ad infin¬ 
itum? What then? What have you? Merely a vast and complicated and ex¬ 
haustive development of THINGS that help a race of devils to do just 

• that much more deviltry. Dont you see to have any REAL civilization 
other things-spiritual needs and moral convictions-have to keep step 
with our material advance. What ways are you helping along THESE lines? 



Somebody has to plan and do and sacrifice for these things} or else 
you end your work would indeed be the greatest of all curses. 
If you say that you have labored for a lifetime and the public has 
reaped the advantage,X say,too,that you have let the GREATER good go 
by for the pursuit of the LESSER. Honor and gratitude are your due 
but you have NOT earned the honor and gratitude that you might have 
won had you,as occassion offered,given of your time and money and in¬ 
fluence to build into the race compassion and justice and a real ad¬ 
vance above the savage - a beneficence with which all the trolleys and 
elcctroc lights and other such things can in no sense compare. 

You have worked enough. You have money enough. The youthful pleasures 
of mind and body are not of particularly great interest to you any 
more. The keeness of your intellect and the vigor of your body isnt 
going to last so very many years more. Y/hy not now decide to devote 
at least a portion of the time to relieving distress andespe daily 
the miseyy of creatures that have as much right here as wo have and 
whom you could aid if you -would? 

I shhll not trouble you again. X thank you for your attention. 
If you think the matter over as carefully and as persistently as 
you have done other things,I am sure you will feel the trend of the 
timeB-will have your eyes opened-will arouse yourself toysnquish 
a shameful wrong. In any case,I feel as tho I had done my duty in 
being absolutely frank with you and the matter lies from now on in 
your own conscience, and not mine- 

Sincerely yours. 

c(/aJjUs TTbCit CXiASUL ClxUvjljL. 



[ATTACHMENT/ENCLOSURE] 

(FOURTH EDITION) 

The Truth About Vivisection. 



[ATTACHMENT/ENCLOSURE] 



February 3, 1919. 

Dr* Simon Flexner, 
HoekefrSller Institute, 

Avenue A and S6tk Street, 
New York, i!.Y. 

Dear Dr- i'lexner: 

I'r. Edison‘hea asked me to send 

you the enelo39d letter from I'iss -r.nln -MaoClure Clarke,' 

together with th3 printed leaflet thereto attached. 

You will see Hr. Edison ha', made a memo¬ 

randum note for you on the letter. 

Yours very truly. 

Assistant, to Mr. Edison.' 

A/645.} 



February 4,1919. 

Mr-. Jos- W. bord, 
One Control Wharf, • 

Portland, Maine. 

My dear Mr- bord : 

Will you kindly 3ond by Parcel Post 
at your early convenience one 10-poundbox of Boneless. 
Herrins, name ns before, to Thomas A. Faison. Fort Myers. 
Florida. I enclose $3.00 in payment for same. 

He likes the herrine very much and wants 
to hdve 3ome also at his Florida home, to v/hioh he is- 
•roin? in a few days. 

With kindest regards to you all, 1 romain, 

. Yours 3incoroly; 

Assistant to Hr. iidison. 



THE ROCKEFELLER INSTITUTE 
FOR MEDICAL RESEARCH. 

February 6, 1919. 

Dear Mr. Meadoweroft: 

I wish to thank Mr. Edison for , 
having thought to send me tha letter from Miss Clarke ^ 
relating to the subject of vivisection. I am pleased 
to have read the letter, for as Mr. Edison will observe 
if he has had time to read its contents, it exhibits 
the attitude of that group of propagandists in a very 
true as well as usual manner. 

Practically everything that the 
writer states in the way of quotation is, of course, 
taken from antlviviseotion literature. What is char¬ 
acteristic of that literature is that it is full of 
misstatements and misquotations, and no matter how of¬ 
ten these are pointed out, it appears to be a part of 
their policy never to make any alteration. Moreover, 
moat of their quotations are from books of an earlier 
period, and many of them relate to things that oc¬ 
curred before the introduction of anesthetics. 

Thanking Mr. Edison for his kind¬ 
ness and sending him my regards, I am, 

Sincerely yours, 

Mr. William H. Meadoweroft, 
Laboratory of Mr. Thomas A. Edison, 
Orange, N.J. 



fiast Orange, H. J. 

t 

.th Henry 5'ord, Joiin Burroughs and lir. H. i 

icli interested in the article, especially 1 

i vour fondness for Chocolate I!ut Bars, am 

separate cover a Box of our Cream But Almond i 

you to taste, and if you are pleased with the! 

deed to keep you supplied free of charge. 

do not have a good distribution : 

o doubt find it quite difficult ti i purchase some there. 

desired, so I will i 
lot hesitate to advise us of your needs 

this item, if it is satisfactory to you. 

Please do not misconstrue the meaning o 
s letter, but believe 

the spirit of one desiring 

) -much for all of 1 

Yours very truly, 

VT.18TH OHOOOLAffii COi.IPAUY. 

uv _f -7^71 
JIffi-R 



'llju/i&Stf/i/teaJ ( 

ask yon whether your Engineers use kerosfene or anyth! ns: 
else In your holler feed water to stop scalin'?. 

™ith kind regards. I remain. 

Yours sincerely. 

'$‘^'1 djLea-tivi 

Assistant to Mr. Edison. 

A/6498 

Tio have never used kerooine in our food water system. 

Wo use soda based on the following formula:- 

1000 k.w.hr. gonerated x £ of leakage of Balt 
water thru tubes x .6 = lbs. of soda. 

This soda is dissolved in a tank and fed by gravity 
to the opon heaters. 

JO i 

i)- 



7)Vr^o 
NAirao^Airl ilSiLiECiriKic ILiccxienr Assocmaotok 

29 WEST THIRTY-NINTH STREET 

February 31, 1S19 

My dear Meadowcrcft: 

hope there will still be many more ; 

I have got a perfectly splendiferou 

next year, which I cannot enlarge o 

-;ich I -"ant to take up with you in 

future. The idea- i 
3 details, but I think 

it involves possibilities of great things for "73” next year. 

I am sending you for your information a letter whicl 

I have just received from Edgar Chambless, who is the father of 

"Roadtown", which moans stringing a town along the line of a rail- 

t&i 
road rather thai 

rntry in- the old-f. 

way. In all probability, you know something about if. There are el- 

meats of plausibility in it and Mr Chambless had expected that he 

might get Mr Ford to back it up and would like to interest Mr Edison 

in the project. You will see what I have written Mr Chambless, but 

I thought I ought to advise you < 
what was being done in the : 

V!ith personal regards, beli 



[ATTACHMENT/ENCLOSURE] 

February 31, 1919 

Edgar Charobless, Esq 
Hotel Norton 
Detroit, Mich 

Dear Mr Chambless: 

1 have just received yours of February. 19th and am 

very glad indeed to hear from you, although somewhat disappointed 

to learn that you did not get any farther with Mr Ford. I do not 

quite see how I can do anything in the matter, as immediately 

after our Birthday Party with. Mr Edison on February 10th, he left 

the same night for his camp in Florida and will not, I think, be 

back before April. It is extremely difficult to get out of Edison 

anything of the kind that you suggest and it would be no good to 

write him, nor oan I now see him for the next two or three months. 

In the meantime I am, however, taking it up with my friends in the 

Edison Laboratory. 

Your a truly, 

* 0 MAHTIY 

Seoretary 



' February 2b,1919. 

Ur. 7. Coromorford .Martin, 
29 West 39th Street, 
Hew York, H.Y. 

nd- 

» into ; 

tty -lour Ur. Martin: 

I urn to loom frenr. your loiter cf 
February 21st thvt you also onjoyo-J the ooco.si on ot the 
Pioneers T.nnchocn. Thimr-j oortainl;, cid iuo out '•oil. 
I think the "Old Man" vaa ploaaoo al.se to moot hia.oia - 
triad friends. May wo an joy many more 
I rather suspect that "73" would oat aon 
head, as you are also a Telegrapher. 

I .aq returning herewith tho letter written to 
you by ttr. Kdwr Cheinhloss. If over there was .a first-ulase 
forlorn hope in the '-'.'orid, Mr. Chamaloas has 3truci. upon it. 
There are two or three things that Lr.-Edison fl8'.'lj, °nd 
absolutely refuses to do, and one cf then. 
Ford any letters of introduction or rocommondation of any 
particular proposition. Ua has been asl-od by moat intinnate 
friends and oven relatives to thea lo-tara to l.r. -ort 
or to suggest his attention to various prc?oS-. .ion*, out has 
invariably turned them all down. .Both he and Mr. ;ord are 

J.-U » ,, .r» . ’»» nfift rs'j; fi’ •] oia J on J til liiiO 
other as boinfin tho line of pafsc.nl friem.ship. and neither 
one of them ever stives a letter cf introduction to tho other, 
and neither will take absolutely any step to commend any prop¬ 
ositions to the other. 

I have my positive instructions from Ur. raison 
not to bring to his notion any letter that comoe in nis mail 
in which tho writer seeks to make connection witn ui. 
Ford through-him. There ia absolutely no iope for rir. Chamb 
less in seeking to interest tir. Ford through Ur. udiaon. I 
think it best to write you with absolute frankness on this 
matter, as 1 am sure that pot for a moment would you think of 
flying in the face of Mr.Ediaon's wishes. 

With kindest rogards, I remain, as ever. 

Yours sinoorely. 

Assistant to Ur.Edison 



V/e woro informed today by the ITavy Intelligence 
Bureau that you can secure for us the information that we 
seek, and before requesting the information we explain 
to you why we nood this. 

On Tuesday evening, Feb. 25th at the Jefferson 
Theatre, 214 East 14th Stroet, Hew York City, four sailors 
attacked an omployee of the theatre and boat him so sovorly 
as to cause serious injury. 

You can understand that a fight in a theatre 
i3 a very serious proposition. ITo alone is the employee subjected 
to tho injury, but there is always the danger of a panic that 
would cause possible injury to tho patrons or loss of lifo. 

This thoatre scats about 2,000 people, and the house 
wa3 practically full at tho time they were there. She trouble 
was caused, as wo understand, entirely by thoso four sailors 
who were drinking in tho thoatre, croating tho tro.iblo first. 

Two of the men, Jamos Christopher and Edward Hackney 
were arrested, and wo understand, sentence is suspended on them 
by tho Hagistrato, bocauso thoy wore turned ovor to the Kaval 
authorities. The other two men were not arrested, and it is about 
them that wo write. 

V/e would like to know where the shi., is located, be¬ 
cause the taller of the two was the ring-leader in the fight and his 
oonduct should bo broujjit to the attention of tho proper authorities. 

Icc y**1 



33. §. 91to& SKeofoicaB 

729 Seventh Avenue at Forty-ninth Street 

New York City 

A >nau in the uniform of a sailor of tho Unite! States 
ITavv should remember that he should ho tho last to bring 
disrespect to tho United States uniform. 

lat you give us the whore 
. as v;o understand that 

7/e would therefore request ti 



Chemical farfaro Sorvlce, 

A. ?. 0. 717, 

American 2. 2. grc.noOr 

I.'arch 5th, 1019. 

3 of the : 
Dear ”r. kdison: 

In go Inc over or 
other day I ran across a large number oi German saiiu. u-a- • 
I discovered that they had been yoven out or paper^ I out 
the enclosed sample from one of m’.oi.i anu_ cm o 
you an an interesting specimen or oat. -ec " 
come to when their supply or cou-on ran -no. 

V’hoy seem to have used paper pulp for a 
rreat variety oT things* So sides &&t:ing sand ^ b^u, w . 
cT "o used a much finer woven material v.’ith wnlcfl tnoy uaae 
clothing. Some uniformshave heon found ® oi a -im or 
paper cloth. I haven’t oocn able ,o bot an^ pl^- 

.70 ozpoct to close up the Chemical.farfare 
Service over here as soon as peace is signed anu vnmiin a 0°. 
of months afterwards most of us ougno to oc on wio I'a® homo. 
I rathor expect to get homo raysolx aoout ..no - _ - •“* 
a little earlier, as my work has been ..mi-hod -nd I am 
merely '.’’citing for a boat. 



Uy daar Dr. Hutohinson:- 

The boys all worship Hr. Edioon so fervently 
that I would like, for certain oooasions, to roward 
their devotion with a letter diroot fron Ur. Edison. 

As you know, of oourse, Mr. Edison is on the 
Advisory Board of the National Oourt of Honor and 
his autobiography is included in our Merit Badge pam¬ 
phlet on Sleotrioity. 

My idea is that Mr. Edison might write a oortain 
form of letter of commendation, and upon our reoommen- 
dation this letter might bo retransoribed and signed 
by Ur. Edison and sent direct to the boys. I am not 
uttering any treasonable statement when I declare that 
Mr. Edison ranks higher in the hero worship of the hun¬ 
dreds of thousands of the Boy SooutB of America than 
even Dan Beard, their lifetime friend and instructor. 
I believe there is an idea in this suggestion that will 
meet with your approval and that you can work out a 
little better than I have outlined it. 

Very sincerely yours, 

Edward Pierce Hulse 
Department of Publicity 

and Information 

(bV'O 

EPH/SEK. 



Marsh 28,1919. 

Mr. Edward Pierce Hulse, 
Department of Publicity. 

Boy Scouts of America, 
. .Fifth Avenue Building, 

New York. U.Y. 

Dear Mr.Htilse: 

Dr. Hutchison has forwarded to me your 
letter of March 18th. ' Mr. .Edison is spending a few. 
weeks in Florida and will not return until about the 
middle of next month. 

I must confess I "am a little in the dark as 
to just'what form of letter you would like to have. 
Perhaps we can thrash this matter out a little during 
Mr. EdiBon’s. absence so that I can bring it to his 
attention in concrete form when ho returns. 

Suppose you make a draft of just what you 
have in mind and let me have it. Then, perhaps, I 
con give you some indication.of what I think the poss- ‘ 
ibilitios may be. 

Yours very truly, 

Assistant to Mr. Edison. 

A/6797. 



■—i& 
Mi. ( , Edison, 

April 1 

Orange,N.J. 

( ,T 
Dear Sir: ^ 

■“■bout the time of the Memphis Centenary Celebration 
in May,I expect to bring out a historical guide book of the 
city. The Indian,Spanish,French,Civil War and river history 
of the city are interesting. Host of the Presidents of 
recent years have visited us on notable occasions and in the early c 
days Andrew Jackson was intimately identified with the establish¬ 
ment of the city. < 

I have heard a great many times that you lived in f C’ f. ^ 
Memphis for a short while as as a telegraph operator,presumably £ v *v>^ 
about the time or shortly after you sent your- Shiloh battle CSj -P < 
message. y A 

Even if this is true,the location of the telegrpph _ > § ^ 
office in those days is perhaps vague unless by some special C, * 
inoident it was partioyularly called to y&ur attention. Our "V V 4 ^ 
veteran telegraph man here looally is Mr.Emmett Howard and ^ 
is now with the Mutual life Insurance Co. if I am not mistakenf ^ Serf— Ss 

I would like to verify the fact if you were with ^ J ^ 
the telegraph company here in days past.or have anything ® r ? 
concerning your impressions of the city at that time or upon M ?L y . *- 
more recent visits that you find a moment to write. --- -si ^ 

extend you my good wishes for® i r? 
Yours respectfully^ 

To the foregoing I may add that the lSa 
occasionally published that you wore a straw 
winter time,but I am inolined to overlook a*; 
provided it was one of those warm balmy dayd^i 

eaafm‘ ntV here in the winter season. 



April 17,1919 

Mr. Clyde Gri.ssam, 
Box 791, 

Memphis, Term. 

Pear Sir:- 

Your letter of April 7th ha3 been handed 
to me on my return from Florida. I worked in the 
U. S. Military Telegraph Servioe in Memphis just 
before the close of the Civil War. The office was 
in a newspaper building which faced a square or park. 
The newspaper was called either Appeal, Avalanche, or 
Bulletin, I am not quite sure which. 

I worked nights and took press report, and 
I was the first one to put Hew York in connection with 
Hav/ Orleans by a repeater. In those days everything 
was wide open. I use to gat a midnight lunoh at a 
faro bank. The largest Keno Boom in the City was in 
a Baptist Church. The man at the v/heel occupied the 
pulpit. About 30,000 negroes slept on the levee, and 
everything was red hot. 

Yours very truly. 

Z/6934, 



Mr. is. Mur.sfield, 
o/o jsdiaori Electric Illuminating Co. , 

S9 uoylston Street, 
Boston, Mass. 

' 1.1 y dear 'Um. Mansfield: 

J.lr. Kdi son has a ska.' me tr forward 
to you with his compliments a replica of the phonograph 
reoord which he made a few weeks ago. '••e have been de- 
siroue for e. long time past of having him make a reoord, 
but he did not care to do it os he did not think that 
his voice was suitable for recording. At last, however, 
he was persuaded and you will hear the result when you 
receive the record. 

Trusting^you arc well and v.ith kindest rercrds, 
I remain, 

fours for the Victory Loan, 

Assistant to Lir. Edison. 



May 7,1919.. 

Mr. Geo. F. Morrison, 
Vice-President, 
General Electric Co., 
120 Uroadway, 
New York, H.Y. 

My dear Mr. Morrison: 

This letter will introduce to 
vou Mr. Paul Latske, who has called on us today and 
has had a little talk with Mr. Edison. i*r. Latzke 
spent some months here at the laboratory several years 
a£o and is an old friend of the family. 

He had a little talk with us today about 
a certain electrical device in which he is interested 
and would like to see it put on the market. If sc, 
ho could handle a sreut deal of it. I am coins to 
leave it to him to talk over with, und trust that you. 
may be able to see your way clear to make an arrange¬ 
ment which will be mutually bonofieial. 

'Yours very truly. 

Assistant to Mr. i£di3on. 

A/7113, 





CONSULATE OF SWITZERLAND 

100 Fifth Avenue 

New York May 8th, 1919. 

Dr. Thomas alva Edison, 

"Glewnont" 

Liewellyn Park, 

Orange, N. J. 

Deal- Sir:- 

I am reauested by the Swiss Government in the name of 

some near relatives of the late Mr. Kriisi, who was mentioned 

as "your right hand man" to find out in what periodical the 

"life of Krusi" had been published. 

I would appreciate it as a great favor if you would have 

the courtesy to give me this information or perhaps forward me 

a copy of this periodical. 

With ray best thanks in advance for your kind oo-oporation 

to satisfy the wish of my compatriot, I beg to remain with 

my high esteom 

Yours very truly. 

COnSUl OF SWITZERLAND. 

jCcrUU //, 



OF ELECTRICAL E N Gl N EERI N G. INDUSTR Y, SCIENCE AND FINANCE. 

8,Bouverie Street, 

London , E.C.-4-. CITY 9853 (4 Lines} 

E.WRC.GB. 

Thomas A.Edison, Esq.. 
Llewellyn, 
Orange, 
N.J., Lf.S.A. - T rt: 

K-* 
Dear Sir, ^ ' ll* .-/-it. • -• f 

At the 

13th Hay, 1919 

Hu ' 
*. J V 

•t' "'iv/ l-71. 
repuest.jOf Mr. Francis^„Jehl enclose ■ 

copy of a letter which X haye received from him. 

'- -- - 'copy tfl the American Embassy in 

cJr (luc- e-( -' ‘c 

o-.f' iU t « ' 

I have also posted 

London. ^ 

Yours faithfully,^ 

U). jZ- C+J&T&&-- ' 
,,- L fr. 



[ATTACHMENT/ENCLOSURE] 

OOFf. 

"Clio St9atri3ioa#» 1, Salisbury 3ourb» Fleet Street, London. 

Throw ;h the favour ox lira. Lyons ./ho has fled from 
Budapest, a::.d has promised to sand you the 30 linos, I 
ro-lueat from you kindly the following favour. 

i’lei.se inform IS?. Thomas A.Edison ox' G; -in 
Jersey, Hr. Pr-snois E. Tipton- of 808, Union build, .a; 
9, Hinton Street, Kewark, vie./ J./rsey, fir. W.J.Hnm 
153, Vie so 48th Street, Kow Yoz*s 3ity the follow ii* 

Lot them toow that Francis Johl born in L 
‘rorl- City, Sept. 8, 1830 foxvsr assistant to Xd.iso: 
a till in Euiayost, atA ores't cat. s«/ay beoeuae his 
j*o. 38809, v/Lioh ./as last ijaued at TiJiahington on 
30th Jiu o, 1916, expired June 88, 1917. i-lcaso a 
afjova mentionsi gsntleuen to apply at ..ashin-ton t 
pasaoort renewed. ill so toll tuem teat -all t.vat I 
is tied up here ami that X don't toow how matters 
in this respect. They should help me, which I th 
Hr. Edison v/ill. Xorhaps the times ./ill ho hotter 
xanrs hut just now I au shaken up. i should also 
roseive ar. annuity from w. Irourru so Cto. here in 
Budapest, hut don' t toow at presort if not ail is 

Hr. motor of "The Elsstr: sien" toov/s bo. I am 
mt old hand in the electric lichtinE branch. 

Thnnking you beforehand for your favor .and :3£sinrj 
yqu to/excuse my writing, as I run so nervous. 

Yours truly. 

| Signed) SBL.13X3 JEHU 

i Budapest, Hungary. 

ox) Aiserioan lan aulate I Attila utoa 67 Andraasy 3. 
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I.!f■ y Xii, . 

Hon. Houi3 i!. Juried, 
Consul of Svit:.oi’land, 
100 Fifth Avo. , 
Now York. ii.Y. 

Hoar Sir:- 

Your latter cf l..e.; 
Hr. Ko i sen requests n« to soo¬ 
the life of Knioni has nevi.r 
hoviovo •, is net oonalusivo thav ouun e ” " 
published. 

Hr. Edison smrr.eets that; it ni<hi be well 
fer you to oom-nunieato with t..o of J.r. j.raosi' s sons. 
The last address we hud fer them we**.» ns follows: 

Paul J. J.'rueBi , 
c/o Chamber of Conr-ore-!, 

Chattanooga, 'I'onn. 

August Eruesi, 
o/o General ileotria Co., 

Tn "Kiison: Kia Ufa and Inventions" by Dyer 
end Murtin, published by Harper & 'irog.. New York. there 
are frequent illusions of the lata John Kruosi, who was 
intimutely associated with Hr. Edison for nor.y years. 

Yours very truly. 

Assistant to Mr. Edison. 

A/7170 



Hay 17,1919. 

Hr. John >7. Web, 
New York Edison Company, 

Irvin? Piece & loth Street, 
Hew York, H.Y. 

Ky deer Hr. Web: 

The widow of our old friend 

Charles T. Hughes, wants mo to ask you if you 

con tell her the value of the bonds of the Hew 

York Gas, Electric bight. Heat fc Power Company. 

With kindest regards, 

,<ours sincerely. 



May 24,191 

Mr. Edward Marshall, 
712 Times Building, 

New York, H.Y. 

My dear Mr. Marshall: 

I am returning herewith the 

interview with Helen Keller, which you so Kindly 

sent me for perusda. It is certainly a wonderful 

and thrilling interview, and I am greatly obliged 

to you for giving me the privilege of reading it. 

Language fails me to express my reverence for, and 

admiration of, this great character. With kind regards 

Yours sincerely. 

Assistant to Mr. Edison. 

Enclosure. 



1st.Lieut.Edwin Smith, Jr., 
Chemical Warfare Servioe, 

A.P.O. 717, France. 

My dear Mr. Smith: 

It is very good of you to remember 
me with 3uch a cordial letter and I am very glad, indeed, 
to heur from you. 

The gas masks of French and German mak9, which 
you kindly sent to Mr. Edison, and one of the hitter for 
myself were received. Mr. Edison was much interested 
and we'have hung his in the Library. I guess I will 
take mine home to show my friends a3 a curiosity. 

Mr. Edison wants me to acknowledrre the letter 
that you wrote to him on May 7th and to say that ho has 
found'it very interesting. He also wishes me to thank 
you for sending him the arcs masks and to say that ho will 
be vory glad indeed to see you when you come homo. 

These sentiments are also heartily conourrod 
in ;by me. I am sure you must- be just simply aching 
to get beck to the good old U.S., and hope you will soon 
have your orders to turn your footstops this way. 

V.'ith kindest regar.13 from us all, I remain. 

Yours sincerely. 

Assistant to Mr. Edison. 

A/7238. 



'j 60S. 

absolutely fireproof 

'ay. 27. 19. 

JJear iir. rh+*uJL 
The enclosed notice from the Tax Department of the State 

of Hew York I found on my arrival here today, previous notices have 

not rea.ched me. 

I have just returned from the mountains of Hew "exico where 

I have had quite an interesting experience, as I was caUGht in a heavy 

rain storm and lived for four days in one of the "Dohie" houses, which 

are made of earth, hut which are all one story and comfortable, the 

grass,which grows on the roof of nearly all of these houses, needed 

cutting, otherwise X have no criticisms. 

I have had considerable horseback riding, but am still able 

to walk;-one bridge was washed out so that we had to swim the stream 

with the horses, which to me was an interesting experience. 

t m waiting for some samples of the ore, which I nope to 

forward in a day or so, the deposit looks rather encouraging, will sene, 

report to Hr. Edison as soon as I have been able to test the samples. 

Expect to leave here for the Black Hills in a few days, and 

should find the largest deposits there, based on all the Information I 

have been able to obtain. 

X hope the baby, Yrs Humbert and you are all very well(you’ 

will note that X place them in the proper order). / 

Sincerely Yours. ' / 

W. 

& 



June 3,1919. 

Mr. J. J. Butler, 
General Board Koom, 

Havy Department, 
Washington, D.C. 

My dear Mr. Butler: 

I am enclosing herewith e 
letter from a Mr.W. 3. Cooper of London, with 
which is a copy of a letter written by Mr. Fr.-r 
Jahl. I would invite your attention to Mr. 
Edison's memorandum in pencil written on Mr. 
Cooper's letter. Do you thini: you can do 
anything? If ao, would you rather have a fort 
lettor Bigned by Mr. Edison himself? 

I am enclosing for your edification 
and information a letter Mr. Edison has roceivod 
from Mr. Edward U. Hurley. This will he of 
very groat intercut to you. 

fours sinceroly. 

Assistant to Mr. Edison. 

Enolosuros - 3. 



June 4, 1919. 

My dear Mr. Meadowcroft:- 

Your two letters of June 3rd received. Very nany thanks 
for the enclosure from Mr. Hurley. In the same five minutes 
that it came to me a message also came from the Shipping Board 
asking me to come down there at 3 o'clock for an interview. 
All thanks are due to you. 

I will take up the matter of Mr. Jehl's passport with the 
State Department tomorrow morning and have no doubt that it 
can be satisfactorily arranged. I will report to you tomorrow 
on the subject. 

I am very glad to hear that your nephew is back in the 
States and have turned your letter over to Colonel Lucas and 
he will see what can be done to expedite his release from 
Quantico. We will have a report for you on that subject also 
tomorrow. 

With kindest regards and asking you again to thank 
Mr. Edison for his generosity, believe me. 

Yours sincerely, 

Mr. W.H. Meadowcroft, 
Edison laboratory, 

Orange, H.J. 

f.S t~~^ ^ t, 4, 
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Hr. J, Jarvis Butler, 
General Board Room, 

Navy Department, 
Washington, D.C. 

My dear Mr. Butler: 

I have reeeivel your kind letter 
of June 4th and thank you very muoh, indeed, for your 
usual prompt attention to' the matter of Mr. Jehl's 
passport, and also to the matter of my nephew. 

Our friend Hr. Pinnigan may have something 
to say to you in the near future. He v/us here a few 
days ago and I think yo.u will be interested in hie 
report. 

I am disgusted1 with your treatment at Mr. 
Hurley'8 office, but of course, you mu3t no't blame 
Mr. Hurley for that, but I do blame his Acting Secretary. 
If you find that you cannot see Mr.Hurley, wo will have 
Mr. Hanford go and see him again with a note to state 
the facts, and then I guess you will got an interview. 

■With kindest regards, I remain. 

Sincerely yours. 

Assistant to Mr. iidison. 
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Ky dear Mr. Meadowcroft:- 

I enclose !-* . « * , 
order to the American ^taista* « d to Hr. Jehl for his 
certificate of identification s ^ feerefore, has 

sran.rEffa'K ra 5 gs?~ 
£ S^Sent t. -» inquiries on 

the subject. 

Yours sincerely, 

Mr. Y/.H. Meadov/eroft, 
Edison laboratory. 



[ATTACHMENT/ENCLOSURE] 

In reply refer to 
H! 130. J 38- 

Mr. C. L. Smith, 

In oare of the General Board, 

Navy Department. 

Sir: 

This Department returns to you herewith two documents 

which you left at the Division of Passport Control on 

June 5: a letter addressed to llr. Thomas A. Edison by Mr. 

W. E. Cooper of "The Electrician", a London Journal, and 

its enclosure, a copy of a communication received by Mr. 

Cooper from Mr. Francis Jehl, a native American citizen 

who has resided for a number of years in Austria and who 

now desires to return to this country. Upon the face of 

Mr. Cooper’s letter is a note signed by Mr. Edison stating 

that Mr. Jehl was sent by Mr. Edison to Europe to put in 

electric light stations and that he is now employed at 

the eleotric light station at- Budapest. This Department 

sends you also herewith a copy of its instruction, of even 

date with this letter, directing the American Minister 

at Berne to request the Eoyal Spanish Embassy at Vienna 

to 



[ATTACHMENT/ENCLOSURE] 

-2- 

to endeavor to communicate with Mr. Jehl and to offer 

him a certificate of identity good only for his immediate 

departure from Austria. 

I am, Sir, 

Your obedient servant, 

For the Acting Secretary of State: 

Second Assistant Secretary. 

Enclosures: 
Two documents as 

mentioned. 
Copy of instruction 

to American legation 
at Berne. 



Mr. Y/. R. Cooper, Editor 
"The Electrician",- 

8 Bouverie Street, 
London, B.C.4, 

England. 

Dear Sir:- 

Hr. Edison received your letter of Hay 
13th, enclosing cony of a letter from Hr. Francis 
Jehl in regard to obtaining a passport to return 
to this Country. 

Hr. Edison requested me to take this 
matter up with the authorities in Washington. I 
proceeded accordingly, and communiaated with somo 
officials of our Iluvy Department. 1 received today, 
(1) a letter of Hr. Jarvis Butler, uddreBsed to me 
under date of June 11th; (2) a letter from the 
Second Assistant Secretary of State addressed to Me. 
C. L. Smith of the tlavy-Department, under date of 
June 11th; (3) also copy of a letter addressed to 
The Honorable Pleasant A. Stovall, American Minister, 
Berne, written by the Acting Secretary of State under 
date of June 7th. I am sending you copies of all 
these. 

You will soe from the above papers that 
Hr. Francis Jehl's request has received attention 
and' that he will probably be able to obtain the 
necessary Certificate of Identity that will enable 
him to return to this Country. Probably you will 
have the kindness to communicate this roault to him. 

Yours very truly. 

Assistant to Ur. Edison. 

Enclosures. 



DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

UNITED STATES GEOLOGICAL SURVEY 

WASHINGTON 

June 16, 1019. 

Orange, 

In response to your letter of Juno G: 

I have taken pleasure in forwarding to your address a 
copy of the Junta ye, IIow ilenico, topographic nap. 'fills is the only 
shoot published by the Geological Survey covering the area described 
by you. Its price is 10 conts and as the fiscal regulations require 
that this Survey deposit tho receipts in the United States 'freasury 
with its report of sales an oarly remittance will be appreciated. 

Please remit by postal money order or cosh (the latter at 
your risk, however) as when stamps are accepted they 'have to be 
disposed of locally and the amount replaced in cash. Kindly include 
the inclosed carbon copy of this letter when you romit as a memorandum 
of the transaction. 

An inde:: nap for new Horico was included in the shipment. 

Very truly yours, 



•1 

June 16,1919. 

Ur. Jamo3 iielson Yolland, 
c/o Mrs. George Thomas, 

Finglostam,- 
Eastry, i-'or.t, 

England. 

Dear Sir:- 

Your letter of Hay 14th has teen received ‘today, 
and v;e thank you for writing about ^. Francis Jehl of Budapest 
Hunp'prv A wool. or so ago we receive1- a .•.e^er from Ur. 
W. 3. Ooopor, Editor, "The Electrician", 8, Bouverie Street 
London, E.C.4, calling attention tc this mater and em. rosing 
copy of s note written by Mr. Jehl. 

Mr. Edison at ones took up .the natter with the 
authorities in Washington,- and Mr. Jehl's ro quest has oeen 
acted upon. 

For your information, we enclose copy of a letter 
written by the Secretary of State of tho United ;>ti-.„eo to 
The Honorable Pleasant A. Stovall, American Minister, derno, 
Swit-orland. T have sent a copy pf thi3 leotar to hr. 
Francis Jehl at the address which you kindly gave in| y°«* 
letter, and trust ho will new be able to get bis Ceitif^ato 
of Identity so that he msy be able to come -beak to the United 
Stotes. 

Yours very truly, , 

Assistant to Ur. Edison. . 

Enclosure. 



7 
June 16,191'j. 

Ur. FranoiB Jehl, 
I Attila-Utca 14, 

Budapest, Hungary. 

lly dear Francis: 

Mr. Kelson received a letter from 
Hr. V;. R. Cooper, Kdltor, "The Electrician", 8, Bouverie 
Street, Xondon, K.C.4, ana also one from Mr. James 
HelBon Holland, stating that you were in a rathor had 
predicament by beinj iwi'ble to jet a passport to - 
travel so that.you could return to America. 

Ur. Edison immediately took up the matter 
with the authorities at Washington and was successful 
In havinj arrangements made sc that you can Ret a 
certificate of identity which will be Riven for ycur 
immediate departure from Austria. 

I am sending to you a copy of a .Letter 
from the Of-ice of the. Secretary of. State of the 
United States addressed to the Honorable "leasant A. 
Stovall, American Minister at Berne. Xou will see ' 
from this that the American Minister is instructed 
to request the Royal Spanish Kmhaasy at Yiennu to 
communicate with you and to offer you a certificate 
of identity, so that you may leave Austria. 

.I trust that this will receive prompt atten¬ 
tion ovor there and that it will brinj about an end 
of your*difficulties. I also hope that we may have 
the pleasure of S' einj yen over here bofo-re lenj. Mr. 
Edison will be very jlsd, indeed, to see »cu grain after 
such a lonj absence. 

With kindest regards and ail Rood wishes, I 
remain. 

Sincerely yours,. . * 

Assistant .to Mr. Edison. 

Enclosure. 



American Can Company 

120 Broadway 

New York jUne 17th, 1919. 

l(-c /> 

s 9 Vf ,« • A fait0 

b having delivered to you a souvenir 75 U/U 

high explosive shell, such a 
sent War in greater quantity , 

than any other ordnance material. This shell is just as it was delivered to 

the War Department, excepting that it is unloaded. 

When loaded for service the brass case contains the 

propelling charge of smokeless powder, which shoots the steel shell to an 

extreme range of four miles. The steel shell is filled with high explosive, 

usually T.N.T., which is caused to explode when striking the target or grounu, 

rending the steel'shell into many sharp fragments. The entire round when 

loaded weighs about twenty pounds and the steel shell about twelve pounds. 

About twenty of these shells per minute can be fired from a field gun. but the 

average rate of fire is from six to eight per minute. 

We are sending you this souvenir with our compli¬ 

ments as a memento of the recent world struggle, and also as an evidence of 

the rower of American institutions to meet promptly and efficiently every 

emergency. The American Can Company during the War delivered over five 

million rounds of complete ammunition. 

Trusting you will accept this Bouvenir as an 

evidence of our appreciation of our pleasant business relationship, we are 

AMERICAN CAN COMPANY 



501 - 5th AVE. 

June 19, 1919. 

( III RE McXEOH HEoIDElIGE ) 

7 CCCM/Vs^ 4*v^ 4*-M* X 

e£.Cq 2, 
0 rl'"'cL K) I U)-C^ ^ 

;ing"lj4stalling Erigidaire in 

,l^C wrt ■ ^ 

Iir. Thos. A. Edison, 

East Orange, H. J. 

Dear dir: 

I am contemplate 

a house now under construction. I would greatly appreciate 

a candid expression of your experience regarding saipe.with 

attention to the following three points: 

1st: Does the installation live up to the claims 

of the makers regarding current consumption? 

2nd: Does the machine get out of order easily, and 

in this connection have you had any trouble from leaky brine 

j- crA-f'1 CK. 

' 

pipes? 

3rd: Does the circulation system require the small 

amount of water claimed by the makers? 

I regret troubling you in the matter, but as the 

refrigerator has been in use for such a short time, I feel 

doubtful about making an installation for a client unless 

reassured by the experience of actual users. 

Very truly yours. 

cav/m. 
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Bridgeburg, Ontario, July 6, 1919. 

Thos. A. Edison Esq., 

Orange, N.J., U.S.A. 

Tear Siri- 

Eor the past two years there has been an annual meeting 
held in Stratford, Ontario, of the old Buffalo fc Lake Huron By. 
and Grand Trunk Railway employees, to meet and talk over 
times and the changes since taken place. Most oi those attending 
being now retired, some on the Pension list that was organised 
by the present Management a few years ago. 

While I realize it would be impossible for you to 
attend at this late date - the meeting being on 10th Inst - 1, 
being Chairman and an old fellow-employee while you v/eie at 
at Stratford, and your being able to call to memory, w l e 

ZfZSSi UT1SSw-'S- -T 

I still hold your kind letter to < 
retiring six years ago. Pleased to say I 

t the time of my 
enjoying good 

health"and^celebrated our Golden Wedding December 25th 1917. 

Thanking you in advance if you will favorua byw^'^f 
me as above directed, and wishing you ana your family good haelth 
and further success and prosperity, I remain, 



Major 6. H. Scott, v 
Commander of the "R-34," 
Mineola, Hev; York.. 

My dear Sir:- 

I have been greatly interested in your exploit, as it 
is the opening of a new epoch in human progress. Were it not 
for some important experiments I have on hand, I would huve given 
myself the pleasure of a call on you to extend in person my hearty 
congratulations on your groat achievement. 

Will you give mo the pleasure of aooepting one of my 
Phonographs with some Records, and carry the same on your return 
trip, in commemoration of the first air voyage to .America? 

Wishing you a pleasant and safe return, and with my com¬ 
pliments to you and your associates, I remain 

Yourd sindorely, 



The Hofmann-Sproul Company 

IRON AND STEEL 

434 WIDENER BUILDING 

PHILADELPHIA July e> 1919 

Mir. Wm. H. Meadoworoft,Assistant, 
Thomas A. Edison, Inc, 
Ornage, N. J 

Dear Sir:— 

I have been unable to procure intelligent information from 
your Company , explaining the actual uses to which Char¬ 
coal Iron Tube Ends are employed. 

This has reference to Tube Ends you have procured from Par- 
kesburg, Pa. 
The production of these Tube Ends is far greater than any 
possible consumption you might have and it naturally fol¬ 
lows that to must create another demand for this desirable 
product. 

May I presume to inquire therefore whether you will be good 
enough to advise me personally with whom I should confer 
in relation to making disposition of tonnages in excess of 
what you,yourselves will be able to consume. 
It might suffice to know what result Tube Ends can give you 
and in what branch of your operation the same is used. 

I would be very much under obligation,if you will favor me 
and I believe you are convinced that I will be only too 
glad to reciprocate the favor at any time. 

Hope'you are well and with my personal regards, beg to re¬ 
main? 







< 

July 14,1919. 

'r. J. P. Teulings, 
Villa "Amalie" , 

Vught, Holland. 

your letter of June 28th has been received, and 
in Mr. Edison'3 absence I reply as I am acquainted with the 
faota. 

X am not proficient in reading Xtr.liar:, but con make 
out sufficient of the quotation in your letter to understand 
that it is substantially a true account which Mr. E.ii30n 
gave to a newspaper reporter some time ago. I have personal 
knowledge of the incident related t'~ 
call on’Ur. Edison one day, r- ',r 

It haooene-i that I was standing at Mr. Edison's doak 
having boon engaged in conversation with him. 'Xhe Gatekeeper 
of tho Gate House came in and told Ur. Edison that Bert Reese 
was outside and wanted to see him. Hr. Edison suid: .ait 
a moment". Ho thon took a pioco of paper and his pencil and 
wroto something on the paper, folded it up ana put it m his 
nookot. Then he said to the Gate House-Keeper, all right 
show him in". Reese wn3 then shown in and Hr. Edison 3hbok 
hands with him and said: "Reese, I wrote something cn a piece 
of paper and it is in my pocket. What was itr Aaoso -losed 
his eyes and remained silent for about half minute and then 
said "Keno" spelling the word out' letter by letter. 1hen Hr. 
Edison took the paper out of his pookot ana then hundoi it to 
Reese, saying, "You are right". 

Ho one but Ur. Edison knew what he had written or, the 
paper. I was standing by tho desk, but Hr. Edison held his 
left hand ovor the-spot whore ho was writing so that T oouLd 
not see what was being written. 

There was u gentleman by the name of V.ilaon also in the 
room. Ur. Edison said: "Reese, show Meudowcroft und -iison 
what you can do". Roose told us to go to another part of 
the room (the roam is about 40 feet long) and write several 
things on a piece of paper, fold tho papers up and not tell 
each other or any one else what we have written. So far as 
I remombur the following wero three of the five things ho 
told us to v/rite: Mother's maiden name, name of bchool Prinoipo 



date of birth. Kr. V.'ilson and I wrote the30 things on 
two seoarate slips of papor. folded them up and handed them 
to Reose. V.'o wero only about two feet av-ay .from tum. He 
simply held the folde.i papers iri his hand and read the 
contents correctly. 

After this, he and Mr. Edison had a talk and presently 
he went away. 

Possibly you may be interested to know the address of 
Bert Reese. ‘ It is 230 .Vest 99th Street. Hew York, R.Y. 

fours very truly. 

Assistant to Mr. Edison. 

A/7012. 



July 14,15)1 

Ur. A. J. Hofmann, 
o/o The Hoftaann-Sproul Co., 
434 Widoner Bldg., 
Philadelphia, Pa. 

Boar Hir:- 

Your letter of July Oth in regard to 
Chart'soal Iron Tube Ends was receive!. 

Vio ujo th03o tube ond3 for making oxido of 
A3 to whether v;s have any surplus tonnage 

it I do not know, but you may communion to with 
-r. v.i'i. Byieman, our Purchasing Agent here, cn 
subject, if you wish. 

Yours very truly, 

Assistant to iiiiaori. 



July 17, l‘J19 

American Can Company, 
120 Broadway,^ 

Gentlemen: 

The 30uvonir 75 m/m high explosive shell 
referred to in your letter.of June 17th has lieer. 
received. 

' Allow me to extend my thanks to you for 
your courtesy in sending me this souvenir. I accept 
it gladly and appreciate your kindness. 

• Yours very truly. 

A/7540 
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July 29,1919. 

Hr. Cesare Sodoro, 
o/o Tho 3. A. Edison, Ino., 
79 Fifth Ave., 
Hew York, H.Y. 

Dear Hr. Sodero: 

I have been watching for an opportunity 
to holp out your friend tho Sculptor Ruotolo, but up to 
this time I have been unable to urrunge it. For the 
past two or three months, Hr. Edison has been working in 
different parts of our buildings, and haa never been 
very long in any'one part, so it would not have boon a 
Very satisfactory time for your friend, nor 'would it 
be the opportunity he desires. 

Hr. Edison is going uway on a camping trip in 
a few days and will possible be away a good part of 
August. I think it would be a good thing to leave this 
until tho first part of September, a3 I think he will be 
working quito a (rood deal in the chemical room uoout tha 
time. Of course, you will roalir.o that it is of no use 
trying a thing unless Mr. Edison is going to be settle! 
down in one place for a few hours. During the last 
month or two I could not tell where ho v.ould be for any 
one five-minutes to the next. 

Yours very truly. 

Assistant to Hr. Edison. 



July 31,1919. 

Ur. Constable: 

Referring to the attached correspondence, 
will you please advise me whether the iidison Phonograph 
Works and the Rdison Storage flattery Co., or cither of 
them, have been or are doing any experimental work for 
the War Department. 

'Would you necessarily know if either of 
the above Companies ware doing such experimental work? 
If not, who would be the man most likely to'have positive 
knowledge in each case. 

I want to show this correspondence and.your 
answer to Ur. Rdison, as he will probably wish to reply 
to Colonel Satchell's letter over his own signature. 

■7. H. lliukDOVi C RO FT. 

P.S. Please let mo know this afternoon, as I leave for my 
Annual Vacation. 



SCIENTIFIC AND TECHNICAL BRANCH 

FEDERAL EMPLOYEES UNION, NO. 2 

Mr. Thomas A. Edison, 

West Orange, N. J. 

Dear Mr. Edison: 

There is enclosed a oopy of a resolution emphasizing Yhe 
national importance of soientifio research in general and ask¬ 
ing greater support for the scientific bureaus of the Govern¬ 
ment . 

The resolution is being given publicity in many of the 
more Important technical and trade journals and in the publi¬ 
cations of the national engineering societies. Those to whose 
attention it has been brought have stated that the passage of 
such a resolution by the Amerloan Federation of Labor is a 
most important and significant event. 

We are taking the liberty of bringing the matter to your 
attention at this time hop ing that you will consider it of 
sufficient importance to express an opinion on the matter, 
which' we may use for furthering the cause of soienoe in our > 
national life. 

Respeotfully. 

Resolution. 



[ATTACHMENT/ENCLOSURE] 

LABOR AMD SCII3WIFIC EE EE ARCH 

■ Th, nunU- of Kbor »a «*' ~U-W nmmm 
at its Atlantic City convention: 

"V/HEHEAS, scientific »aaarch and tho to:Industries, 
form a fundamental basis M^on which to. x 

nlnufloturing, agriculture, mining others must rest, -nd 

VIHEKEAS, the productivity of gaJ^Itfpbysics^chaLstry, biology, 
aulication of the results of scientific r3S8B~ the r-luted sciences; and 

$£% — *•-**“ 
greater than the cost of the necessary research; and 

WHEREAS, the increased ?otati^ t^rSrs 
research is a most potent i.actor in th- e - ' °of this factor must 

beyond which 

SK ^Iclf Soif^lS hTrfsi^r tenearch-and the utilisation of 

the results of research in industry, and 

WHEREAS, there are numerous important and ‘^ovei^nts, the 

K ‘ “* 

W2®SA8,- war has brou^t h^e ^o all the %£ti*r 
overwhelming instance ^ initiative attesting to organise 
in war or in ;cu., ^ a national scale, but in several 
couiitrie^govornasntal^artioipa tion and support of such undertahings - 

alrsady activo; tharators be it 

RESOLVED, by the Amoriosn Federation of Labor^in^conv^nt“ importance 
that a broad program of.scientific and toohni by the Federal 
to the national welfare ^.f^^^/^^ c-overnment itself in such research 
Gove meant, and that the activities ° , in Qrder that. the work nay be 
should ba adequately and generously -u- S orotary 0f the'. Federation is in¬ 
great ly strengthened and extendod and the Secro ry^ ^ of the ^ited 

House of Representatives. 
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Mr. Paul Sutcliffe, 
c/o Edison Storage Battery 0o.f 
Orange , N. J. 

Dear Mr. Sutcliffe: 

In connection with the Underwood Hews Photographs 
we have been furnishing you for the past few months, we have 
supplied you without charge, welfare messages from the lead¬ 
ing Americans in all walks of life. 

We are particularly anxious at this time to 
hare a message from Mr. Edison. Mr. Edison issued a mes¬ 
sage to his business associates at the Hotel Oonmodore 
Juno 27th, copy of which is before the writer. Included 
in till a message is the attached that we would lito to use 
under Mr. Edisen's sigiature. 

If this meets with Mr. Edison's approval, will 
you please have him sign this message and return it to us 
at your convenience? Thanks for your co-operation in 
this matter. 

~iZ ( August''* 
T\\ ' Slst.-iv. 

1919 v 

Sincerely yours. 

JE; JBS7 
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September 
5 th 
1919 

Hr. ran. H. Headowcroft, 
Assistant to ur. Bdison, 
Orange, H. J. 

liy dear Ur. Headowcroft: 

1 wish to thank you for your favor of September 
3rd, enclosing the copy for a welfare message signed 
bv Ur. iidison that we will take pleasure in printing 
and forwarding to the large list of industrial plants 
now receiving our welfare service. 

Needless to say, this message will play its own 
important part in influencing the industrial workers o. 
America toward right thinking, thereby counteracting the 
false doctrines of overzealous X. ... and Bolshevik 
leaders, who are endeavoring to upset laoor conditions. 

ELLiu'fT saavios wO 

JSsJHV? 
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[ATTACHMENT/ENCLOSURE] 

TWENTY PAGES_PklCE TWO CENTS 

CARDINAL MERCIER DELIGHTED 
WITH CORDIAL WELCOME HERE 

CARDINAL IS 
MADE LL.D. BY 

UNIVERSITY 

“'Until He Got To Albany He Said He Thought 
Nothing Could Equal New York’s Recep¬ 
tion—In Speech At Chancellor’s Hall He 
Attributed The Stand He Was Able To 
Make Against The Germans To His Faith 
In God—Gets Degree Of Doctor Of Laws 
From New York University T 

[CONTINUED ON NEXT FRAME] 



[ATTACHMENT/ENCLOSURE] [CONTINUED FROM PRECEDING FRAME] 



'J& 

Septembor 23,1911). 

Dr. John H. Finloy, 
Tho Cnivorsity of the State of Hov; York, 
Albany, Now York. 

Dear Dr. Finley: . 

Many thanks for your note of 

Septembor 18th, and the newspaper clipping. I 

had already seen the account of his great recep¬ 

tion in -Albany, and the conferring upon him 

of the Degree. 

I am proud to bo in the samo little 

Company with him. He ia a very high type of 

man. 

Sincerely yours, 



Ur. William McDonald, 

Lawrence, Kansas. 

Dear Sir:- 

' I received your letter of September loth, 

and reud it with a great doal of interest. I remember 

all the things you v?rite about, especially, Mr. Gay, 

and am glad to'hear from you as your letter has brought 

back memories of my boyhood days. 



WESTElti UNION 

telHiam 
RECEIVED ATORANGE, »c. »• ^ 

17NYC 33 ML 

UD NEWYORK NY SEPT 29 1919 

W H MEADOCROFT ’ . 

EDISON LABORATORY ORaNGE NJ 

DELIGHTED TO HEAR THERE IS SOME POSSIBILITY MR EDISON VISITING 

ELECTRICAL SHOW SOME TIME THIS WEEK IT HAS BEEN UNUSU'AL SUCCESS 

MRS EDI SONS PRESENCE wOULD BL *U tD riwiu« oHuw CLOSES 

SATURDAY NIGHT 
ARTHUR WILLIAMS 

■J 

742ASEPT 30 1919 



October 

The Secretary of State, 

rVashington, D.C. 

Sir: Reference: Co 130. J38- 

Referring to-the desire of Llr. Francis Jehl. 
an American citizen at present residing at Hudanest, 
Hungary, to return to the Unite- States, Ur. Francis 
R. Upton of Ilewark, Hew Jersey, has referred to Mr. 
Kdison your letter to him of September -26th. It may 
bo said parenthetically that Ur. Upton is en old 
associate and friend of both Ur. iidison and Ur. Jehl. 

i.ir. Edison notes that a despatch h-U3 boon 
received at your office from the American Minister 
at Herne, according to v.tiloh Ur. Jehl has not sufficient 
fundB for the journey to America and requests an ad¬ 
vance to him of the sum of 5,000 crov.ns, which I believo 
i3 in the neighborhood of $250. 

I am requested by Ur. iidison to say that he 
i3 willing to advance this sum, and , therefore, you 
will find enclosed herewith a certified check for 
this amount drawn in favor of the Disbursing Clerk, 
Department of Stato. 

iir. Mi son would b e very glad if arrangement s 
oon be made for the trarmmiaujon of this amount to Ur. 
Jehl through diplomatic channels, as suggested. If 
the expense of transmitting this money by telegraph 
dees riot exceed ''5, Mr. Edison i3 desirous that the 
money shall be transmitted in this ray, and will gladly 
remit the amount to the Disbursing Clerk, Department 
of State, on being advised in regard thereto. 

Yours respectfully, 

Assistant to Kr. iidii 



, ^v- * J- 47 

cCz*>~+s 7^2. '(pcftst^w ^ 

'&&Z<s cr£ <;Ca^^_jz, ^4^TK^,_p f*LG^, 0-*+ Z*S%U^ # 

J &c*L^ au> Z&y^*4*^<rt0 r>^ Z-Utf , ^ & Cc*^, -€^a*^ 
0<^) <^<j . /l^r^O «s*r-*sQ ^t^t^<4 

^rrxov &£euf J ^ CUS-*-^e«»C 4^iy *^LeSif£^c ^Zz* <r^ 

€n* t/£~yy+-t^Lf / J9 'l'V<i£e-+x^ J si* m^a« «>6 -^t r 

'T'lsisix^U.cu tfZ<>-€*x*£~esuT^Cd /{4^ — foytcs 'l+rxK4 -y^e^&C, *ri«- *s&cyxp £ . 

^trH-- fitu*, 4e>^f co tv^o-^ m^C- 7^A.</ "2o ^o 

'VvClSI/j '/jCciJ 't*r-a*e ^ «/ ^ 

*&£*, /<2-<-^y^fOL^A.ct £i-^ ci^&0 f£e t^-^t^- %Ofr$ 

^ CX—o£ C^'«^M-<-±«J? *fc£C 

CyS £L^£ck*lSi-<) -C^-c^zffLcC f*sns> /yrx+^o - 

t^i-JZo •&e.tXs3Z4 <X*~gC- P5m» L*st**s&, &yf C^tsfL^i*^ -0-0 

t^stl£t^a*Z^<*-^^ s&Le**LJ£. ->^s*+-^Cf c^-^-oC ^^o-co<oZcc6 

-7,1-I^^.c4e^/ ^,«yCe. o.—c-£ . 5$^ o-~-l-c£ 

e.Cl*<-<^ JZ,Ck*-afj*Si++j ie^ccJ -&£-*. 
sXplAj-PSiJLxif' cuic 2<m <!o ^wuk>6 G-^oM<c4«M.a«£d f "t-t/"^© t’-° 

«Xv*c4 ■^C-oC- CA-*-4stJL, Ck^ j^Gx-oo^ 

p£e, ^aw cci^tf c'°' &dles*jas£e cC> i(L> 

ISl^cxsGLjaC ^ofcC - *-^0 • &£**.!+ <U**6 

-CyO ^C^-o-^-e-^.*t.J« -«■ ^o ^A^insO __ e/^f 

1t/8utt-Zf.fl/ -^i tfVf-*-«--» «* ^JU? 00^0 '^t^»fl-ce 

- a, /-/ r ^ 

/ <X-^~»C «<*- t^-t*-<o/«W^ olsLJg^oO of C**jk.c£. *t^-t-£&+A-t 

CC ^ ^ J£~**~* 

£ll**jf± S-xsjf -ffe^ji c*> rx. ex~—4 /a^«, ^ , .a g *^jBU^. *^vt«^ ^Clcff U» O. 

£-cCe*^i *£fe t 

fj&Ui , ^ cfogga^ fiinf 'KflW *«^ 

u.c/ ffc, tru~£**~e er^/ /s/£* V^w, 

/^€HC(Uv. , <T-«^..CCtAA^» fi£fX f /^l© <Z>/&uc/<t<. O^ tT^ ,’,^ 

^ rt<j-Cs a<^ ‘&-€-^,^e*st*f . ^ec-o^ 

«2o ^O »5^o c-^ ^!<>-i-*--%_e-t-- nr<*-£*-<-Q. . ^«>-Zft. &tuz y^~C^vr^ 

(tfciAJC.ts ^ue*. ^wn—^MP»«-«-«i ^ /O 9 — /^Lo (Lo ^LM, ^l?^»- 
^Zut. /^T«» “* • '<2^ca» SUV. —■ t yitcx^f Cf*9~C&4M <2 5T5tj#— 3 o-o-w - — 

/ /^L^ tcAO 



f i,0. - . /JVrw . - ^ yfi /~2Ue^T 

K&- . £'p£S-<z*^'^ A?. 3.ro H. r 

M^otw*/ a / /t*. /* m //t-ow*^^ « #* 

i ^ ex^%.^6 CAaZLailC, 

<k*^c£. fiCe^^udt^tiL, • e.a-^l/’ fZt-xr^ o-iy zx c C^«^y ^ ■ZzC^ 

'Ur/Le^. TptZ tfWV tO^^t^SLe-f- C~*3-**y*J2~*4 'Usd^^. f£n^£-tS*-!L* • 

‘&cxu*s &£c Cu-tu^ty «»^V PfyZe el^c o^v<5^; 

■^c*^»-€ ,<2Va^-i^L^} 

^^Uo> twe^ -t!^ t ^ ^ 

/c? /S~e-tn>. 

x<_. -/-<vt 

* n^H^tt'^j ■vtm.'tj Ts/Lx. 

■ ^"- ~ - ^ ^xr9-€,a _ 2^-^ — 
•V 

-t^- k 

2<? vf2eeJ/C' ^ £c*~ct to 7tL-&c. 

-7^*^, <l-Ci^<ST^'<^*$ J Ck^UcsCjZ <Z-^> <a^-< 

^4^ ^le!^ "J^SGSl, /v«K> # 

' ZL£& /♦v^rw a-^vniyO 

i 'T**-*-*^ &0 '^e^xsist 

Od&Lo P^/Z-& cLsjCa*ts ^Le\*^f“ 

/PiCx, 0-tAests4*s~£j>UL-^^ c-xSoto 

'&Lt*<t c^zuted*. 

. /i 

<*• - ^cr^/, *y^°~ 1 

ttx, /t.eJZx. <r£ 

-Zt^rv etuv 4^ t<» £la/i-<^/>-^P-' td , J6 A£+r*-%.x-w * 

TfLcjf' n / J 7^ - -“ 'T^.^tr^e M^dLX^f to £c . a?i^e ‘t^Uk^d \f 'Z+*v*A*t' 

tLc^-*-, <X^C*~4D ^^^ex^^.€>C, 

t¥ 4fZjuC&s 

nfc^<^x>C' -/Lcstje, ftt~*+*^yso -tz 

tv ci^tg. y 

ytir-r 

■& Ve£o 4*>, l''%*y ^ /i^^e^Jf-. f'Mj*^w ^a^eSJ <^CL«^Co^/ J 'f*M^ 

Xo -Z^JL; ■fir* rZfcct tZ^U^o a a-'/tUi f o~-c*, AeXfi' en^JL. f&nJ' lv<^> *-£ T^c 

^L^T- /Le^tuzcO* ■&> ‘‘JosiS 'jZ/Cc s £ee 1^ 'v~t*y 

; Zb-ot-^ lf-C« VO Cfo . e 

tnoi, o-iV(JL. ^k<-e^<°c? o^ -ZiCr*^, j 't^r-Zio £*«j-e 'H-t^e,^ 

2i^et^ <f 'iasJa^L & jZa-*- o^'1'4*. 'Zi/&*Sf <zJLo^-C- 'Z 06} f" 

fcZiyj' eu^cyC •^e-u-^-^- o£eA*s a^-<- 

_e^-v^tr^xJ^ry^ Of^rrret-*' / <Uc^ -^j-z^t^j '^t^*^> xsL^tv Z<f 

rV^j^ <M^c£ if y 
" ^ -8^-c^, ' ° 

Zr-^-tr^.s %/ - , 'fc£t-irvk-£^, -Z^je 

nsAjfLs 
W #* . 

^ Vl‘“ 



CKWOOD AND ALMQUIST 

October 18, 1919. 

Mr* Thomas Edison, 

Orange, II. J. 

Dear Mr* Edison: 

I am enclosing herewith several tracings 

which were found by a friend of mine and turned over 

to me about two years ago just before I entered the 

service. 

/ 

As some of these bear your name, it appears 

likely that they are original tracings for some of ycur 

early patents, ana I thought you would prefer to have 

these yourself. 



Ootober 23, 1919 

Mr. Lewis J. Stern, 
601 Fifth Avenue, , 
New Yoric City. 

Dear Sir:- 

HT. Edison received your letter 

of October J0, and also the tracings which were enclosed. 

These are tracings of a number of 

Patent Office drawings that were made many years ago. Ho 

wishes me to extend his thanks to you for your oourtesy in 

forwarding same for his files. 

Yours very truly. 

Asst, to Mr. Edison. 

25. 
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STEVENS INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY 
HOBOKEN, NEW JERSEY 

11, 1919 

Mr. Thomas Edison, 
Llewellyn Lark, 
Orange, II. J. 

Dear Sir:- 
I have lately heen asked hy a friend who is head 

of the department of physios in one of our leading univer¬ 
sities to try to find a young man who would he fitted to 
develcpe a department of scientific photography in connection 
with the department of physics. The requirements are 
that the man should have some talent for investigation, a 
reasonable knowledge of the chemistry of photography, and 
some exi>erience in one or more branches of photographic 
research. A man came to me at Stevens from your 
Laboratory three years or so ago v/ho would, i think, have 
been of the proper type, but 1 huve forgotten both his name 
and address. I am taking the liberty to write to you 
as I know that you must have such men in your employ and 
probably know of others. The opening i refer to is 
certainly a most promising one for the right man, and I 
should like very much to be able to find him. 

Very truly yours, 



V^\ eU^ 

M011TREAL. ITov. 11th, 1919. 

Ur. Thomas A. Edison, 
Edison Laboratories. 
West Orange, H. J. 

Dear Mr- Edison:- 

An acquaintance of mine, just returned 
from the trenches, and gave me the enclosed souvenir 
which may he of interest to you, if you have not 
already received and examined one of them. 

The composition or irake up of this 
3hi'eld was one of "Fritzs’ secrets", and one which 
seemed to baffle the Allies skill to produce a 
Blmllar one. 

This Shield was used in Gas Masks. 
The moisture would not condense on the Inside and 
obstruct the view of the wearer. If you will 
blow yuur breath on the Inside of it you will see 
there is no condensation of moisture. On the other 
side if you blow your breath, you will notice the 
usual condensing. 

I trust this may be of interest to 
you, ana that you ana lira. Edison are continuing 
to enjoy all the blessings of life, I am. 





November 15,19X9. 

Dr. Percy Hodsre, 
Stovoris Institute of Technology, 
Hoboken, N.J. 

Dear Sir:- 

Your letter of November lloh ha a bean 
received end has had Hr. Kdison's personal attention. 

He wishes me to say that the only man ha 
knows of who v/ould bo of any vuluo to you left his 
employ about throe years ago, and ho does not knew 
his present address. 

Hr. liaison says that perhaps Dr. Bancroft 
at Cornell University could toll you of a suitable man. 

Xour3 very truly. 

Assistant to Mr. iidison. 

A/8213. 



DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE, 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 

Vn.U« o 

a.c to. 

vx td .IV. 

November 19, 1919 

'nvif-tj; J-Crf SI 

- £.-Jk! o\cJc 
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3 ^ H 

ti V*"-1-' 
Mr. Thomas Edison, 
West Orange, H. J.-?- 

Vi xnT ItwcvJ 
Dear ^ 

The Department of Justice is inaugurating 
a campaign against the high cost of living, in 
which the women of the country are called upon 

-fj'.iv.vx a. V Li-r.'. ai K* a< 

jiU-'tiir^ i>-| iJ" uf /■ 
lAl, 0-v» lo-6. . cU 

:2 May I ask you as a public spirited man to 
give this matter some consideration and give me ti 
benefit of your thought by telling me what, in your 
opinion is at the root of the present economic 
dition and in Just what way women can help cure 
the evil. 

We have divided the subject into three head¬ 
ings, Americanization, Production, and Conservation, 
feeling that by attacking the problem in this way, 
we strike it at every angle. 

Appreciating any suggestions you may give me, 
X am, 

Very truly yours. 

Director of Women's Activities, H.C.L. 
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i -'X1' 
Mr. Thomas A. Edison,,(, c£ 
VieBt Orange. *“' 

/ ' 
November twenty-second 

; *•"" 19 19. 

&V 
Dear Sir; 

You will remember that when I delivered you 
the war stereographs a few nights ago, I asked you to 
write me a letter stating why you like the Underwood 
stereographs, how they are valuable to you, and why 
you think they would be valuable to others. 

You see, in my business the greatest difficulty 
is simply one of accesB to the more prominent people, 
who are the ones really most interested in what I have 
when they see them. Now, if you can write me something 
that will impress people that I have something that is 
at least worth their consideration, it will be a great 
favor. 

In referring to these goods, may I suggest 
that you do not call them pictures (they are much more 
than that) but that the;, term "stereographs" would be 
more appropriate, or be'tter still, "Underwood Travel 

I appreciate that anything you say about these 
stereographs will be a great assistance to me in obtain¬ 
ing opportunities of access to the people to whom they 
make the strongest appeal. — 

Thanking you in advance, I i 

Respectfully yours-, / '—■- 

EMC:HRS 
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STEVENS INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY 
HOBOKEN, NEW JERSEY 

Xlov. 23, 1919 

Mr. Y/g. H. Meadoworoft, 
Assistant to iir. Thomas Edison, 
Llewellyn Park, Orange, fl. J. 

Dear Sir I thank you and Llr. Edison for the letter of 
flov. 13th., relative to the man Interested in photographic 
research, and I think it probable that the man i,.r. Kdison 
refers to is the same man who called on me at the Institute. 

I should like very much to get his name, as 1 cannot 
seem to find it in my address book, as it may be possible 
to get hold of him through the Engineering Society or 
otherwise. If not too much trouble will you kindly ask 
'Jr. Edison to tell you the name so that y6u can send it to iru 

I shall be duly grateful. 

Very truly yours. 



Kovomber 24,1919. 

Mias-Edith C. Strauaa, 
Director of Y.'omen'a Activitioa, H.c.u , 
Department of Justice, 
Washington, D.C. 

My dear lladam: 

I have received your letter of November 
12th. To give you an opinion that would bo of any 
value as to the basic cause or causes of the High 
Cost of hiving would require the services of throe 
or four persons and nyself for a period of at ^st 
two months to obtain accurate data upon which, after 
proper analysis, an adequate opinion could be formu¬ 
lated. This being the case, it will be impossible 
for me to comply with your request. 

Yours very truly. 

A/8252. 



Hovomber 24,19iy. 

Mr. Francis Jehl, 
I.Attila utca 67, 
Budapest. 

My dear Francis: 

Mr. Edison received your letter of 
October 16th. It reached here only two days 
ago, so you see how very Blow the mail3 are 
running. However, he was glad to have a line 
direct from you. although greatly shocked to 
learn of the oonditions under which you have 
been suffering for sane time past. 

I am glad to learn from your letter 
.that the "Certificate of Identity" was issued to 
vo'i and that yon have received it. I hope that 
the next thing we will learn is that you have 
received the money whioh Mr. Juiison sent throu h 
the State Department to enable you to leave for 
America. This was forwarded through the 
American Legation in Born, Switzerland and would 
probably reuoh you through the Spanish Consulate 
in'Budapest. 

We all sympathize with you in the great 
troubles that you have boon through and sinoerely 
hope that we shall be able to see you over here 
before a great while. Mr. Edison Bends his *ina 
regards, in which I most heartily join, and re- 
mai n, 

Sinoerely yours. 

A. 

Assistant to Mr. Edison. 



Hr. A. Wallace Y/elch, Director, 
East Orange High School, 

Hast Orange, H.J. 

Dear Sir:- 

Your recent letter has been received and 
shown to Hr. Edison. He says that for certain business 
reasons we shall be unable to let you have specimens 
of parts and raw materials relating to the phonograph, 
but we v/ill let you have them for the Edison Storage 
Battery. 

I will ask our people to make up a sample board 
for you and deliver it at Ihe Sohool when it is ready. 

Yours very truly. 

Assistant to Mr. Edison. 

A/8271. 



WILLIAM R. HINSDALE 
CONSULTING ENGINEER 

and METALLURGIST 
ORANGE 

Dear Mr. Meadoworoft: 

I have been informed that Mr. Huchinson, i.Ir. Edison's 

Can you give me his present address? 

X enclose you a picture of nyself with some printed 

statements from the Hew York Herald. Please acloiowledge receipt, 

and oblige. 

Faithfully yours. 



The American Who Baited the German Submarine 
Another War Secret Is Revealed Now That William R. Hinsdale Is Shown to Have Been the Man 

Whose Efforts in a Large Measure Killed the Pirate U-Boats-Some Very Interesting Corre¬ 

spondence Is Made Public to Show How the Job Was Done. 

[CONTINUED ON NEXT FRAME] 



The American Who Baited the German Submarine 
Another War Secret Is Revealed Now That William R. Hinsdale Is Shown to Have Been the Man 

Whose Efforts in a Large Measure Killed! the Pirate U-Boats—Some Very Interesting Corre¬ 

spondence Is Made Public to Show How the Job Was Done. 

EDWARDS. 
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Decanter 1919. 

Hr. Percy Hodge, 
Stevens Institute of Technology, 
Hoboken, Hew Jersey. 

Dear Sir:- 

- I have reoeived your letter of Hovember 23, and 

have only Just been able to get Hr. Edison's attention, as 

he is very buBy on some important experiments. 

He regrets to say he oannot remember the name 

of the man Just now, bat he suggests .that you might ask 

the Secretary of the Chemloal Sooiety to put you in touch 

with a Hesoaroh flhomist who has specialized in photography. 

Tours very truly. 

25. Asst, to Mr.Ed is on. 



December 2,1919. 

Mr. F. li. Carpenter, 
51 South Walnut Street, > 

• Eaut Orange, How Jersey. 

Dear Sir:- 

Your letter of Hovember 22d hag boon 
received. Out of the last batch of stereographs 
that you left with me I have Bisected three hundred, 
which with the others that I have herotofore obtained 
from you gives me u pretty complete collection of 
Underwood Travel Studies. 

Yours very truly, 

A/8319, 



MARITIME EXCHANGE 

78 BROAD STREET 

NEW YORK CITY 

December IB, 1919. 

OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 

Thomas A. Edison, Esq. 

Orange, K.J. 

My dear Mr. Edison:- 

A1' 

1 desire to express to you our great appreoiation 
of your kindness in sending us through Mr. Meadoworoft 
blueprints prepared by you in the course of your wartime 
work showing submarine sinkings around the British Isles 
and Mediterranean, also the density of ship traffic for 
one day oovering the British Isles and also our own coast. 

We have posted these on the floor of the Maritime 
Exohange, and I oan assure you that they have teen most 
interesting to our members. 

It is our understanding that these are the first 
oopies to be presented to the general publio, and for your 
kind thought of the Maritime Exohange in oonneotion with 
the first publio display of these prints, I beg to tender my 
grateful acknowledgments. 

Yours very truly. 



Back in 1915 Mr. Edison was kind enough to write us a letter 
telling of his experience with an l,Ingorsoll,,,and gave us per¬ 
mission to use it in a catalogue which we wore then issuing. 

We should very much like to print this letter in a coming 
magazine advertisement, and, therefore, we are writing to ask if 
Mr. Edison will give us this permission. 

The letter follows: 

"During the time of my work on the 
electric light, I always carried an 
Ingersoll, as I did not want to risk 
spoiling more expensive watches on 
aocount of the magnetism of dynamo 
machines, among which 1 spent a good 
deal of time." 

<p ^ 

Ik 

Ca R. /■ h:U 

Advertising Manager 
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"-900 bo.Wabash Avanue. 

Chicugo,Illinois. 

December 15,19191 

Dear Sir:- 

As a Patent Attorney I have come to realize 
that many, in fact the majority of inventors are failures 
as business men principally because of two things;first, 
their invention is impractical,second,the indention is 
not properly presented to the prospective promoter or 
manufacturer. 

I have since my return from the service completed 
from notes, many made in camp, a concise treatise on adver¬ 
tising inventions supplying both from the Patent Attorneys, 
manufacturers, and advertisin man’s standpoint the necessary 
information for the inventor to improve and put his selling 
arguments in proper shape to meet with favorable consideration 
from manufacturers and capitalists. 

It struck me that it would be sound wisdom on my 
part to supplement what knowledge I have obtained in my few 
years of work and study, with the knowledge that really suc¬ 
cessful inventors have gained in this direction. To that end 
I am writing you, hoping that I may receive from you a few 
words regarding your views on the proper way an invention 
should be presented. 

I cannot help but feel that if inventors were 
brought to a realization of the manufacturers present attitude 
toward the thousands of embryo schemes that are presented to 
him, that they would assist materially in converting into 
really oomrnerdially valuable inventions, many shemes which at 
the present time are utterly worthless. 

This work means a great deal to me as I am in 
hopes that the proceeds will materially augment my earnings 
for the coming year, and I might soy that my three years service 
in the Army as both enlisted man and officer has left me but 
little to build on. I shall await whatever reply you may think 
advisable to make with a great deal of interest and will be 
truly grateful for any information you might be able to furnish 
me. Mo use of the material you might furnish will be made un¬ 
less you give me specific permission altho I would be pleased 
to recoi-e this permission. 

Thos.A.Edisinv,Esq, 
East Orange,M.J. 

Very respectfully yours. 



LEGATION OF THE 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

BERNE December 18, 1919. 

\*» Jfc.'Meadoworoft, Esquire, 
c/o I’homas A. Edison, Esquire, 

Orange, II.J. 

Sir: 

She legation duly received your letter of the 

24th ultimo, ’enclosing one for delivery to J,:r. Erancis 

Jehl in dudapest. I must, however, inform you that the 

Department's regulations in regard to the forwarding of 

private correspondence are very strict, and the legation 

is not therefore in a position to act in accordance with 

your desire. Your letter to Mr. Jehl is consequently 

returned herewith, but the legation, wishing to be ac¬ 

commodating, has nevertheless communicated the contents 

of it to the Spanish Legation in this city for ultimate 

transmission to Lr. Jehl. 

It should be added that on October 11th last 

Mr. Jehl was notified through the Spanish authorities 

that the sum of i-5250 was being held to his credit in 

Berne, and in response to his request the money is now 

being forwarded to him. 

I am, Sir, 

Enclosure: Chargd d'Affaires ad interim. 
As stated. 



DEPARTMENT, 



GR.kipscomb 
qJTI/oihgi/nl La vt? 

tor.Thomas A.Edison* i'ort "Orth,'i.'oxas* 
Grange,«ew -Jersey* December,26th,1919* 

bear £>ir 

un the 3uth day of -July 1917,J- wrote you asking 
that you inform me where 1 could obtain a sketch of your 
rrliono-motor .invented about forty years ago.and was informed 
that you were very busy in behalf' o'f the government at the tine, 
as well as being away from your laboratory.and that no one 
knew anything of the instrument in question* 

f.hhve searched the files of the scientific 
american as well as all other nublications of the !ind within 
my knowledge and have failed to find any record of this 
particular instrument.and have also searched through the files 
of the patent office Gazette with like results* 

J- Have boen conducting a series of expermients in 
phonetics for the last several years,arid believe that the above 
request will be of great benifit to me,if ± con obtain same,and 
1 am willing to stand any reasonable Charge that an assistant 
would make for the sketch,which will not have ho he made to 
scale* 

'J-'rusting that you will he in a position to 
grant the above request,and thanking you in advance for the 
courtesynof your ammediate attention in the nremises.i beg' to 
remain, 

J-ours very resnectfully. 

3L uwf- i***" ^ * 
. I 1 ■ r'^TLx lerbuiA. a n”\ V"* Ctf rjadt. ****- 

Uf "T*-^ “j v-w I*-**- 





Mr. R. Lipscomb, 

Fort iVorth, Texas. 

Your latter of December 26th was brought 
to Mr. Edison's attention. He requests me to suy 
that the "Phono-Metern v;ag nothing but a very fine 
toothed-wheolN and a lavor with a knife edge, which 
engaged the ratohot tooth of the wheal. The other 
end of the lover was connooted to a diaphragm in 
a sound oh amber. When singing into the chamber, the 
vibrations of the diaphragm were communion tod to the 
ratohot, which caused the wheel to revolve. Connected 
to the shaft of the wheel was a small pulley, on which 
was s. single silk thread connected to a little panor 
toy of a loose jointed man, represented as sav/ing wood. 
This figure was sot in motion through the action of 
the voice and continued sawing wood as long as the 
diaphragm was kept in vibration. It was a more toy. 

Yours very truly, 

Assistant to Mr. Edison. 



Edison General File Series 
1919. Edison Pioneers (E-19-23) 

This folder contains documents relating to the Edison Pioneers, an 
organization established in 1918 for men, primarily in the electric light and 
power industry, who were employed by Edison in the years prior to 1886. 
Edison's personal assistant William H. Meadowcroft served as the 
association's historian, while Frederick A. Scheffler, a former draftsman and 
isolated lighting plant designer, was the treasurer. Included are documents 
relating to the group's annual Edison-birthday luncheon, along with 
reminiscences sent by former employees. Also included is a letter from 
Pioneers secretary Robert T. Lozier regarding the creation of an associate 
member category for individuals employed by Edison during the period 
1885-1899 and an honorary membership for close personal friends of the 

inventor who had contributed significantly to his work. The correspondents 

include businessman Arthur S. Beves, electrical power station engineers 

Wilson S. Howell and Sidney B. Paine, and banker Francis S. Smithers. 

Approximately 60 percent of the documents have been selected. The 
unselected items consist primarily of routine correspondence pertaining to the 

administration of the Pioneers. 





[ATTACHMENT/ENCLOSURE] 



January 4,1919. 

Mr. Wilson S.Howell, 

Ploa3antville, N.Y. 

My doar Wilson: 

The surprise of receiving a letter from 
you gave mo quite a shook, although I must admit it was 
a plnasant ono and T have survived, and fscl none tho 
worse for it. 

Prom the photograph you hare sent mo, it looks 
as though you had gone into the woods to be a TTerinit, 
although T will say that the house seems a little elaborate 
for a real Hermit. It certainly looks substantial and 
well worth while. I see that thoro are three chimneys, 
which leads me to bolieve that you oat -ocokod food onoo 
in 'a whi le. 

Anyway, I hope you are comfortable, happy and 
prosperous und that the "Goose Hangs High". 

How about the phonograph, we have strict oast-iron, 
copper-bottomed, double riveted rules prohibiting discounts, 
except the'Dealers, of course. But a3 you are one of the 
oldest of the Pioneers, I have been able to make a very 
special arrangement so that I can get yen 401 off. This 
must be regarded as absolutely and Btriotly oonfidentiul. 

. will -end you a catalogue under separate cover. 

A3 to the Edison Pioneers, of your course you 
will realize that thi3 'is not a very aotivo organization. 
As "the Historian, T expected to have sent out long ago a 
circular letter to every man asking for biographical and 
historical data, but Robbie T,czior has had all papers and 
I have not been able to got them. T am hoping to havo 
them within the next two or three woeTs THTexpoot to 
have another luncheon on Mr. Edison's birthday. February 
11th, but as to that yon w'll rocoivo notification in due 
time. 

I thank you for your kindly invitation to call 
and see y<u and should tho opportunity come around T shall 
bo glad to do 30. In the meantime. I remain,with kind regards. 

Yours sincerely. 



January 14,1919. 

Mr. Wilson S. Howell, 

Plensantville, II.Y. 

My dear Howell: 

After you hod loft yesterday 1 vma 
tailin'?; with the' Manager of our Heoord Shipping Depart¬ 
ment, and found that we eon only send at this time 
three of the records you specified. Thece throe 
are ticked off on the yellow list accompanying the 
enclosed pamphlet. 

I want to send you a word of explanation 
about records. V.'hen the European war broke out in 
1914 we found that embargoes were laid on a number 
of the raw materials that wo U3ed in making the record 
blanks. Mr. Edison had to manufacture for himself 
two of these raw materials, namely. Phenol and Para 
•Phenylenediumine, but as for the others, they were 
absolutely shut off and he was obliged to do some 
hard work to try nnd find substitutes. Thi3 has 
■bean a long prooe3S. In the meantime, we have had 
a heart-breaking experience because of the rough sur¬ 
face of our records. However, in the last six or 
eight months we have mudo va3t improvements, and cur 
latest records have a much smoother surface. 

I know you do not want anythin^ but the best, 
and T am personally unwilling to send you anything but 
a'food quality. So I have asked our people to mark 
on'the enclosed list the available records with the 
improved surface, and T would suggest that you sol ct 
others to take the place of those wioh wore in your- 
list, and which we cannot at present sunply. 

. ' Yours very truly. 

Assistant to Mr. Edison. 



GENERAL ELECTRIC COMPANY 

84 State Street, Boston, Mass. 

Junuary 37, 1919 

y ^ c * c 
Mr. Thomas A. Edison, / 11- 0-. 
Orange, N. J. 

My dear Mr. Edisonj- 

I have just received from "Sobby" Lozier a 

formal notice of the first annual meeting of the Edison 

Pioneers on February 10th. 

At the request of our French correspondent three 

of our engineers, in which number I am fortunate enough to 

be included, are to sail for France February 5th, to con¬ 

sult in regard to the rebuilding of devastated Franoe. 

X have also been appointed a member of a commission of 

fifteen representing the cotton industry of this country, 

going to Europe to invite the textile representatives of 

those countries interested in this industry to attend a 

conference which will be held in New Orleans in October. 

As you Snow, since the formation of the General 

Electric Company I have been in charge of all work pertain¬ 

ing to the electrification of textile mills in this country 

and it may interest you to learn that we have installed about 

540,000 horsepower of motors in such mills. Including our 

own motors and those of our competitors, there are in use 

approximately 1,350,000 horsepower of motors driving textile 

machinery, or nearly 50 percent of all power used in all kinds 

of textile mills. Doubtless that is why I have been selected 



GENE R AT, ELECTRIC COMPANY 

!'r. Thomas A. Edison, 
•January 27, 1919. 

as a member of these committees, as the question of power 

has become a very important one in the textile industry. 

I regret that I will be unable, to attend the first 

annual meeting in Newark. Please accept my heartiest 

congratulations on your anniversary and my best wishes that 

we all shall be spared to meet on your next anniversary. 

7/hat success I have attained in business, has been due, I 

feel, very largely to the training I received from you in 

the old pioneer days. I shall always feel most grateful 

for the support you gave me, Many times I know I proposed 

plans which did not seem feasible, but you always listened 

to my arguments and wound up with, "Go ahead". Such a spirit 

encourages initiative and resourcefulness on the part of young 

men and is a most valuable part of hi3 training. 

Trusting that this letter finds you in good health 

and spirits and that you may long be spared to serve your 

country and the world as you have in the years past, I remain, 

Most sincerely yours,^ a /O 

SBP/G 



January 30.1919 

Mr. Sidney 13. Paine, 
84 State Street,' 

Boston, Mass. 

Dear Paine: 

r have .receives your letter of January 
27th, which is very inlecodtin*, end I note vi th 
much Rrati fj ontion that you have made such a suoooss 
of your life. .It is always a source of satisfaction 
to me to learn that the "hoys" who were aascoiato-l 
with me ip the pioneer wnrh no many years arc have 
made Rood. 

hei me thank you for your Birthday Conorstn- 
lnt-ionn and T extend to yon my hest T?ishes for your 
srrent success in the pro,loot cn ••••hioh you a-e .n't 
pro cent en^osrel. 

Yours very truly. 

A/0428. 







February 6,1919. 

I'r* Er&nci3 S. Srnithors, 
525 Park Avenue, 

New York, N.Y. 

I'y dear "r. Smithers: 

T<et me assure ycu that it 
WR3 a wreot pleasure to receive a*-letter from 
vru and T want to than]: you for the Birthday Oon- 
srratulations and <eood wishes that you so kindly 
sent mo. I am expoctins? to have the pleasure 
of wrestin'? seme of my old associates on Monday 
next, and rewret that you will bo unable to be 
present at the Edison Pioneors Luncheon 

I see by the telephone book that your 
firm still continues to do' business down in Wall 
Street and T am wondering whether you continue 
to take an active part in its affairs. Evidently 
ycu continue to keep up .your interest as T note 
W vour letters you are still a'member of the 
Boards of several of the Companies. After the 
passin.-r ol' so many years since our early associa¬ 
tion it is very enocuirrnrin? to know that you nro 
still k-.iepin? up en active interest in olectricrl 
exploitation developments. 

Allew mo to extend tc you my cordial 
;?ood wishes and kindost records. 

Yours sinccroly. 

A/6487. 



EDISON PIONEERS WHO WILL ATTEND 
LUNCHEON FEB.11TH. 

parity 
Sydney B.Paine, Mgr.Mill Power Dept.General Eleo.Co. 

84 State St.,Boston 

W.S.Howell, Pleasantville,N.Y. 

W.S.Barstow,President General Gas AEleo.Co., 50 Pine St.,N.Y. 

Wm.I.Donshea, Operating Supt. N.Y.Edison Co.,55 Duane St.N.Y. 

Chas.W.Jefferson, Schenectady, N.Y. 

Alex.Mungle, 266 Canal St.,New York 

Jas.A.Seymour, Jr., 51 Lawrence St.,Newark,N.J. 

Fred P.Ott, 54 Valley Road,West Orange,N.J. 

Henry Stephenson, 150 East 15th St.,New York 

John F.Ott, (vath Thos.A.Edison) Res.34 Ridgewood Ave., 
Glen Ridge,NJ 

W.LiR.Emmet, General Eleo.Co.,Soheneotady,N.Y. 

E.A.Harley, 173 West 107th St.,New York 

L.H.Latimer, No.160 Broadway,New York 

Rd»t. Lindsay,V.P. Cleveland Eleo.Ill.C0.,Cleveland,0. 

Wm.M.Brock, Div.Supt. Public Service Corp.,Newark,N.J. 

Hans F.Jorgensen, 61 West 108th St.,New York 
Stone A Webster 

Harry T.Edgar, Bd3ssac«xBto«*lQg!:*^., 147 Milk St.,Boston 

H.A.Campbell, 45 West 26th St.,New York 

J.W.Sohroeder, Thos.A.Edison Laboratory, Orange,N.J. 

D.E.Drake, Westinghouse Elec.A Mfg Co., 165 Bdway,N.Y. 

A.S.Beves, Blaugas Co.of Amerioa, 19 West 44th St.,N.Y. 

W.C.D.Eglin, Phila. Elec. Co., Philadelphia,Pa 

C.R.Price, New Bedford, Mass 

Wm.H.Meadoworoft,Seoy Thos.A.Edison, Orange,N.J. 

in 
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V'm.H.Atkins,Genl Supt. Edison Eleo.Ill.Co.,Boston (2) 

Geo.H.Mosernan, 176 Federal t>t.,Boston (3) 

A.E.Winchester,Genl Supt So.Norwalk Elec.Wks,So.Norwalk,Ct (4) 

J.W.Lieb, Vice Pres. N.Y.Edison Co., 124 E.15th St.,NY City (3) 

Alfred O.Tate, 318 West 39th St.,N.Y. 

Dr.E.G.Acheson, 35 West 42d St.,N.Y. 

Hermann Lemp, Works Engr.,General Elec.Co.,Erie,Pa 

Henry P.Ball, 9 East 37th St.,N.Y. 

Theo.Beran, 120 Broadway,N.Y. 

Frank A.Wardlaw, 149 Bdway, N.Y. 

G60 F.Morrison,Vice Pres.,General Eleotric Co. 
120 3dway, N.Y. 

(3) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

(2) 

(2) 

(1) 

J.C.Hatzel, Elec. Engr. ^Contractor, 89 West 119th St.,N.Y. (2) 

T.C.Martin,Secy. National Elec.Et.Assos. 
’ 29 Best- 39th St.,N.Y. 

John F. McClain, 427 Broadway,N.Y. 

MaJ.Wm.J.Hammer, Con.Engr., Hotel Earle,N.Y. 

E.C.Rowland, 115 Highland Aye,,Metuchen, N.J. 

Montraville Wood, Berv.yn, Ill. 

W.E.Gilmore, 119 Prospect St., E.Orange, N.J. 

W.S.Andrews, Con.Engr.,General Electric Co.,Schenectady,NY (3) 

Francis R.Upton, Orange, N.J. (2) 

N.C.Durand, 380 Roseville Av., Newark,NJ (2) 
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C.S.Estabrook, General Electric Co., 
’ ICO Broadway,N.Y. 

E.V,’.Hammer, 160 Broadway,N.Y. 

Wm.Pelzer, 343 East 68th St.,N.Y. 

Alfred W«Kiddle, 115 Bdwoy,N.Y. 

Chas.L.Edgar, Pres.Edison Eleo.Hl. Co..Boston 

Chas.'f'irt, Pres., Chas.V'lrt Co.,Philadelphia 

Samuel Insull,Pres. Commonwealth Edison Co..Chicago 

C.G.Y.Kins, lOPO Sheridan Boad, V-ilmette.lll. 

Robt.T.Lozier, C.3., National Conduit^able W>. 

N.M.Garland, C.E., Ohio Brass Co., 50 Church t>t.,N.Y. 
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February 20,1915. 

Ur. Arthur S. Haves.. 
19 West, 44th Street, 

flew York, U.Y. 

ily dear Ur. Haves: 

Ur. jwlison sent me up a note from 
Florida and adked me to write you and express his 
regret that he does not see any possibility of plasms 
you at the present time as there is no suitable open-. 
in* and iust now things a o so mixe-i up that it is 
impossible for him to soe ahead. ao many .pent 
changes are taking nlnoo that he feels tr.is is no time 
for mat.ins any radical changes. 

I am very sorry to be obliged to send you 
a discouraging message of this kind, but, of course, 
X am only carrying out Ur. Edison's instructions. 

With kindest regards, I remain. 

Yours sincerely. 

Assistant to Ur. F.dison. 

A/6604, 



March 18,1919. 

Mr. Fred'k A. Schoffler. 
50 Church Street, 

Hew York. f!.Y. 

My dear Scheffler: 

I have awakened from my sleep 
and propose to send to each of the Pioneers a letter 
and blank similar to those enclosed. 

Will you please look them ovor and see if 
they are sufficiently intelligible to put the idea 
ovor. Don't be afraid to criticise. 

I shall need, say, liiO sheets of Kdison 
Pioneer paper and the same number of envelopes. If 
you have them, will you please send them to me. 

Does the li3t of Founder Members in the 
little booklet eontrin all the names and addresses 
that you huvo ct present. If not. please send me 

Whatever others you have. 

//ith kind regards, I remain. 

Yours sincerely. 



[ATTAC H M E NT/ENCLOSURE] 

Mr. 

March 191‘j. 

Dour Mr. : 

At the roaont Luncheon of the Edison Pionoors ■ 
on February 10th, there was some discussion on the subject of 
each Mombor providing the Historian with autobiographical data. 
T suggested the idoa that each Edison Pioneer write'an auto¬ 
biographical sketch of his own life, 03pecially with roforenee 
to his connection with Ur. Edison or his Tnterocts, showing tho 
beginning of his connection therov;ith and the story of his activ¬ 
ities during his association with Ur. Jid.ison or his comnonies. 

Such an autobiographical sketch might woll include any 
matters of interest-that might have oceurod prior tc, or since 
the termination of, the Pioneer'3 connection with Ur. Edison or 
his Interests. 

The idea put forth at tho Luncheon was to ret all this 
autobiographical data together-and have it put in book form, so 
that each Pioneer could hevo a copy of tho whole thing. It is 
dosirnble to have each autobiography as full as possible but 
not to exceed 1500 words. 

It is particularly "desirenld to have . our photograph 
either when "In active Sorvioe", or later. In order to have 
the photographs uniform, it is desirable to have them as nearly 
at]-possible the same si:.e as Ur. Edison's photograph in the 
Edison Pioneers booklet of Constitution and 'iy-Law's which you 
recently rooeivod. Please autograph your photograph before sanding. 

* If wo all-get on tho job right away, perhaps we edn 
complete it during the present year. • Pleaso address your manu¬ 
script and photogr-oh3 to W. fl. Uoedowcroft, Edison Laboratory, 
Orungs, II.J. 

fours sincerely. 

Histo-r. ian. 

P.S. Please fill out the blnnhs on the enclosed 
sheet and return'same with your autobiographical 
sketch. 



[ATTACHMENT/ENCLOSURE] 

In your autobiographical 3ket,oh plea3e give the following: 

(1) Any matters of interest, thrt nay havo occured prior 

to your oonneotion with the Edison Interests. 

(2) Career with the Edison Interests, mention an;; special 

lin<33 of endeavor and accomplishment. . Kentiori 03 far as possible 

your associates jin Edison Interests at tho time. 

(3) Any matters of intorest since tho termination oi your 

connection with the Edison Interests. 

(4) State, college or honorary dogroos. fellowships, 

decorations or medals, societies-and organizations (other than soci 



3Ml?r £ttgitimUtg (Emttpattg 

New York Cily. N. Y„ April 30/19 

Dear Mr.Meadowcroft: 

fieferring to my conversation with you this 

morning, herewith find two letters which are practically 

the same, with the exception that one has a paragraph 

referring to the Climax boiler. I merely stuck this in 

thinking it might amuse Mr. Edisonj on the other hand, he 

might take offense. I will leave it to your own good 

judgment which of the two letters you think it advisable 

to submit to Mr.Edison. 

He even had the nerve, when I represented 

the Babcock & Wilcox Co., to tell me that the Climax was a 

better boiler than the B & W and I know he has made the same 

statement to other parties, but your engineers, as you know, 

did not like the Climax. 

Thanking you in advance for anything you 

can do to help me out in this matter, I am. 

FAS .1 

W.H.Meadowcroft, Secretary, 
Mr.Thomas A. Edison, 
Orange,N.J. 



[ATTACHMENT/ENCLOSURE] 

COMPANY ASSUME. NO NEOPONOIBILITV PON ANY PROMISE OR REPHISENTATWN^MADE^NY ANY PINION. UMLYA1 SICA^C ON YYNITIN 

MniUt lEnginmutg Gkutpatuj 

New York City. N. Y.. April 30/19 

Mr p W.H.Meadowcroft,Secretary, 
Mr. Thomas A. Edison, 
Edison Laboratory, Orange, N.-J. 

My dear Mr.Meadowcroft: 

I realize,of course,that Mr.Edison is 

constantly pestered with people who would like to exploit his 

name in connection with various apparatus, machinery etc. that 

he has used in his different projects and that Mr.Edison has 

practically shut down on all such things as testimonial 

letters,etc. 

Bearing this in mind, I rather hesitate 

to ask whether you think Mr. Edison, for the sake of old 

associations, would be good enough to send a telegram to 

Mr. C.S.Turner, Mechanical Engineer, Ford Motor Co.,Detroit, 

Mich., (at my expense of course) to the effect that Mr.Edison 

has used for several years past, with satisfactory results, 

Fuller pulverizing mills at his cement plants and phonograph 

works. As this is merely a statement of facts, perhaps there 

will be no objection in sending this telegram. 

We hove a proposition pending with the above 

parties for some mills for some of their new work and as they 

are investigating our apparatus, as compared with others, I 

above suggested from Mr. Edison believe that a telegram as 



[ATTACHMENT/ENCLOSURE] 

FULLER ENGINEERING COMPANY sh..t Nog oat. April 30/19 
W.H.Meadowcroft 

will help me out very materially. 

If Mr. Miaon can recommend a boiler with such 

crooked tubes as the Morrin-Climax boiler, which I believe 

he has done repeatedly, I cannot for the life of me see 

what objection there would be to the sending of the above 

telegram about such a beautiful piece of machinery a3 the 

Fuller pulverizing mill. 

Trusting that I may have the pleasure of hearing 

from you and with kind regards, I am. 

Very truly yours, 

FULLER ENGINEERING ,cc. FAS.L 



1,1919. 

liy dear lir. Soheffler: 

I am returning hero'.vith your 
letter to me under date of April 30^ I submitted 
it to lir. Edison last night, and you wi 11 read his 
own memorandum in pencil on it. I was afraid that 
be would not consent to do it. Please do not think 
that you are any exception. This 
he ha's made to hundreds of people. 

i the same answer 

fours for the Victory loan. 

Assistant to Ur. Edison. 

lir. i1. A. Schefflor, 
Suite 2079,50 Church St., 
Mew York, M. Y, 

A/7069 



Jffulter iEngittmittg (Emnpattg 

New York Cily, N. Y„ May 2/1919 

W.H.Meadoweroft,Secretary, 
Mr.Thomas A.Edison, 
Edison Laboratory, Orange,N.J. 

Dear Mr.Meadoweroft: 

Yours of the 1st received, with 

Mr.Edison’s comments on the letter I sent in regard to the 

use of our Fuller mills at his plants; and as we are good 

losers, we do not feel put out about it. The writer 

fully understands Mr. Edison's position in the matter 

of his relations with Mr.Ford. 

Thanking you,however, for your interest 

and courtesy, I am. 

Very truly yours, - 

/ 

?hS .1. 



Edison Pioneers 

November 20, 1919. 

Mr. Y/illiam H. Meadowcroft, 
Orange, 

Hew Jorsey. 

Dear Fellow Member: 

It may Interest you to have from time to 
time a brief report of the progress in the Executive Committee 
of the Edison Pioneers. 

At the meeting held on November 14th, the following 
took place: 

A committee of five was appointed by the Chair to 
draft amendments to the By-Laws that will provide for friends 
of SJr. Edison v/ho have "gone '.Vest" under the heading "In 
Memoriam;" also for Honorary Members who are close personal 
friends of Mr. Edison and v/ho have in some way contributed to 
an important extent to his work, or have been associated with 
him along allied lines, or whose accomplishments Mr. Edison 
particularly desires to acknowledge, an Associate Membership 
to take in those v/ho have been associated with or employed by 
Mr. Edison during the period 1885 to 1899, inclusive. 

A committee was also appointed to make preparations 
for Mr. Edison’s seventy-third birthday on February 11, 1920. 

The Committee on Badges and Certificates reported 
progress and will be prepared to make a definite report to the 
Edison Pioneers at the next annual meeting. 

Your Secretary will be very glad, indeed, to receive 
any suggestions you may care to have brought up before these 
Executive Committee meetings for consideration. 

Yours in Edisonia, 

Secretary. O' 
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